1 Anchoring Device The invention relates to a device for anchoring a rigid
or flexible elongate guide elenent, such as a guide cable or rod, of an
architectural covering, such as a roller blind, a roller screen, a pleated
blind, a venetian blind, or a roman shade. 5 Devices for anchoring el ongate
gui de el enments of architectural coverings are known fromthe prior art. For
exanpl e, GL31 007045 di scl oses a securingq device for a guide cable of a
venetian blind that can be attached to a vertical surface, for exanple a

surface of a wall. As a further exanple, BE629561 discloses a device for
anchoring a guide cable of a venetian blind which can be attached to a 10
hori zontal surface, for exanple a sOPEBRENGPENICRi ndow sill. It can sonetines

be di sadvant ageous for a manufacturer of an architectural covering and/or
for a user of an architectural covering to require different types of
anchori ng devi c€ke imantioamelatesitea deviceofuryanchering aaigidor Aexibid elongater t i cal

surface. The bmanufacturer has to, nmanufacture, keep iIn stock, package and
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sel ect the H¥REoNEr bR ROOIIBLOsEIBYEN CE piditéd biind W {/ﬁti%t?arflﬂfnd?'&'r\é r%rﬁ‘arpf a

hori zontal or vertical surface when mstaPFl ng t architectural covering,
and may uni Abade.i onal |y sel ect and nount the wong type. In addition, the

user is left w gh unused anchori devi ce for .which he paid and which he
does not? use, " vREHBSIFF BRCH Doclndatéiciic piendint L AericiRef oerintS e
nmanuf act ur ekn@wn tfileen EEY priONAE T or dxXanfle GGBA0DDRO4S dRsciiselshes@d iRy devid/ fit | on
to provide an inproved anchorijn devi ce that can be attached to a surface
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provide the pufjldap s¥nhdtifes BeididadiARtdgeous for a manufacturer of an architectural
covering and/or for a user of an architectural covering to require different types of
anchoring devices that can be used for only one of a horizontal or vertical surface.
The manufacturer has to manufacture, keep in stock, package and provide
15 different anchoring devices for each surface. The user has to select the type of
anchoring device that is suitable for only one of a horizontal or vertical surface
when installing the architectural covering, and may unintentionally select and
mount the wrong type. In addition, the user is left with unused anchoring devices,
for which he paid and which he does not use, which can be unpleasant for the
20 user and wasteful to the manufacturer or the environment.

It is an objective of the present invention to provide an improved anchoring
device that can be attached to a surface irrespective of the orientation of the
surface. It is a further object of the present invention to overcome or ameliorate at
least one of the disadvantages of the prior art. It is also an object of the present

25  invention to provide alternative anchoring devices which are less cumbersome in
assembly and operation and which moreover can be made relatively
inexpensively. Alternatively it is an object of the invention to at least provide the
public with a useful choice.

To this end, the invention provides a device for anchoring an elongate guide

30 element of an architectural covering, the anchoring device including a body having



To this end, the invention provides a device for anchoring an el ongate gui de
30 el enent of an architectural covering, the anchoring device including a
body having 2 a rear surface, a receiving cavity for receiving the elongate
guide element, a first entrance to the receiving cavity in a first
orientation to the rear surface and a second entrance to the receiving
cavity in a second orientation to the reap surface, wherein the receiving
cavity can receive the elongate guide el effent selectively 5 either through
one of the first entrance and the second entrance, and wherein the second
orientation is substantially different fromthe first orientation. In this
way a useradear swiaoex aneceiviigoerityifaerengiving theogloagaigpguwide edemeant arfisst o

which to an e ' 2V 1 : 0 f choring
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anchoring degcorel eatrarfcy tocthenmpteiving ditptin aceednd @rientationttarthe abansurface,
hori zontal w ndow sill, but also to a substantially .vertical wall_ adjacent
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i nvention is further provided with securing neans for Securing the el ongate

gui de el emewhethssitbe stface iscborizangalerwerticalt The gacheringdexeasan for example

body of 1 ne e StBRbEY B8 aqubR Bl Bl e i Sl FE R BEBERL] ongar o
gui de el emegérticah@alMadjaeent tohewindowg Ineothetasks the isBAiedanéHoringasdvigeacan of
the receiving cavit Thi s has the advantage that the el ongate guide
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device. |n ariéntatibes. Tiee anchirang eenioe aoeording totthe inverdioni cam havesan i r st

orient aitl) N altactive shape and smooth surface, thus substantially preventing injury to a user
of the architectural covering.

In a particular embodiment of the invention, the anchoring device according
to the invention is further provided with securing means for securing the elongate
guide element inside the receiving cavity, the securing means further including a

20  holding member, the holding member being separate from the body of the
anchoring device, wherein the holding member holds the elongate guide element
and wherein the holding member fits inside at least part of the receiving cavity.
This has the advantage that the elongate guide element can be secured to the
holding member without the elongate guide element being under tension. The

25 elongate guide element is possibly tensioned when inserting the holding member
into the body of the anchoring device.

In a further particular embodiment of the invention, the first orientation is
substantially perpendicular to the second orientation. Preferably, the first entrance
includes a first opening and the second entrance includes a second opening,

30  wherein the first opening is distinct from the second opening.

In a further particular embodiment, the anchoring device according to the

invention further includes a first locking member that is designed to be inserted



substantially perpendicular to the second orientation. Preferably, the flrst
entrance includes a first opening and the second entrance includes a second
openi ng, 30 wherein the first opening is distinct fromthe second opening.
In a further particular enbodi nent, the anchoring device according to the

i nvention further includes a first |ocking nenber that is designed to be
inserted 3 into the body of the anchoring device, the first |ocking nenber
preventing escape of the holding nmenber fromthe body of the anchoring
device as a result of tension exerted by the elongate guide elenment on the
hol di ng member. The invention also relates to a nethod of mounting an
anchoring duie the bedy obthgransheniggtdevine, the fist lnskingamenrher e ventingeesaapent i on
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i nvention has the advantage that selection criteria such as the strength of

t he suppor t ebtngatet avide elemeptekis@ubstandialiygetrendinilardarthe ¢longate guidey
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criterion. Bbtvdenv@ahd®@0 degrebsrwhemin ﬂ@SamgIemtﬁe elhigate glmderdtémteﬁpwuh al
covering 20 having an el ongate gui de el enent, an anchoring devi ce accordi ng

to the i nvefRSPER! Utofhe wirtse, i ApiTepoTant Ot esleating, apdiiakgchine Badreialy
device in agroadiayri V&é\)bet%t'ﬁ%té?@%oﬁ%‘m{jcﬁge%fﬁe? a?]rﬁ‘és EAYArA8d o Perhe

orientation of an an horlng devi or a e an oring dev I ce
defi ned as beppyt stletnre nan lier ekanepleibena pmqmmdlllcalvandOW fretnse raraa mUrTlme.
The 15 method according to the invention has the advantage that selection criteria such
as the strength of the support structure, the ease of cleaning of the mounted
anchoring device, and the replacement price of the support structure can be used
without having to use the orientation of the surface as a selection criterion.
The invention further provides in combination an architectural covering
20 having an elongate guide element, an anchoring device according to the invention
and discernable instructions for mounting the anchoring device in accordance with
a method according to the invention.
The orientation of an anchoring device or a body of the anchoring device is
defined as being taken in the direction perpendicular to its rear surface. The
25  orientation of an elongate guide element is defined as being taken in the direction
of its longitudinal extent. The orientation of a bore section is taken in the direction
of its central axis of substantial symmetry.
The invention will now be described in reference to the accompanying
drawings, in which:
30 - Figure 1 shows an example of an architectural covering
including an anchoring device according to the invention, suitable for

covering for example a window in a wall;



25 orientation of an elongate guide elenent is defined as being taken in the
direction of its longitudinal extent. The orientation of a bore section is
taken in the direction of its central axis of substantial synmetry. The

i nvention will now be described in reference to the acconpanying draw ngs,
in which: 30 - Figure 1 shows an exanple of an architectural covering

I ncl udi ng an anchoring device according tg the invention, suitable for

covering for exanple a window in a wall; Figure 2 is an enlargenent of a
detail in Figure 1; Figure 3 shows the architectural covering of Figure 1
with a different orjentation of the anchoring devices; - Figure 4 is an

enl argenent of a defighre &fis ppgniarggment of aidgtalbindightent; an expl oded vi ew of
t he anchoring devi .Clgig;uref 3Ehgwse(hg az%gy&t@rgl g&é%@%g% F\\jbﬁﬂ lelit%ré)ss section of

the anchoring devic I gure WS an ew of an alternative
enbodi ment  of diffesent lovientatiothesfithe amchorinl dgvites;t he i nvention; 10 - Figure 8
shows a schematic view of .anot hr-[\r enbodi Pent o,{ ﬁp ang.hori ng device
according to the invigN§ ds apanlarggment o g detatl Affugeresdccessive steps of a

pref e regl method of riglipd!atahBdsaih 8498864 DRWISHECarRfRAGidiide? ¢ he

I nvention. Figure 1 Shows an exanple of an architectural covering 1,

sui tabl e for 15- coveigurgbishiowsampkplodedwissoin ¢ross sealion of the cei l i ng (not
shown but known rﬁ'q,?t e sk"#]l,l ed person). The architectural covering includes
a rollable scred¢ ,” egqud‘? hand gui de cable 4A and a | eft-hand guide

cable 4B that extenfigufe 7R®owerdn emploded VRW bPan hleirnative @nitadifend rol ler 9,
a bottombar 8, a right-hand anchoring device 10A including a right-hand

body 12A and a 9kdn aneherinthderiee ageeraingte thepnvantioncl udi ng a | ef t -hand body
12B. Thg, gui de cabl @uﬁé%%%w%aa 8L Ferfid i DiedSo ér}cﬁﬁ?r %rlrr@ggﬁﬁgnt%' g el ement.

Distinct parts of t archirtectural covering
anchoring device according to the invention; and

- Figure 9 A-E shows successive steps of a preferred method of
mounting an anchoring device according to the invention.
Figure 1 shows an example of an architectural covering 1, suitable for
15 covering for example a window in a wall or a ceiling (not shown but known to the
skilled person). The architectural covering includes a rollable screen 2, a right-
hand guide cable 4A and a left-hand guide cable 4B that extend in the vertical
direction in this example, a roller 9, a bottom bar 8, a right-hand anchoring device
10A including a right-hand body 12A and a left-hand anchoring device 10B
20 including a left-hand body 12B. The guide cables 4A and 4B are examples of an
elongate guide element. Distinct parts of the architectural covering 1 that are
similar are indicated by the same number followed by a distinct index letter, such
as for example the right-hand guide cable 4A and the left-hand guide cable 4B.
The roller 9 is rotatably supported by a right-hand bracket 14A and a left-hand
25 bracket 14B. The right and left bracket 14A, 14B may optionally be part of a roller
mounting frame (not shown but conventional). The roller 9 is designed to roll up
the rollable screen 2, and can include a spring motor or electric motor that is
designed to induce the rolling up of the rollable screen 2 or alternatively to
compensate the weight of the rollable screen 2 and bottom bar 8. As it is well
30  known to those skilled in the art how such a roller 9 could be arranged and
constructed, a further description is deemed superfluous. The bottom bar 8 helps
in keeping the rollable screen taut and has at its opposite ends a right-hand



simlar are indicated by the same nunber followed by a distinct index
letter, such as for exanple the right-hand guide cable 4A and the |eft-hand
gui de cable 4B. The roller 9 is rotatably supported by a right-hand bracket
14A and a left-hand 25 bracket 14B. The right and | eft bracket 14A, 14B may
optionally be part of a roller nounting frame (not shown but conventional).
The roller 9 is designed to roll up the Bollable screen 2, and can incl ude
a spring notor or electric notor that is “designed to induce the rolling up
of the rollable screen 2 or alternatively to conpensate the weight of the
roll able screen 2 and bottombar 8. As it is well 30 known to those skilled
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t heref ore deened superfluous. The tension in the right and | eft guide cable
4A and 4B ptenséon andiad@eresottitieere is tension hetherrigitiandreftigside cabledAcamd 4B4A

and 4B ig aItdvi/ifl %%télé)e?r B%h8sd gf(iﬁé'(':l i thteoarlt ngwdséurcﬁcstpir%résicrén be arranged and
constructed and a further description is therefore deemed superfluous. The
tension in the right and left guide cable 4A and 4B prevents undue deflection of the
right and left guide cable 4A and 4B in a direction perpendicular to the direction in
which the guide cables extend. In Figure 1, the right body 12A of the right
20  anchoring device 10A and the left body 12B of the left anchoring device 10B are
oriented for attachment to a substantially horizontal surface, such as a surface of a
window sill. The orientation of the right and left guide cable 4A and 4B on the one
hand and the orientation of the right and left body 12A and 12B on the other hand
are substantially parallel to each other. The right body 12A of the right anchoring
25  device 10A and the left body 12B of the left anchoring device 10B can for example
be made of a reasonably strong and stiff material, such as wood, a plastic material
or a metal, preferably aluminium or an alloy known as Zamac. The right and left
guide cable 4A and 4B can for example be made of a reasonable strong material,
which may be reasonable stiff, such as a steel rod, or which may be reasonably
30 flexible, such as a polyamide, preferably Perlon, or such as a steel cable.
Figure 2 is an enlargement of the detail | of Figure 1. Figure 2 shows the
rollable screen 2, the right guide cable 4A, the bottom bar 8, the right engagement



whi ch the guide cables extend. In Figure 1, the right body 12A of the right
20 anchoring device 1 OA and the left body 12B of the left anchoring device
10B are oriented for attachment to a substantially horizontal surface, such
as a surface of a wndowsill. The orientation of the right and | eft guide
cable 4A and 4B on the one hand and the orientation of the right and |eft
body 12A and 12B on the other hand are sgbstantially parallel to each
ot her. The right body 12A of the right anchoring 25 device 1 OA and the |eft
body 12B of the left anchoring device 10B can for exanple be nade of a
reasonably strong and stiff material, such as wood, a Flastic material or a
[
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Figure 2 is an enl argenent of the detail | of Figure 1.
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holding member 20 are inserted into the right body 12A in orientations that are
substantially perpendicular to each other. The right anchoring device 10A and the
locking of the holding member 20 by the locking member 22 will be explained in
more detail in reference to Figures 5 and 6 herein below.

20 Figure 3 shows the architectural covering 1 of Figure 1. In Figure 3 the
bodies 12A, 12B of the anchoring devices 10A, 10B have an orientation that is
substantially different from the orientation of the bodies 12A, 12B in Figure 1. In
Figure 3, the right body 12A of the right anchoring device 10A and the left body
12B of the left anchoring device 10B are oriented for attachment to a substantially

25  vertical surface, such as a surface of a wall. The orientation of the right and left
guide cable 4A and 4B on the one hand and the orientation of the right and left
body 12A and 12B on the other hand are substantially perpendicular to each other.

Figure 4 is an enlargement of the detail Il of Figure 3 and shows the rollable
screen 2, the right guide cable 4A, the rear surface 24 of the right body 12A, and

30 the right anchoring device 10A in the orientation of Figure 3 for mounting to a
substantially vertical surface. The holding member 20 holds the right guide cable

4A and is inserted into the right body 12A through the second entrance 30. The



hol di ng menber 20 are inserted into the right body 12A in orientations that
are substantially perpendicular to each other. The right anchoring device 1
OA and the |ocking of the holding nmenber 20 by the | ocking nenber 22 wll
be explained in nore detail in reference to Figures 5 and 6 herein bel ow.
20 Figure 3 shows the architectural covering 1 of Figure 1. In Figure 3 the
bodi es 12A, 12B of the anchoring devices %OA, 10B have an orientation that
is substantially different fromthe orientation of the bodies 12A, 12B in
Figure 1. In Figure 3, the right body 12A of the right anchoring device 1
OA and the left body 12B of the |eft anchoring device 1 OB are oriented for
attachnent logkiaggnembegne4s inseredinta thedight bedyndeA thranghathedirsientsanceo?s a

wal | . The ofj i ' . ' on the
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ot her hand eseapeutmildotcal 4y apesyieofiiensionrin tide eighhguitibeyabld-44uinethis i s an
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the right guide cable 4A. In this particular use of the particul ar
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that ard) suBEPARE B e SBRARLEH o e ibhthodyP e M Rourg ARG B 1 O
device 1 OArightcaridheringadevig 0A IrmEiguee diconsistsTbetheXanwy pahte dsatbkiright nmenber
2 guros 5P arehTiRTGR TOA Haed RaiTkrdoes sobenlof f ASyevad b |
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differ e Eﬂa%itﬁfs‘f %tei g(;)enoringtr)‘?1 %P {h%vggco% entrance 30 is similar to the geometry of
the first entrance 28.
Figure 5 shows an exploded view of the right anchoring device 10A of
Figures 1-4 in the orientation of Figures 3 and 4, and the right guide cable 4A. In
Figures 5-9 and the description of these Figures, index letters and words
20 differentiating between similar but distinct parts of the architectural covering 1 are
omitted for clarity. The body 12 of the anchoring device includes the receiving
cavity 32 and the rear surface 24. The body 12 can accommodate the holding
member 20. The guide cable 4 can be inserted into the holding member 20
through an opening 33 in the holding member 20. A securing screw 34 can be
25  screwed into a threaded bore 36, to secure the guide cable 4 to the holding
member 20. The holding member 20 can then be inserted into the body 12 through
the second entrance 30. If the anchoring device 10 is in the orientation of Figure 1
and 2, the holding member 20 will be inserted into the body 12 through the first
entrance 28. After insertion of the holding member 20 into the body 12 through the
30 second entrance 30, the locking member 22 is inserted through the first entrance
28. The locking member 22 has a tight fit inside the receiving cavity 32 of the body

12 and tightly surrounds the holding member 20 on the surface 37 of the holding



reversing the first and second entrance 28 and 30 through which the | ocking
menber 22 and hol di ng nmenber 20 are inserted into the right body 12A. To 15
enable this, the geonmetry of the second entrance 30 is simlar to the
geonetry of the first entrance 28. Figure 5 shows an expl oded view of the
ri ght anchoring device 1 CA of Figures 1-4 in the orientation of Figures 3
and 4, and the right guide cable 4A. In Ekigures 5-9 and the description of
these Figures, index letters and words 20 differentiating between simlar
but distinct parts of the architectural covering | are omtted for clarity.

The body 12 of the anchori.ng device includes the receivin cavity 32 _and
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The enl ar gedotaienl of thy holdmgdiehiber 29 inside depbbdpfl 2i e sabstiantiaby pievented. di ng

menber 20 into the entrance 30, because it engages on ri d?e t43. A simlar
exte

ridge i s prd&ehodyn!4 neludess thirginolek 46 and a fou?‘th notch 47 tha nd from the
15 first entrance 28 and continue inside the receiving cavity 32. The first and second

projection 38 and 39 of the locking member 22 fit inside the third and fourth notch
46 and 47. In this way, rotation of the locking member inside the body 12 is
substantially prevented. The first, second, third, and fourth notch 44, 45, 46, and
47 continue so far into the cavity as to enable the complete insertion of the filling

20  member 20 and the locking member 22. The locking member 22 can for example
be made of a reasonably strong and stiff material, such as wood, a metal or a
plastic material, such as a polyamide or the like. The holding member 20 can
suitably be made of a reasonably strong and stiff material, such as wood, a plastic
material or a metal, preferably aluminium or an alloy such as Zamac.

25 Figure 6 shows an exploded view in cross section of the body 12 of the
anchoring device 10 in the orientation of Figures 3-5, fastening means, being in
this case a screw 50, and a wall 52. The body 12 of the anchoring device 10 is
provided with a fastening hole 54. The screw 50 can pass partly through the
fastening hole 54 and can pass through the first entrance 28 into and past the

30 receiving cavity 32, by moving the screw 50 in the direction of an arrow 56, so that
the screw 50 can be fastened inside the wall 52 thus attaching the body 12 with its
rear surface 24 to the wall 52. Preferably, the body 12 includes a third entrance 31



10 28. The body 12 includes a first notch 44 and a second notch 45 that
extend from the entrance 30 and continue inside the receiving cavity 32.
The first and second projection 40 and 41 fit inside the first and second
notch 44 and 45. In this way, rotation of the holding nmenber 20 inside the
body 12 is substantially prevented. The body 12 includes a third notch 46
and a fourth notch 47 that extend fromthg 15 first entrance 28 and conti nue
inside the receiving cavity 32. The first and second projection 38 and 39
of the locking nmenber 22 fit inside the third and fourth notch 46 and 47.
In this way, rotation of the |ocking nenber inside the body 12 is
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fastening hole 74 and a restriction 76, so that the body 60 can be fastened to for
example a window sill. Figure 7 also shows a holding member 78 that includes a
securing screw 80, which holds the guide cable 4 secured to the holding member
78. The holding member 78 can be inserted into the body 60 of the anchoring

20  device of Figure 7 by moving the holding member 78 in the direction of an arrow
82. The guide cable 4 can pass through a passage 84. When the guide cable 4 is
under tension, it will need an extra lateral force to enforce escape of the holding
member 78 from the body 60, which lateral force is not exerted during normal
operation of the architectural covering. The particular embodiment of Figure 7 has

25 the additional advantage that the holding member 78 will easily escape from the
body 60 when for example a child is caught with its head between the guide cable
4 under tension and the window, as the child will probably exert the lateral force
when struggling to get free. The shape of the passage 84 is not limited to the
shape shown in Figure 7, but can have another shape as well. It can for example

30 pass adjacent to a corner of the body 60 or can have a curved shape. The shape
of the passage 84 can be designed in order to find an optimum balance between
ease of escape as result of a lateral force and reliability of the anchoring during



surface, which can lead to a better attachment to the wall 52. Figure 7
shows an expl oded view of an alternative enbodi nent of an anchoring device
according to the invention. The anchoring device of Figure 7 can 10 repl ace
t he anchoring device 10 in Figures 2 and 4. Figure 7 shows the guide cable 4
and a body 60 having a receiving cavity 62, and having a first entrance 64
and a second entrance 66 to the receivingavity 62. The first entrance 64
includes a first bore section 68 and the second entrance 66 includes a
second bore section 70, which are oriented substantially perpendicular to

each other. The anchori n%F 15 de i ce of Fi gure 7. has a rear surface 72 having
a fasteni ng”@'ﬁ'?%‘cctﬂ?tf%t"?m '967%@} 8 Paggage At Manalternatvely bedesigneqd ta i on 76,
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106 and a second entrance 108. The first entrance 106 is connected with the
second entrance 108 by a cable duct 110. The cable duct 110 includes a first bore
section, a receiving cavity, and a second bore section. The cable duct 110 can
accommodate the guide cable 4. The anchoring device includes a screw 112 for
20 securing the guide cable 4 in the cable duct 110. The rear surface 114 of the
device can be attached to a surface of a support structure, for example a wall, a
window sill, or a window frame. In the example of Figure 8, the cable end 104 is
inserted into the body 100 through the first entrance 106 and the cable end 104
exits the body 100 through the second entrance 108. In this case, the rear surface
25 114 can be attached to a substantially horizontal surface, such as a surface of a
window sill, when the cable 4 is oriented substantially vertically. When the cable
end 104 is inserted into the second entrance 108 and the cable end 104 exits the
body 100 through the first entrance 106, the rear surface 114 can be attached to a
substantially vertical surface, such as a surface of a wall, when the guide cable 4
30 is substantially vertical. Attaching the body 100 to a surface can for example be
done by using glue or by using a screw (not shown) that partly passes through a
hole (not shown) leaving the body 100 through the rear surface 114. The cross



60 that do not touch a surface to which the body 60 is attached, can be
radiused in 5 order to prevent accidental injury to the child or to a user
of the architectural covering. Figure 8 shows a schematic view of another
enbodi nent of an anchoring device according to the invention. The anchoring
device of Figure 8 can alternatively replace the anchoring device 10 in
Figure 1. Figure 7 shows the guide 10 cabl.e 4, a body 100 and a stop nenber,
being a collar 102 in the enbodi nent of igure 8. The collar 102 can for
exanpl e be secured to the guide cable 4 by deformng the collar 102 using a
pair of pliers. The collar 102 is secured around the guide cable 4, near a
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15  anchoring device. In addition, the selection process can preferably include
considering the replacement price of the support structure, because the
attachment process can damage the support structure, and there could be a need
to replace the support structure in case the architectural covering is removed. In
selecting the surface, the surface can be either substantially parallel or

20  substantially perpendicular to the orientation of the guide cable 4. The guide cable
4 can also make an angle substantially between 0 and 90 degrees with the
surface. In this case, the guide cable 4 leaves the holding member 20 under an
angle. For illustrating next steps of the preferred method, we choose to attach the
anchoring device to a substantially horizontal surface, such as a surface of a

25  window sill. The guide cable 4 is oriented substantially vertically. In a next step of
the preferred method, depicted in Figure 9A, the body 12 of the anchoring device
10 is with its rear surface 24 attached to the window sill 116, in this example by
using the screw 50. The screw 50 is moved in the direction of an arrow 118, so
that the screw 50 can be fastened inside the window sill 116 thus attaching the

30 body 12 to the window sill 116. In a next step of the preferred method, depicted in
Figure 9B, the length of the guide cable 4 is adjusted. In this example, the guide
cable 4 is shortened to a length such that there is a distance S between the end of



section of the first entrance 106 and the second entrance 108 and possibly
also part of the cross section of the cable duct 110 may be |l ocally w dened
adj acent to a surface of the body 100 so that the collar 102 and the cable
end 104 are accommodated by the body 100 and do not project outside the
body 100. 5 Figures 9 A-E show successive steps of a preferred nethod of
mounting an anchoring device according tg the invention. In the preferred
nmet hod, the anchoring device is the anchoring device 10 of Figures 2 and 4,
in an orientation according to Figure 2. In afirst step of the preferred

met hod, a s por.t struc urf ce the n are se ted for
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a next step of cte
the body 12 by moving the locking member 22 in a direction substantially paralilel

with an arrow 126.
It is thus believed that the operation and construction of the present invention
will be apparent from the foregoing description. The invention is not limited to any
20 embodiment herein described and, within the purview of the skilled person,
modifications are possible which should be considered within the scope of the
appended claims. Equally all kinematic inversions are considered inherently
disclosed and to be within the scope of the present invention. The term comprising
when used in this description or the appended claims should not be construed in
25  an exclusive or exhaustive sense but rather in an inclusive sense. Expressions
such as: "means for ...” should be read as: "component configured for ..." or
"member constructed to ..." and should be construed to include equivalents for the
structures disclosed. The use of expressions like: "critical", "preferred”, "especially
preferred" etc. is not intended to limit the invention. Features which are not
30 specifically or explicitly described or claimed may be additionally included in the

structure according to the present invention without deviating from its scope.



Figure 9B, the length of the guide cable 4 is adjusted. In this exanple, the
guide <cable 4 is shortened to a length such that there is a distance S
between the end of 12 the guide cable 104 and the window sill 116, with the
di stance S being between predeterm ned boundaries. These boundari es depend
on a choice of the stiffness of the spring that exerts tension on the cable
4 and the length of the guide cable 4. Feferably, the distance Sis such
that the end of the guide cable 104 substantially 5 coincides with the top
of the body 12. This brings about ease of mounting of the anchoring device
10. It is for exanple possible to use a pair of scissors 120 for adjusting
the length of the cable 4. In a next step of the preferred method, depicted
in Figure 9C, the guide cable 4 is secupgffyisnsi de the hol di ng menber 20 by
fastening the securing screw 34, in th|§“§¥3nple this is done by using an
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3. Anchoring device according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the first orientation is

15  substantially perpendicular to the second orientation.

4.  Anchoring device according to one of claims 1-3, wherein the first entrance
includes a first opening and the second entrance includes a second opening,
wherein the first opening is distinct from the second opening.

20
5. Anchoring device according to one of claims 1-4, wherein the first entrance
includes a first bore section and the second entrance includes a second bore
section.

25 6. Anchoring device according to claim 5, wherein the second bore section is
oriented substantially different from the first bore section.

7. Anchoring device according to claim 6, wherein the second bore section is
oriented substantially perpendicular to the first bore section.
30



structures disclosed. The use of expressions |like: "critical", "preferred”,
"especially preferred" etc. is not intended to limt the invention.
Features which are not 30 specifically or explicitly described or clained
may be additionally included in the structure according to the present
invention wi thout deviating fromits scope. 13 Cdainms 1 Anchoring device
for anchoring an el ongate guide el enent of4 an architectural covering, the
anchoring device including a body having a rear surface, a receiving cavity
for receiving the elongate guide element, a first entrance to the receiving
cavity in a_first orientation to the rear rfac d.a second entrance to
the 5 recei 9i ngieﬁm’rﬂ'}g fevige ageoiingiq g ﬁfaﬁﬁnﬁ i—ﬂ@rﬂr'%rawoylﬂeﬂa%h wher ei n
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either throu the Ttirst entrarce e second entrance, “and
wher ei n thecgétyond orientation is substantially different fromthe first
orientation. 10 2. Anchoring device according to claim1l, wherein the body
is adapted for attachnment to a support structure of an architectural

openi ng i t B, t hanerering dedias accordimPiy élaim 8l Whetdig tise'BBllInFHricdpbiicudSa
Anchoring device according to claiml1l or 2, wherein the first orientation is

15 subst ant PEFYRNG G EWHARECAFEeyetthe elenaate gbidessiemendn. 4. Anchori ng
devi ce according to one of clainms 1-3, wherein the first entrance includes
a first opening and the second entrance includes a second opening, wherein
the first opéni Agchering dévioetactoming treclaies 8rar &) peverem. th2Gesuridg ohearnsng

devi ce accordjng.t ne of clains, 1-4, ein the first entrance |ncludes
o o Phe P brad in Q8 & ridiBe SudaRer dhe PERIE Metrieing sepeiale Hombine
sectionyn25 } VA 1 v i i ond
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section. 7. gnidetelemegt dedivderaindbedioldjng merhbeniits insitleaéisast partxdthand bor e
section is réjééi\ﬁr% %gw%»bst antially perpendicular to the first bore section.

11.  Anchoring device according to claim 10, wherein the holding member

15 can be inserted into the body of the anchoring device selectively in either of two
different orientations thus establishing the first and second orientation of the rear
surface with respect to the elongate guide element.

12. Anchoring device according to claim 10 or 11, further including a first locking

20 member that is designed to be inserted into the body of the anchoring device, the
first locking member preventing escape of the holding member from the body of
the anchoring device as a result of tension exerted by the elongate guide element
on the holding member.

25 13. Anchoring device according to claim 12, wherein a first locking member is
inserted into the body of the anchoring device in an orientation substantially
perpendicular to the orientation in which the holding member is inserted into the
body of the anchoring device.

30 14. Anchoring device according to claim 12 or 13, wherein the locking member

includes a first projection.



30 14 8. Anchoring device according to one of clains 1-7, further provided
with securing neans for securing the elongate guide el enent inside the
receiving cavity. 5 9. Anchoring device according to claim8, wherein the
securing nmeans include a securing screw that can secure the el ongate guide
el ement. 10. Anchoring device according to claim8 or 9, wherein the
securing neans further include a holdinggrenber, the holding nenber being
separate fromthe 10 body of the anchoring device, wherein the holding
menber hol ds the el ongat e gui de el ement and wherein the hol ding nenber fits
i nsi de at part of the receiving cavjty. 11. Anchorlnqhdevice
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first |qekihe 16BKIRG mEthBEEAld hetharsaRa] dto tHeepbdwy. di ng nenber from the body
of the anchoring device as a result of tension exerted by the el ongate
gui de elenent on the hol ding nenber. 25 13. Anchoring device according to
claim 12, re - ' ' r : t he
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device ggcording to one of clains 12-14, wherein the holding nenber

I ncl udes a second projection adjacent to the end of the hol ding nenber,
17. Anchoring device according to one of claims 1-16, further including a third

entrance.

18. Anchoring device according to one of claims 5-9, wherein the first bore
15 section and the second bore section are connected by the receiving cavity,

wherein the first bore section, the second bore section and the receiving cavity

together form a cable duct for accommodating the elongate guide element.

19. Anchoring device according to claim 18, wherein the securing means further

20 include a stop member, the stop member being secured adjacent to an end of the
elongate guide element, wherein the end of the elongate guide element has
passed through the cable duct.

20. Anchoring device according to one of the preceding claims, wherein the body
25 includes a hole for receiving fastening means for attachment to a wall by the
fastening means.

21. Method of mounting an anchoring device for an elongate guide element
according to one of claims 1-20 to a support structure, the anchoring device
30 including a body, the method including:
a) selecting a support structure and a surface of the support
structure to which the body of the anchoring device will be attached,



which end is designed to first enter the body of the anchoring device,
wherein the second projection |ocks behind the | ocking nenber when the
hol di ng menber and 5 the | ocking nenber are both inserted into the body. 16.
Anchoring device according to clains 10 or 11, wherein the hol di ng nmenber,
when inserted into the body of the anchoring device and when there is
tension in the elongate guide elenent, l@cks behind the body of the
anchoring device. 10 17. Anchoring device according to one of clains 1-16,
further including a third entrance. 18. Anchoring device according to one

of clains 5-9, erein the first pore 5 section and.the second bore
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ructure, e anchori ng ce 30
i ncl udi ng a bodstructhes aftethaychasnibderdcamiedagutsel ecting a support structure and
a surface of the support structure to which the body of the anchoring

device will be attached, 16 wherein the surface is either substantially
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to the elongate guide elenent or nmakes an angle wWth the el ongate gui de
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the the holding member being included by the anchoring device, and
d) inserting the holding member into the body thereby tensioning
the elongate guide element, after a), b) and c) have been carried out,
15 wherein the tension in the elongate guide element after insertion of

the holding member is within predetermined boundaries.

23. Method according to claim 22, further including:
e) inserting a locking member into the device, after d) has been
20 carried out.

24. Method according to claim 21, further including:
f)  inserting the elongate guide element into the body and
tensioning the elongate guide element, after b) of claim 21 has been
25 carried out; and
g) securing the elongate guide element inside the body, after f)
has been carried out.

25. Method according to one of claims 21-24 | further including:
30 h) shortening the elongate guide element to a length such that the
elongate guide element does not project outside the body of the
anchoring device.



5 elongate guide element with respect to the surface is uninportant for the
sel ecting; and b) attaching the body of the anchoring device to the support
structure after a) has been carried out. 10 22. Method according to claim
21, further including: c) securing the elongate guide el enent inside a
hol di ng nmenber, the hol ding nenber being included by the anchoring device,
and d) inserting the holding nenber intojyhe body thereby tensioning the

el ongate gui de elenment, after a), b) and c) have been carried out, 15
wherein the tension in the elongate guide elenment after insertion of the
hol di ng menber is within predeterm ned boundaries. 23. Method according to
claim?22, further including: e) inserting a | ocking nenber into the device,
after d) h b ! ¢ i i urt her
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, furthey iawonei ofwlaifts M-25hortening the el ongate guide element to a length
such that the elongate guide el enent does not project outside the body of
the anchoring device. 17 26. In conbination an architectural covering
havi ng an el ongate gui de el enment, an anchoring device according to any one

of clainms 1-20 and discernable instructions for nmounting the anchoring
device in accordance with a nmethod of 5 anyone of clains 21-25.





