
ABSTRACT         Disclosed is a method for recovering data from a portion
of a magnetic surface  that contained a read error. After a read error is
encountered a magnetic transducer  undergoes a head state change. The head
state change is accomplished by either writing  (64) to a reserve area of
the magnetic surface and or reading a portion of the magnetic  surface and
then rewriting to that portion of the magnetic surface. After the magnetic
transducer undergoes a head state change, the portion of the magnetic
surface that  contaified the read error is reread (68).    


