
The present invention pertains to an apparatus and method for automatically
configuring disk drives connected to a RAID controller. The automatic
configuration mechanism is able to generate a full configuration of the
disk drives connected to a RAID controller both at system initialization or
bootup and at runtime. The mechanism uses a robust criteria to configure
the disk drives which allows the drives to be configured in accordance with
one or more RAID levels and which considers any existing configurations.
The automatic configuration mechanism is advantageous since it eliminates
user interaction, time, and knowledge often required to configure disk
drives connected to a RAID controller.    


