
A network architecture is designed to allow a communications service
subscriber to select a signaling provider independently of a) the transport
carriers which control the local loops for particular communications
services, and b) the providers of those services. Upon the establishment of
a signaling connection from a subscriber's terminal device to the signaling
provider's network, the latter requests those services from the service
providers selected by the subscriber for delivery over the local loops of
the transport providers.    


