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With a pressure type flow control apparatus, a valve on the downstream
side of a throttle mechanism is released and a flow rate setting value Qe to be
inputted to a pressure type flow control apparatus is changed to detect the
magnitude AV of changes of a flow rate output signal Qo from a pressure type
flow control apparatus while said flow rate setting value Qe changes so that it is
determined either that a valve on the downstream side of a throttle mechanism is
opening normally in the case that the magnitude AV of changes of said flow
rate output signal Qo is found to be above the predetermined value, or that the
releasing operations are malfunctioning in the case that the magnitude AV of

changes is found to be below the predetermined value.
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