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(57) Abstract: Extractive agent compounds are disclosed, with ex-

emplary compounds having Formula (I): wherein R* and R® are in-
dependently selected from the group consisting of an oxygen rad-
ical, a hydrogen radical, and a hydrocarbyl radical having from
about 1 to about 20 carbon atoms, and wherein R?-R® are indepen-
dently selected from the group consisting of halo, a hydrogen radi-
cal, and a hydrocarbyl radical having from about 1 to about 20 car-
bon atoms, and further wherein at least two of R2-R® are halo. Also
disclosed are extractive distillation processes, comprising distilling
a liquid mixture comprising ethylbenzene, a further Cg aromatic
compound, and an extractive agent compound as described herein.
The extractive agent contributes to improved separability of ethyl-
benzene from the further Cg aromatic compound. The separability
may be quantified in terms of increasing relative volatility of eth-
ylbenzene to the further Cg aromatic compound or may alternativel
y be quantified in terms of a competitive factor, D, as described
herein.
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