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(57) Abstract

The invention relatcs to a methed for non-mvaswaly measwring skin structure. Infrared radiation from a plurality of locations over
an area of skin under investigation is measured so 85 to give an indlcation of the variation in papillary denmis thickness over said arcs, md
the skin colour coordinates at a plurality of Jocatlons gver the same ares of skin is also measured. The data obtalned is used to calculate
comected skin colour coordinates over the arca corresponding to a predetermined papillary demmis thickness, The eorreered skin colour
coordinates so obtained are compared with a reference colour coordinate range for healthy skin of the same predetermined papillary desmis
thickness. Ar an abnormal region, where the corrected skin colour coordinates lic outside the reference colour caordinate range, the depth
of penemration of dermal melnin can be measured.




