RTMP coPy

L 5GQ Towrt—b

+
PR
PCT WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION +
International Bureau A""mxeg
INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION PUBLISHED UNDER THE PATENT COOPERATION TREATY (PCT)
(51) International Patent Classification 6 : (11) International Publication Number: wO 96M98W
AG3H 33/08 ' Al : . .
~ | (43) International Publication Date: 4 April 1996 (04.04.96)
(21) International Application Number: PCT/DK95/00388 /(81) Designated States: AM, AT, AU, BB, BG, BR, BY, CA, CH,
CN, CZ, DE, DK, EE, ES, FI

| EE, ES, Fl, GB, GE, HU, IS, JP, KE,

(22) International Filing Date: 28 September 1995 (28.09.95) |/ KG, KP, KR, KZ, LK, LR, LT, LU, LV, MD, MG, MK,

v MN, MW, MX, NO, NZ, PL, PT, RO, RU, SD, ss,is?, SI,

SK, TJ, TM, TT, UA, UG, US, UZ, VN, Euro, atent
FR

(30) Priority Data: ' (AT, BE, CH, DE, DK, ES, FR, GB, GR, IE, IT, LU, MC,
1120/94 29 September 1994 (29.09.94)/DK NL, PT, SE), OAPI patent (BF, BJ, CF, CG, CI, CM, GA,
GN, ML, MR, NE, SN, TD, TG), ARIPO patent (KE, MW,
SD, SZ, UG).
(71) Applicant (for all designated States except AU BR CA CN GB
IE MX NZ SG US): LEGO A/S [DK/DK]; Aastvej 1, DK-
7190 Billund (DK). Published
With international search report.
(71) Applicant (for AU BR CA CN GB IE MX NZ SG only): Before the expiration of the time limit for amending the
INTERLEGO AG [CH/CH]; Neuhofstrasse 21, CH-‘?MO claims and to be republished in the event of the receipt of
Baar (CH).

amendments.

(72) Inventor; and

(75) Inventor/Applicant (for US only): FREDERIKSEN, Jesper,
Bo [DK/DK]; Ryttervanget 30, DK-4800 Nykebing Falster
(DK).

(74) Agent: HOFMAN-BANG & BOUTARD A/S; Adelgade 15,
DK-1304 Copenhagen K (DK).

(54) Title: A STACKABLE BLOCK SYSTEM
(57) Abstract

A system of stacking blocks comprises
box-shaped blocks whose upper side is provided
with one or more coupling knobs in a uniform
pattern with a mutual firm modular distance,
and whose underside is provided with com-
plementary coupling means, so that the stack-
ing blocks can be coupled together. According
to the invention, the coupling knobs, at least
partly, define a rotationally symmetrical sur-
face which has an upwardly rounded or tapering
shape to provide guide faces for the comple-
mentary coupling means. The largest tranverse
dimension of the surface of a block having just
one coupling knob is smaller than or equal to
the difference between the corresponding diam-
eter of the coupling knobs and twice the mod-
ular distance. This provides a stacking block
system which, to a greater degree than known
before, involves different degrees of difficulty
for the positioning and orientation of the blocks
during stacking, depending upon the number of
coupling knobs on the stacking blocks.

. R



A system of stacking- bl-ocks conprises box-shaped bl ocks whose upper side is
provi ded with one or nmore coupling knobs in a uniformpattern with & ‘mitual
firm nmodul ar di stance, and whose underside is provided with com plenentary
coupling means, so that the stack- ing blocks can be coupled together. - °
According to the invention, the coupling knobs, at |least partly, define a
rotationally symetrical sur- face which has an upwardly. rounded or

t apering shape to provide guide faces for the conple- nmentary coupling -
means. The | argest tranverse di mension of the surface of a bl ock having
just one coupling knob is smaller than or equal to the difference between

t he correspondi ng diam eter of the coupling knobs and tw ce the nod- ul ar
di stance. This provides a stacking block systemwhich, to a greater degree
t han known before, involves different degrees of :difficulty for the
positioning and orientation of the blocks during:stacking, depending upon

t he nunber of coupllng knobs on the stacking bl ocks. -
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