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15 online shopping will eventually consign brick-and-mortar stores to lose their

importance as a sales channel for goods and services. However, even though

the volume of online éhopping websites and transactions grow with each

passing year, there are few signs emerging which would indicate that brick-

and-mortar stores are losing their importance as a sales channel. it is likely

20 that brick-and-mortar stores are going to remain as an important, albeit not
sole sales channel.

Given that many of these brick-and-mortar stores are located in either
buildings or locations which are considered icons in their respective cities, like,
25 for example, Taipei 101 in Taipei, Fisherman’s Wharf in San Francisco,
- Petronas Twin Towers in Kuala Lumpur, Knightsbridge in London, Rodeo
Drive in Los Angeles and the like, it wbuld be unlikely that brick-and-ﬁoﬂar
stores will be deemed to be unnecessary in the future given that it would
affect a character and existence of many world reknown icons.
30
However, it is undeniable that the emergence of oniine shopping has led to a
need to tinker with an operations model for a brick-and-mortar store to adapt
to the needs of a modern consumer. In the past, a variety and amount of

goods stocked at brick-and-mortar stores would be limited by an amount of
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There woul d al ways be a need to bal ance a variety and anmount of goods in
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during subsequent visits to the store. Consequently, the video/music store
also suffers a detrimental loss of standing and a diminished reputation in the

eyes of the customer.

20 In this regard, the present invention aims to address the aforementioned
problem.

SUMMARY

25 In a first aspect, there is provided a method for purchasing and downloading
digital content into a digital storage apparatus. The method includes coupling
the digital storage apparatus with a storage rbank containing the digital content
to enable transfer of data from the storage bank to the digital storage
apparatus; locking the digital storage apparatus at a location of the coupling

30 with a selection apparatus, the selection apparatus being both for unlocking
the digital storage apparatus from the location of the coupling, and for
selecting the digital content for purchase; using‘a data reader included with
the selection apparatus to obtain information relating to the digital content

being selected by a user, the selection apparatus transmitting the information
2



bei ng selected by a user, the selection apparatus transmtting the
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stored at the on-site storage. The information transmtted to the storage
bank Or2R% A0k Y% an identity of the digital content and a usage term
of the digital content. It should be appreciated that the usage term of the
digital content nmay be either permanent or a pre-determined time period.
Botl$ t hi¢ is deneferaplen thaththediigitahistorage apparatus is either embedded in a

device or is a standalone digital storage unit. The digital storage apparatus

may be coupled to the storage bank using either a wired connection or a
wireless connection.

20 The storage bank may include an on-site storage apparatus and a remote
storage apparatus. The on-site storage apparatus may include storage of
digital content which is downloaded at a frequency above a pre-determined
number based on data obtained from the storage bank. It is advantageous

that the digital content which is downloaded at a freq

A

nannrvy ahnva a nra.
uency above a proe

25 determined number is downloaded at a faster rate to the digital storage
apparatus as it is stored at the on-site storage.

The information transmitted to the storage bank may include both an identity
of the digital content and a usage term of the digital content. it should be
30 appreciated that the usage term of the digital content may be either
permanent or a pre-determined time period. Both the identity of the digital
content and the usage term of the digital content may determine a cost of the
digital content. The usage term of the digital content may be a component of

the playback rights of the digital package.
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content and the usage termof the digital content may determ ne a cost of
the digital content. The usage termof the digital content nay be a
conponentwof2otoms3qabayback rights of the digital packagePThsGdewmaoesader may
be selected from for exanple, a RF receiver, a bar code reader, a serial
nunber reader, visual indicia reader -or any conbination of the
aforenentioned. It is preferable that the location of the coupling is at an
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15 audio files, picture files, e-books, e-magazines, any combination of the

aforementioned and so forth.

if . the storage bank determines that the digital storage apparatus has
insufficient capacity to receive the selected digital content, the user will
20  receive a first indication on the selection apparatus notifying the user that the
digital storage apparatus has insufficient capacity. The first indication may
include a visual indication, an aural indication, a vibrational indication and any
combination of the aforementioned, with the selected digital content being
written onto a
25
If the storage bank determines that the digital storage apparatus is able to
support high definition content, the storage bank will downioad a high
definition version of the digital content into the digital storage apparatus.

30 The method may include modifying the order using the selection apparatus,
modifying being an action like, for example, de-selecting digital content,
selecting additional digital content, changing purchase tenure of digital

content, or any combination of the aforementioned. When digital content is



content, or any conbination of the aforenentioned. Wen digital content
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may i nciheddgitalgtomasnppraratus, willike deleted fionvthe digitalstaragenapparatum, a
vi brational indication or any conbination of the aforenentioned. In a
second aspect, there is provided an apparatus for selecting digital content

for purkhdembly, dheasdlestitin appabtismaydaubad 16 upiegethapiighal steragaipl es to a
storage bank. The a'% aratus_includes a key (either a physical structure or
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transcejver for transmtti.ng.the order. tg the storage bank, and receiving
noti 11 Y ESATRIGy # NS adicetinn. o el insfication, & wigationalindisatiapLor

conti nug,l,* Yogdienest the foentditiongd. bank using either a wired connection
or a wireless connection. The storage bank may preferably include an

on-Kite storage apparatus and a renpte storage apparatus. The on-site
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faster rate to the_digital storage apparatus as it is stored at the on-site
st or ageStorage bapkef be Annarahis inciddes ¢t key éaither amphysical sHUGER OTtehe user i s

Srrp! CHPIBSTARARGh St i) AL RO 0B R SHERT b,
anylxontsimeral @f thé digital storage apparatus when coupled to the storage bank; a
data reader for obtaining an order comprising information relating to the digital
content selected for purchase by a user; and a wireless transceiver for
transmitting the order to the storage bank and receiving notifications on the
apparatus. Preferably, the apparatus may be continually connected to the
20 storage bank using either a wired connection or a wireless connection. The
storage bank may preferably include an on-site storage apparatus and a
remote storage apparatus. The on-site storage apparatus may include storage
of digital content which is downloaded at a frequency above a pre-determined
number based on data cbiained from the storage bank. The digital content
25 which is downloaded at a frequency above a pre-determined number is
downloaded at a faster rate to the digital storage apparatus as it is stored at
the on-site storage. '

It is preferable that the location is at an area where the user is able to obtain

30 access to the digital content in a form such as, for example, a graphical
description, a textual description, a sample portion, any combination of the
aforementioned and so forth.



af orenenti oned and so forth. The digital storage apparatus nmay be either
enbedded in a device or a standalone digital storage unit. Preferably, the
i nf or mat iwo 20adssdes both an identity of the digital corCesGen@@susage
termof the digital content. The usage termof the digital content nay be
ei ther permanent or a pre-determned tinme period. It is preferable that
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the aforenentioned. The digital content may be selected from for exanple,
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nodul e to provide an indication to the user, the indication being, for
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The apparatus may further include a display showing the order, with the
display being a panel such as, for example, LCD, TFT, and OLED.. The
apparatus may also further include controls for modifying. the order, modifying
being an action such as, for example, de-selecting digital content, selecting
20 additional digitai content, changing purchase tenure of digital content, or any
combination of the aforementioned. The apparatus may also further include
an indicator module to provide an indication to the user, the indication being,
for example, illumination, vibration, audio, or any combination of the
afnaramantinnad Th

s e it il w S

25  to aid the user in confirming the user's position.

In a third aspect, there is provided a platform for purchasing ahd downloéding
digital content into a digital storage apparatus, the platform being af a location
where the digital storage apparatus couples to a storage bank. The platform
30 may include a locking device for ensuring non-removal of the digital storage
apparatus when coupled to the storage bank; and at least one data
transmission channel (either a wired or a wireless connection) for coupling the
digital storage apparatus to the storage bank. It is preferable that the digital



digital storage apparatus to the storage bank. It is preferable that the
digital storage apparatus is |ocked to the platformuntil a user unlocks the
di gi tal swonagasafaparatus fromthe | ocking device usi ngprPaTse2entonasso
apparatus. Preferably, the |location may be at an area where the user is
able to obtain access to the digital content in a formsuch as, for
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storage unit. It is preferable that the storage bank includes an on-site
storage apparatus and a renote storage apparatus. The on-site storage
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appar at aoremgntioned aht sorfbethnmat i on to t he storage bank, the information
I ncluding both an identity of the digital content and a usage termof the
digital content. The usage termof the digital content may be either
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the aforementioned and so forth. The sel ection apparatus may include a data
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face-to Ont et actioon aperson, an In era

macli nede@rinedcsumber bas:eahomdzﬂa obtdgiined drom the storage bank. The digital
content which is downloaded at a frequency above a pre-determined number
is downloaded at a faster rate to the digital storage apparatus as it is stored at

the on-site storage.

20 The selection apparatus may transmit information to the storage bank, the
information including both an identity of the digital content and a usage term
of the digital content. The usage term of the digital content may be either
permanent or a pre-determined time period. Both an identity of the digital
centent and the usage term of the digital content detarmines a cost of the

25 digital content. The digital content may be selected from, for example, video
files, audio files, picture files, e-books, e-magazines, any combination of the
aforementioned and so forth. .

The selection apparatus may include a data reader such as, for example, a
30 REF receiver, a bar code reader, a serial number reader, visual indicia reader,
any combination of the aforementioned and the like.

The platform may further include a transaction functionality for carrying out the

transaction of a form such as, for example, a face-to-face interaction with a
7



out over the internet, any conbination of the aforenmentioned and so forth.
In the platform if the storage bank determ nes that the digital storage
appar at uswbasioossubfi ci ent capacity to receive digital eomsentsgedssct ed
using the selection apparatus, the user will receive an indication on the
sel ection apparatus notifying the user that the di.gital storage apparatus
has i nspéfsog, antinteapelion withﬁm)ﬂ‘aéﬂk:miaohlrmpaaseﬂassofrmatrticlibhbmarilwI ude an
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content, changi ng purchase tenure of digital content, any conbination of

the aforerrent i oned and so forth. DESCRI PTI ON OF DRAW NGS I n order that the
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r ef er enthe selekction mmmyrtm uskl wiill 'rateive & andibaton bhotheesdlestions a
process flow for a method t he present invention. Figure 2 shows

gr aphi caPP@@M%ﬁeHiyaig th%uw taagm%étglf@hsﬁmaemgratyé agi inguffipientet hod of
Figure dq ﬁpre 3 shows a graphical representation of a platformof the
pr esent |nve tion. Figure 4 shows a representation of an area of depl oynent
for the present invention. Figure 5 shovvs a graphical representation of

steps of the nethod of Fi ure 6 shows schemat i ¢ di agram
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PREFERRED Ew%brﬁwgﬁﬁpﬁnﬁéiﬁglérﬂstatcggnggfés%he%%“ﬁ@ésﬁgm I'n |g s 1 and 5,
a met hogorment.opelecting additional digital content changing purchase tenure of

digital content, any combination of the aforementioned and so forth.

15 DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

In order that the present invention may be fully understood and readily put into

practical effect, there shall now be described by way of non-limitative example

only preferred embodiments of the present invention, the description being
20  with reference to the éccompanying illustrative drawings.

Figure 1 shows a process flow for a method of the present invention.
. Figure 2 shows graphical representations of a selection apparatus used with
the method of Figure 1.
25 Figure 3 shows a graphical representation of a platform of the present
invention, |

Figure 4 shows a representation of an area of deployment for the present )
invention.

Figure 5§ shows a graphical representation of some steps of the method of
30 Figure 1.
Figure 6 shows a schematic diagram for the selection apparatus.

Figure 7 shows an overview of a possible system supporting the method of
the present invention.



pur chasi ng and downl oadi ng digital content into a digital storage apparatus
at a location where the digital content nmay be accessible. Figure 1 shows a
process fwowofenssddhe met hod 20, while Figure 5 shows nore€lrisgoaorngo3ge aphi cal
representations of certain steps of the nethod 20. The digital content may

be, for exanple, video files, audio files, picture files, e-books,

e- magazpESERIPTION ©PPREFERRED EMBODIMENTSI oned and so forth. The
digital storage apparatus may be either embedded in a device or a
standal one digital storage unit. The aforenmenti oned device may be, for

i nst anqﬁo?m@%}éﬁg@gl e R %R&Nnalr{‘qflgti@sd 1diggigt 8l £Hhethod RoeRSr devi ce,

and so storage appafatus as depicted in Figure 5 is
enmbeddegslirchasing andhddwinidadirgadigital corttentintma di@talcﬂol’agﬁwrﬂglsﬁi Fi gures

1
appat at BdocEton TS 166 e BanlRToa S0 ReaP TP R FgPCh iU &1 Fo
enabl e ﬁlﬁﬁ%%%\iﬂordtﬁé%éfw Q@ewﬁﬂéfﬁ@.@rebgrého%% h@nlllhﬁtneg]@rapmcalt or age

appar at us he st orage bank S ollective term cl udes an

82 :I tereg:‘eselgatmmoefrmrtmnfma)smﬂth& m@m%ZQIBHQGQ'%EQP@P&@% € The
ite storage a s
connect B4 Wf‘ﬁ’e{%’n@B ﬁ'ﬁ%r "8921 3”%%%%%2&3@%§3uc Tor exaé"rrbi's:)laz?y ?ﬁg e

i nt er negoABinalOMDf itiie Efcﬁéh%nﬁonérb%\nﬂ%mfcfﬂl‘sﬂbfea@gltalpsﬂareajeuapﬁatuw be
physically located in either a same countr

or t Th

Iro (ra(r)ripﬁe mayreeyeithgrprmbedded in ﬁe@ﬂ\l'?ﬁ:%éest@@é?'@ﬁ? %ﬁt@rﬁ?ﬁg%%ﬁolfn'ygﬁ%ked eby a
rie I tp

accessi %@E?@%Pﬁ%gsab@é&%gg%ee foEelng’(Geﬁ'ch{eg %ﬁgggg@é eﬂ?@aer at uF;DSS amay be
Oltoe(rjat eﬁalﬁ%héldk r d@f)tals egﬁeﬁalnmerdl deviae, amck sot foithe Thieo digitehnpioeader novi e
studio, a boo u blish
et o SPRRANS ndlegedod miguh B e oot cppatene e, Bifler e
propri e%ﬁ{ imﬁﬁasa gion where the digital content is

accessi urc | e. The on-site storage apparatus 102 may include a
scrégén 114 V\:hl ch may show PP g

Referring to Figures 1, 5A and 7, the method 20 includes coupling (22) the
digital storage apparatus 100 with a storage bank 90 containing the digital
content to enable transfer of data from the storage bank 90 to the digital
storage apparatus 100. The storage bank 90 is a collective term which
20 includes an on-site storage apparatus 102 and a remote storage apparatus 93.
The on-site storage apparatus 102 and the remote storage apparatus 93 may
be connected with one another on a network 95, such as, for example, the
internet as shown in Figure 7. The remote storage apparatus 93 may be
physically located in either a same country or a different country. The remote
25 storage apparatus 93 may include content which is not “stocked” by a
proprietor of the location where the digital content is accessible/purchasable.
As such, the remote storage apparatus 93 may be operated by a rights owh;:r
of digital content like, for example, a movie studio, a book publisher, a music
publisher and so forth. However, the remote storage apparatus 93 may also
30 be owned and operated by the proprietor of the location where the digital

content is accessible/purchasable.

The on-site storage apparatus 102 may include a screen 114 which may show

" contents to guide a user using the on-site apparatus 102. Referring to Figure
9



contents to guide a user using the on-site apparatus 102. Referring to

Fi gure2A, the user is shown an option on the screen 114 to nmeke a purchase
usi ng ei tWenommsenbi ne catal og 116 (accessi bl e at the oRCIiSGeo®I00I3EYE
apparatus 102) or a selection apparatus 104 (by selecting an option of
"key" 118). Wiile a keyboard 140 is shown incorporated on the on-site
appar atafg théUset kesliownean dptoman the sereeud hd demsake agpuchassusiig shown)

whi ch woul d not .r equi f ejth i
e ce et aRninGcrasaioo L1 treseina abte orise aece shatpE R ce may be
usabl e W%e?é@oﬁcéﬁﬁé\'amw 108 (! sdi8btety aANGHtidrY Bf “kS@UT )4 Vehitwva a

possi bl'e dep oyment” ‘exanp plurality of the on-site storage apparatus
102 at keyboamk140ds showarintokparated authesen-sita gppasaiuscti2 thescesd 202, DVDs

204 and, f el at L2 206 ] ' i
Che 5 1 KE4 TIRICDR G KTeo gDy serrerh {5y REOWRL QT wold r Fea e B0 (107 50"
appar at 89%ithé||' B KelyBbara4096r g oiersinpat Heviceg Altgrmativelysthk02 may be

depl oyed at any location retailing digital content. The |ocation 200 of the
on- si t ekeyboard)d 48ppanatiae orENHinpUL Aeviggemay & upable when gh‘?réf‘"é?rqrhl s whi ch

aid the Pg@&\%&oﬁﬁlé_g%hgig??t he digital content desired by the user. The

Iocati011 : I'Te storage apparatus 102 may be at an area where
the user is able to obtain access to the materials which aid the user in

el ecting the digital desi -
et eFiduTe daphoeia aesebie eplymont e it mbIBhor TR IMEME bor  Ton,
or any &B(Fgﬂ%‘ﬁéb%{éaﬁ 1 Pﬁ%t%f IRt lo B Q%G)Qeﬂiﬂg'%i golBEtidrof t he

coupl i ng ( storage apparatus 100 and the storage bank 90 may
be enabCBs 202,D¥DsiP4 bad dekpted paraphergaliagpadikeder esampla. Postensy st

receptor. 101 of t n-site storage f igr entor 101
may i ncPigiRrials BﬁgBﬁ@j“(ecﬁ‘r‘l%@f’ﬁ?‘g%oqg@g%gbﬁ)ﬁé?% R!a“%ﬁ& ic%féﬁés({rg%gég)e
appar at s't%rég%@ aWYbetUBeI S e liRtifiiass ampanadites sidiage Algparalasi @2y, t he
first receptor 101 may be sinply for placenent of t?e ii i.tal,storage
apphs at mayloe deplayed & gny lecalioprraipiiing giital Gentent 14e %‘rg%'of’oz@é Pel essly
the on-site storage apparatus 102 may include accessibility to materials which
aid the user in selecting the digital content desired by the user. The location
200 of the on-site storage apparatus 102 may be at an area where the user is
able to obtain access to the materials which aid the user in selecting the
20 digital content desired by the user in a form such as, for example, a graphical
description, a textual description, a sample portion, or any combination of the

aforementioned.

Referring to Figure 5A, the coupling of the digital storage apparatus 100 and

25 the storage bank 90 may be enabled by placing the digital storage apparatus
100 into a first receptor 101 of the on-site storage apparatus 102. The first
receptor {01 may include a physical connector for conhecting the digital
storage apparatus 100 with the on-site storage apparatus 102. Alternatively,
the first receptor 101 may be simply for placement of the digital storage

30 apparatus 100 as the digital storage apparatus 100 is able to wirelessly
connect with the on-site storage apparatus 102.

The coupling of a plurality of models of digital storage apparatus 100 and the

storage bank may be enabled by including a plurality of connecting
" 10



connect with the on-site storage apparatus 102. The coupling of a plurality
of nodels of digital storage apparatus 100 and the storage bank nay be
enabl ed byoi2oolosgdi4ng a plurality of connecti ngmechani smpCOISGRID/000886i t
storage apparatus 102. For exanple, wired connectors 108, nenory card slots
110, and a second receptor 112 are shown as part of the on-site storage

appar atrhecHisrhe & giiee oBsiteT retorfages appacaips 0102.0 Foregxample, dwiredr from t he
second receptor 112, with eac

rodil S/ OPpERIORD I, AMeRIogy s PR gd eyt & 58540 T0RteREt 4,87 %3

| nst a”fst%gl\od?\g@s%‘rhof 956 RirPEitd Yloragdlapparatu®y 102fiheFigote BT fiygtes/ f or ns

of dig ~storage apparatus 100, "each receptor 101°, 112 nmay have, for
exanpl aeceptbf 40¢may alsoediffer fronihet sacond recepter I1ads withwaaheiesspPtept hs, and

so forth,, T nory card slots, 11 used: W d XD
car ds, rﬁﬁy gge'f"gc‘yI?r gt amﬂd%ﬁgyﬁ%ﬁ@pl%ﬁnéﬁgﬁﬂﬁ gtno\?‘g)?% ?pg’usaé?@gl : 2{ o? age
appar at4{fp, Hdicaly, & o aess wierekash ingcaptoh 101 DI2 8 far differere
apparatus 1 using known wirel ess technol ogi es, such as, far npl e,
Bl'uet oonbdelpitypes/fopms adrgligitahstosagg @PPﬁ'.’atW]grqot ﬁ@CBirSF?Bﬁorsﬁ)ar 332 appar at us

100 connect,s W . ' = Sd t I gi
stor agdnag i (6f BSRMBIS Uttt SohRecSrs” AR RBA] BIOS, dredt? % Re
on- si t ed&iths,aafl epfatiat us 102 in either the slots 110 or receptors 101 ,

112. Referring to Figures 1 and 2A, subsequently in the nmethod 20, the
di di®* al storage apparatus 100 is locked (24) in the receptor 101. The

| ockin el t i
ng‘?% :ﬁé}ﬁouglparrgfé&%é 1&@@%@9}?%@& Withl8D ¢Brus PeFecral eXDhvardeovi ng 107

the sel ection ap ) froma receptacle 106 of the on-site
st or age‘ra@panastick” 1Gtds EHre the likeglroaddiiendihg digital sierage appRiASus 100 may

be bv, exanpl e, covering _openin ne and the
slots 111‘86 “@Ycﬁg? !Cr‘?&nSf’t Wﬁg%&s@i \fvglp %i? §Léé}@ S&é%ﬁ%ﬁ@fé‘% 12 %g]goc kabl e
connect kRvBeRABES EchsIBgidle slichi bel fort exanplea pBhretdath, WDBFi, 3@ aced in
the receptors 101 , 112, and the slots 110, and so fortr The | ocki ng of
t hel di gGPRS sangd | fappardhes the digital storage apparatus 100 connects

wirelessly with the on-site storage apparatus 102, the digital storage
apparatus 100 may still be placed and preferably locked with the on-site
storage apparatus 102 in either the slots 110 or receptors 101, 112.

20 Referring to Figures 1 and 2A, subsequently in the method 20, the digital
| storage apparatus 100 is locked (24) in the receptor 101. The locking of the
digital storage apparatus 100 may be enabled by removing 107 the selection
apparatus 104 (26) from a receptacle 106 of the on-site storage apparatus

102. The locking of the digital storage apparatus 100 may be by, for example,

25  covering openings of the receptors 101, 112, and the siots 110, anchoring of
the digital storage apparatus 100 using lockable connecting mechanisms
when the digital storage apparatus 100 is placed in the receptors 101, 112,

and the slots 110, and so forth. The locking of the digital storage apparatus

100 ensures a presence of the digital storage apparatus 100 at the on-site

30 storage apparatus 102 as long as the selection apparatus 104 is not placed in

the receptacle 106.

The selection apparatus 104 may be used both for unlocking the digital

storage apparatus 100 from the receptor 101 of the on-site storage apparatus
11



100 ensures a presence of the digital storage apparatus 100 at the on-site
storage apparatus 102 as long as the selection apparatus 104 is not placed
in the rewopvanlse44t06. The sel ection apparatus 104 nay peTIsSeahomoa3so f or

unl ocking the digital storage apparatus 100 fromthe receptor 101 of the
on-site storage apparatusl02 at the location of the coupling, and for

sel ect i hg2tatethei lpcation ebrthertouplingp anchisseseleeting the digitabtdoateritofor Ref er ri ng

to Figu tic diagramof the selection apparatus 104,
t he sel é@EC?‘@\r%@éggéﬁ‘gﬁ%%}aW. ncl ude a data reader 602. The data reader
602 may be used to obtain information relating to the digital content being

sel ected by the user. The data reader 602 may be selected from for
exanpl eReferrng, tac Eigie, 6 whigh shewsr a-sdlemalics giagiamh eftibe selgglion a vi sual

appa o BePals 1045 e SOERHAR R Blus' 164 BB RIS Aite FaRe R0, 1o

digit aIkThenjaiatredéen 6e2l ningy beeausegto oftain En;]fbﬂnalfdn :maﬁﬁg t@@h@{mﬁgifatigf% ngh
1 I us on e S ectron a alr at us | C

P Rtetiheig Selacted by R oYeR Ths ke T839PEE03 ey beceiared o

wi 1 el esfrohd, 3556RAMBle, G48F ve*@%é}t?i;e ga@éretaod’é Felde? Sa %égﬁﬁgqrﬁﬁéf’féé%iertae

information to the storag transni ssi nformation to the
st or ageVisaakingiriangadar ori any cambinatiamof thecafordroentivnexh The sélection SI te

o ol 2 aBBRGHE HRa 1My, ol allol e s BB IMediatial trlefiia i eidtala ot he
st or agecHnwit 9esired bydﬁé ueek. e irféAAtidry nify Eé‘@n@&r@dt@m@ﬁﬂi@% and a

usage termof the digital content. The usage termof the digital content

may be 804ReyuUsieg @aﬂ@mayo@f)@ a5y theyselestion @pperats k4 whighsisvaitakch o

| oani ngggq h the

I dent i ty %ﬁﬁ@%tsc?éé I gr ta% %A%‘?%q} égﬂéﬁ{tﬁ%qgg’gggg g# tr?qa\j(\)"frg@%éqﬁ%ﬁcﬁ E’%Pcont ent

may det 608&i which emxblesfwrréiesshtgartsmlssmt ehthe Thiermatige tbetha sforage d} gi La|

glogffte bank 9%6 T?\e tra sorrq{esg}onogf leg mgt?okn ’E(; gnet %to?’;gg b%lnﬁl th |m£ acka\g g of the
transmitting the information to the on-site storage apparatus 102. The

selection apparatus 104 will be described in greater detail in a subsequent
section.

20  The information transmitted to the storage bank 90 includes both an identity of
the digital content and a usage term of the digital content. The usage term of
the digital content may be either permanent or a pre-determined time period
(similar to loaning, except without a need to return the digital content). Both
the identity of the digital content and the usage term of the digital content may

25 determine a cost of the digital content. The usage term of the digital content

may be a component of playback rights of a .digital package of the digital
~ content. A.

Referring to Figure 1, in the method 20, the information received from the
30 selection apparatus 104 is processed (30) at the storage bank 90 to
determine the digital content selected by the user. The processing of the
information at the storage bank 90 may be done at the on-site storage
apparatus 102 as the on-site storage apparatus 102 also has data processing

capabilities. After processing the information at the storage bank 90, the
12



content. Referring to Figure 1, in the nethod 20, the information received
fromthe selection apparatus 104 is processed (30) at the storage bank 90
to det er mvoeotons3dsgi t al content sel ected by the user. Phe/Spravesesng of
the information at the storage bank 90 may be done at the on-site storage
apparatus 102 as the on-site storage apparatus 102 al so has data processing
capabi |stetage bank &0 brweéeid@emniaeithedﬁmlimtmt selecteddrathe bagk 90,

user £ 4P MeBRoRs B8 dlale steibg AR BB 50 ppar ot s 100. The storage
bank 90 then determ nes whether the digital storage apparatus 100 is able

to either support high definition digital content (32). If the digital
st or agel R§ staragasbano 90<thgp| deteanisgs puhether dhe dligitalistorggedapparalusont ent |

t he st W I i LN L Si Ofi: digital
contsen?{ ﬁfs OQ? ﬁ‘gt"gi{é&%yf’ug‘%@é‘? é'%fn'ﬁirt'gﬂ u@&%loécérggﬁt Yﬁ) t"ﬁg]ed{jlglgt? gl st orage
a![opar atstgrét{wk a:pFaraIUs atﬂoegi ab@ﬁpﬁqpp@tﬂgl?gldg{e:ﬂmiﬂdmdigﬁbgicb?tetrﬁ,oﬂ‘fje.an_ti It he
st or age ,ban 0 a on hi efinition version of e digita
cont oncstprte Prak StoMILHoRBEdgs N delntion rpae! tetdighelsanisat
appreci; ; | ﬁ:ﬁfa | § ¢ e Sl : by t may be
in a c&ﬁiﬁfﬂ‘i@gitaﬁgt?{%&?g e H)gr ig?mvﬁ gﬁhgghﬁﬁgaé%g@ggﬁ%}%c?g% ﬁ)wdi spl ay
t he hi gh welf ahle tersupporthbighi defirition aligitalt content nthienstosage banknwilhe di gi t al
starage, a ratus 100. does.npt have nedi lLayback capahiljty,.the storage
et S ABEAA el gt aEnifibe VBiFoRcer el oA BrnRE Ao, s eiclial, ot s 164
in rel adtordyd apphritis100h@aysSRIshouRi Besagpreciied Bhatnthel Kigh\eRstiitsh or a non
hi gh defi fﬁgt [ oﬁpeer_si on Q?Gt)he sel ected %i)gi tal content. gAI ternatively, the
et Pﬁd vaysien,ollbecdigitalyenrdentsmen hqhma gﬁﬂ}b@ﬁ@?d!ﬂ'tﬁl tite feemahwhigh ver Si on’
0 e iy g appar at us
i t hout LR YespRiTiESted & ARORVHBHGRHErAfOf of ik LitaPLAHERE
conmpati bility/playback issues for the non high definition version of
Suw | thglrlnf %rgtlrceuﬁt hplg[\]/vlgé]nethneetd%?t%l %?dragtggeapsg)ta%t%%e16)0a %egonott ear\]/edrente%Eam nes

playback capability, the storage bank 90 may seek confirmation from the user

via the selection apparatus 104 in relation to whether the user prefers a high

definition version or a non high definition version of the selected digital

content. Alternatively, the method 20 may be configured such that only the

20 non high definition version of the digital content is made available to a digital
storage apparatus 100 without media playback capability given a lower
incidence of compatibility/playback issues for the non high definition version of

digital content.

25 In the method 20, the storage bank 90 then determines whether the digital
content selected by the user is also selected by other users at the location
200 at a fréquency above a pre-determined number (38). If at least one of the
digital content selected by the user is also selected by other users at the
location 200 at the frequency above the pre-determined number, that digital
30 content is stored at the on-site storage apparatus 102 and obtained from the
on-site storage apparatus 102 (40). The digital content which is downloaded
from the on-site storage apparatus 102 is downloaded at a faster rate to the
digital storage apparatus 100 compared to digital content which is

downloaded from the remote storage apparatus 93. If at least one of the
13



content selected by the user is also selected by other users at the

| ocati on 200 at a frequency above a pre-determ ned nunber (38). If at |east
one of thwodngivasad4scontent sel ected by the user is al sopsglsSecom@®dodBg0 ot her
users at the location 200 at the frequency above the pre-determ ned nunber,
that digital content is stored at the on-site storage apparatus 102 and

obt ai ne&gﬁabn@mmt aelested by thewgsenipalsn selented (yoptherhasears gatt thie cont ent

&t ast dpoRs 248 Bl BRGeley ek gBeCy R e ANRE, Aulihedy oA aRHG c2l o
cont entcodtent id Stolednhpang dehictd SthRage BPparailior AUF obRApedifrtdmOthe | f at
| east one of thedigital content select ed'&@lé the user is also selected by

ot her u&siefesstorage ppparatys FoZt Thet digiialesetept Mdueh g devaleastast ni ned

, di gl tal | t d
obt 3 nelo e oo, sEPAUE Bppaecs 3337 dirigiacS I CSRLRG G BPERLT, o7 "
Wlni ch i@igitiaM/trétOﬁ]@idapp?naltmtnemrcenme@?eo a?%rat usnfh%néi svmn(ijfym-isi)afled at a
sitower rate to gl tal StoOor e appar at us onpar e 0. dlglita
cont ent dQwplogded &8%&'&%0@3{3\*@ o%&f%@pgﬁp@ﬁtﬁs st@% gtﬁn%&ﬁﬁa?fgiwrgﬁtz because
of i ”heﬁ&%{ﬁﬁﬁﬁ&'ﬁbnéﬁ?&%'t fdrifd HaérletibAIEd @mtéi‘éa%fﬁflaéﬁgk?“ded physi cal

di st ances. e storage. bank 90 next determ nes her t I gital storage
apparatus 100 has sufficient capacity to receive the selected digital

co nt(44). If th or age, hank. 90 determ.nes,t.hat .the digital storage

ool at T0S Reyeincbii 307 hercameRtings Wi er A8 Hiolh sibrite adtardius o/ o

cont ent @@ Glhs $UTRcIERE CapAdity RF RIceveAttd éélbcié@ﬁhl@lr‘ﬂbi edntent (4e). 3etRet i on

apparatus 104 notlf&{/n the user that the digital storage apparatus 100 has
iy

i nsuf f i $iPEage e eterenipes sthat {he cdigitah gee appaiatded Ras i ndi cat or

modul e fbinlert REpaRhF 56 180oaRRARE SbpsdP A SHAM el RePraY h 2

transm ssron trom orage banhk receive ranscei ver 608
of the mekaa adinstdpdization onlibé. seldntioh apdaratud ©0d notifying theeusslthat | on
i ncl ude, for a visual jn n, .an. aural

"Pars at e diotalRhrags ahasratuened RENSHIGIN SaRmeiva T st Mdigation
af or enepigy B Provifled Ui aR IndiBSIAMEINES B b heélsaldclbn Séﬁb’a?&%samlﬁﬂ atus
as shown in Figure 6, with a transmission from the storage bank 90 being
received by the transceiver 608 of the selection apparatus 104. The first
indication on the selection apparatus 104 may include, for example, a visual
20 indication, an aural indication, a vibrational indication or any combination of
the aforementioned. In such an instance where the digital storage apparatus
100 has insufficient capacity to receive the selected digital content, the
selected digital content may be written onto a portable storage device such as,
for example, magnetic disc media, portable solid state memory, and the like.
25 As such, the on-site storage apparatus 102 may also include a
facility{papability to write data onto magnetic disc media.

Subsequently, the storage bank 90 determines whether a modification has
been made to a selection of the digital content (order)(48). The modification
30 may be made using the selection apparatus 104, with the modification being,
for example, de-selecting digital content, selecting additional digital content,
changing a purchase tenure of digital content, or any combination of the
aforementioned. In an instance where the at least one digital content is de-

selected, the de-selected content which has been downloaded into the digital
' 14



100 has insufficient capacity to receive the selected digital content, the
selected digital content nmay be witten onto a portable storage device such
as, for ewergploansssmagneti c di sc nmedia, portable solid staceseemorngissand t he
| i ke. As such, the on-site storage apparatus 102 may al so include a
faC|I|ty/capab|I|ty to wite data onto nmagnetic disc nedia. - Subsequently,
t he st ostetpgebappaatusi 406 rwill fus deleted omathendigitat atarage appabatas 188de to a
selectuﬁ@ of the digital content (order)(48). The nodification may be nmade
using t )selection apparatus 104, with the nodification being, for
exanpl e, de-selecting digital content, selecting additional digital

content, changing a gurchase tenure of digital content, or any conbination

of the At Bizitnetutendbe digitalcanientbriag Wewnloaded into| thesligitalestarage: al

content wnl oaded
R T O R R e T T e G

st or ageTlap pigital contsiil Wlﬁﬁjut the digital packageris inddmpkétyiandl magmoatide bei ng
downl oac‘ed into the digita stora e apparatus_ 100 do not contain a digital
packagePlayed ?ﬁkﬁ’@ HMA &phyeﬁt: deyse/appheatinnyi t al content without the
di gital package is inconplete and nmay not be played back on any nedia
pl-ayback devi ce/ application. Referring to Figures 1 and 5B - 5E, the user
t hen i nRefenting ta Figunesat andrb} 545E dtiei usprtthenrisitibtes Qarartsaptlonmﬁé)a t he

di |taI cont t. ferring to e 5 theu heck out™”
15 optq‘ﬂﬂp% Fiﬁ?@&noa? h8§gl€ dé%%é&??ﬁ? %ﬁ@ﬁm& dgf”rteo nitiate
the trameagsemdyp g@lédthase;hbbﬁ litgi1sal oﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ thé\fé@{)la%eb%téfnﬂ\é he "check
out” 150 option, the user places the selection apparatus 104 back into the

r ecept a2¢lectiaye apparatisoh04 toe injtiaieatie tppaactians tQGQUFCHQS% Hbendigitaki gure 5C.
The useg

T ek ARB: SE At g ARG A TARREpUGA 8" (68 Plgebcye on 114
from fseleetiamppparatu$ et back date uhetrebeptadm 106t oF thaoensswe storagent er act i on
WL 2 BATEN IRShLDC (as ShaN) L B Sl B8 Ohay Thn S o e o
purchase” 160 option on the screen 114 to proceed with the transaction. The
transaction may be of a form selected from, for example, a face-to-face
interaction with a person, an interaction with a payment machine (as shown),
a series of instructions carried out over the internet, and any combination of
20 the aforementioned. In this instance shown in Figure 5D, the user is using a
credit card 170 at the on-site storage apparatus 102 to make payment for the
purchase. The digital package of the digital content is downloaded into the
digital storage apparatus 100 once the transaction for the digital content is
completed. It is preferable that the on-site storage apparatus 102 is able to
25 accept alternative payment modes besides credit cards 170, such as, for
example, savings account-linked transaction cards, stored value cards, third
pérty enabled transactions and so forth.

Finally, after completion of the transaction, the digital storage apparatus 100
30 may be removed from the on-site storage apparatus 102 (56). Referring to -
Figure 5E, the selection apparatus 104 may be placed into the receptacle 106
which correspondingly unlocks the digital storage apparatus 100. Thus, the
selection apparatus 104 remains at the on-site storage apparatus 102

subsequent to an unlocking of digital storage apparatus 100. A power source
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the aforenmentioned. In this instance shown in Figure 5D, the user is using
a credit card 170 at the on-site storage apparatus 102 to nmake paynent for
t he pur chaieeoiofisas4di gi t al package of the digital contentcrscdasmbaaded i nto
the digital storage apparatus 100 once the transaction for the digital
content is conpleted. It is preferable that the on-site storage apparatus
102 i s efvthe tselentionpapparadus 04y enquaatem tbemshiargese whirs the astilectionr ds 170,

such as r e L QS - L hpked transaction cards, stored

val ue c%?éﬁatf%ﬁ%lsp@?fs‘%dgﬁgﬁ %@gﬁfﬁ%[ﬁ\@& ons and so forth. Finally, after
conpletion of the transaction, the digital storage apparatus 100 may be
renoved_fromthe on-site storage apparatus 102 (56). Referring to Figure

5E, t hePden cplasingaihsasalectiom arpamjus d04 intodhei recopiaste 1064ptuadoak 106 whi ch
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cel ot R UBHaY SRS Bipdiafus'n 8018t rothOUASE, (B REHE Borts aifBtud o
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st orage appar at.us removal I tal storage apparatus 100 from
t he on-for exasiple o &isuppindinaiion] @p, aurakindigation; avikrptianaltindicafidnnary recei ve

2 SBS hABF SPBLT CEhal e SL A hGa © 1
exanpl emag be Geibtddsh B s@tBenan 426MthE dndslte toradb agpaighigpgnal

i ndi cation, or any conbination of the aforenentioned. Alternatively, the
second indication may be depicted on the screen 114 of the on-site storage

appar at gL Pbtncﬁgaghgt Pﬁ%ﬁgélﬁ%ptr%?éntgﬁcﬁé Gthd ?/8@835 %{g@é\'@&ﬁ A the

vari ous apparatus as desclibed in the arorementioned: net USt ng t he
rﬁqui ﬁ i de:sdrilbgsdriasthefaiwealnemtodu;i et di20 edirigtheerdquisitel figures sa::o)almanner , as
t he sical representatjons of the various apparatus are pure or

i | Ilégt )r/'&?ti }a/lée pﬁ_BB_%‘Q@Ee. -Ih’ a§§eé'8?1 NG s PecBNY t RGNSl s B?th%EEhﬂﬁ%ﬁLpar at us
for sel RprbsehtdtiGhd 8f tHeOrHrRis apparatus are purely for illustrative purposes.

In a second aspect, there is provided an apparatus for selecting digital content
for purchase from a location where a digital étorage apparatus couples to a

20 storage bank. This is the selection apparatus 104 used in the method 20 as
described earlier. The digifal content may be, for example, video files, audio
files, picture files, e-books, e-magazines, any combination of the
aforementioned and so forth. The digital storage apparatus may be either
embedded in a device or a standalone digital storage unit. The

25 aforementioned device may be, for instance, a mobile phone, a PDA, a
handheld digital entertainment device, and so forth. The digital storage
apparatus as depicted in Figure 5 is embedded in a handheld digital
entertainment device. Reference is made to Figures 2 and 6 when describing
the selection apparatus 104. It should be noted that a physical representation

30 of the selection apparatus 104 as depicted in the aforementioned figures
should not be considered to be limiting in any manner, and any physical
representation is purely for illustrative purposes.
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for purchase froma |location where a digital storage apparatus couples to a
storage bank. This is the selection apparatus 104 used in the nethod 20 as
descri bedveaniwmss445The digital content may be, for exanplCe/SGom®0o03si| es,
audio files, picture files, e-books, e-magazi nes, any conbi nation of the
aforenentloned and so forth The dlgltal storage apparatus nmay be either
enbeddethe rsteragevbask &0 s atcmﬂeaﬂlméerm gvhnehn mludes;anuom-tsnem@rage
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aforementioned.

Referring to Figure 6 which shows a schematic diagram for the selection
20 apparatus 104, there is shown the selection apparatus 104 including a key
610 used with a locking device for ensuring non-removal of the digital storage
apparatus 100 when coupled to the on-site storage apparatus 102. The key
610 may be either a physical structure or a wireless authentication process.
For example, the selection apparatus 104 may include a retractable key, the
25 retractable key being extended when a keyhole is present in the locking
device. Alternatively, the selection apparatus 104 is a transponder, where
proximity of the selection apparatus 104 to a receiver in the locking device in
the on-site storage apparatus 102 triggers an authentication process which
leads to unlocking of the locking device in a manner similar to a “keyless
30 entry” feature for modern automobiles.

The selection apparatus 104 may include a data reader 602 which may be
used to obtain information relating to the digital content being selected by the

user. The data reader 602 may be selected from, for example, a RF receiver,
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textual description, a sanple portion, or any conbination of the

af orenenti oned. Referring to Figure 6 which shows a schematic di agram for
t he sel ecwDanoappasat us 104, there is shown the sel ecti enTacpemabesso 104
including a key 610 used with a | ocking device for ensuring non-renoval of
the digital storage apparatus 100 when coupled to the on-site storage
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a serial nunber strip, a visual indicia tag, or any combination o t he
af or ene®f ithaespledtion apparaty 194 mayvt be, farl example, apirointand-goan‘ata t he tag

99 of & ' Latdal .cont o I desired digital content.

Whet her ﬁ@ﬂ'éﬁj—ggbgg e’ 6 '%8%8@ p@%bogc%%%%eséd at . the tags 99 depends on

a conbination of the data reader 602 and the tags 99 bei ng used. Obtai ning
on fromthe tags 99 usiggajishe data reader 602 on_ the selection

;BLii{ ﬁbe 1¥ASRHRN FPPaFEus 10GH 0 gewt thenysar: igyenter information
relating to the digital content desired by the user akin to a search function.
Referring to Figures 2D, 2G and 6, the searching information may be entered
using input controls 604 or using a display 606 on the selection apparatus 104
which may be a touch sensitive screen (as shown). The display 606 showing
20 the order may be a panel such as, for example, LCD, TFT, or OLED. The
input controls 604, and/or the display 606 may also be used for modifying the
order, like, de-selecting digital content, selecting additional digital content,
changing purchase tenure of digital content, or any combination of the
aforementioned.
25
Referring to Figure 2C, there is shown another section of the brick-and-mortar
location 200 shown in Figure 4. Besides the selection of CDs 202, D</Ds 204
and related paraphernalia 206 like for example, posters, pictorials and the like,
the location 200 may also include at least one digitai catalog 800. The on-site
30 stdrage 102 also allows access to content of the at least one digital catalog
800. The at least one digital catalog 800 may scroll advertisements when the
catalog 800 is not being used. The at least one digital catalog 800 may list all
content in the storage bank 90. Referring to Figure 2E, the user may use the

catalog 800 to locate desired digital content via a search function. While
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"poi nt-and-confirm', or "tap-and-go" type of process. The selection
apparatus 104 may also allow the user to enter information ,relating to the
di gi tal cwotzerwossasi red by the user akin to a search fuRCTiSGR009Red380ri ng to
Figures 2D, 2G and 6, the searching informati on nay be entered using input
controls 604 or using a display 606 on the selection apparatus 104 which
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by the user. The data may be received by the fransceiver 608 of the selection
apparatus 104. Figure 2G shows the user confirming the data received from
the catalog 800. This confirmation step of Figure 2G prevents erroneous
reception of data by the selection apparatus 104 which may be prevalent
20 when a plurality of the catalog 800 is present in the location 200. It is
appreciated that erroneous reception of data may lead to delays when
collecting the digital storage apparatus 100 from the on-site storage apparatus
102 due to time used for downloading unwanted content to the digital storage
apparatus 100.
25
The wireless transceiver 608 of the selection apparatus 104 may also receive
positional data from the catalog 800, such that the user is able to ascertain a
location where the user is positioned when the positional data is shown on the
display 606 on the selection apparatus 104. This may aid the user in
30 confirming the user’s position in the brick-and-mortar location 200.

Furthermore, when the user with the selection apparatus 104 is within a pre-
determined distance from the catalog 800, the selection apparatus 104 may

provide an indication to the user. The pre-determined distance may be a
19



earlier in relation to Figure 2E, the catalog 800 may retrieve the

i nformation relating to the desired digital content and transmt the data
wi r el esslwotolmdsasasel ecti on apparatus 104. The sel ecti orCascacm@ionssd04 may
receive the information by being positioned close to the catalog 800
(within a predeterm ned range), to receive the data relating to the digital
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be primarily to capture attention fromthe user to focus on the catal og
800. The indication may be provided by an indicator nodule 612 in the

sel ect | PheagsIaer apbfatuds1oN o iACIHENT# ireldBE traiceRich! eddt e 612 may

i nclude at | east one, for exanple, illumnation neans, a vibrating neans,

an kudi Bapapittiog the ofdardaibe @toragfb bﬂnhﬁmand dor receiving notifications on
the selection apparatus 104. The wireless transceiver 608 may enable the
selection apparatus 104 to be either continually connected to the storage
bank 90 or connected to the storage bank 90 when necessary (ie. either when
- transmitting the order or when receiving a “wake-up” instruction from the

20 storage bank 90 to receive the notiﬁcatibns). |

- Referring to Figure 2D, the selection apparatus 104 may periodically receive
notifications from storage bank 90 denoting “special offers” which are made
available at the location 200. These “special offers” may last for a pre-

25 determined time period, such as, for example, ten minutes, thirty minutes,
sixty minutes, and so forth. When the “special offers” relate to digital content
desired by the user, the user may enjoy the “special offers” by choosing an
“add to cart” tab 650 on the display 606 of the selection apparatus 104. A
time-stamp in relation to when the “add to cart” tab 650 was selected will

30 determine whether the user is able to enjoy the “special offer”. As such, the
selection apparatus 104 may also include a controller 614 which controls the
selection apparatus 104, with the controller 614 having calendar-clock
functionality to provide the time-stamp. Referring to Figure 6, it can be seen

that the controller 614 processes data received from the input controls 604,
20



of the aforenentioned. In Figure 2C, the selection apparatus 104 is shown
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controller 614 which contro the sel ection apparatus 104, with the
controller 614 having cal endar-clock functionality to provide the

time-st ) ' o.Elqure.6.. it _can-be.seen that the controller 614
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reakfer B digital gentant ixstoser abiiter an-wie RiarageAnpeestus iR and dltained y of the
di gi t al greeiye Fonf itk BntiRIGot&dd aBbaldlhs 102. The digital content which is

downloaded from the on-site storage apparatus 102 is downloaded at a faster
rate to the digital storage apparatus 100 compared to digital content which is
downloaded from the remote storage apparatus.. If at least one of the digital

20  content selected by the user is also selected by other users at the location
200 below the frequency of the pre-determined number, that digital content is
stored at the remote storage apparatus and obtained from the remote storage
apparatus. The digital content which is downloaded from the remote storage
apparatus is downloaded at a slower rate to the digital storage apparatus 100

25 compared to digital content which is downloaded from the on-site storage
apparatus 102 because of inherent network limitations for data transferred
over extended physical distances.

In a third aspect, there is provided a platform for purchasing and downloading
30 digital content into a digital storage apparatus. This is the on-site storage
apparatus 102 as described earlier in the method 20. The digital content may
be, for example, video files, audio files, picture files, e-books, e-magazines,
any combination of the aforementioned and so forth. The digital storage

apparatus 1OQ may be either embedded in a device or a standalone digital
21



digital content. The usage termof the digital content may be either
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country The remote storage apparatus 93 may include content which is not
“stocked” by a proprietor of the location where the digital content is accessible.
As such, the remote storage apparatus 93 may be operated by a rights owner
20  of digital content like, for example, a movie studio, a book publisher, a music
publisher and so forth. However, the remote storage apparatus 93 may also

be owned and operated by the propnetor of the location where the digital
content is accessible.

25' The on-site storage apparatus 102 may be deployed at a brick-and-mortar
location 200 selling a selection of CDs 202, DVDs 204 and related
paraphernalia 206 like for example, posters, pictorials and the like as shown
in Figure 4. This possible deployment of the plurality of the on-site storage
apparatus 102 is not limiting, as the on-site storage apparatus 102 may be

30 deployed at any location. The location 200 of the on-site storage apparatus
102 may include materials which aid the user in selecting the digital content.
The location 200 of the on-site storage apparatus 102 may be at an area
where the user is able to obtain access to the digital content in a form such as,
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storage apparatus 100 as depicted in Figure 2A is enbedded in a handhel d
digital entertai nnent device. The digital storage apparatus 100 nay al so be
nmenory cawoosusbddas, for exanple, SD cards, CF cards, XDTsaza®/0063senory
stick" cards, and the |ike. Reference is made to Figure 2A when describing
the on-site storage apparatus 102. It should be noted that a physical
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purposes. The on-site storage apparatus 102 nmay be part of a storage bank
90, the storage bank 90 including a renpte storage 93 that is connected to
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proprietor of the location where the accessible. The
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digital content. T ocation 200 of the on-site storage a r 102
Ig thepgge%gns 02 may

be BS “aaf dhesselection apparatus 104 may also be charged whe
apparatus 104 is placed in the receptacle 106.

The coupling of the digital storage apparatus 100 and the on-site storage
apparatus 102 may be enabled by placing the digital storage apparatus 100

20 into a first receptor 101 of the on-site storage apparatus 102. The coupling of
the digital storage apparatus 100 with the on-site storage apparatus 102 may
enable a connection of at least one data transmission channel from the
storage bank 90 to the digital storage apparatus 100. The at least one data
transmission channel may be via either a wired or a wireless connection.

25
The coupling of a plurality of models of digital storage apparatus 100 and the
storage bank 90 may be enabled by including a plurality of connecting
mechanisms on the on-site storage apparatus 102. For example, wired
connectors 108, memory card slots 110, and a second receptor 112 are

30 shown in the on-site storage apparatus 102 in Figure 5A. The first receptor
101 may also differ from the second receptor 112, with each receptor 101,
112 being for different models/types/forms of digital storage abparatus 100.
Typically, in an instance when each receptor 101, 112 is for different

models/types/forms of digital storage apparatus 100, each receptor 101, 112
23



where the user is able to obtain access to the digital content in a form
such as,for exanple, a graphical description, a textual description, a
sanpl e powbi20m/058445any conbi nati on of the aforenenti one®CT/HGR0OMOES0 €
storage apparatus 102 may include a | ocking device for ensuring non-renoval
of the digital storage apparatus 100 when coupled to the storage bank 90.
The | ogltapthenie, b estagiple) differenigeormamiors, diffaent migth slaisadifietenty renovi ng
a selection apparatus 104 froma receptacle 106 of the on-site storage
appar atdeptheandsefarfeki ng of the digital storage apparatus 100 nay be by,
for exanple, covering openings of the receptors 101, 112, and the slots
110, anchoring the digital storage apparatus 100 using | ockabl e connectors
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transm’§ anne a either a wired or a wirel ess connecti on.
The coupling of a plurality of nodels of digital storage apparatus 100 and

the stoy bank 90 b d_by. i i ] ti
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in the on-site storage apparatus 102 in Fi g[ure 5A. The first rg(rbqpt or 101
maylal sexainplesrtheraprieemd 1deasivdovide dpedisel 10 Ush BCUERY PEek 101,

112 for the user's digital storage apparatus 100. Referring to Figure 2A, the
user is shown an option on the screen 114 to make a purchase using either
an online catalog 116 (accessible at the on-site storage apparatus 102) or a
selection apparatus 104 (by selecting the “key” option 118). While a keyboard

70 140 is shown on the on-site apparatus 102, the screen 114 may be a touch-
sensitive screen which would not require a use of either the keyboard 140 or
any other input device. Alternatively, the keyboard 140, a mouse or any input
device may be usable when the screen 114 is not touch-sensitive. As such,
the user has an option of either purchasing digital content using the online

25 catalog or by using the selection apparatus 104, the selection apparatus 104
being described in an earlier section. As described earlier, the selection
apparatus 104 may be used both for unlocking the digital storage apparatUs
100 from the receptor 101 of the on-site storage apparatus 102, and for
selecting the digital content for purchase.

30
In an instance when at least one of the digital content selected by the user is
also selected by other users at the location 200 above a frequency of a pre-
determined number, that digital content is stored at the on-site storage

apparatus 102 and obtained directly from the on-site storage apparatus 102.
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112 being for different nodel s/types/forns of digital storage apparatus
100. Typically, in an instance when each receptor 101 , 112 is for
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device. Alternatively, the keyboard 140, a nouse or any | nput device nay be
usabl e {RBARferTes evar&xdended physieal distanhesensiti ve. As such, the user has an
option of either purchasing digital content using the online catal og or by
using the selection apparatus 104, the sel ection apparatus 104 being

descri bbd anningtanearwhen thewn-site SAsradesappietusLaoki @terrhliesS@la€ghé on
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100 roHisgcitl%‘ gﬁoéngé%tgngfsﬁeigs 3%wiﬁgéﬂ%g!83§5|§&3ﬂ9@@eﬂp ignadigitaligmtenalnd f or
the storage bank 90 will download a high definition version of the digital
content into the digital storage apparatus 100. If the digital storage apparatus
100 is not able to support high definition digital content, the storage bank will
download a non high definition version of the digital content into the digital

20  storage apparatus 100. In an instance when the digital storage apparatus 100
does not have media playback capability, the storage bank 90 may seek
confirmation with the user via the selection apparatus 104 in relation to
whether the user prefers a high definition version or a non high definition
version of the selected digital content. Alternatively, only the non high

25  definition version of the digital content is made available to a digital storage
apparatus 100 without media playback capability given a lower incidence of
compatibility/playback issues for the non high definition version of'digital
content. It should be appreciated that the high definition version of the digital
content may be in a compressed digital file format which can be

30 decompressed to display the high definition of the digital content.

In an inst_ance when the on-site storage apparatus 102 determines that the
digital storage apparatus 100 has insufficient capacity to receive the selected

digital content, the user may receive a first indication on the selection
25



selecting the digital content for purchase. In an instance when at | east
one of the digital content selected by the user is also selected by other
users at wbeoloosatsson 200 above a frequency of a pre detremrsiGaexd/onassioer
that digital content is stored at the on-site storage apparatus 102 and
obtained directly fromthe on-site storage apparatus 102. The digital
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st orage ad a non high definition version of the digital
content into the digital storage apparatus 100. In an instance when the
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A 1 natrosagtomefia! the s Mg Sear T3 BPEFIOB, SPGAEBIS (A8 B SBlest cont ent
I's madeyava) L3Rtdht! fhePubhPiad seib8F 89%heck out’ 150 option on the display
606 of the selection apparatus 104 to initiate the transaction to purchase the
digital content. After selecting the “check out” 150 option, the user places the
selection apparatus 104 back into the receptacle 106 of the on-site storage
20 apparatus 102, as shown in Figure 5C. The user may then select a “confirm
. purchase” 160 option on the screen 114 to proceed with the transaction. The
transaction may be of a form selected from, for example, a face-to-face
interaction with a person, an interaction with a payment machine, a series of
instructions carried out over the internet, and any combination of the
25  aforementioned. In this instance shown in Figure 5D, the user is using a credit
card 170 at the on-site storage apparatus 102 to make payment for the
purchase. The digital package of the digital content is downloaded into the
digital storage apparatus 100 once the transaction for the digital content is
completed. It is preferable that the on-site storage apparatus 102 is able to
30 accebt alternative payment modes besides credit cards 170, such as, for
example, savings account-linked transaction cards, stored value cards, third

- party enabled transactions and so forth.
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apparatus 100 wi thout nedia pl ayback capability given a | ower incidence of
conpati bility/playback issues for the non high definition version of
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provideaoﬁy an indicator nodule 612 of the selection apparatus 104, with a
transm ssion fromthe storage bank 90 being received by the transceiver 608
of the selection apparatus 104. The first indication on the selection
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mag tiﬁ@%hﬁé media. The user may initiate a transaction to purchase the
digital Pt using the on-site storage 102. Referring to Figure 5B,

whi ch shows initiation of the transaction after the user has used the

sel ection apparatus 104 to select digital content, the user nay select a
"check out” 150 option on the display 606 of the selection apparatus 104 to
initiate the transaction to purchase the digital content. After selecting
the "check out"™ 150 option, the user places the selection apparatus 104
back into the receptacle 106 of the on-site storage apparatus 102, as shown
in Figure 5C. The user may then select a "confirm purchase" 160 option on
the screen 114 to proceed with the transaction. The transaction may be of a
formselected from for exanple, a face-to-face
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interaction with a person, an interaction with a paynent nmachine, a series
of instructions carried out over the internet, and any conbination of the
af or enentworzen)/osB4ast hi s i nstance shown in Figure 5D, theCuseroiofoessdng a
credit card 170 at the on-site storage apparatus 102 to nake paynent for
the purchase. The digital package of the digital content is downl oaded into
t he di giqlaNl\g$orage apparatus 100 once the transaction for the digital
content is conpleted. It is preferable that the on-site storage apparatus
102 is able to accept alternative paynent nodes besides credit cards 170,
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t he di gi e t S th a stor bank .cont ai nj ng e digital
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st or age tlepdigyital usntdnt € pigchdse;di gi t al storage apparatus at a location of
the coupling with a selection apparatus, the sel ection apparatus being both

for unl ocki ndSi"k airgla spadaroinslegppithathes selestion happaretus tn obtainhe
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selection apparatus transmitting the information wirelessly to the storage bank;
15 processing the information at the storage bank to determine the digital
content selected by the user:
determining whether the digital storage apparatus has sufficient
capacity to receive the selected digital content; |
downloading of the digital content into the digital storage apparatus
20 once the information is processed by the storage bank, and the digital storage
apparatus is deemed by the storage bank to have sufficient capacity, the
digital content being downloaded without a digital package containing
playback rights; and
initiating a transaction to purchase the digital content, the digital
25 package of the digital content being downloaded into the digital storage
apparatus once the transaction for the digital content is completed:;
wherein the selection apparatus remains at the location of cdupiing
subsequent to a completion of the transaction and an unlocking of the digital
storage apparatus.
30
2. The method of claim 1, wherein the digital storage apparatus is either
embedded in a device or is a standalone digital storage unit.
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information relating to the digital content being selected by a user, the
sel ection apparatus transmtting the information wirelessly to the storage
bank; prowsessiog344ie i nformati on at the storage bank toPprdEisermorneosshe
digital content selected by the user; determ ning whether the digital
storage apparatus has sufficient capacity to receive the selected digital
cont ent3, doWHeatkthgdadf ¢lhien di, gitisxbincthet storagenbankHsclkidgstan obtsiteage
apparatus once the information i rocesseq by the storage bank, and the
di gi taISt@'?@ﬁaﬁﬁ’aéfBB!?r%@(E@ rﬁw%éﬁgg%ﬁppﬁ@ Y¥or age bank to have sufficient
capacity, the digital content being downl oaded wi thout a digital package
contai ning playback rights; and initiating a transaction to purchase the
di gi t al4.contEme metheddfglainl 3pabkeeie the ontitedstgrage apparaiys INslides

down] oaded intp the,diqgital stora 0 1 lLon for the
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an unl ocking of the digital storage apparatus. 2. The nethod of claim1,

wherein the digital storage apparatus is either enbedded in a device or is

a standal onergl gh @b ¥rQtdea Whbreh thEoltB! Qe whichigbwntiaic n L he

st or age”bank mon-site storage-apparatus and a renote Storage
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i ncl udes storage of digital content ich Jjs downloaded at a frequency
abolk atoghe digita stonage aRnatalusAsLl %"ﬁg?{a&%‘?ﬁ?ﬁ%&%rﬁgﬁ‘ithe st or age bank.
5. The nethod of claim4, wherein the digital content which is downl oaded
at a frequency above a pre-determ ned nunber is downl oaded at a faster rate
to the @i git The shethmgeotpipim dt, wehexein couplingt theedigiial staeagmappPa@tds or age. 6.

'é'ihfhg\retgg% gfgiagrl;%wrgaqq‘?hmee{?ﬁbﬁq%%lrj\&ﬂré@gsﬁf@ﬁﬂgéﬁ%ﬁl storage apparatus uses

15 7. The method of claim 1, wherein the information includes both an
identity of the digital content and a usage term of the digital content.

8. The method of claim 7, wherein the usage term of the digital content is
either permanent or a pre-determined time period.

20
9. The method of claim 7, wherein both the identity of the digital content
and the usage term of the digital content determines a cost of the digital

content.

25 10. The method of claim 7, wherein the usage term of the digital content is
a component of the playback rights of the digital package.

11. The method of claim 1, wherein the data reader is selected from a
group consisting of: a RF receiver, a bar code reader, a serial number reader,
30 visual indicia reader and any combination of the aforementioned.

12.  The method of claim 1, wherein the location of the coupling is at an

area where the user is able to obtain access to the digital content in a form
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7. The nethod of claim1l1l, wherein the information includes both an identity
of the digital content and a usage termof the digital content. 8. The

met hod ofwol2aioms344swher ei n t he usage term of the digitalPCTsRento0é3so eit her
permanent or a pre-determned tinme period. 9. The method of claim?7,
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wherein the data reader is selected froma group consisting of: a RF

recei ver,, a q%code reader, a serial nunber reader, visual indicia reader
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di gi$ al rom oup., cons video files, audio
|%§ HF&W@‘%@@% S’ﬁ%%fé'f? g diiGs TRGture f #mﬁmgeanss, t he

aforerreahd@md:orﬁ&naﬁ'@ﬁolffm@afbréfneﬁ]h@h@éi.l wherein if the storage bank

determ nes that the digital storage apparatus has insufficient capacity to

receive the selected digital content, the user will receive a first

| ndi cat hen oMnLTReRRKFSE Sy ADBHEALMT IR L HPLbR b iE a8 12

st or age gippar at us | nsu i ¢ient capacl I catl on
i s sel edigital fstanmga gpparmtesripas smsufficientvicapatity ndi eakiven thé selebiad

| ndig at idfz;?t'al aco\ﬂtgrr\tat h%neﬂselrn\cfivlllfa}’tehc(aweandflgsr{y|nd|catlon on the selection
apparatus notifying the user that the digital storage apparatus has insufficient
capacity, wherein the first indication is selected from a group comprising: a
visual indication, an aural indication, a vibrational indication and any
combination of the aforementioned, with the selected digital content being

20  written onto a portable storage device.

16.  The method of claim 1, wherein if the storage bank determines that the

digital storage apparatus is able to support high definition content, the storage

bank will download a high definition version of the digital content into the
25 digital storage apparatus.

17.  The method of claim 1, further including modifying the oréér using the
selection apparatus, modifying being an action selected from a group
consisting of: de-selecting digital content, selecting additional digital content,

30 changing purchase tenure of digital content, and any combination of the
aforementioned.
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conmbi nation of the aforenentioned, with the selected digital content being
witten onto a portable storage device. 16. The nethod of claim1, wherein
i f the stwoagm/dsasik determ nes that the digital storagepPappsaranwsoise abl e
to support high definition content, the storage bank will downl oad a high
definition version of the digital content into the digital storage

appar at1&. Ifhe fitethoc of cthimf 17 | wihereln désetantingidigital dsiomgemouichings t he or der

aroup 5t Sewnigaged 80 b dStarotel diherabitulbateh B8 REARHEY, | onal
di gi tal igi‘i’é\tdg?ﬁftetrﬁ%%ég&é@téa%éﬁﬁg@ fii@ifélrs&nﬁbe@p@)iai*@thspont ent, and any

conbi natron e aforenentioned. 187 The nethod of claim 17, wherein

de-sel ecting digital content which has been downl oaded into the digital

st orage, apparat us w .l .cause, t he de-. ed .di qgi e, del et ed
from t hEdi g *E%P‘%‘WB%’J&? phdr g‘f’ﬂ%e?r 'ﬁglhafﬂbeg?]r& g%%&;&é@{b& %ﬁ%rgp%ret her

I ncl uditgg uHﬁJcngtHehai%ﬁt@l aftbizRe apparalysior repvet loft thee diigital adtoriger age
apparatus for renoval of the digital storage apparatus once econd

S

i ndi catapperstust pace A secpod ingdisatian en e aﬁal@@l%aeeﬁfﬁteﬁrsla%s e digital

cont ent . | . T ' is YWESied bt'hﬁ] ' hdication i s

sel ect e@%&%ﬁgﬁdod’rtz]&p&@g?r%rgggt%ﬁé%ngﬁ?ﬁ | nélﬁ%d;t i on,esgﬁéhgﬂ‘rlg%@{rﬁdi cation,

a Vi br ahecssdondriddicationis selkctay fronmhignatip compirisinige aavisushiadidained. 20. An

apparatus for selecting digital content.for rchase f.roma | gcation where

a dilgi tan aurgl dpdicalipny & r@%ﬂﬂﬁ@éncﬁﬁatépnst%&gf@ybé?ﬂmb'?ﬂtéorbpoga us

I ncl Udi%é'erﬂehﬁé{né’cﬁed with a | ocking device for ensuring non-renoval of the
storage app

di gi tal arat us when coupled to the storage bank; a data reader
for obtaining an order conprising information relating to the digital

O e AR b ot ianiBPElf plrbehes o ancesterer 1o
where a digital storage apparatus couples to a storage bank, the apparatus
15 including: _
a key used with a locking device for ensuring non-removal of the digital
storage apparatus when coupled to the storage bank; ‘
a data reader for obtaining an order comprising information relating to
the digital content selected for purchase by a user; and
20 a wireless transceiver for transmitting the order to the storage bank and
receiving notifications on the apparatus,
wherein the apparatus is continually connected to the storage bank.

21. The apparatus of claim 20, wherein the location is at an area where the
25 user is able to obtain access to the digital content in a form selected from a
group consisting of: a graphical description, a textual desgription, a sample

portion, and any combination of the aforementioned.

22. The apparatus of claim 20, wherein the digital storage apparatus is
30 either embedded in a device or is a standalone digital storage unit.

23. The apparatus of claim 20, wherein the storage bank includes an on-

site storage apparatus and a remote storage apparatus.
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receiving notifications on the apparatus, wherein the apparatus is
continually connected to the storage bank. 2 1. The apparatus of claim 20,
wher ei n twe 20moEs446n i s at an area where the user is ablPeTiSG2aivt0a9380 access
to the digital content in a formselected froma group consisting of: a
graphi cal, description, a textual description, a sanple portion, and any
conmbi naden dihe @ppParake neih claime @3, aghersive the pen-aiteisstofags @ppastuswher ei n

t he di gkt al . ' it.her enbedded jn a_device or is a

st andal gﬁlﬁéudléglg{oggﬁ%?@%gaﬁ %ﬁpt&tg@'cﬁﬁ%ga}ﬁ’ﬂ&aﬁg@ freOMeRCY @PO0XRer ei n t he
st or age ahprekdetemhirdgesnumbenbadetl 6h Aol BbRIMGT RbAStHR SlofhdeePBhIE St or age
apparatus. 24. The apparatus of claim 23, wherein the on-site storage

apparatus irncludes storage of digital content which is dowl oaded at a

fregen ab sidet ' S o) tai ned fromthe

st oggeggénk%geaaa@ ?@tg%pg‘ﬁ %‘%@qo?&l'%%g%ﬁ'q%@pg%%Oﬁ'ge'ﬁi &ﬁ'ﬁ? Bont ent
whi ch i sloumeadsxbatia fieqachce gbene \a plesdeteamitieet MahbERis @swhloaded dts

downl oadefl sﬁt a faftg{ rate to the digital storage apparatus as it is
stored &t AR Gesio e digit) storage apRaratus ast 195 ostorgdhiah the, onvsiieei n
coupl i ngtdragedi gi tal storage apparatus uses either a wred connection or a

wi'rel ess connection. 27. The apparatus of claim?20, wherein.the information
i ncludes both an identity of the digital content and a usage term of the

di gi4 al »gont . . parat us,of ,claim 27, .wherein_.the usage term of
thei(%li g|2 al ?gltr?t é%ﬁalr%mgi ?ﬁe a'ﬂér%&nme%w é’OHPEUQIe{'f@r rﬁ'ﬂ@ tsf‘?Fggﬁeri od.
29. Theapppratas useokithbph WiRd coMRsdtion dra Wirdlkss dRhkkNoR! the digital
content and the usage termof the digital content determ nes a cost of the

digital content. 30. The apparatus of claim 20, wherein the data reader is

sel ectegzfro r I L of - ece| a. har . code . reader, a
serial _%Z'nbewﬁgggggteggaﬁélﬂgﬁotﬁ%heﬁ‘%ggtehﬁe @ﬁ%@%@%%%ﬁ EBW 8 the
af or eneisteintitiedf the digital content and a usage term of the digital content.

15
28." The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the usage term of the digital
content is either permanent or a pre-determined time period.

29. The apparatus of claim 27, wherein both an identity of the digital

20  content and the usage term of the digital content determines a cost of the
digital content.

30.  The apparatus of claim 20, wherein the data reader is selected from a
group consisting of. a RF receiver, a bar code reader, a serial number reader,
25  visual indicia reader and any combination of the aforementioned.

31.  The apparatus of claim 20, wherein the digital content is selected from
a group consisting of: video files, audio files, picture files, e-books, e-
magazines, and any combination of the aforementioned.

30
32. The apparatus of claim 20, further including a display showing the

order, the display being a panel selected from a group comprising: LCD, TFT,
and OLED.
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3 1. The apparatus of claim 20, wherein the digital content is selected
froma group consisting of: video files, audio files, picture files,

e- books, worgazisaas, and any conbi nati on of the af orenerCirseeehs/ 08380 The
apparatus of claim20, further including a display show ng the order, the
di splay being a panel selected froma group conprising: LCD, TFT, and
OLED. 3333The Thspapraratusodf claitn @R Further iraluding dontiiotegfaranbdifying fthe

nodi fyi h nodi fyi ng,.bei n n.action selected from g gyoup
consi st 5%%?‘.‘8@@%@%&?9 r%‘ &%H?'P a?eqﬁfa)tﬁfjeﬁ?fn 8o 0E4A ﬁ@“ﬁ'égﬁ‘gi%ng{e'di gital
cont ent gelelfingi il ebakht! Bl i @iti n a I nation
of the g?orengn?ﬁ)lﬂd. 34. tThe a%g‘gr aﬁgtlgﬁélcfdggﬁzt&onﬁgi e?%alﬁigakey S
ei t her BUphasedanues efdigitalcasttent, andanyseombination iof the aforementiosed35. The

appy atus of claim 32, further including an indicator module to provide an
indication to the user, the indication is selected froma group conprising:

i | 1 umi nd4i onThei bppbratos eudiaim 207 whgreleMbienkbiy 03 @fthbhea Kysrsgent i oned.
36. Thesﬁ%@&ar atus of claim32, wherein the apparatus is configured to

receive We oh 3 Wikkless agthandicatien pEegessn confirnming the user's position.
37. A platformfor purchasing and downl oading digital content into a
digital storage apparatus, the platformbeing at a | ocatiion where the

di gi t al 38t or dhe appanaitsiof claipl &R, tfarthes tincladiagban kndichtorphridiuty 1o

in di ng: .a | ocki devi.ce, for ensuring. non-renmoval of the digital storage
apgfaer at BV 1L it 40 the Ueeir dfe DEietoRnS seleptos froghe oW

t r ansni sGmPRASHRAN IRIMihSlior, O Wilrafion! Nudlb i 4l She' t4ys thg the
st orage bg‘(rl?k;mv%;erei n the digital storage appara uggﬁgﬁ%?kn:ddft (gﬁ?he
pl at f or AfQieEeNtianader unl ocks the digital storage apparatus fromthe

| ocki ng device using a selection apparatus. 38. The platformof claim 37,
wherein the |ocation is at an area where the :

36. The apparatus of claim 32, wherein the apparatus is configured to
15 receive positional data to aid the user in confirming the user’s position.

37. A platform for purchasing and downloading digital content into a digital
storage apparatus, the platform being at a location where the digital storage
apparatus couples to a storage bank, the platform including:
20 a locking device for ensuring non-removal of the digital storage
apparatus when coupled to the storage bank; and
at least one data transmission channel for coupling the digital storage
apparatus to the storage bank;
wherein the digital storage apparatus is locked to the platform until a
25  user unlocks the digital storage apparatus from the locking device using a
selection apparatus.

38.  The platform of claim 37, wherein the location is at an area where the
user is able to obtain access to the digital content in a form selected from a

30 group consisting of: a graphical description, a textual description, a sample
portion, and any combination of the aforementioned. '

39.  The platform of claim 37, wherein the at least one data transmission

channel is via either a wired or a wireless connection.
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user is able to obtain access to the digital content in a form sel ected
froma group consisting of: a graphical description, a textual description,
a sanpl e wonwios3z4dand any conbi nati on of the aforenenti enesc2680/0006se

pl atform of claim 37, wherein the at | east one data transm ssion channel is
via either a wired or a wirel ess connection.40. The platform of claim 37,
wherein the digital storage apparatus is either enbedded in a device or is

a standghone -dj qi t or age it. 4.1.. Th latformof c¢lajm.37, wherein
t he sto?gge gihegb'%ﬁéfrﬁggg% %-@?rg'%{rﬁ&ggagﬂﬁﬁﬁ%Bp%fﬁg“sa'sr%‘ e storage
appar at embetilediinea gévité of 18 &fstaidiiohe dibital Wé\gé Qpithe on-site storage
apparatus includes storage of digital content Ich 1s downl oaded at a

frequency above a pre-determ ned nunber based on data obtained fromthe

k: : i m 4 i o .the digital
o o A H S owre plafbin R a3 Wodteh e StopE barR incets Amdsies
downl oasfedtage appheatusrandad eerhotet dtoratjeghpparafier age apparatus as it is

stored at the on-site storage. 44. The platformof claim37, wherein the
sel ection apparatus-transmts information to the storage bank, the

| nf or mmigpon el hiRgnbRioRily| AN B il UatoR! SbapRdaa Usage

termof the digital conten 5. The platformof clarm t he
usage tichidgs stesagr gf digitat content whicteis dewnjoaiedratrd frejueney abgeger ni ned

ti peLiod. Th latfqrm of cl.ajmAaa, rein both an identity of the
di nglleOt al égggtdeei%@ﬁ'ggt a‘&%@baée[di%#a#a ?h@"lﬁ\,&;ﬁ?m th@o’%?@ﬂe RRft*er ni nes a cost
of the digital content. 47. The platform of claim 37, wherein the selection

apparatus includes a data reader selected froma group consisting of: a RF
recei veftd- a 1he dlrtform eferclaim 42, avhereimether eligital | conteotl whiddi dsa r eader

and any | i o) 4 .Jh | at f orm of, ¢l aim 37,
Fur t ney SO AR & a Rogldfiol Be R B eRERE g o8t &' deinodued ot
a faster rate to the digital storage apparatus as it is stored at the on-site
15 storage.

44.  The platform of claim 37, wherein the selection apparatus transmits
information to the storage bank, the information including both an identity of
the digital content and a usage term of the digital content.

20
45.  The platform of claim 44, wherein the usage term of the digital content
is either permanent or a pre-determined time period. (

46.  The platform of claim 44, wherein both an identity of the digital content

25 and the usage term of the digital content determines a cost of the digital
content. '

47.  The platform of claim 37, wherein the selection apparatus includes a
data reader selected from a group consisting of: a RF receiver, a bar code

30 reader, a serial number reader, visual indicia reader and any combination of
the aforementioned.

48.  The platform of claim 37, further including a transaction functionality for

carrying out the transaction of a form selected from a group consisting of: a
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carrying out the transaction of a formselected froma group consisting of:
af ace-to-face interaction with a person, an interaction with a paynent
machi ne, woOerwm@s446f i nstructions carried out over the iPorsSGaem/ooessad any
conbi nation of the aforenentioned. 49. The platformof claim37, wherein
the digital content is selected froma group consisting of: video files,
audi o fadesto-faviecintaraction eith pérsois andntexgatiomedth apayment Bwehingt i on of

the aforenentioned. 50. The.platformqf cl.aim,37, .wherein.df.. st or age
bank- 4 Sset mavactions carigd aut 818 the MiBiriRtofod i Erflonprbier,

capaci e Efqréﬁ%ﬂt%ﬁegi gital content selected using the selection apparatus,
the user wll receive an indication on the selection apparatus notifying

the user- that the digital storage apparatus has insufficient capacity. 5 1.

The _pl atform,of claim 37, wherej I | i ncl udes
2 a5 Sprty Hoth RGUHM dipit Bkl 19SS YorBaa Selieied HonFa 12 rons
conpr i %rdG cbhBisting bf: Aaéo fldePaudid fildbepiptatifisnesbooksyiemabazines; ei n t he
sel ection apparatus further includes an input controller for nodifying the
or der , anddany cogbinstion ofthe eforemendioagded from a group consisting of :
de-selecting digital content, selecting additional digital centent,

changi ng purchase tenure of digital content, and:-any conbi nation of the

af or e, i orEsk platform of claim 37, wherein if the storage bank determines that

10 the digital storage apparatus has insufficient capacity to receive digital content
selected using the selection apparatus, the user will receive an indication on
the selection apparatus notifying the user that the digital storage apparatus

has insufficient capacity.

15 51. The platform of claim 37, w‘herein the selection apparatus further
includes a display showing an order, the display being a panel selected from a
group comprising: LCD, TFT, and OLED.

52. The platform of claim 51, wherein the selection apparatus further
20 includes an input controller for modifying the order, modifying being an action
selected from a group consisting of: de-selecting digital content, selecting
additional digital content, changing purchase tenure of digital content, and any

combination of the aforementioned.
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