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(57) Abstract

A method and apparatus for mobile station-to-mobile station communications in a mobile satellite communications system using an
asymmetrical TDMA format is presented. According to the present invention, a first mobile station broadcasts a first signal to an orbiting
satellite using a first TDMA format. The satellite receives the first signal, maps the first TDMA format to a second TDMA format and
broadcasts a second signal having a second TDMA format to a second mobile station.
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