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T T L T S400 A terminal device receives first policy information from a session management network elsment
Wafs b 8401 The terminal device is determined to satisfy a first condition
- = $402  The terminal device determines a second processing method for an uplink traffic flow
S403  The terminal device sends first notification information to a user plane network element
5404 The user plane network slement (a UPF) receives second policy information from the session
Boh B de management network element
, 8405  The UPF processes a downlink traffic flow by using a fourth processing method
407,57 SUPFIR BB 7 ; 8406 The UPF receives the first notification information from the terminal device
“a -~ " . y §407  The UPF determines a third processing method according to the first nofification information
~ N AA  Terminal device

$406.57 L UPFH# Ak

BB  Session management network element
CC  User plane network element

(57) Abstract: The present application discloses a traffic flow processing method, apparatus and system, for use in providing a method
for supporting a user plane network element to flexibly perform traffic flow processing on the basis of a traffic flow splitting situation
of a terminal device. The method comprises: a terminal device receiving first policy information of a session management network
element, the first policy information comprising a first processing method for an uplink traffic flow; if the terminal device satisfies a first
condition, determining a second processing method for the uplink traffic flow or a downlink traffic flow; and sending first notification
information to a user plane network element, the first notification information being used for notifying the user plane network element
to determine a third processing method for the downlink traffic flow. In the method, after the terminal device satisfies the first condition,
the first notification information is sent to the user plane network element to assist the user plane network element in deciding whether
to update a flow splitting mode of the corresponding traffic flow, thereby effectively preventing the user plane network element from
blindly determining a downlink flow splitting policy.
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