CONNECTOR APPARATUS ABSTRACT An el ectrical connector for coupling two

el ectrical connectors is described, the electrical connector conprising an
el ongated insul ati ve housi ng conprising a | ongitudinal base portion, having
a first mating surface and a second mating surface; wherein the first
mating surface is configured to couple with a second conplenentary
connector by neans of a central sl ot fi ned between a first side wall, a
second side wall and a pair of end walls, all walls extending fromthe base

portion; wherein the second#g Nﬁ(ﬁ‘ﬁf{ Bp! M?WS gured to couple with a
first conplenentary connectm—gy—n'ea-nv%é-mvue-porti on and a pair of end
walls, both the tongue portion and the end walls extending fromthe base
portion, AHE'QTRWEUG portion conprising a first tongue section, a second

tongue section and a third tongue section; a plurality of contacts
positioned in the housing; and wherein the contacts are grouped into a

first set andam sieerndl §@ﬁne‘&orci%%_§ﬁl§ll$ng3ﬁ% bleefifchl cBnhdifolsii§ AesdriR@ue and

t he second tongue sections respectively. In another enbodi nent, the

cont act s the elegrmwapechniecta conipmnahng sete]ompasetinsdlasist hansing domprisisgt of
contacts_  positioned in the first tongue, the second tongue and the third
tongué sdergibkinal bagppertiapepvingp Hidngsvstrge madta seaand masingostaee; syst em

havi ng at ,|l east, one . electrical connector, coupled tp two el ectri cal
c onnegt odierein jhe ?iﬁtﬁggt_mg Slrtice i conﬁgured to coﬁp?e with a second

complementary connector by means of a central slot defined between a first side
wall, a second side wall and a pair of end walls, all walls extending from the base
portion; wherein the second mating surface is configured to couple with a first

10  complementary connector by means of a tongue portion and a pair of end walls,
both the tongue portion and the end walls extending from the base portion, the
tongue portion comprising a first tongue section, a second tongue section and a third
tongue section; a plurality of contacts positioned in the housing; and wherein the
contacts are grouped into a first set and a second set of contacts positioned in the

15 first tongue and the second tongue sections respectively. In another embodiment,
the contacts are grouped into a first set, a second set and a third set of contacts
positioned in the first tongue, the second tongue and the third tongue sections
respectively. In another embodiment, an interconnect system having at least one

electrical connector coupled to two electrical connectors is described.



