
5 Collapsible ironing board  Field of the invention
The invention relates to ironing. It is more
particularly concerned with collapsible  ironing
boards comprising two legs forming an X configuration,
the center of the X  10 constituting the central axis
about which the two legs can pivot. Prior art Several
kinds of ironing board correspond to the definition
given above. Ironing boards comprising a hinged leg
consisting of two continuous segments  15 pivoting
about an axis are also known. This axis, termed the
hinge axis in the  present text, is usually located
between the top end of the hinged leg and the  central
axis about which both legs can pivot. Ironing boards
with a hinged leg as described earlier are disclosed
in the following  patent documents: EP 0 708 194 Al,
GB 804 645 and GB 729 630. 20 The existence of a
hinged leg offers certain advantages, notably the ease
with  which the board can be folded. However, there
are a number of drawbacks to the prior art ironing
boards  25 described above. In particular, the hinged
leg may fold accidentally when the  board is in the
open position and is being moved. This danger is
accentuated if  the board includes items weighing it
down, such as a steam generator mounted  on one of the
legs. In fact, the same problem can occur when trying
to keep the  board closed. In this case, the hinged
leg may open accidentally. 30 



There is therefore a need to improve ironing boards
having a hinged leg, and  especially to improve the
stability of the open or closed position of boards
and/or  facilitate the opening or closing of boards
having a hinged leg. 35 Summary of the invention In
the invention, the solution to the above problem is to
provide return means in  the environment of the hinge
axis. 1 5 In one embodiment of the invention, the
return means comprise a first end and a  second end
connected to the first segment and to the second
segment,  respectively, of the hinged leg. 10 In
another embodiment of the invention, the return means
comprise a spring.  The return means are preferably
mounted inside the hinged leg. The return means are
advantageously so arranged as to exert a return force
in a  15 direction parallel to the direction of the
hinged leg when in the open position. In  this way the
hinged leg benefits from an additional force to keep
it open. In another embodiment of the invention, the
distance between the hinge axis and  the first point
of connection of the return means to the first segment
of the hinged  20 leg is different from the distance
between the hinge axis and the second point of
connection of the return means to the second segment
of the hinged leg. Also, at  least a part of the
return means can move out of the hinged leg so that a
return  force can be applied to the hinged leg when
the leg is folded. In this way the  stability of the
closed position of the ironing board is improved. 



25 The return means advantageously consist of a spring
and a rigid rod, one of the  ends of which is
connected to one of the ends of the spring. The other
end of the  rigid rod being connected to and able to
pivot on one of the segments of the  hinged leg. 30
Detailed description of the invention The invention is
described below in more detail with the aid of an
example  illustrated in the following figures: 35
Figure 1 shows a board according to the invention in
the open position.  Figure 2 .shows the same board
partially closed. Figure 3 shows the same board in the
closed position.  2 5 Figure 4 shows other views of
the same board in the closed position. Figures 1-3
each show two views, namely a general view of the
board (the right- hand side of the figure) and a view
of the environment of the hinge pin D of the  hinged
leg 1 (the left-hand side of the figure). 10 The
ironing board illustrated in figures 1-4 comprises two
legs 1, 2 forming an X.  The tops of the legs 1, 2 are
connected to the actual board, specifically at a fixed
pivoting point A in the case of the non-hinged leg I
and at a bridge B sliding in a  track in the case of
the hinged leg 2. Both legs 1, 2 pivot about a central
axis C. 15 At the bottom of the hinged leg 2 are
wheels E whose axes of rotation are  



perpendicular to the general direction of the ironing
board. At the bottom of the  non-hinged leg 1 are
wheels F whose axes of rotation are perpendicular to
the  axes of the wheels E at the bottom of the hinged
leg 2. The wheels F at the bottom of the non-hinged
leg 1 are advantageously used for  20 moving the board
when the board is closed (see figure 4), while the
wheels E at  the bottom of the hinged leg 2 are
preferably used for moving the board when the  board
is open. The hinged leg 2 comprises return means
consisting of a spring R and a rigid rod.  25 The
lower end of the spring R is connected to the lower
segment of the hinged  leg 2 and the upper end of the
rigid rod is connected to and pivots on the upper
segment of the hinged leg 2. The spring R and the rod
are assembled in such a way as to produce two actions:
When the hinged leg is open, the spring R forces the
hinged leg 2 to stay open  30 (see figure 1) and when
the hinged leg 2 is closed, i.e. folded, the spring R
forces  the hinged leg to stay closed (see figure 3).
By virtue of the arrangement of the return means
described above, when the  board is open (figure 1),
the hinged leg 2 is held more firmly in the open
position.  35 It becomes possible to move the ironing
board by holding it at its point, when the board will
roll on the wheels E located at the bottom of the
hinged leg 2 (figure 4).  3 5 Also, when the board is
closed (figure 3), the hinged leg 2 is kept more
firmly in  the folded position by the spring R. The
board therefore remains more firmly  



closed when put away and/or when being moved about in
the closed position,  when the board is rolled
sideways on the wheels F located at the bottom of the
10 non-hinged leg 1 (figure 4). 4 5 Claims  1. A
collapsible ironing board comprising a board arranged
on two legs (1, 2) forming an X configuration, the
center of the X constituting the  10 central axis (C)
about which the two legs (1, 2) can pivot; at least
one  (2) of the two legs being hinged and consisting
of two continuous  segments pivoting about a hinge
axis (D), which ironing board is  characterized in
that it includes return means (R) located in the
environment of the hinge axis (D). 15 2. The ironing
board as claimed in the preceding claim, characterized
in  that said return means (R) comprise a first end
and a second end  connected to the first segment and
to the second segment,  respectively, of the hinged
leg (2). 20 3. The ironing board as claimed in the
preceding claim 1 or 2,  characterized in that the
return means comprise a spring (R). 4. The ironing
board as claimed in any one of the preceding claims,
25 characterized in that the return means (R) are
mounted at least partly  inside the hinged leg (2). 



5. The ironing board as claimed in the preceding
claim, characterized in  that the return means (R) are
mounted completely inside the hinged leg  30 (2). 6.
The board as claimed in any one of the preceding
claims, characterized  in that the return means (R)
are so arranged as to exert a return force in  a
direction parallel to the direction of the hinged leg
(2) when in the  35 open position. 5 5 7. The board as
claimed in any one of claims 1, 2, 3, 4 and 6,
characterized in that the distance between the hinge
axis (D) and the  first point of connection of the
return means to the first segment of the  hinged leg
(2) is different from the distance between the hinge
axis (D)  and the second point of connection of the
return means to the second  10 segment of the hinged
leg (2). 8. The board as claimed in any one of the
preceding claims, characterized  in that the return
means (R) consist of a spring and a rigid rod, one of
the ends of which is connected to one of the ends of
the spring (R), the 15 other end of the rigid rod
being connected to and able to pivot on one of  the
segments of the hinged leg (2). 6 


