; e3eHLd6THn} W | NDI VI DUALLY PACKAGED BODY FLU D ABSORBENT ARTI CLE BACKGROUND
OF THE I NVENTION Field of the Invention 5 The present invmmmmmmwmﬂmwmﬁs to
an individually packaged body fluid absorbent article in fluid
absorbent article including an absorbent_body to be inserted i35t he
vagi na of a wearer is individually packaged in a bag, nore particularly,
relates to an individually packaged body fluid 10 absorbent article in

whi ch instructi onINPTVIRUALLENPAGKAGEDLBONYt FLUIDORBSORBENTUBBTIIARE of the
body fluid absorbent article. Description of the Related Art As body fluid
absorbent articles constructed to include an absorbent body to be inserted
into the vagina and a string 15 extending froma rear end of the absorbent
body, so-cal IBEKCHGRQUNG dRVEHDeENVEWTEGY known. Such body fluid absorbent
articles coomercially sold today have generally been of two types, nanely,
a type of whirdeldet atiponinseractamodat ed in an applicator for insertion
of the 20 tanpon into the user' s body, or a type of which the tanpon is to

be inserted into thEhaipeessnbddrdit ifdnmnpel stad thaid ivai ngatibel gpldkcaied .
In the fornmer, the tanpon conbined with the applicator is individually
packaged in dodmg.flIuid ddoatdedrt, a@fliylehent RRPeR & Soddngdi Miwhidlds pasdqaged
in a bag. 25 Thereafter, a plurality of individually packaged body fluid

absor bent ar taded £s1 @rendousety i an aadcband gudy ab e imydied Goamnine a
manual describing instructions for use of - 2 the tanpon is folded,

and housed i nvddindoxft @geeheerwithihbevhkusal iyt paekaigedi Mindwalday,parged
body fluid absorbent articles. Such manual is often ignored by users

accust oned t gatst ntgufathe, trdlpoiss texe@pindovililaslyt paekaGed oodd SEIS
unaccustoned to using the tanmpons . However, it is inportant to read the

manual bebhor eaiseriven€ase iaf1d e BRAYhT 1 trabstsheMoraitsieckenoda sl ¢hbd he
absorbent body is to be inserted into the vagina . Commonly, the manual

descri bes notn®M yed®¥ burddisabbhr €80\ the dedpan ull AYsoabsat amate §.or
assuring the safety upon use. For instance, the note describes that the

string is attpeiedipoidhesnbses bratabedynand the user should check the
string so as to assure that the string wll not be detached fromthe

absorbent body by md ljouy iftuibnapderisase amara dheohsrabseebend hodyuds
accomodated in the applicator, for instance, the note describes that the
user shoul d chedosdeidied M kbOPE inserted into the vagina and a string
15 extendingfromarearendof theabsorbentbody, so-calledtampons
have been widely known.

Suchbody fluidabsorbent articles commercially soldtoday
have generally been of two types, namely, a type of which the
tampon 1s accommodated in an applicator for insertion of the

20 tampon into the user’s body, or a type of which the tampon is
to be inserted into the user’s body by fingers without using
the applicator. In the former, the tampon combined with the
applicator is individually packaged in a bag. In the latter,
only the tampon is individually packaged in a bag.

25 Thereafter, a plurality of individually packaged body

fluid absorbent articles are housed in a box, and put on the

market. Commonly, a manual describing instructions for use of
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end of the applicator is damaged (crushed or cracked) or not. In the case
where the absorbent body is inserted into the vagina w thout checking the
string, if the string cannot be found 20 i Mmediately (though it is out of
the vagina in fact) by the user trying to yenmove a used absorbent body out
of the vagina, for instance, the user may possibly be afraid that the body
fluid absorbent article would have been a defective product having no
string attachete ttangwn dissdrbdrtl, badg, howsedain tthe BSxstogaghaouk dtihare
been detached fromthe absorbent body during use, and may possibly get
upset. |If theciuomtiend odf thdimpphatavorpatiadel hbvelybefhutdmegedrhdnt s
preferred not to - 3 use such product. However, if the manual is
encl osed in tdetbokesas set forth above, the user may frequently ignore the
manual because of getting tired of unfolding and reading it or neglect to
read 5 it. In addi t$wrh manged idhelten housesd dyphaensiagcusft dmedl vodumldy
packaged body fluid absorbent articles, it is inconvenient to take the
manual out of thééabprnfsorexespli dgrefir st ti iree whemstdred badirei wheatdys pacdchaged
body fluid absorbent article is to be used. Furthernore, the manual may
possi bl y be |ostsiogathestanpendox Heare visenni bpenegoattdnsever abdhhadymafriud 1d
absorbent articles have been used. SUMVARY OF THE | NVENTI ON The present
i nventi on hasbéfere wereked aage iof vhewaly fheid5Sisdwrbeotrang liclet b6 wiriar
art set forth above. It is therefore an object of the present invention to
provi de an i ndheiathsalrbengdokdyged thoby frladtabsotbertie aagiche, dommwdrnlgh,
instructions for use can easily and certainly be noticed by a user every
ti me when t hetheadanuhlaldes qradesgedtbodyy fiaw dcabhseebertemptectipe 20angsont 0
be used. According to a first aspect of the present invention, there is
provi ded 1&n ilodt va tsal & ynpaekfgedabsdyingutde absbebentpant usée conpri si ng:
a body fluid absorbent article including an absorbent 25 body to be
inserted into the vEgrnanefaacasertheantht® bdgsemnils chhéhe thedys tfdimad is
absorbent article is individually packaged, wherein - 4 instructions
for use of thetbadyed!| o dledsdrdverderdr tiodlye aade therdusateshonl d hehdal. th¥ t h
such construction, since the instructions for use can easily catch user's
attention evesyringesohes tbeadSsunei vhaltuathy spackaged bodyot e ddatescrd®nt
article is to be used, it hardly happens to use the article in an inproper
way or to negfecih tloe Gleckrlddre dcddycbg peldieguste. |Im ahe eabedwhent,thde
bag may be el ongate, and the instructions for use may be longitudinally
repeat ed 1t relgababedd dontyet ¥ alcs comeaia text en ithre spp I acet of, tfloe hagtamver an
entire length of the bag. In case where body fluid absorbent articles are
sequenti al | y paekageddenscaibenttimuouahet uspr shapdd phe&khgihayisheeheafdbrithen
cut to obtain individually packaged body fluid absorbent articles, if
instructions é&nd wSelsr appdpeated as dadmagedl arrusitest val saackled)contnatuous
stri p-shaped packagi ng sheet, the instructions for use can al ways be
i ndi cat ed on Thelexteseowhens tacadotbentbhgdefiewdckernddvimualthy pagkaged
body fluid absorbent article.

without checking the string, 1f the string cannot be found

20 immediately (though it is out of the vagina in fact) by the
user trying to remove a used absorbent body out of the vagina,
for instance, the user may possibly be afraid that the body
fluid absorbent article would have been a defective product
having no string attached to the absorbent body, or that the

25 string would have been detached from the absorbent body during
use, and may possibly get upset. If the front end of the

applicator should have been damaged, it is preferred not to



I n anot her enbodi nent, the body fluid absorbent article 20 may have a
string extending froma rear end of the absorbent body, and the bag nmay
have a tear section for cutting the bag in two al ong a boundary between a
front section accommodating the absorbent 3bo_dy and a rear section
accommodating the string. The instructions for use may be indicated at

| east on an exterior 25 surface of the front section of the bag. Upon use,
the bag thus Wwimhstiudittrebdicteparated into two along the tear section. At
this tinme, the rear section of the bag can be renoved while | - 5 the
absorbent body is Hewkevdnrough the rMarorl sectdron asfed hen Bag ot et sefte
string exposed externally can be pulled and checked whil e keeping the

absor bent bodicxtleaovien sheluseamnoilyef reqghedt heritgnaree thagnamya hdesaase
separable 5 section, and the instructions for use may be indicated on at

| east one of @&kgertitdnoahdrédtael hofoddihgeasd aleadiagseparabeglsett tomread
this case, the instructions for use can easily catch user's attention
because t hey Hre indi cadedtdoeny hessepar dilee best ilvrmses be heldrdyityngdr s.
Preferably, the instructions 10 for use are indicated on both the exterior
and interior nafacdsablytheckapadabbdysédtidnabsoabent makdctles, it is
instructions for use nore noticeable. In this case, it is also possible

t hat i nstructinrenyariese tof take cheanasesl shdud fl the ok ifdredebding evapani ng
the bag are indicated on the exterior surface of the 15 separable section,
and ot her i nstinewhengHeoindsel dual lngdecabgdddrdhel i id ebsorbsotfeada afe t he
separabl e section. According to a second aspect of the present invention,
there i s provisleth are iustid.i dialrkhepackegethborgnid li ma phsosbnty dre i lolss
conprising: 20 a body fluid absorbent article including an absorbent body
to be i ndért edlf et chehbowagamdern apesed; amdideverag. brdwhf thid o doderdt ui d
absorbent article is individually packaged, wherein an instruction sheet,
on whi ch i nstatcicbas have useenfu2ddt he body fluid absorbent article are

i ndi cated, is encl osed

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
The present invention has been worked out in view of the
15 shortcoming in the prior art set forth above. It is therefore
an object of the present invention to provide an individually
packaged body fluid absorbent article, in which instructions
for use can easily and certainly be noticed by a user every
time when the individually packagedbody fluid absorbent article
20 1is to be used.

According to a first aspect of the present invention,
there is provided an individually packaged body fluid absorbent
article comprising:

a body fluid absorbent article including an absorbent

25 body to be inserted into the vagina of a user; and
a bag in which the body fluid absorbent article is

individually packaged, wherein



in the bag. Wth such construction, since the instruction sheet comes -
6 out of the bag every tinme when the bag is opened, a user can get into a
habit of reading the instructions for use indicated on the instruction
sheet. In this case, if at |east part of_tzpe_i nstruction sheet 5 is
hydr ophobi ¢ or water-repellent, the user' s hand can easily be prevented
from being stained with body fluids when a used absorbent body is w apped
in the instruction Yheetugpions fegsuse ofHshe bedy ifd udlidsabposkebt eanthiaila he
instruction sheet is in bag formfor accombdati ng a used absorbent body.
10 BRI EF DESGR PTH TN CFt qHEODRAVE NS The present invention will be
understood nore fully fromthe detailed description given hereinafter and
from t he acconpanyiWgtRirsighgensit nusd ignef inegd shbodnsbnucbionpef pr asent
15 invention, which, however, should not be taken to be |imtative to the
i nvention, butdlr edgrlexglisht i vacahd rideestboni myesy ytime twWeedr dliangs:
Fig. 1 is a perspective view show ng an individually 20 packaged body fluid
absor bent dar t }rdevideat by nepckaged i bedy efboti mimodientheapirieskentis s on;
Figs . 2A and 2B show instructions for use, which are printed on the
ext erior surfagedofita hsagpl yFhgpp8nissta pee ser taintd olicewns Apwi Migr Gper twa open
the bag; 25 Fig. 4 is a perspective view show ng an individually packaged
body fluid absorbenteatect| eoacherldi biget arbickeodpefendodseent of the
present invention;

In one embodiment, the bag may be elongate, and the

instructions for use may be longitudinally repeated at regular

10 intervals on an exterior surface of the bag, over an entire

length of the bag. In case where body fluid absorbent articles

are sequentiallypackagedinacontinuousstrip-shapedpackaging

sheet and then cut to obtain individually packaged body fluid

absorbent articles, if instructions for use are repeated at

15 regularintervalsonthecontinuousstrip-shapedpackagingsheet,

the instructions for use can always be indicated on the exterior

surface of the bag of each individually packaged body fluid
absorbent article.

In another embodiment, the body fluid absorbent article

20 may have a string extending from a rear end of the absorbent

body, and the bag may have a tear section for cutting the bag

in two along a boundary between a front section accommodating

the absorbent body and a rear section accommodating the string.

The instructions for use may be indicated at least on an exterior

25 surface of the front section of the bag. Upon use, the bag thus

constructed is separated into two along the tear section. At

this time, the rear section of the bag can be removed while



t Fig. 5is an enlarged view showi ng instructions for use on a bag; Fig. 6
is a perspective view showi ng an individually packaged body fluid absorbent
article according to a third 5 enbodi nrent of the present invention; Fig. 7A
is atop plan view of Fig. 6, and Fig. 7B shows a state where a bag is
opened; Fig. 8 is a perspective view showing an individually packaged body
fluid absorbent article according to a fourth 10 enmbodi nent of the present
i nvention; Fitghe Bbsorbeet spedy i v hélay Hhowgly thestfatan e et rbarf ithe
opened; Fig. 10 is a perspective view showi ng an individually packaged body
flui d absor bémgartd dhatadder ditord ngoeapbstthezbeenbbdynean loé pukl gt eseht
i nvention; and Fig. 11A shows a state where an instruction sheet is rolled,
and Fig. 11B chouked shile hbeping hehée nsbsochénn sddetclsadevel oped. 20
DESCRI PTI ON OF THE PREFERRED EMBCDI MENT The present invention wll be
di scussed her ei naf tBr sitd ldedmdthén emipods nefn tt, heh g oefgema gdhaartbo diamstaple
according to the present invention with reference to the acconpanyi ng
drawi ngs. 5l n séetioh) cwidhd desicrstpriain,onsuferousespeyi e cindt arted avre b
set forth in order to provide a thorough understanding of the present
invention. |tlewst dree cbfviegussrilvowever intertihoseuskateedof nthdesaparathas
the present invention may be practiced w thout "L g _

section. Inthiscase, theinstructions forusecaneasilycatch

user’s attention because they are indicated on the separable

section to be held by fingers. Preferably, the instructions

10 for use are indicated on both the exterior and interior surfaces

of the separable section so as to make the instructions for

use more noticeable. In this case, it is also possible that

instructions for use of which a user should be notified before

opening the bag are indicated on the exterior surface of the

15 separable section, and other instructions for use are indicated

on the interior surface of the separable section.

According to a second aspect of the present invention,
there is provided an individually packaged body fluid absorbent
article comprising:

20 a body fluid absorbent article including an absorbent
body to be inserted into the vagina of a user; and

a bag in which the body fluid absorbent article is
individually packaged, wherein

an instruction sheet, on which instructions for use of

25 the body fluid absorbent article are indicated, is enclosed

in the bag.

With such construction, since the instruction sheet comes



t hese specific details. In other instance, well-known structures are not
shown in detail in order to avoid unnecessary obscurity of the present
i nventjon. The term "body fluid absorbent article" as used herein 5 means
an absorbent article of which an absorbent body is to be inserted into the
vagi na of a wearer for absorbing body f1Ti¥s”such as nenstrual bl ood. The
term"individually packaged" as used herein neans a state where each body
fluid absorbeott aof i the bay iewny duiald whid phekbggdisnopehad, &enseridan
shoul d be noted that an applicator as nmeans for inserting the absorbent
body i nto thegeagina af habivear®reamy nor t rayi maot ribet ssred deeduba 1hdi dsged The
term"bag" as used herein neans a packaging material which is in the form
of bag cl osedoontadlisstdescandnashesatodates 15 a single body fluid
absorbent article so as to keep the body fluid absorbent article clean
until use. The ternifittsig uciseyns ff at Ls£st amnmtsed haeeinsteassianysikddrd of
statenent concerning the usage of the body fluid absorbent article, such as
how to take the lahbosdlesti@rdd ehee@urepblibat20chadisdOw handngehted el v
absorbent body into the vagina of a wearer, how to di spose of a used
absorbent artbelgreheontéd thaekdiey ahsdmenwiant bele bBehode when antssd
on. The instructions for use may be described in any suitable manner such
as letters (chesaebensody 1sstrappednd expliaitairargt idravheg) folldBs@Zdsal.
conmbi nation thereof. Fig. 1 is a perspective view show ng an individually
packaged bodyHéta) ditalisoabedtpassisle thaacehedingt t@ceidhrstHeet 1s9in bag
enbodi nent of the present invention; Figs. 2A and 2B show instructions for
use, which areophi bedaedoidnedextiagi ar usedf aseoobeat bpgdg0; and Fig. 3 is a
per spective view showi ng how to open the bag 20. 5 The individually
packaged imody fluid absorbent article 1 shown in Figs . 1 to 3 is
constructed by individually packaging a single body fluid absorbent article
10 in the bageROerThesbrdyTibyi drabgar beatvincsi cl e 10 conprises: a
so-cal l ed tanpon including an absorbent body 11 and a string extending from
a 10 rear end of thehahsardat ibedyntlidn @ntl @ appéirsabod mord FuMiyChrdhe
tanpon i s housed. The absorbent body 11 conprises: a core fornmed by
conpressi ng hydeoptdddicldd baescstiphias cpidamn Bereayafteanthrd from the
| i qui d- per reabl e sheet such as nonwoven fabric in which the

accompanying drawings of the preferred embodiment of the present

15 invention, which, however, should not be taken to be limitative
to the invention, but are for explanation and understanding
only.

In the drawings:
Fig. 1 is a perspective view showing an individually

20 packaged body fluid absorbent article according to a first
embodiment of the present invention;

Figs. 2Aand 2Bshowinstructions foruse, whichareprinted
on the exterior surface of a bag:;
Fig. 3 is a perspective view showing how to open the bag;

25 Fig. 4 1s a perspective view showing an individually
packaged body fluid absorbent article according to a second

embodiment of the present invention;



15 core is wapped. Wen inserted into the woman' s vagi na during
menstruation, the absorbent body 11 absorbs a nenstrual blood to swell in
the vagina. The string 12 is kept out of the vagi nal opening while the
absorbent body 11 is in the vagina, so tpa? t he absorbent body 11 can be
taken out of the vagina after use 20 by pulling the string 12. The
applicator 13 is forned of a synthetic resin material, and conprises: a
front tubul ar menberid4 thdssangen hereddoribantshbedyglinsandcaipear fonudar
menber 16 slidably inserted into the front tubular nenber 14 so that the
front end of ¢hearleag: 25 tubul ar nenber 16 confronts the rear end of the
absorbent body 11. The front end of the front tubular nenber 14 is split to
forma plurality ofFtdaws 15. aTherspeictdve2 veete rsthong nfar am tiredividua 10y
rear end of the absorbent body 11 passes through the rear tubular nenber 16
and projects pzakaged| yodlyomluhed mbaprbrdtofritheleearcdoublilngr trendberh il
When the body fluid absorbent article 10 is to be used, 5 the front tubular
menber 14 5of ¢misodppéntcaddHrtisd psesaseriedentiont he vagi na, and then, the
rear tubular menber 16 is pushed into the front tubular nenber 14. At this
time, the absorbentFbpdy’ALid & pophptlanutied dheifg.olt, bobufFag. mekbetowst by
the rear tubular nenber 16, so that the claws 15 are defornmed to 10 open
the front endaoftibe fhent & ubadatsnepbeedid and the absorbent body 11 is
inserted into the vagina. The bag 20 is fornmed of a packaging sheet 21. In
t he enbodi nent shownigt hg packagergpsledtre?¥iiesr ashooliyef b enedividoally
However, it is also possible to enploy a polypropylene film 15 paper, a
| am nat e of pohiykihydebedyifhunddalpapevenoratthiecle kegcordiaceo o fderth
pol yethylene film The bag 20 is in the formof so-called pillow type
packagi ng.0 | nembpdidenti ofi thaeprasenht inuensishri p- shaped pol yet hyl ene
filmis first fornmed into a cylinder having a longitudinally 20 extendi ng
seal 22 . Then, aftBigt e ikodypdtipactabsontient shpwiobea I{xdte wheert edoam
the cylinder, the cylinder is formed with transversely extending seals 23
and 23, in thesfopatednd the rear of the body fluid absorbent article 10.
Finally, the cylinder is cut to obtain the individually packaged body fluid
25 absorbent articleidg. D0 Dseaepdrgpetthivdagi &0, shidwetrey i sn fomdedi duanblgh
(i.e., V-shaped indentation) 24 for triggering tear of the bag 20. - 11
In order to npkekbbhedt padypraghiesabisoridkat! argiitdld nadcadidiec) itom a fifth
(Y-direction) of the bag 20, noreover, a line extending fromthe notch 24
in the | agi t edboaimehtecti ohei prpeehor ahednohohlheapdckagi ng sheet 21, or a
resin filmenployed as the packaging 5 sheet 21 is oriented in the
| ongi tudi nal directfFbg. 1\NAeshdWea bagt2hexremil i pdt rughi sastcand 4 2b1 Wad d
fromthe notch 24, therefore, the packaging sheet 21 is longitudinally cut
fromthe notchn24Frias Sli®mshowd-ig. sBatsowhkat tthe hagtZhcarrbestseparas ed
into right and left halves. 10 On the bag 20, instructions for use are
i ndi cated. I|ndehelepbddi mrent shown, the instructions for use are printed on
one surface of the packagi ng sheet 21 formng the bag 20. Fig. 2A shows the
exterior surface of the bag 20, as viewed from above, and Fig. 2B shows the
exterior surface of the bag 20, 15 as viewed fromthe opposite side. On the
exterior Z2urfESCRDBWNONNOFI FHE2AREFBBREDAEMBODIMENTed first instructions
26 and second instructions 27. On the exterior surface shown in Fig. 2B,
t here are indicat edThbipdesast rictémtsor? 8 idid Heodi skuisestr hetednaf28r The
first 20 instructions 26 and the second instructions 27 alternate with each
ot her, and theesetid Dh tdmwmd iafsthandrsfeonddiemidgdicterors a2 cand rij7 tar ehe
repeated at regular intervals in the longitudinal direction (Y-direction),
over the entipeekengtinwintiogh 20 thStefdepehye tivhehé kicodmpastyrinet doasi2gs and
the fourth instructions 25 29 alternate with each other, and the sets of
the third andrhoghthfonsvwiati aesc2@pandn29nanerovapeapediflicregubals are
intervals in the longitudinal direction (Y-direction), over the entire

25 set forth in order to provide a thorough understanding of the

present invention. Itwillbeobvious, however, tothoseskilled

in the art that the present invention may be practiced without



w - 12 length of bag 20. The first instructions 26 are indicated by
illustration only, and teach how to open (tear) the bag 20. The second
instructions 27 are also indicated by illustration only, but 5 teach how to
check the body fluid absorbent article 10 Epe_f ore use. In the enbodi nent
shown, the second instructions 27 are intended to arouse a user to check
the string 12 by pulling it before use. The third instructions 28 are
i ndi cat ed by Hrese r gpemidf iseveleslaillst.t er dn apdhesachnatancect ivel latlorgn
which 10 the bag 20 is to be torn. The fourth instructions 29 are indicated
by several |etterctorgyargmotasdboye i dstpifoliwhedkriteagpidnipridrsfaone
use. Needl ess to say, instructions for use to be indicated on the bag 20
shoul d not beohserr ety therebe, phasempyinvnehtudend5 any kind of statenent
concerning the usage of the body fluid absorbent article 10. For
i nstance, i nstruct i dhze flogrn NYerdy g utilde absombentbakhicheffbes dfed ftaxrdire
vagi na and pushing the absorbent body 11 out of the front tubular nenber 14
with the Pearm¢ams| ar apsbedred® amyldke i oflivatdd &y abdadberat ilmodywrid etd er s
. 20 In an alternative, instructions for assuring that nothing is wong
with the cl avge iBsatrteldelitotheerabiofa the feantr foalasonehbebotly fMayl dre
indicated by illustration or letters . It is also possible to print such
i nstructions sack hes paekagrngl sheetd?21 together with the first to fourth
instructions 26 to 29. 25 Such instructions are printed on the packagi ng
sheet 21 as patt er rBhe epeat etinagi vhiua bivgipackapdd’tliaaisenh. hdihelim epstrig | on
interval of individual instructions is required to - 13 be smaller than
t he | engt h ofatshetizagh@fe eBychpbodyifgiitchebsnsbenttd mnisclas iseindioriduabloye,
it becones possible to indicate at | east one set of instructions on each
bag 20 evén ipathagpdckagiag shekirelit sstoontd beoust ¢d s redadpriaatappi ng
Wi thout 5 positioning the instructions 26 to 29 with respect to each body
fluid absorbeas medns|Bod Oingentienprideesdsorbeagqubntiyal hyonbhef aay ima ngt
i ndi vi dual | y packaged body fluid absorbent articles 1. A plurality of
i ndi vidual | y packaged badyof| mayd absobbeanclOsadt inl eBelbage housed in a
paper box for sale. Here, a nanual

The term “bag” as used herein means a packaging material

which is in the form of bag closed on all sides and accommodates
15 a single body fluid absorbent article so as to keep the body
fluid absorbent article clean until use.

The term “instructions for use” as used herein means any
kindof statement concerning theusageof thebody fluidabsorbent
article, such as how to take the absorbent article out of the

20 bag, howto insert the absorbent body into the vagina of a wearer,
how to dispose of a used absorbent article, how to check the
absorbent article before use, and so on. The instructions for
use may be described in any suitable manner such as letters
(characters), illustration (explanatory drawing), or a

25 combination thereof.

Fig. 1 is a perspective view showing an individually

packaged body fluid absorbent article 1 according to a first



describing instructions for use of the body fluid absorbent article 10 may
be enclosed in the box, but since the instructions for use are indicated on
each bag 20, it is not necessarily required to enclose such nmanual in the
box. 15 Wien the individually packaged body fluid absorbent article 1 is

t aken out of the box for use, the instructfons 26 to 29 indicated on the
exterior surface of the bag 20 can easily catch user' s attention.

Theref ore, thembedime@nldby rdleepresarst akevémt bpeni Aggeperat iaowl &fB tsleowag
20, neglects to check 20 the article before use, or makes a mistake in
usage of the arstrvetions fadinseowhigimeeetdmwiftiadonitist euteirans Porface
illustrate a torn bag with its illustrated torn end directed to the notch
24, the user e&nadaad |30 uredet Stignd 3t e popetrspactive whéehshbeihagh@ to
should be torn. On the other hand, since the letters 25 of instructions 28
and 29 are wépeenthe bagrédd in a state where the end having the notch 24
is directed upwardly, as shown in Fig. 2B, the user will begin to tear the
bag 20 wi t5h the The 4i naehiot odu 241 ylipeetteare dipealyd £y uidt ab ko sbéntres risi cbe
the notch 24 is forned adjacent to the rear end of the body fluid absorbent
article 10, il.shewn infFiga.eartsacits opnetrubéebdy 20davddmaddat pagkd dneng ear
tubul ar nenber 16 of the applicator 13, the rear end 5 of the rear tubular
menber 16 andatsiengteiledi2t Wild appedrerdt adie ddegiliniimgtbe begr 26f tTiee bag
20 while being directed upwardly. Here, since the front tubular nmenber 14
of the applichedy A1ig aftsiddbeant ahEibdg 20,canyper ichestk aofotheliedi pgndén can
be performed in accordance with the second instructions 10 27 whil e hol di ng
the front tubihatudenpean lapsdrloent hddy Hdg a20 aTherehgr extehdihgofitom a

t ubul ar nenber 14 can be kept clean. Fig. 4 is a perspective view show ng
an i ndi vildual kgapaoihgéd hmdp sblrbied tabsdy Bdnt andtarchpp3icatooridi ng wioieh
second enbodi nent of the present invention; and Fig. 5 is an enlarged 15

vi ew showi ng thst tampoonssf bpuasd.i ndi cated on a bag 40 of the individually
packaged body fluid absorbent article 31. The individually packaged body
fluid absorbent artTbée 3bdrddrdr neddpy ljackagpngsébe odyofé uifch radesiorihent
article 10 in the bag 40. The body fluid absorbent article 10 is identical
20 to that showmprasbkigg hydwhphelmnct Aébeaapenchoaprcsingnt be adgonbemhd
body 11 and string 12 is housed in the applicator 13. Here, the detailed
descri ption o 1lheupdrpeonsabhbeistedtheushnescomsyoevet i s ias inhebécbf tihde
first enbodiment will be omtted by designating them by the conmon

ref erencelnuneraksis w2appeel.bafjh40 irssarttsad fiotmwethefwdnten‘pavkgdnagdsheey 21
such as a polyethylene film The bag 40 is fornmed such that the packagi ng
sheet 21 is fmesstioriédni ntive ealsdibeder bekliychliabsorbs a menstrual blood

to swell in the vagina. The string 12 is kept out of the vaginal

opening while the absorbent body 11 is in the vagina, so that

the absorbent body 11 can be taken out of the vagina after use
20 by pulling the string 12.

The applicator 13 is formed of a synthetic resinmaterial,
and comprises: a front tubular member 14 housing the absorbent
body 11; and a rear tubular member 16 slidably inserted into
the front tubular member 14 so that the front end of the rear

25 tubular member 16 confronts the rear end of the absorbent body
11. The front end of the front tubular member 14 is split to

form a plurality of claws 15. The string 12 extending from the



- 15 sealed to have a longitudinally extending seal 41, and then, both
ends of the cylinder, in which the body fluid absorbent article 10 is
accompdat ed, are sealed to have transversely extending seals 42 and 42. 5
The bag 40 is provided at the center theregf with a tear section 43 for

| ongi tudi nally separating the bag 40 into"two. In the enbodi nent shown, the
tear section 43 is a line which is perforated on the packagi ng sheet 21 to
ext end cont i nieaskepded § thefalyssmtherit ody Ltlheadags 40 rougharhalreermathuigr t he
tear 10 section 43 nmay be formed such that a resin filmoriented in a
transverse dinehéonn pangarnhiedes reheviagagdivt fdomaihedireect ¢ ofYE e res= on)
is enployed as the packagi ng sheet 21 and the packagi ng sheet 21 is

provi ded wit ht@elar feemivbei gheri ng formati on of a transversely extending
cutoff line. 15 Wth the tear section 43, the bag 40 can be separated into
a front section 40ATkenl the dadysédnidnadeBrbekt eartheld rldhti st tbubarusasvber
14 accommodating the absorbent body 11 of the body fluid absorbent article
10 i s posidti obleel fronthedbrwolir swatbeon 140Af &hd ébplieatotubdll bs imesdxgred 6

t hrough which the string 20 12 passes is positioned in the rear section
40B. I n the ebboditenvaghoen,andshenct tbasets dnbuilpstmercbteoris 46 mrshed
printed on the exterior surface of the front section 40A of the bag 40. As
shown in Fig.ist¢ hen fevhar geldusealmsmikidre ldnst Audthions iRe, 46hé esdwdp Hwamtt o

open (tear) the bag 40. The instructions 45 are indicated by illustration
and letters, landytEachs apuskedtdat < hetiagf dénhtamibel Tutmehioeng Theoy edre
section 43 and separated - 16 into the front section 40A and the rear

section 40B. féerotheswlansteniotr dis, 40 ahetalkbe chdwealbdaby défostedtion
and letters, but intended to arouse a user to check the string 12 after the
bag 40 i d0opereen theWrmmtt éied bfidiha foeht yupad kagedbeadly4 dhditdhecddsortimit
article 31 is handled, since the letters of the instructions 45 and 46 are
witten as showyi hlFig. ibsethedfioht tketvagiddA and the rear section 40B
will be naturally held by the Ieft hand and the right hand, respectively.
Therefore, the fronThdaOb&gblaisnmBobeedldfcanpbekhgidgbyhehe Béft Iranthe

t hrough the front section 40A when the bag 40 is separated into two al ong
t he tear secteéenbod3meiherhowrhetls¢ pakedgayd ngashdrt €heackagolyepblylliemg filmn
accordance with the instructions 4 6, while the front tubular nenber 14 is
hel d by the |Bbwvehand througlddhedaxintlesect enpldy 4080lfbeoeybere fhbnm,
front tubular nenber 14 can be kept clean. Here, since the front tubular
menber 14 5usupbpyrhas lanriergichobfpabpeithplerio fIlmmandtpepd engirnthé bikd¢ he
front section 40A is preferably in a range of about 40 to 80 nmso as to
assure in place of the polyethylene film.

Thebag20isinthe formof so-calledpillowtypepackaging.
In a production line, a continuous strip-shaped polyethylene
film is first formed into a cylinder having a longitudinally
20 extendingseal 22. Then, after thebody fluid absorbent article
10 is inserted in the cylinder, the cylinder is formed with
transversely extending seals 23 and 23, in the front and the
rear of the body fluid absorbent article 10. Finally, the
cylinder is cut to obtain the individually packaged body fluid

25 absorbent article 1.
At one end of the bag 20, there is formed a notch (i.e.,

V-shaped indentation) 24 for triggering tear of the bag 20.



that the front tubular nmenber 14 wll be held through the front 20 section
40A afiter the bag 40 is opened. In the enbodi nent shown, only the
instructions 45 and 46 are indicated on_t front section 40A acconmodati ng
t he absorbent body 11 and the front tubul a nmenber 14. However, it is also
possible to indicate instructions for use simlar 25 to or different from

t he instructi bnords rabhe mgeorhe heaen@rrdoess dnfibdve lohgtihadieal dientdtiom0B,
in addition to the instructions 45 and 46 indicated on the front section
40A. - 17 Hgdise¢sianperEpset ibag Vilewrohewivrg,aa 1hdée véxuendingatkaged
body fluid absorbent article 51 according to a third enbodi nent of the
present inventhenotely. 24 AiNn sthe t bpngpl tpdihaly dfrdityl os; i anee H gra 7Bl strows
a state where a bag 60 of the 5 individually packaged body fluid absorbent
article 51 i sthpoashkading shekvicduadt g geackafetn lsogy ofyled als absgrdeiaging
article 51 is fornmed by packaging the body fluid absorbent article 10 in
the bag 606. Theedbddl filsubdiabsedbéntthe tliaxis tA@liirs li démeictalont.o What thwwn
in Fig. 1, wherein the tanpon conprising the 10 absorbent body 11 and
string 12 i s bhausad is phélepplrigates ri3 apohpreftivaga Hecdmr drite tnubudlar24,
menber 14 and the rear tubular nmenber 16 . Here, the detail ed description
of the portiobsehaipng, t tiee gearskapinsd rabctetoRd as Lbogétofiinhélficst from
enbodi ment will be omtted by designating them by the conmon reference
nuneral s . 15tHéenbbgh6®4} saal shovnrimdrFdf. t he packlagt nthsheed 20 sarctbas a
pol yethylene film The bag 60 is sealed to have a |longitudinally extending
seal 61 and tsapsvetsd| ynext endhhgasdalsfé2hahdes2. In a rear section of
the bag 60 accomodating the rear 20 tubul ar nmenber 16 of the applicator 13
and the string 12, ®hetlre bag 20, instructions for use are indicated. 1In

the embodiment shown, the instructions for use are printed on
one surface of the packaging sheet 21 forming the bag 20. Fig.
2A shows the exterior surface of the bag 20, as viewed from
above, and Fig. 2B shows the exterior surface of the bag 20,

15 as viewed from the opposite side.
On the exterior surface shown in Fig. 2A, there are
indicated first instructions 26 and second instructions 27.
On the exterior surface shown in Fig. 2B, there are indicated
third instructions 28 and fourth instructions 29. The first
20 instructions 26 and the second instructions 27 alternate with
each other, and the sets of the first and second instructions
26 and 27 are repeated at regular intervals in the longitudinal
direction (Y-direction), over the entire length of bag 20.
Similarly, the third instructions 28 and the fourth instructions
25 29 alternate with each other, and the sets of the third and
fourth instructions 28 and 29 are repeated at regular intervals

in the longitudinal direction (Y-direction), over the entire



is formed a tear line 63 which is perforated on the packagi ng sheet 21. The
rectangul ar section defined by the tear line 63 and the transversely
extending seal 62 is a separable section 60A. In addition, a peel able seal
64 is ‘adhered to the bag 60 25 to extend qor oss the tear line 63. The seal
64 is firmy adhered to the separable section 60A, but weakly adhered to
the remai ning section of the bag 60 outside the tear |ine 63. - 18 As
shown in Fig.leByth hef separadl e secti on 60A can be separated fromthe
remai ni ng section of the bag 60 by peeling off the seal 64 and tearing the
packagi ng sheet 21 Bhorfg udieinearukicneng3? 6 taxre hedebytedriny anl opemiatgid in
the bag 60, through 5 which the rear tubular nenber 16 of the applicator 13
and the stringnl®, candbteagpobetd &xt @peal | jreaks Shmvbaq F g. The second
instructions 71 teaching that the bag 60 can be opened from here are
printed in | einrstsuohiche sUrdexelso tthdiseskedohy. i Dhusheatxoeréomty slrdtace
of the separable 10 section 60A, printed are instructions 72 of which a
user shoul5d beeaohilfdvedbehecsd bherhody tiHalisthgb®rbEné ansticliet 10nsefire
conprise an ornanental franme 72a and letters 72b witten in the frane 72a.
The instructiess. 7Zrdéser ehbolPhsht ysuowhands: lsefconel dpenirngtiods Dh ddwe
interior surface of the separable section 60A on the other hand, printed
are instructiomsed@edndo 7droW¥ena tinee s eparaind ek seod | o GOA 123 Hprpyltiey
instructions 73 and 74 will appear, as shown in Fig. 7B. The instructions
73 are wittehtibefete ersss. d&ser tbhing imsitrichisoks td8e aster ingibetedebysen
The 20 other instructions 74 illustrate how to check the string 12. O
course, it isantsw podsidteralo l@tterst ed tersthuet dbnsct bonuskomag wiiisch
interior surface of the separable section 60A by |letters and/or
i Il ustratliCon. thabehe ehdbddbeerirshohe oo tisi meeriudiel dmé ROarerRididatadd t he
instructions 72 are witten as shown in Fig. 7A, the front section of the
bag 60 accommbydatdeverd hd eftrtemts bubyl aandremerseld wsét twe chatchr aheysteiy by
the left hand. Wen the separable

12 before use.

Needless to say, instructions for use to be indicated

on the bag 20 should not be limited thereto, but may include

15 any kind of statement concerning the usage of the body fluid
absorbent article 10. For instance, instructions for inserting

the front tubular member 14 into the vagina and pushing the
absorbent body 11 out of the front tubular member 14 with the
rear tubularmember 16maybe indicatedbyillustrationor letters.

20 In an alternative, instructions for assuring that nothing is
wrong with the claws 15 at the front end of the front tubular
member 14 may be indicated by illustration or letters. It is
also possible to print such instructions on the packaging sheet

21 together with the first to fourth instructions 26 to 29.

25 Such instructions are printed on the packaging sheet 21
as patterns repeated in the longitudinal direction. The

repetition interval of individual instructions is required to



- 19 section 60Ais torn by the right hand while the front section is held
by the |l eft hand, the rear tubular nenber 16 and the string 12 will appear
in the opening 65, as shown in Fig 7B. At the sanme tine, the instructions
73 and 74 can catch user's 5 attention. _Therefore, a user wll easily be
aroused to check the string 12. In addition, since the string 12 can be
checked by pulling it by the right hand while the front tubular nenber 14
is held through shalbay Bbabythie leabtthhafd thehddy . t BwirrintsimyertHet
can be kept clean. Here, the length L2 of the front 10 section of the bag
60 not havi nginsiersepbeadke setfoohheddteher bioedonepredes Abl ¢ tionirad v@aige  of
about 40 to 80 mMm so as to assure that the front tubular nmenber 14 will be
hel d t hrough atheldmgt 60ne | et hef t instresthoah sreort |, eddie sepdt@bdweersect itdre 60A
of 15 the bag 60 is forned by perforating the tear Iine 63 on the packagi ng
sheet 21. Thapa¢kagime sbepardbl e coattinonusli swwprEn édhf egwalappanty vof t Hde:
packagi ng sheet 21 . However, the separable section should not be limted
to such it egpeasiphoning theeipatkagtngnshdetoZ? wEsh respented,o £heh body
separabl e section of the 20 bag 60 may be provi ded such that an opening is
prelimnaril yfbebtdi dedoirhenhe agdadkcdg N shreeth@lprandsa sfaldeqiatelafly
sheet separate fromthe packagi ng sheet 21 is detachably adhered to the
surface of theapatkagingngheetdididuwaldyndpébkagednibugy t iloddgh abgrEssur e
sensitive adhesive. 25 In the third enbodi ment, the instructions for use
are indi catedaopnidbes the exterior and interior surfaces of the separable
section 60A. However, it is, of course, possible to - 20 indicate the
i nstructions for uskpéoraidlyyontioflitrhdueXigmpaarkaayed bodefilar dsals S @desn tof
t he separabl e section 60A. Fig. 8 is a perspective view show ng an
i ndi vi dudldl y packeages bedye hbusddaibsar papte rabbkct @r &a lac.cotdireg & anandalur t h
5 enbodi nent of the present invention; and Fig. 9 is a perspective view
showi ng a st allesahibbeng bagt 80coiochbefondiwe dofl tlye pandkageln b dyb$dtbeht
absorbent article 76 is opened. The individually packaged body fluid
absor bent artarcticlé 1li0smd pbeeshdlo ot kagihegbo ke buddyificeitthealrsor et ions
article 10 10 in the bag 80 fornmed of the packagi ng sheet 21. The body
fluid absorbefibranséchaee 10ndscatledt oxadatlo hdat2Ghoim is tog. ndce sdrer £l
t he tanpon conprising the absorbent body 11 and string 12 is housed in the
appl i cator 13regupréedi g ehelbsensuthbmbanabeimbethéddbard the rear tubul ar
menber 16, as shown in Fig . 9 . Here, 15 the detail ed description of the
portions lsavi ng t heWsamne thensindicticnsl las phokeged bbdyf ifilsii dendiosh rivait
will be omtted by designating themby the common reference nunerals.
article 1 is taken out of the box for use, the instructions

26 to 29 indicated on the exterior surface of the bag 20 can
easilycatchuser’sattention. Therefore, theuserhardlymakes

a mistake in opening operation of the bag 20, neglects to check

20 thearticlebeforeuse, ormakesamistake inusageof thearticle.
In addition, since the first instructions 26 illustrate

a torn bag with its illustrated torn end directed to the notch

24, the user can easily understand the position from which the

bag 20 should be torn. On the other hand, since the letters

25 of instructions 28 and 29 are written to be read in a state
where the end having the notch 24 is directed upwardly, as shown

in Fig. 2B, the user will begin to tear the bag 20 with the



The bag 80 is sealed to have a |ongitudinally extending seal (not shown)
and transversely extending seals 81 and 81. 20 Between the transversely
extending seals 81 and 81 of the bag 80, a tear line 82 drawi ng an
elliptical or oval shape is perforated on 4 he packagi ng sheet 21 . In the
enbodi nent shown, the elliptical or oval Section defined by the tear |ine
82 is a separable section 80A. As shown in Fig. 9, the separable 25 section
80A can be sepaieh et fdigaaties pewairdilig skettiors dfimehe sbagesbheynaeteah 4y
the packagi ng sheet 21 along the tear line 82, to thereby open the bag 80.
The el lipticals dforad asldpaecall eo the rparsend oh t@@Abpdy Hbutdpysmeknt
either conpletely or partially fromthe remaining section of the bag 80. On
the exterior attfate 166, iLhe.scparabter sesttiiom 86 havashdWadarnFighatging
printed are instructions 91 of which a user 5 should be notified before
openi ng the bake 8GRarmkabwistr membensllofiddey idpp livedioryddr, hhadsebefard
opening." O course, other instructions teaching that the bag 80 should be
torn along theftieze réeave Bowhar swemre nallt ard e | gidi oad el tvigk eapp«@r t he
interior surface of the separable section 80A, 10 on the other hand,
printed are i#stthetbeompsnohanet 98saThet i tise rhag i Zhwloll earlek 08y wii fecpgrkar
when t he separabl e section 80A is separated, as shown in Fig. 9. The

i nstructions @vaedkyi beHehat 'sCheek thiee Tafret ytefbae wewbewi flHi wfarthe
ornanental frame. The instructions 93 describe that "Check the string 15
bef ore use" wipplhcapoorhhinentsglilir anethetbag 24 ,s¢hsosbiebkeofotipeisitring
illustrations for better understanding of such instructions. In the fourth
enbodi nent, tbd carhbesepafabhed secetonrdanchbevitr robe sécanduimstalcisiepss at e
fromthe packagi ng sheet 21. 20 For instance, the separable section of the
bag 80 nayY beZprwvi bedshting Hdte frompeniubglbs perbem harthyopgbvildedan

t he packagi ng sheet 21, and a snmall piece of sheet separate fromthe
packagi ng she2®. 2 ThHeradmmchableyf adhereibulet hemberf 3¢ ecaf biehkepacklgamg
sheet 21, around the opening, through a pressure sensitive 25 adhesive. It
is al so possible toFigdi ¢éatte Bheecnspectdivieonvs eWorshesd rgn aml ynaditel dial he
exterior and interior surfaces of the separable section 80A. - 22 1In the
f or egoi ng enbpackages bady ifs updedlesoebenhatr ttild epdd kagtogd shedto 21sdaond
snooth surface and a superior wettability by ink, so as to nake the printed
i nstructi ons ehkadimént caSéhehpresenht imsintuicin oandaFegprd disednowntdmeged
interior surface of 5 the bag, such as the instructions 73 and 74 of Fig.
7B or thdS nsvieetslonsi®g iamd r@® tdfons §orisenndiecadtdrepnharyg diecprim ed
instructions are preferably coated with a varnish. Wth the varnish thus
coat ed, the inkdbVidhelpyi paelagadtpadyi 6hsidaabberpbeeveatrtnglérdin adhering
to the absorbent body 11, the string 10 12 or the applicator 13. Especially
when the body fl ui dTagsordienidaaltliylmcirdes] dodyhéluypeabhavibgnhoarticle
applicator, i.e., when the tanpon conprising the absorbent body 11 and the
string 12 is direstiormpatkygpdckaganbaghe thmdw dilmiishiabgorbeetf activée 10

in the bag 40. The body fluid absorbent article 10 is identical
20 to that shown in Fig. 1, wherein the tampon comprising the
absorbent body 11 and string 12 is housed in the applicator
13. Here, the detailed description of the portions having the
same constructions as those of the first embodiment will be
omitted by designating them by the common reference numerals.
25 The bag 40 is also formed of the packaging sheet 21 such
as a polyethylene film. The bag 40 is formed such that the

packaging sheet 21 is first formed into a cylinder which is



For instance, the varnish nmay contain a polyamde resin 15 in a sol vent
consisting of three kinds of materials such as acetic acid esters,

hydr ocar bons and al cohol. In the forgoing enbodinents, it is also preferred
that the illustrations and letters of the,knstructions are in contrasting
colors with respect to the color of the packaging 20 sheet 21. Mre
preferably, the fackaging sheet 21 is of white color or any pale color, and
t he instructi¥aled Ephiatted lenditkdiopdly, estendasgbsaek, 4 edrthd igreen.
Fig. 10 is a perspective view show ng an individually packaged body fluid
absorbent arthetle arods st dihdi wy Lindgrf i fnhwhbchnbelibedy Dfuidebhmradent

i nvention. The individually packaged body fluid absorbent article 101 is
formed by packeigl&e the bovdcedunedatadr bere sgalied €o haviks trEhsversdlay
110 forned of the packagi ng sheet 21. The body fluid absorbent article 10
is identical extemaingheamls ndFigndi42wherein the tanpon conprising the
absorbent body 11 and string 12 is housed in the applicator 13. Here, the
det ai | ed @escri pti oths befg #Rel parndwitkechad et drn bamd hemestly wéthonst esse
those of the first enbodinment will be omtted by designating them by the
common ref er esret hemedalfor Thegbagdineliy sepdeating Hdve bad dAgittdited |y
extendi ng seal 111 and transversely extending seals 112 and 112, and can 10
be opened, fofnexmEwodimgnta siotwrh [th® peevi dedtinnode ésdathmreofhics
shown in Fig. 3. In the bag 110, an instruction sheet 120 is encl osed

t oget her withis hredfodyptfddipd Bibs eelokag iart sbeet 1L tThésténdtoudtiromsthiget
120 may be paper. However, at |east part of 15 the instruction sheet 120 is
pref erabl y hydiophrobécentiablerof épel begt 40 conlsi der ahgetrhativhe thstrast i on
sheet 120 can al so be used for covering user' s fingers when a used

absor bentflOar t$eteidl 43 may bee heddndy sueh filbetr s2 FeoFirex@nh eoridneted in
instruction sheet 120 nay be fornmed of a resin film paper of 20 which at

| east one suré#&censyeceatdid agittiprepevapendiepkd f he Loagiiruddmadaplereatfiathi ch
at least one surface is applied a water-repellent agent by spraying or the
like . In an &¥tdrnattiven) aisasmphoeedfasn byeropbkadinghgdeeetanddl aand the
hydr ophobi ¢ or water-repellent sheet may al so be enpl oyed. For exanple, the
25 | ami nat e npychegbhigahektdd 1 apeovidedotidha cobfpirsimgeop nanth b t o

| ayers formed of a hydrophilic sheet such as paper and an internediate

| ayer formed of a hydnsphobetysbreéndimdh astoff Ridneresin film It is also
possi bl e to enpl oy paper or nonwoven fabric containing hydrophobic fibers.
As exenpllifi ed abovigithhehéns¢ancseonichetd, 120 ilsapréd ecabl ye f sepaedatodd a
sheet material which can prevent a stain such as nenstrual bl ood adhered to
5 one surfaceibherebfoht smaddonngOA aoah & heaotdertison A8Be therepfthe Fopt 11A
shows a state where the instruction sheet 120 is rolled; and Fig. 11B shows
a state wher etthelansnemnoer o shemmnkia b iagdhsl epsdrbEhs brdyr Ut ¢bntsheet
120 is formed of paper treated to be hydrophobic or water-repellent or a
resin body fluidabsorbent article1l0ispositionedinthe front section

40A, and the rear tubular member 16 through which the string
20 12 passes is positioned in the rear section 40B.
In the embodiment shown, instructions 45 and instructions
46 are printed on the exterior surface of the front section
40A of the bag 40.
As shown in Fig. 5 in an enlarged scale, the instructions
25 45 teach how to open (tear) the bag 40. The instructions 45
are indicated by illustration and letters, and teach a user

that the bag 40 can be cut along the tear section 43 and separated



10 film and is in the formof bag, as shown in Fig. 11B. After use, the
t anpon conprising the absorbent body 11 and the string 12 can be put in
this bag for disposal. Therefore, the fingers can be prevented from being
stained with body fluids such as nmenstrual bl ood. 15 Mreover, instructions
131 and instructions 132 are printed on the instruction sheet 120. The
instructions 131 describe that "Check the safety before use." The
i nstructions B0 déscirpatisrat fChdOR ame tdter ragrbafarieonddB . | Theotden
possible to print illustrations for better understanding of 20 such
i nstructions.ingtiket $o1is 4 Semdilseontndidrt ¢hbyriuchu st athiewt angd0l etdreess out
of the bag 110 every tine when each individually packaged body fluid
absor bent arthet dntEndesl gpeacdusFhenesienr 60 aheskrtheastgéng doa fit dabitte of
reading the instructions of the instruction 25 sheet 120. In an
alternative, bde 40sisuepénmddsheet 120 may be used as an auxiliary
absorbent article. In this case, for exanple, - 25 the instruction sheet
120 is a IPam nat e dfhenrében indimiahe 1d t hhaclebsor beatysfdetid wsraibent
instructions for use are printed on the resin film Upon use, the tanpon is
i nserted intcarhieciagihas deddles,i sdtucegcthenleheers 190 ke putstomaiammer
side 5 of a crotch portion of an undergarnent for absorbing a nenstrual
bl ood | eaki ngd Duanadf4 ¢ here dgi bt eopeni sigewn nin el Qr dserthe nvueontt aggctaisorhas
been descri bed herei nabove, since the instructions for use can easily catch
user' s attemibdrrglEhy téae sgraniarhdO0Bnei Vi deahbyupat kydesll dbgytie ¥éfti d
absorbent article is to be used, it hardly happens to use the article in an
i mproper way band camegirectritghtc tegld,t Iresgetitdive liyef oflee ngford\ t thoelghrdrie
present invention has been illustrated and described with respect to
exenpl ar y Oenbogbweat mentheredf ,cart béhashd blydt e leidehshdathdpughhibvbe Skort ed
in the art that the foregoing and vari ous ot her changes, om ssion and
addi ti ons mayséet hodedOhevieen tine tbder4d of s werbrotd t el pant ¢ Ngvd raoleridieche
spirit and scope of the present invention. Therefore, the present invention
shoul d not beteaderesttoarh 4§ .| i Pih¢md the sheisped tiho leatuddiaiemt by20ukktngut
above but to include all possible enbodi nents which can be enbodied within
a scope enconpassedandlaags watehhetiheteoic tiionls 4@espette tbetfrorfteatnlaset
out in the appended cl ai ns. - 26 WHAT IS CLAIMED I S:

member 14 is held by the left hand through the front section

15 40A. Therefore, the front tubular member 14 can be kept clean.
Here, since the front tubular member 14 usually has a length
of about 50 to 70 mm, the length L1 of the front section 40A
is preferably in a range of about 40 to B0 mm so as to assure
that the front tubular member 14 will be held through the front

20 section 40A after the bag 40 is opened.

In the embodiment shown, only the instructions 45 and
46 are indicated on the front section 40A accommodating the
absorbent body 11 and the front tubular member 14. However,
it is also possible to indicate instructions for use similar

25 to or different from the instructions 45 and 46 on the exterior
surface of the rear section 40B, in addition to the instructions

45 and 46 indicated on the front section 40A.



1. An individually packaged body fluid absorbent article conprising: a body
fluid absorbent article including an absorbent body to be inserted into the
vagi na of a user; and a bag in which the body fluid absorbent article is

i ndi vidually packaged, wherein instructioRs for use of the body fluid
absorbent article are indicated on the bag. 2. The individually packaged
body fluid absorbent article as set forth in claiml, wherein the bag is

el ongate, and the ifs3ruetidnd PErsgsetive NVéry tshowiald vy epehiaidually
regular intervals on an exterior surface of the bag, over an entire length
of the bag. Fagrmeeddicddddiuiyd pheragentbaayi¢leidl algsomsdmo aptd il

set forth in claim1, wherein the body fluid absorbent article has a string
ext endi ng fropedEagnef bheteetrbibesntiody, Fiad hésbaddpaplantaaw
section for cutting the bag in tw along a boundary between a front section
accormmodat i ngef hEiabsér bane Bédy dRdshorear séetticowhgecommiwa 9ty atheche
string, wherein the instructions for use are indicated at | east on an
exterior Surfheelviduably peskagedihasdy biuidebisagbeat amtel ¢ mlb Vilduerened.
packaged body fluid absorbent article as set forth in claiml, wherein the
bag has a separ abl eTkecinidiyidual by pagrkdasse bodyt Ebvifongsdévpenseaniricle
indicated on at | east one of exterior and interior surfaces of the

separ abl e sect} dre Brmpsebyndagkdaany ytpadiched lvddyabpardeabsarbeate 10
article as set forth in claim4, wherein instructions for use of which a
user shoul d ben idis pagdbef he kybhfayidmbsrpaentearndicéatetisnidentical
exterior surface of the separable section, and other instructions for use
are indi cat edtenthat Bhewni én $igf.ade oheted nsdfm diFmeaectnpr iBinArche

i ndi vi dual |y packaged body fluid absorbent article conprising: a body fluid
absor bentlOart dleserbent udbdy ah abdosbehng bbdyls ddesesin tidte i Rl i¢rtor
vagina of a user; and a bag in which the body fluid absorbent article is

i ndi vi dual | y packenyed s ishetdienf aant nsthwla s oemblegel 4 and wiiec hephstwlietdons
for use of the body fluid absorbent article are indicated, is enclosed in
the bag . 7. Wawbenditvi ddatréey tpacieagdd asodiys ¢4 ip i arbg b itbemo riritdrsd kavbng et
forth in claim6, wherein at |east part of the instruction sheet is

hydr ophobi ¢ otheasane repestenttidns ®Hee thedievicdughey £ paskagedo@odgnt | wi HL
absorbent article as set forth in claim7, wherein the instruction sheet is
in be omitted by designating themby the common reference numerals.

15 The bag 60 is also formed of the packaging sheet 21 such as
a polyethylene £film. The bag 60 is sealed to have a
longitudinally extending seal 61 and transversely extending
seals 62 and 62.

In a rear section of the bag 60 accommodating the rear

20 tubular member 16 of the applicator 13 and the string 12, there
is formed a tear line 63 which is perforated on the packaging
sheet 21. The rectangular section defined by the tear line 63
and the transversely extending seal 62 is a separable section
60A. In addition, a peelable seal 64 is adhered to the bag 60

25 toextend across the tear 1line 63. The seal 64 is firmly adhered
to the separable section 60A, but weakly adhered to the remaining

section of the bag 60 outside the tear line 63.
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Of course, it is also possible to print other instructions for

use on the interior surface of the separable section 60A by
letters and/or illustration.

In the embodiment shown, too, since the letters 72b of

25 the instructions 72 are written as shown in Fig. 7A, the front

section of the bag 60 accommodating the front tubular member

14 will be naturally held by the left hand. When the separable
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the string 12. In addition, since the string 12 can be checked

by pulling it by the right hand while the front tubular member
14 is held through the bag 60 by the left hand, the front tubular
member 14 can be kept clean. Here, the length L2 of the front
10 sectionof thebag 60 not having the separable section 60A therein
is preferably in a range of about 40 to 80 mm so as to assure
that the front tubular member 14 will be held through the bag
60.
In the third embodiment, the separable section 60A of
15 the bag 60 is formed by perforating the tear line 63 on the
packaging sheet 21. That is, the separable section 60A is an
integral part of the packaging sheet 21. However, the separable
section should not be limited to such integral part of the
packaging sheet 21. For instance, the separable section of the
20 bag 60 may be provided such that an opening is preliminarily
provided in the packaging sheet 21, and a small piece of sheet
separate from the packaging sheet 21 is detachably adhered to
the surfaceof the packagingsheet 21, around the opening, through
a pressure sensitive adhesive.
25 In the third embodiment, the instructions for use are
indicated on both the exterior and interior surfaces of the

separable section 60A. However, it is, of course, possible to
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109&' ()-109%& ()-!109%& ()-!10%&k ()-&10%& ()-+++/,0,,,dEMC
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109%&' ()-9.'10%& ()-, T#10%& ()- & ! 10%& ()-9( 10%& ()-<0y0z0{O| 00J11|2~_=
10! t z#109& ()embodipuggt O the pusisent)inveagli¢n: ang Hog. 9 is a perspective
view showing a state where a bag 80 of the individually packaged
body fluid absorbent article 76 is opened.
The individually packaged body fluid absorbent article
76 is formed by packaging the body fluid absorbent article 10
10 in the bag 80 formed of the packaging sheet 21. The body fluid
absorbent article 10 is identical tothat showninFig. 1, wherein
the tampon comprising the absorbent body 11 and string 12 is
housed in the applicator 13 comprising the front tubular member
14 and the rear tubular member 16, as shown in Fig. 9. Here,
15 the detailed description of the portions having the same
constructions as those of the first embodiment will be omitted
by designating them by the common reference numerals.
The bag 80 is sealed to have a longitudinally extending
seal (not shown) and transversely extending seals 81 and 81.
20 Between the transversely extending seals 81 and 81 of the bag
80, a tear line 82 drawing an elliptical or oval shape 1is
perforated on the packaging sheet 21. In the embodiment shown,
the elliptical or oval section defined by the tear line 82 is
a separable section 80A. As shown in Fig. 9, the separable
25 section 80A can be separated from the remaining section of the

bag 80 by tearing the packaging sheet 21 along the tear line

82, to therebyopenthebag80. Theelliptical or oval separable
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as shown in Fig. 8, printed are instructions 91 of which a user
should be notified before opening the bag 80. The instructions
91 describe “Wash your hands before opening.” Of course, other
instructions teaching that the bag 80 should be torn along the
tear line 82 and so on may also be indicated thereon.

On the interior surface of the separable section 80A,
on the other hand, printed are instructions 92 and 93. The
instructions 92 and 93 will appear when the separable section
80A is separated, as shown in Fig. 9. The instructions 92
describe that “Check the safetybefore use” within an ornamental
frame. The instructions 93 describe that “Check the string
before use” within an ornamental frame. It is also possible
to print illustrations for better understanding of such
instructions.

In the fourth embodiment, too, the separable section may
be formed of a material separate from the packaging sheet 21.
For instance, the separable section of the bag 80 may be provided
such that an opening is preliminarily provided in the packaging
sheet 21, and a small piece of sheet separate from the packaging
sheet 21 is detachably adhered to the surface of the packaging
sheet 21, around the opening, through a pressure sensitive
adhesive. It is alsopossible to indicate the instructions for
use on only one of the exterior and interior surfaces of the

separable section 80A.
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where the instructions are printed on the interior surface of
5 the bag, such as the instructions 73 and 74 of Fig. 7B or the
instructions 92 and 93 of Fig. 9, on the other hand, the printed
instructions are preferably coated with a varnish. With the
varnish thus coated, the ink of the printed instructions can
be preventing from adhering to the absorbent body 11, the string
10 12 or the applicator 13. Especially when the body fluid
absorbent article 10 is of the type having no applicator, i.e.,
when the tampon comprising the absorbent body 11 and the string
12 is directly packaged in a bag, the varnishing is effective.
For instance, the varnish may contain a polyamide resin
15 in a solvent consisting of three kinds of materials such as
acetic acid esters, hydrocarbons and alcohol.

In the forgoing embodiments, it is also preferred that
the illustrations and letters of the instructions are in
contrasting colors with respect to the color of the packaging

20 sheet 21. More preferably, the packaging sheet 21 is of white
color or any pale color, and the instructions are printed in
dark colors, such as black, red and green.

Fig. 10 is a perspective view showing an individually
packaged body fluid absorbent article 101 according to a fifth

25 embodiment of the present invention.

The individually packaged body fluid absorbent article

101 is formed by packaging the body fluid absorbent article
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first embodiment will be omitted by designating them by the

common reference numerals.

The bag 110 is sealed to have a longitudinally extending

seal 111 and transversely extending seals 112 and 112, and can

10 be opened, for example, from a notch 113 provided in one end

thereof, as shown in Fig. 3.

In the bag 110, an instruction sheet 120 is enclosed

together with the body fluid absorbent article 10. This

instruction sheet 120 may be paper. However, at least part of

15 the instruction sheet 120 is preferably hydrophobic or

water-repellent, considering that the instruction sheet 120

canalsobeused for coveringuser’s fingerswhen a used absorbent

article 11 is to be held by the fibers. For example, the

instruction sheet 120 may be formed of a resin film, paper of

20 which at least one surface is coated with a water-repellent

resin, or paper of which at least one surface is applied a

water-repellent agentbysprayingorthelike. Inanalternative,

a laminate of a hydrophilic sheet and a hydrophobic or

water-repellent sheet may also be employed. For example, the

25 laminate may be of a three-layer structure comprising top and

bottom layers formed of a hydrophilic sheet such as paper and

an intermediate layer formed of a hydrophobic sheet such as
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5 one surface thereof from ocozing from the other surface thereof.

Fig. 11A shows a state where the instruction sheet 120
is rolled; and Fig. 11B shows a state where the instruction
sheet 120 is developed. The instruction sheet 120 is formed
of paper treated to be hydrophobic or water-repellent or a resin

10 film, and is in the form of bag, as shown in Fig. 11B. After
use, the tampon comprising the absorbent body 11 and the string
12 can be put in this bag for disposal. Therefore, the fingers
can be prevented from being stained with body fluids such as
menstrual blood.

15 Moreover, instructions 131 and instructions 132 are
printed on the instruction sheet 120. The instructions 131
describe that “Check the safety before use.” The instructions
132 describe that “Check the string before use.” It is also
possible to print illustrations for better understanding of

20 such instructions.

In the fifth embodiment, the instruction sheet 120 comes
out of the bag 110 every time when each individually packaged
body fluid absorbent article 101 is opened. Therefore, a user
canget intoahabitof readingtheinstructionsoftheinstruction

25 sheet 120.

In an alternative, the instruction sheet 120 may be used

as an auxiliary absorbent article. In this case, for example,
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10!} . #109& ()eof . ¢oeeh PprdndPE an undergarment for absorbing a menstrual
blood leaking out of the vaginal opening.

In the present invention, as has been described
hereinabove, since the instructions for use can easily catch
user’s attention every time when the individually packaged body

10 fluid absorbent article is to be used, it hardly happens to
use the article in an improper way or to neglect to check the
article before use.

Although the present invention has been illustrated and
described with respect to exemplary embodiments thereof, it

15 shouldbeunderstoodbythoseskilledintheart that the foregoing
and various other changes, omission and additions may be made
therein and thereto, without departing fromthe spirit and scope
of the present invention. Therefore, the present invention
should not be understood as limited to the specific embodiments

20 set out above but to include all possible embodiments which

canbe embodiedwithina scope encompassed and equivalent thereof

with respect to the feature set out in the appended claims.
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comprising:
a body fluid absorbent article including an absorbent
body to be inserted into the vagina of a user; and
a bag in which the body fluid absorbent article is
individually packaged, wherein
instructions for use of the body fluid absorbent article

are indicated on the bag.

2. The individually packaged body fluid absorbent article
as set forth in claim 1, wherein the bag is elongate, and the
instructions for use are longitudinally repeated at regular
intervals on an exterior surface of the bag, over an entire

length of the bag.

3. The individually packaged body fluid absorbent article
as set forthinclaiml, wherein the body fluid absorbent article
has a string extending from a rear end of the absorbent body,
and the bag has a tear section for cutting the bag in two along
a boundary between a front section accommodating the absorbent
body and a rear section accommodating the string, wherein the
instructions foruseareindicatedat least onanexterior surface

of the front section of the bag.

4, The individually packaged body fluid absorbent article

as set forth in claim 1, wherein the bag has a separable section,
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5. The individually packaged body fluid absorbent article
as set forth in claim 4, wherein instructions for use of which
a user should be notified before opening the bag are indicated
on the exterior surface of the separable section, and other
instructions for use are indicated on the interior surface of

the separable section.

6. An individually packaged body fluid absorbent article
comprising:

a body fluid absorbent article including an absorbent
body to be inserted into the vagina of a user; and

a bag in which the body fluid absorbent article is
individually packaged, wherein

an instruction sheet, on which instructions for use of
the body fluid absorbent article are indicated, is enclosed

in the bag .

7. The individually packaged body fluid absorbent article
as set forth inclaim 6, wherein at least part of the instruction

sheet is hydrophobic or water-repellent.

8. The individually packaged body fluid absorbent article
as set forth in claim 7, wherein the instruction sheet is in

bag form for accommodating a used absorbent body.



