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COMPLETE SPECIFICATION 

Improvements in or relating to Distance Pieces for Concrete 
Reinforcing Rods 

I, KEITH WILLIAM OLIVER, a Br.Irish Sub­
ject of 183 Abbey Hey Lane, Gorton, 
.Manchester, 18, do hereby declare the ini­
vention, for which I pray that a patent may 

5 be granted to me, and the method by which 
:it is to be performed, to be particularly des­
cribed in and by the following statement: -

This invention relates to a distan<l.!' piece 
for supporting a reinfoi;cing memba in spaced 

10 relaitionship from a surface, and comprising 
ia. base adapted to stand on the surlace and 
provided with means for supporting the re­
inforcing member, the dimension between the 
base part and ;the supporting means determin-

15 ing the height above the surface a:t which the 
:r:einforcing member is supported. 

Distance pieces of the kind referred to axe 
commonly used for positioning reinforcing 
rods in moulds to be used for casting con-

20 crete members having such rods embedded 
therein, the distance p-ieces being embedded 
in the concrete and forming part of the 
finished concrete product. 

Accoi:ding to the invention a distance piece 
25 of the kind ref erred to comprises a body 

pootion of substantially triangular shape with 
a pair of arms or wings extending upwardly 
from 1the apex of the body portion when the 
base of the triangle is lowermost, the arms 

30 or wings defining a channel to receive the 
:i:einforcing member extending at right angles 
to the tria.JgUlar face of the body, feet formed 
at the comers of the base of the triangle llllld 
extending at right angles to the face thereof 

35 and paTallel with the reinforcing m~ber. 
The invention will be described with re­

ference to the accompanying drawings: -
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of two dis­

tance pieces supporting a :reinforcing bar. 
40 Fig. 2 is an end view partly in section of a 

distance piece and reinforcing bar. 
A distance piece A for supporting a rein­

forcing bar B is formed with a body part a 

[Pric' 4s. 6'.] 

with one or more apertures ail passing there­
through in i:egions thereof below supporting 45 
arms or wings ti- which define a channel to 
receive the reinforcing bar B. The distance 
piece is moulded from a resilient mouldable 
plastics material such as polyvinyl chloride or 
polyurethane. 50 

The distance piece A is constructed with 
a base plate a1 of substantially triangular 
shape iand two spaced parallel cylindrical 
membet:'s a4 forming feet extending from the 
body portion. The supporting anns or wings 55 
d' are arranged parallel ·to each other and 
extend from the apex of the body pan a and 
the cylindrical feet are located iat the re­
maining two corners of the body part res­
pectively and ate disposed at right angles to 60 
the body and extend for a short distance on 
either side thereof. 

The bottom edge a6 of the body parts 
extending between the feet a·1 is of concave 
shape so ·that when the disvance piece A is 65 
located by the feet er on a surface, the 
bottom edge of the lSase part a" is spaced 
from ,the surface. 

The free ends of the arms d- are formed 
with an inwaa-dly extending lip a~ to engage 70 
the bar B. 

In use the distance piece A is located 
by the feet a' on a surface 1 which is to be 
filled or covered with cono:ete or the like 
such as that of a mould or a floor, for ex- 75 
ample. The reinforcing rod B is inserted be­
tween the arms or wings d which, owing 
to their resilience, may be forced apart by 
the rod for this purpose. The rod B is 
firmly located between the arms or wings tf 80 
by the lips a·5 and rests between the anns or 
wings and is supported in spaced relationship 
at a d~stance determined by the dimensions 
of the distance piece A from the surface 1. 

Concrete is poured onto the surface and the 85 
reinforcing rod B together with the distance 
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piece A supporting same are embedded there- extending upwardly from the apex of the 
in; body portion when the base of the triangle is 

The distance ~ A are firmly secured in ·lowermost, the arms or wings defining a 
the concrete particularly by the concrete which channel to receive the reinforcing member 25 

5 passes under the concave portion between the extending at right angles to the triangular 
feet and the surface and by the concrete face of the body, feet fonned at the comers 
which passes through the hole a1

• of the base of the triangle and e~ng 
When the distance pieces A are used in a.t right angles to the face thereof and parallel 

a mould for the pt:oduction of a reinforced with the reinforcing member. 30 
10 concrete unit and the unit is removed from · 2. A distance piece as in Claim 1 in which 

the mould after the concrete has set, little, the free ends of the arms or wings are formed 
if any, of each distance piece A being visible with inwardly e~tending 1ips to engage the 
since the surface of the mouJd only contacts i:cinforcing member when this latter is sprung 
the disrance piece tangentially along two between the arms. 35 

15 spaced paralied lines located axially on the 3. A distance piece for supporting a rein-
periphery of the two feet a'. forcing member in spaced relationship from 

WHAT I CLAIM IS: -
1. A distance piece of the type referred 

to for supporting a reinforcing member com-
20 prising a body portion of substantia1ly tri­

angular shape with a pair or arms or wings 

a isur11ace substantially as described with 
reference to the accompanying drawings. 

J. OWDEN O'BRIEN & SON, 
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piece A supporting same are embedded there- extending upwardly from the apex of the 
in; body portion when the base of the triangle is 
; The distance -~ A are firmly secured in lowerm<l!it, the arms or wings defining a 

5 
the concrete particularly by the concrete which channel to receive the reinforcing member 25 
passes under the concave portion between the extending at right angles to the triangular 
feet and the surface and by the concrete face of the body, feet formed at the comers 
which passes through the hole a1

• of the base of the triangle and extending 
When the distance pieces A are used in at right angles to the .face thereof and parallel 

a mould for the pi:oduction of a reinforced \\ith the reinforcing member. 
10 concrete unit and the unit is .removed from · 2. A distance piece as in Claim 1 in which 

15 

20 

the mould after the concrete has set, little, the free ends of the arms or wings are formed 
if any, of each distance piece A being visible with inwardly extending lips to engage the 
since the surface of the mould only contacts reinforcing member when this latter is sprung 
the distance piece tangentially along two between the arms. 
spaced paralled lines located axially on the 3. A distance piece for supporting a rein-
periphery of the two feet a1

• forcing member in spaced relationship from 

WHAT I CLAIM IS:-
1. A distance piece of the type referred 

to for supporting a reinforcing member com­
prising a body portion of substantiaHy tri­
angular shape with a pair or anns or wings 

a surflace substantially as described with 
reference to the accompanying drawings. 
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