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ADJUSTABLE SUPPORT PILLOW FIELD OF THE INVENTION The present invention
relates generally to adjustable support pillows. BACKGROUND OF THE
INVENTION Many types of adjustable support pillows are known. For example,
United States Patent 247,892 to Doremus. describes a pillow or bolster
constructed of a central roll surrounded by two or more parallel rows
connected with the central roll along its sides. A related patent, United
States Patent 395,043 to Doremus, describes a removable pillow cover or
slip with a series of longitudinal compartments secured together in 10
parallel relation with each other on adjacent sides intermediate the entire
cluster and adapted to contain independent, separately-covered rolls or
pillows. United States Patent 1,385,355 to Banks describes a pillow
comprising three sections; two end sections being identical and including
relatively thick portions filled with a non-compressible material, and a
relatively thin central section located between and connected 15  to the
end sections and filled with a soft yielding material. United States Patent
1,447,288 to Emmerich describes a pillow comprising a filled enclosure
having substantially twice the width and half the thickness of the normal
width and thickness of the pillow and adapted to be folded upon itself
along a median line, the two halves of the enclosure being filled
respectively with relatively hard and soft material, a casing 20  adapted
to contain the filled enclosure when folded upon itself, and means for
fastening the casing. United States Patent 3,849,810 to Degen describes a
pillow that includes a case with an opening therein having a first
fastening device for opening and closing it. The pillow contains a first
main stuffing and a second auxiliary stuffing that is inserted in the
opening. 25               United States Patent 4,829,614 to Harper
describes an adjustable pillow with adjustable neck support having a main
portion and a neck support portion. A plurality of separately inflatable
members are positioned in chambers that are surrounded and separated by
cushioning material. 



Other adjustable  pillows representative of the art include United States
Patents 30   4,660,239, 4,768,248, 4,908,894, 5,231,720, 5,363,524,
5,367,731, 5,437,070, and 5,479,667. SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION The present
invention seeks to provide a novel adjustable support pillow formed as an
endless, jointed roll of soft, stuffed compartments. The compartments may
be    WO 98/38892
PCT/IL98/00045 2 rolled or otherwise suitably arranged so as to optimize a
comfortable supporting configuration of the pillow. It is noted that
throughout the specification and claims the term "pillow" encompasses any
support structure for resting thereon a part of a body, such as a pillow, 5
mattress, upholstered seat, cushion and the like. There is thus provided in
accordance with a preferred embodiment of the present invention a support
pillow including a plurality of compartments each at least partially filled
with a soft, yielding material and covered with a tick, each compartment
being attached to another compartment along adjacent side edges thereof so
as to form an endless, jointed roll l0  of the compartments, the attached
side edges defining joints between each compartment. In accordance with a
preferred embodiment of the present invention, at least two of the
compartments have unequal thicknesses. Additionally in accordance with a
preferred embodiment of the present invention, at least two of the
compartments are detachable from each other. 15               Further in
accordance with a preferred embodiment of the present invention, at least
one of the ticks comprises a first portion and a second portion attached
together, the first portion being larger than the second portion.
Preferably the first portion and the second portion have an arcuate cross
section and the first portion has a larger radius of curvature than that of
the second portion. 



20                       BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS The present
invention will be understood and appreciated more fully from the following
detailed description, taken in conjunction with the drawings in which: Fig.
1 is a simplified illustration of an adjustable support pillow in the form
of a continuous roll, constructed and operative in accordance with a
preferred embodiment of the 25   present invention; Fig. 2 is a simplified
side view illustration of the adjustable support pillow of Fig. 1; and Fig.
3 is a simplified illustration  of the adjustable support pillow of Fig. 1
wherein a compartment of the pillow has been detached from another
compartment and the 30   pillow is laid flat.    WO 98/38892
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is now made to Figs. 1 and 2 which illustrate an adjustable support pillow
10, constructed and operative in accordance with a preferred embodiment of
the present invention. 5                Support pillow 10 preferably
includes a plurality of compartments 12, each at least partially filled
with a soft, yielding material, such as down, feathers, or a soft mass of
natural or synthetic fibers. Each compartment 12 is covered with a tick 14,
typically fabricated from a cloth material, such as cotton, and which may
include a decorative pattern as desired. Each compartment 12 is preferably
attached to another compartment 12 along adjacent side 10  edges 16 thereof
The compartments 12 may be permanently attached such as by sewing or any
other convenient means of attachment, or may be detachably attached such as
by a zipper (as will be described hereinbelow with reference to Fig. 3) or
any other convenient means of detachable attachment. The attached
compartments 12 form an endless, jointed roll, wherein 



the attached side edges 16 behave as joints between each compartment 12.
Compartments 12 15   may be rolled generally in the direction of arrows 18
and 20, as shown in Fig. 2, so as to modify the orientation of compartments
12 with one another. As appreciated from Fig. 1, a user may roll or
otherwise suitably arrange compartments 12 of pillow 10 so as to optimize a
comfortable supporting configuration of pillow 10 for his/her head or other
part of body. Reference is now made to Fig. 3 which illustrates one
compartment 12 of pillow 20   10 detachably attached to another compartment
12 by means of a zipper 22. Fig. 3 illustrates that zipper 22 may be used
to detach one compartment 12 from another so as to enable laying pillow 10
flat: Referring additionally again to Fig. 2, two or more compartments 12
preferably have unequal thicknesses, typically achieved by stuffing ticks
14 with unequal amounts of 25   material and/or different kinds of
material. In accordance with a preferred embodiment of the present
invention, at least one, and preferably all, of the ticks 14 comprises a
first portion 24 and a second portion 26 attached together, such as by
sewing along an edge 28. First portion 24 is preferably larger than second
portion 26. In addition, first and second portions 24 and 26 have an
arcuate cross 30   section, wherein first portion 24 has a larger radius of
curvature than a radius of curvature of second portion 26. The unequal size
of first and second portions 24 and 26 increases the possibilities of
orienting pillow 10 to a desired level of comfort.    WO 98/38892
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the present invention is not limited by what has been particularly shown
and described hereinabove. Rather the scope of the present invention
includes both combinations and subcombinations of the features described
hereinabove as well as modifications and variations thereof which would
occur to a 5   person of skill in the art upon reading the foregoing
description and which are not in the prior 
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is claimed is:                CLAIMS 1.           A support pillow (10)
comprising: a plurality of compartments (12) each at least partially filled
with a soft, yielding 5   material and covered with a tick (14), each
compartment (12) being attached to another compartment (12) along adjacent
side edges (16) thereof so as to form an endless, jointed roll of said
compartments (12), said attached side edges (16) defining joints between
each compartment (12); characterized in that at least two of said
compartments (12) have unequal 10   thicknesses. 2.           A support
pillow (10) according to claim 1 wherein at least two of said compartments
(12) are detachable from each other. 3.           A support pillow (10)
according to claim 1 wherein at least one of said ticks (14) comprises a
first portion (24) and a second portion (26) attached together, said first
15   portion (24) being larger than said second portion (26). 4.
A support pillow (10) according to claim 2 wherein at least one of said
ticks (14) comprises a first portion (24) and a second portion (26)
attached together, said first portion (24) being larger than said second
portion (26). 5.           A support pillow (10) according to any of claims
1-4 wherein said first portion 20   (24) and said second portion (26) have
an arcuate cross section and said first portion (24) has a larger radius of
curvature than that of said second portion (26).    


