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emulsion copolymerisation of (a) a vinyl ester
of a saturated aliphatic mono-carboxylic acid
containing 2 to 4 carbon atoms, with (b) a
vinyl ester of a branched saturated aliphatic
mono-carboxylic acid of which the carboxyl
groups are attached to tertiary and/or quatern-
ary carbon atoms, and which contain not less
than 9 carbon atoms. Hereinafter these acids
will be referred to as “branched mono-car-
boxylic acids™ in the interest of brevity.

The preparation of latices by emulsion
polymerisation of the vinyl esters of branched

" mono-carboxylic acids has already been pro-

posed, and copolymers of vinyl acetate with
the vinyl esters of branched mono-carboxylic
acids are frequently employed as the film
forming binders in aqueous coating composi-
tions, such as e.g. emulsion paints. A parti-
cular advantage of such copolymer latices is
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a low volume concentration of pigments, ex-
tenders or fillers are of importance where it
is desired that the resulting surface shall ex-
hibit a relatively high degree of gloss. At
least one reason for this disadvantageously
high degree of dirt retention is that the film
forming binder is too soft and/or too tacky
at ambient temperatures.

While it is possible to reduce the softness
and/or tackiness of copolymers of vinyl ace-
tate and the vinyl ester of a branched mono-
carboxylic acid by reducing the proportion of
the latter component, this is undesirable in
practice, because, in order to achieve a suffi-
cient degree of hardmess, the proportion of
vinyl ester of branched mono-carboxylic acid
would have to be reduced to such an extent
that the advantages conferred by this type of

monomer would be almost completely lost,
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