The, present invention relates to an inproved nethod for the synthesis of
~omeprazol e, conprising the steps of reacting

5- met hoxy- 2- [ (4- net hoxy- 3, 5-di net hyl - 2- pyri -
" dinyl)-methylthiol-lH benzimdazol e wigh m chl or.operoxy- benzoic acid in a
met hyl ene chl oride solution at a substantially constant pH of about 8.0 to
8.6; extracting the reaction mxture with aqueous NaOH, separating the

aqueous phase fromthe organic phaad Sultl RGO an al kyl fornmate to the
aqueous phase, resulting in crystallization of oneprazole.

The present invention relates to an improved method for
the synthesis of omeprazole, comprising the steps of

5 reacting S-methoxy-2-{(4-methoxy-3,5-dimethyl-2-pyri-
dinyl)-methylthioc]~1H-benzimidazole with m-chloroperoxy-
benzoic acid in a methylene chloride solution at a )
substantially constant pH of about 8.0 to 8.6; extracting
the reaction mixture with aqueous NaOH; separating the

10 aqueous phase from the organic phase; and adding an alkyl

formate to the agqueous phase, resulting in crystallization
of omeprazole.
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