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ABSORBENT ARTI CLES FOR | NFANTS FI ELD OF THE

| NVENTI ON The present invention relates generally to absorbency
systens, and nore particularly, to absorbency systens which inprove wearer
confort and skin health by substantially,geducing coverage and occl usi on of
the wearer's skin by the absorbency system BACKGROUND COF
THE | NVENTI ON I nfants and ot her incontinent individuals wear

absor bency systens such as di sposabl e absorbent articles to receive and
contain urine and other body exudat e ABFEBAQISabl e absorbent articles
function both to contain the discharged materials and to isolate these
materials fromthe body of the wearer and fromthe wearer's garnments and
bed cl ot hi ng. Whi | e previously known di sposabl e absorbent articles do
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t he rb@@id el gREBL pre gt gnye bﬂﬁl@fm(%@ﬁﬁaym can | edxa supply
back S |n e de reyent .utine and ot her body, exud tes from,
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effective in preventing strike through and thus hel ps contain the I|qU|d
wi thin the di sposabl e absorbent article, it occludes the wearer's skin"-
maki ng the di sposabl e absorbent article unconfortable to wear which may

|l ead to certain skin health problens. To further aggravate this proble
prior art disposable absorbent articles are relatively large in relatfon to
the size of the wearer they are intended to fit. Such designs were thought
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consuners showed a preference for |arger disposable absorbent articles in
view of their reduced tendency to | eak Wil e |arger disposable absorbent
articles may have a reduced tendency to | eak, thereby protecting the
wearer's garnents and bed clothing fromsoiling, they also negatively

i npact the wearer's confort and skin health by covering and occl udi ng nore
of the 'Earers skin. Ccclusion of the wearer's skin by the protective
barri er™or backsheet traps urine and other bodily fluids against the
wearers skin. Moisture trapped against the skin causes the skin to becone
hydr at ed, thereby conpromi sing the skin's health. Excess hydration of the
skin may lead to irritation, rashes, and other related skin health

probl ens. Therefore, it is an object of the present invention to
provi de a di sposabl e absorbent article which provides inproved wearer
confort It is further an.object of.the present Invention to provide a
di sposabl e absorbent article which provides inproved skin health for the
wearer . It is further an ThbjShetHnBednReplmedsent i nvention to provide a
di sposabl e absorbent article wh |y reduces the anount of the
wearers skin which I's covered a t he di sposabl e di aper.

These and ot her objects of the present Invention will be nore readily
apparent when considered in reference to the follow ng description and when
taken in conjunction with the acconpanyi ng draw ngs.

SUMVARY OF THE | NVENTI ON The present invention provides unitary

di sposabl e absorbent articles, such as disposable diapers, and the |ike,
that have a uni que design inproving the wearer's confort and skin health.
Such absofbent articles conprise an outer covering, preferably conprising a
i 5Evi ous topshset and a liquid inpervious backsheet, an absorbent
core posi#i oned within the outer covering, and a closure systemjoined to

t he out egiicovering for fastening the absorbent article on a wearer. The

ore has an absorbent core area and the ahsQ{ReRL:Add7HIHEFDHAN
- article area. The present invention also providés unitary
clg geered di sposabl e absor bent garnents such as training pants, that
fave a unlque de5|gn |nprOV|ng the wear er' S confort and skin health Such
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