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(57) Abstract: Improved tools for authoring and rendering audio reproduction data are provided. Some such authoring tools allow
audio reproduction data to be generalized for a wide variety of reproduction environments. Audio reproduction data may be authored
by creating metadata for audio objects. The metadata may be created with reference to speaker zones. During the rendering process,
the audio reproduction data may be reproduced according to the reproduction speaker layout of a particular reproduction environ-
ment.
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