Descrihed is an ink jet recording apparatus which includes a recording head
(7)) communi cated viaggn ink supply needle (9) with &ﬁﬁ nk tank (120) and

i ncl udi ng el ectrodes™“{#130, 131) for detecting a renmai ning amount of ink and
bei ng responsive to a print signal for spouting ink drops to.recording

paper, a capping unit (80) abutting against the front of S?Ld_Leee+€H+§?————~
head (7) for holding the nozzl'e openings in an airtight stJdtEHISSHEERHA BEEN
suction punp (13) for supplying negative pressure to the cepoinq“ﬁﬂ$§EPhﬂ).
The apparatus further conprising a resistance value detection circuit for
detecting electric resistance acr osABSERACLEctrodes (130,131) for detecting
a remai ni ng amount of ink, a reference value storage unit for storing a
resi stance val ue across the el ectrodes (130,131) relative to the remaining
anount ofDdsdeibed hisi akh takk, jet rxe¢erding apparatuspatiisin imdludes a
compari Ng:Jdird ay SAEAE S (791 CRhmhl HRE PHIPSa 13! Sty hddh £ e §)ence
val ue, and a pu contro nit responsive to the resistarnce value

conplri seitheqan tinkprtawkt (d20) ngnd gacdadimgoreledtntades hel3ci3bh famp
(13).  ThizerS AN Ortih 1181 AG BROEHL PY £ BAKT siasggrlfrrﬁg tvxﬁéestg?% e\?éttQ”a

circuit is conpared wth the Teference value stor rence. val ue
st orage BF¥NY oS&GRALNFRE WAPOHEANG: HBkK SFrapfk tanKkeeeoFHIRG ePaPSXoudt ed
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the notor is controlled b he_ pu i%ptro unit for_  selecting the suction

mode of FACATEAE nBSAECof B ngdfeadiolding the' nozzle opemings 'in an
10 airtight state, and a suction pump (13) for ‘supplying

negative pressure to the capping unit (80). The apparatus
further comprising a resistance value detection circuit for
detecting electric resistance across the electrodes . (130,131)
for detecting a remaining amount of ink, a reference value

15 storage unit for storing a resistance value across the
electrodes (130,131) relative to the remaining amount of ink
in the ink tank, a resistance value comparison unit for
comparing the resistance across the electrodes (130,131) with
the reference value, and a pump control unit responsive to

20 the resistance value comparison result for controlling a
pulse motor driving the”suction_pump'(13). 'The,resistance
value detected by the resistance value detection circuit is
compared with the reference wvalue stored in the reference
value storage unit to determine whether or not an ink tank is

25 mounted, remounted, how much ink is in the ink tank ., etc.
Based on the determination result, the motor is controlled by
the pump control unit for selecting the suction mode of ink
from the recording head. -

This Sheet Has Been Replaced

(T

- L1~

UABENUTZERFM\6312EPCL.DOC



