In_a television systemincluding closed caption circuitry (145) for
recei ving and decodi ng cl osed caption data, a controller 5 (110)
.continually nonitors the closed caption circuitry for. an i ndi cation of

" the presence of any of a plurality of predeterm ned valid cl osed caption
data codes. Every time any of the predeterm ned valid closed caption
data codes is detected, a tiner 118) is reset to begin timng a
predetermned tine interval, and 1 San on-screen di splay (140) indicating
that closed caption data ABSTRAGTOFIHEDISCEOSERE. |1f a subsequent one
of the predeterm ned valid cl osed caption data codes is not detected
before the expiration of the time interval, then the op-screen display
i ndi cati ng t hatInclaogel¢visipni system dngludingarclesede captigns SHCBYIY | n 1 5

fgot her efﬁga pnﬁﬂl FQ&WPFH iéﬁTﬂe ic8ling ¢18884 | captidnatay @d coatrollerndi cat e
© ava|5I a(1|10)t gogtinhlgﬁy mocnitoosrg the "closed dc%tp%ion circuitry for an
indication of the presence of any of a plurality of predetermined
valid closed caption data codes. Every time any of the
predetermined valid closed caption data codes is detected, a timer
(118) is reset to begin timing a predetermined time interval, and
10 an on-screen display (140) indicating that closed caption data are
available is enabled. If a subsequent one of the predetermined
valid closed caption data codes is not detected before the
expiration of the time interval, then the on-screen display
indicating that closed caption data are available is disabled. In
15 another embodiment of the invention, a lamp is illuminated to
indicate the availability of useful closed-caption data.
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