CONTAI NER FI ELD OF THE I NVENTION 5 [0001] This invention relates to a
container, and nore particularly to containers which can contain food,

whi ch are easy to handl e, store and use, and which are convenient and

hygi eni c. BACKGROUND OF THE I NVENTI ON 10 [0002] Containers are used w dely
in many areas, for exanple, in packaging food, particularly "take-out" food
including fried, baked and grilled products. Sonme advantages of such

cont ai ners are keeping food warm ‘?&E‘ qhgﬁge in delivery and eating, and
giving the user an option of rehea é‘%t ood in a mcrowave oven at a
later time. 15 Traditionally, many such containers are cut out froma flat
sheet into a blank, which can then be folded nmanually or automatically into
a container-like configuration. [0003] In many cases, a cover has a fl ange,
tab or a flap which engages afFIELOx OBITHE INVENVEONN a | ower portion of the
container to close the container. Assenbly of a 20 container by folding the
cover to connect to the rest of the container can be relatively tedious and
del i cate operational step. Such steps are usually hurried through, resulting

in ap i [GUAPThisGh@sitiof refaté® & eyMthinewirid merNpatiadiatl té eantadrRraatichood
contam nati on, especially when stacked and during transportation. Further

under coURIER&iPRHod<RANR arl easy to handle, store and use, and which are convenient

and hygienic.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

10
[0002] Containers are used widely in many areas, for example, in packaging food,
particularly “take-out” food including fried, baked and grilled products. Some advantages
of such containers are keeping food warm; convenience in delivery and eating, and
giving the user an option of reheating the food in a microwave oven at a later time.

15  Traditionally, many such containers are cut out from a flat sheet into a blank, which can

then be folded manually or automatically into a container-like configuration.

[0003] In many cases, a cover has a flange, tab or a flap which engages a slot or a
groove on a lower portion of the container to close the container. Assembly of a

20  container by folding the cover to connect to the rest of the container can be relatively
tedious and delicate operational step. Such steps are usually hurried through, resulting
in an improper closure of the cover, which can lead to leakage and food contamination,

especially when stacked and during transportation. Further under compression, known



contai ners have difficulty keeping shape and stability. In sone instances a
rubber band and/or tape is further required to secure the cover to the rest
of the container. This is not especially efficient or cost effective, and
sone such el enments may not be usable for mcrowaveabl e applications where
heat and steam can cause separation of the known 5 tab at known | ocati ons
fromthe corresponding slot, resulting in contamnation. It would be
desirabl e vid talner whi ch es these known probl eng. SUVMARY
O THe CROERTRA S SR RPRG PR At o b S6me 0 RGeS Parb Tt
position to a closed position is described below A cover of the. container
can be @nﬁﬂf)ta%\:’rtfuﬂhﬁra[ egHEed tepeaiiethe coner taihe 1ast ke Gontaipeie Toisdp not
operation. The cover is releasably secured when in a closed position by the
cooper ateispecially efficieot omensé effabtiveamdd ishaier sushralempotsdinay net be sisaldedor
cont ai ners when stacked and transported are strong enough to keep the shape

and 15 mitebiadvebblecipplibgtioneniisdredieat dhe steam camtaisesepatation ofthe Knowei n ar e
uni que in construction, have an inproved exterior |ook and appearance, and

are supesd 8f kridvn I'éBQMhsCfP&thé‘%ﬁesﬂ&% sibf) s msontiminationf itvwdui@spect ,
a contai ner novabl e froman open position to a 20 closed position conprises

a base, side wall, a
cover ext Je(r??ﬁgle?bg)%%%hrceog}g@%\gﬁl\?\gl Wegéhégeflap thenJﬂgg fromthe
cover, wth a flap axis positioned between the cover and the flap. The
cover is pivotable with respect to the rear side wall froman open

condition to a cl osed condlg q\AAﬁ O,g Tl-}E eNVENTION

10  [0004] A container with ease of moving from an open position to a closed position is
described below. A cover of the container can be simply shut in a one-step operation
and lifted in a one-step operation. The cover is releasably secured when in a closed
position by the cooperation of one or more tabs and their corresponding slots. Such
containers when stacked and transported are strong enough to keep the shape and

15  stability of the container. The new containers disclosed herein are unique in
construction, have an improved exterior look and appearance, and are superior to

known containers.

[0005] In accordance with a first aspect, a container movable from an open position to a
20 closed position comprises a base, a front side wall, a rear side wall, at least one more

side wall, a cover extending from the rear side wall, and a flap extending from the cover,

with a flap axis positioned betwee'_n the cover and the flap. The cover is pivotable with

respect to the rear side wall from an open condition to a closed condition, one of the



2 front side wall and the at |east one nore side wall have at |east one tab,
and the cover has at |east one slot corresponding to the at | east one tab,
and the tab engages the slot when the cover is in the closed condition, and
the at |east one slot is positioned at the flap axis. A nethod of folding
such a container is also disclosed. 5 [0006] Fromthe foregoing disclosure
and the followi ng nore detail ed description of various preferred

enbodi ts it will apparent to thase skilled. in the art th t he

ot esent T4 aife ¥l ppd e ERAS dng Pl A wiflnaB it idhed e Pt iarif g reser
container. Particularly significant in this regard |s the potential the

i nventi d??saﬁtf'@ﬁsd@fe&?mpﬁo&\?ﬁ Pwnatqm%tdﬂaﬁ@aﬁtg?,,ando%ectaetengawﬁaler@m

Addi tional features and advantages of various preferred enbodinents will be
bet t er R thecswer is initeevclosed sendition. anskithgad deaspone slot s positierehal tbe. BRI EF
DESCRI PTI ON OF THE DRAWNGS 15 [0007] Fig. 1 is an isonetric view of a

cont ai neffap axisicAmethod ef volding saeh andomtbinemis alsosdisclosed an open position.
[0008] Fig. 2 is an isonetric view of the container of Fig. 1, shown in a

cl osed position. 20 [0009] Fig. 3 is an isonmetric view of a container in
accordance wi th anot her

[0006] From the foregoing disclosure and the following more detailed description of

various preferred embodiments it will be apparent to those skilled in the art that the

present invention provides a significant advance in the technology of container.

Particularly significant in this regard is the potential the invention affords for providing a
10 high quality, low cost packaging. Additional features and advantages of various

preferred embodiments will be better understood in view of the detailed description

provided below.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

15
[0007] Fig. 1 is an isometric view of a container in accordance with one embodiment,
shown in an open position.
[0008] Fig. 2 is an isometric view of the container of Fig. 1, shown in a closed position.
20

[0009] Fig. 3 is an isometric view of a container in accordance with another

embodiment, shown in an open position.



enbodi nent, shown in an open position. 3 [00010] Fig. 4 is a close-up view
of the container of Fig. 3, showing tabs. [0011] Fig. 5 is a close-up view
of the container of Fig. 3, showing a slot formation. 5 [0012] It should be
understood that the appended drawi ngs are not necessarily to scale,
presenting a sonmewhat sinplified representation of various preferred
features illustrative of the basic principles of the invention. The
specific_design featyres of the . container, as disclagsed here, including, for
exanpl e [0QH&] spec 'Igi-l{i'%I?ﬁ:i‘?%q'%?eéﬁoétﬁﬁcf’%@é”erélﬁ i% 1% S8OW9 1B det er mi ned
in part by the particular intended application and use 10 environnent.
Certain features of the illustrated enbodi nents have been enl arged or
distorted relative to others to help provide clear understanding. In

parti cul@11] Fiy. 5 is heddse-ep vieswyottbetdontaimared Fig. &, serwmg & slot formatiani t y of
illustration. Al references to direction and position, unless otherw se
indicated, refer to the orientation illustrated in the drawi ngs. 15

DETAI LED DESCRI PTI ON OF CERTAI N PREFERRED EMBODI MENTS [0013] It will be

appaee“god@ytmﬁloﬁﬂfé Lih&&kstdddithst etappeRaéd drawihgs hRORS MdrRsbame 1k sexk edge

or experience in this area of technology, that nmany uses and design _
o PR AR b B BRI 58 BRSEBE aeelo
embodi mlallhtsﬁame! gf thlelblé%}créar}neci&lgse opt?\gelrrm\?elnti%m 'Pﬁé Qé)eecﬁfic design features of the
container as disclosed here, including, for example, the specific dimensions of the tabs
and slots, will be determined in part by the particular intended application and use
10 environment. Certain features of the illustrated embodiments have been enlarged or
distorted relative to others to help provide clear understanding. In particular, thin
features may be thickened, for example, for clarity of illustration. All references to
direction and position, unless otherwise indicated, refer to the orientation illustrated in
the drawings.

15

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF CERTAIN PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

[0013] It will be apparent to those skilled in the art, that is, to those who have knowledge
or experience in this area of technology, that many uses and design variations are

20  possible for the container disclosed here. The following detailed discussion of various
alternative and preferred features and embodiments will illustrate the general principles

of the invention with reference to a suitable for use as a food container. Other



of the invention with reference to a suitable for use as a food contai ner.
O her 4 enbodi nents suitable for other applications will be apparent to
those skilled in the art given the benefit of this disclosure, [0014]
Turning now to the drawings, Fig. 1 shows an isonetric view of a container
10 in 5 accordance with one enbodi nent, shown in an open position. The
container is novable from an open position to a closed position and

conpri se 12.. f [ . I ' ' ft side
vl | 22 egPe BRI TeRiE o gt BRugHlens P be Bekffs ¥ Mt NNt ® afe vat
18, and a flap 35 extending fromthe cover 14, with a flap axis 50
positiodﬂﬂ”b&@%&gﬁ'{ﬂngbWQQO?Heand the flap 35. Although two side walls
(left and right) 10 are shown, it will be readily apparent to those skilled
in the art, given the benefit of this disclosure, that only one side wall
may be used, or nore than two. The side walls nmay cooperate and converge to
al so t ake0¥regningrmayetntberdrawinigapkig. 4 shhwasnasemetricyiew of aerdntainerc! &in an
arcuat e shape; etc. For exanple, a circular shaped side wall (or another

shape wi ddtoadariceth grepariboyimantusikbvad fnert opet positiov.eThescantdinenis movibleval |
rear side 15 wall, and one or nore an additional side walls. Preferably the

cover 1ddm dndpdd pdsitih tb@clo@é’@?oéiﬂo@ﬂﬁ'd béﬁﬁﬂétlaé Adasa 1difforilefdenesll by an

area fornmed froma top portion of the side walls. That is, the base 12 has

arger (g PRESHBIACHER R IR 22,2 o 6 wefiZACh col8F 1 BEichAR® RiA7 and

| arger t he "cover separate
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positioned between the cover 14 and the flap 35. Although two side walls (left and right)
10 are shown, it will be readily apparent to those skilled in the art, given the benéefit of this
disclosure, that only one side wall may be used, or more than two. The side walls may
cooperate and converge to also take a regular geometric shape, such as a circle; a
semi-circle; an arcuate shape; etc. For example, a circular shaped side wall (or another
shape with a closed geometry) would effectively serve as a front side wall, rear side
15 wall, and one or more an additional side walls. Preferably the cover 14 is larger than the
base 12 and larger than a mouth defined by an area formed from a top portion of the
side walls. That is, the base 12 has a base area and the cover 14 has a cover area
larger than the base area and larger than the mouth. The cover 14 is either a separate
piece (i.e., a tray and lid formation) or is formed as an extension of one of the side walls.
20 In Fig. 1, the cover 14 is shown as pivotable with respect to the rear side wall 18 from
an open condition to a closed condition about cover axis 60. As shown in Fig. 1, the

front side wall 16 has a tab 30, and the cover 14 has a slot 40. Tab 30 engages the slot

40 when the cover 14 is in the closed condition. Tab 30 is located at a distal end of the



20 In Fig. 1, the cover 14 is shown as pivotable with respect to the rear
side wall 18 from an open condition to a closed condition about cover axis
60. As shown in Fig. 1, the front side wall 16 has a tab 30, and the cover
14 has a slot 40. Tab 30 engages the slot 40 when the cover 14 is in the

cl osed condition. Tab 30 is located at a distal end of the 5 front side wall
renote fromthe base 12. The tab protrudes away fromthe base such that the
tab extends through the cover 14 when_the cover is in the closed condition.
The frdint §IdGéN%l,g'iqm°1t8 Fromay thenteaseal? - 36he (Rl RIREMAGS awaydromm &he Bagksidhe
undercuts 98 which can help the tab rel easably Iocklngly engage the _slot.
The t ab thalsthe tatagxtesdgthiough thaiceves 13 whan bepener isgnshe closad canélltlgn Thengt h
66 which is less than the tab length 77. Thus the tab 30 resiliently

def or ns frdngsidetwals16 ase thecthbi 30 optiomdllpasoperate ®l definéCundeneids O9Bavhicimean
tab/ sl ot conbinati on may be used on any side wall and the tab/slot

conbi nathe‘lkﬂth%bb@leaslélﬂﬂ |GUKiryNy en@dde thessisteShe esb hdabsatirnglie 77 anbrke as

unitary (i.e., one pi ece) extensions of the side walls. Alternatively the
e st T Sl Hag 3y @2?&%@‘?23@'?%5?%5@?'@bq’é”gft“’ TR
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23 may be forned as a flap fold or
used on any wall, as desired. Tabs may be formed as unitary (i.e., one piece)

extensions of the side walls. Alternatively the tabs may be integrally connected to the
10 side walls or formed as several connected components integrally connected to the side

walls.

[0015] The container may comprise any of several materials, for example, paper,
paperboard, plastics, metals, woods, laminated constructions and other foldable

15 materials. When the material of the container 10 is mouldable, the side walls may be
simply moulded into shape. Alternatively, side flaps 23 may be formed as a flap fold or
heated to bond together with the side walls as a fan fold shown in Figs. 1, 3 and 4.
Adhesives may also be used for some materials. Other materials and techniques
suitable for assembling the walls together so that they hold in place when the container

20 isin the closed position will be readily apparent to those skilled in the art given the

benefit of this disclosure.



heated to bond together with the side walls as a fan fold shown in Figs. 1,
3 and 4. Adhesives may al so be used for sone materials. OQther materials and
techni ques suitable for assenbling the walls together so that they hold in
pl ace when the container 20 is in the closed position will be readily
apparent to those skilled in the art given the benefit of this disclosure.
6 [0016] Fig. 2 shows an isonetric view of the container 10 of Fig. 1 in a

cl osed i tion., . The tab 30 protru a fr t base . the tab
50” ext e RO 2l A Rodthafi Py 9t BPB sl 00 e 02 PS80 Blobne
cover 14 is jn a closed condition, as shown. Advapftageously, the flap axis
50T cahearhrO RS daeavap oM MEbaRgiSuch Salitan ) SHERHR oF PIRISSS | it he
cl osed condition. EOOl?] Fig. 3 shows an isonetric view of a container 110
i n accortirgHgl the sipt tonoeddn thecemisdidamien thesaver h4 imingpelespdsprdition, ashe
container 110 may be provided with a plurality of tabs 130 and a sl ot

f or mat i showADAteantageausty, theflap wxisf50cie coplpandith ghes frontsid® widl, 16awhear then.
Each of the plurality of tabs 130 engages its correspondi ng sl ot 44 when

t he sovebvdrltd isSnithe tlaged corditlogondi tion. Tab 130, like tab 30, is
preferably resiliently deformable to allowit to deflect into and through

its corresponding slot. Alternatively, the material around the slot nay be
resiliently deformable, or both the tab and material around the slot nay be

et SR ] R R A B Y b b SRR L
the embodiment, shown in an open poéition. The container 110 may be provided with a
plurality of tabs 130 and a slot formation 140 having a plurality of corresponding slots
10 44, as shown. Each of the plurality of tabs 130 engages its corresponding slot 44 when
the cover 114 is in the closed condition. Tab 130, like tab 30, is preferably resiliently
deformable to allow it to deflect into and through its corresponding slot. Alternatively,
the material around the slot may be resiliently deformable, or both the tab and material
around the slot may be resiliently deformable. The tab 130 is located at a distal end of
15  the front side wall 116 remote from the base 12. The base 12 has a base area and the

cover 114 has a cover area larger than the base, essentially the same as the

embodiment of Fig. 1.

[0018] Figs. 4 and § show close-up views of the container of Fig. 3, showing tabs 130
20 and slots 44, respectively. The front side wall 116 cooperates with the pair of tabs 130

to define a pair of undercuts 198 at each of the tabs 130. Each of the pair of tabs 130

can have a mushroom shape 34 with projections 99 as shown, or optionally another

shape such as an arrowhead shape where a portion of the tab close to the base is



cover 114 has a cover area larger than the base, essentially the sane as the
enbodi nent of Fig. 1. [0018] Figs. 4 and 5 show cl ose-up views of the
container of Fig. 3, showing tabs 130 20 and slots 44, respectively. The
front side wall 116 cooperates with the pair of tabs 130 to define a pair
of undercuts 198 at each of the tabs 130. Each of the pair of tabs 130 can
have a mushroom shape 34 with projections 99 as shown, or optionally another

shape such as arrowhea ortion._gof t b cl.ose to the
AL I R L B i R A L
130 can be separated by a keyhole 97, and a %@ 46 defined by the cover 114
as ext ef8PHGtedhRY akenhaledt/s and acﬂ?’-‘tﬁ@%@?ﬁ-f’rbﬂ yerdd4 s 8xte iR in a
keyhol e 97 when the cover 114 is in the closed condition. As with the first

enbodi mbetweqi gotsratbory theneovent (4)caaerpaitinned ia atkeyholengt whandhe Rever
correspondi ng slot has a slot length which is less than the tab |ength.

[0019] Ad4noiretieaioned, canddionoAs avithethe diast encmqalimeet, pagferably theatab(@ach or
other simlar relatively thin materials. This nmaterial can be initially

formed agve aQbB'ﬂéﬁftﬂ' BRd bthéﬂ&oﬁréspbfﬁdfr@ Slotnas Dylof RIndti@hiehfis MYs thafltharal | 16,

a rear S|de wal 8, aleft side wall" 22, and a right side wall 24 at about
a right §'ﬁ”th respect to a base 12, nost preferably an obtuse angle to
allow1for st ing, with connection of the side walls by one of a variety of
fasteni ng techni ques (adhesive, heat, etc.) noted above. The cover 14 which

ext ends

[0019] As noted above, the container can comprise paper or paperboard or other similar
relatively thin materials. This material can be initially formed as a blank. The blank is

10 foldable by folding a front side wall 16, a rear side wall 18, a left side wall 22, and a right
side wall 24 at about a right angle with respect to a base 12, most preferably an obtuse
angle to allow for stacking, with connection of the side walls by one of a variety of
fastening techniques (adhesive, heat, etc.) noted above. The cover 14 which extends
from the rear side wall 18 is folded from an open condition to a closed condition. The

15 cover 14 defines at least one slot 40, and a flap 35 extends from the cover 14, with a
flap axis 50 positioned between th.é cover 14 and the flap 35. The slot 40 is positioned
at the flap axis 50. The tab 30 of fhe front side wall 16 is inserted into the slot 40 to
move the cover to the closed condition. The container is then in the closed position,
optionally containing food or other deliverables which can be presented to a customer,

20 for example.

[0020] In addition to the arrangement of tabs and slots shown in the Figs., it will be

readily apparent to those skilled in-the art, given the benefit of this disclosure, that



fromthe rear side wall 18 is folded froman open condition to a cl osed
condition. The 15 cover 14 defines at |east one slot 40, and a flap 35
extends fromthe cover 14, with a flap axis 50 positioned between the cover
14 and the flap 35. The slot 40 is positioned at the flap axis 50. The tab
30 of the front side wall 16 is inserted into the slot 40 to nove the cover
to the cl osed condition The container is then in the closed position,

Clust omerseVe R VRSB @ ?a@%%?r%rnagé'ahxvs?arr‘é‘ﬂo%%'bl““\&ﬁ&p?@%a@ﬁ@ﬁﬁ?s“i abs and
slots shown in the Fig wi | readily apparent to those skilled

i nt he ariBvengipgefof ﬁéa'BQWe\beh e rtg*,‘qt §'dG|V§%4| #sand the lefrsidawall 22rcan Raveiatt i ons

of tab and sl ot arrangenents are possible within the scope of this
i nvent i deastoe talxzand the doyeh14 kan hagéhasiatiteaghibhe Siot aorespanding to edalieofwal |
22 can have at |east one tab, and the cover 14 can have has at |east one

sl ot corthe N dihigsétoofaalbhand slotdrean B snadeeithes alongf ortialkkembishtinotith then be
made either alone or in conbination with the 5 tab of the front side wall

and ‘Sorrt§§Bf)ﬂh‘é'fﬂiht%idétwé’l'ﬂaﬁ@@oﬁ@éf;%ndu@é’l@ﬂé@&%%&)e‘{ A 8niadBousiPahe e
designs and [ocation with respect to the cover and front wall disclosed

herein Al Iﬁ‘%{et‘%g{;m%sérﬁlﬁfﬂ%s&rpwﬁh?é %% {ootﬂe(c%épaﬁ f‘th#vaﬁJg& mﬁg&&%bf’&no‘c the

cover from duri ng heati ng typ| ca oun A usi ng such
contai ners for rehea

are. advare abuESant s hater wolL BERURE Sensaof R Fis a?elvs%gmhms?onther o

Furthernore, the exterior appearance is distinctive, especially
wall) during heating typically found when using such containers for reheatlng with a

microwave. Containers as disclosed herein are advantageous in that their assembly is
10 aone step procedure. Furthermore, the exterior appearance is distinctive, especially
from a distance, as the tab(s) pierce through the corresponding slots in the cover and

extend above the cover.

[0021] From the foregoing disclosdre and detailed description of certain preferred

15 embodiments, it will be apparent that various modifications, additions and other
alternative embodiments are possible without departing from the true scope and spirit of
the invention. The embodiments discussed were chosen and described to provide the
best illustration of the principles of the invention and its practical application to thereby
enable one of ordinary skill in the art to use the invention in various embodiments and

20 with various modifications as are suited to the particular use contemplated. All such
modifications and variations are within the scope of the invention as determined by the
appended claims when interpreted in accordance with the breadth to which they are

fairly, legally, and equitably entitled.



froma distance, as the tab(s) pierce through the corresponding slots in the
cover and extend above the cover. [0021] Fromthe foregoing disclosure and
detail ed description of certain preferred 15 enbodinents, it will be
apparent that various nodifications, additions and other alternative

enbodi nents are possible without departing fromthe true scope and spirit of
the invention. The enbodi ments di scussed were chosen and described to
provide the best illustration of th ripnciples of the invention and its
practical application to thereby en ne of ordinary skill in the art to
use the invention in various enbodi mrents and 20 with various nodifications
as are Shatdg ctadmeddsiparticul ar use contenplated. Al such nodifications
and variations are within the scope of the invention as determ ned by the
appended cl ai ns when interpreted in accordance with the breadth to which
they are fairly, legally, and equitably entitled. 9 CLAIMS What is clained
is: 1. A contatontainepraibbbleffrarmaaropepeiositionitbiacdlosedl positiors esmpesingj ian
conprising, in 5 conmbination: a base, a front side wall, a rear side wall

at | easteopiHindtiphe side wall, a cover and a flap extending fromthe cover,
with a flap axis positioned between the cover and the flap;

a base, a front side wall, a rear side wall, at least one more side wall, a cover and
a flap extending from the cover, with a flap axis positioned between the cover and the
flap;

wherein the cover is movable with respect to the rear side wall from an open

10  condition to a closed condition;

one of the front side wall and the at least one more side wall have at least one
tab, and the cover has at least one slot corresponding to the at least one tab, and the
tab engages the slot when the cover is in the closed condition; and

the at least one siot is positioned at the flap axis.

15
2. The container of claim 1 further comprising a plurality of tabs and a plurality of
corresponding slots, wherein each of the plurality of tabs engages the corresponding
slot when the cover is in the closed condition.

20 3. The container of claim 1, wherein the at least one tab has a tab length and the at

least one corresponding slot has a slot length which is less than the at least one tab

length.

10



wherein the cover is novable with respect to the rear side wall from an open
10 condition to a closed condition; one of the front side wall and the at

| east one nore side wall have at- | east one tab, and the cover has at | east
one slot corresponding to the at | east one tab, and the tab engages the
sl ot when the cover is in the closed condition; and the at | east one slot is
positioned at the flap axis. 15 2. The container of claim1 further

conprising a_pluralit f tab nd a plurality of . correspondjn | ot s,
wher ei n deach 8¢ coRiaIRsT atalim, T wherels tie s sxlands frofh IS ah didegvallend unen
the cover is in the closed condition. 20 3. The container of claim1,

wher ei n pivedakle witgespeido theraasside walb | ength and the at | east one
correspondi ng slot has a slot length which is less than the at | east one tab
| ength. 10 4. The container of claiml wherein the cover extends fromthe
rear side wall and is pivotable with respect to the rear side wall. 5. The

cont ai ngy, of ThkaoAtainavudrotdim 1 Whendin kst legstoneabbiis |dcatrt sich distahedtd ofal end
of 5 the front side wall renote fromthe base. 6. The container of clains 1

and 4, WeHBhisiidanasmo2fo hatasar ea and the cover has a cover area
| arger than the base area.

6. The container of claims 1 and 4, wherein the base has a base area and the cover

has a cover area larger than the base area.

10 7. The container of claim 1 comprising one of a microwave safe plastic, paper and
paperboard.
8. The container of claim 1 wherein the at least one tab comprises a pair of tabs,

and the front side wall cooperates with the pair of tabs to define a pair of undercuts at

15 each of the tabs.

9. The container of claim 1 wherein the pair of tabs have one of a mushroom shape

and an arrowhead shape.
20 10. The container of claim 8 wherein the tabs are separated by a keyhole and the

cover defines a slot formation formed as a pair of slots separated by a gap, and the gap

is positioned at the keyhole when the cover is in the closed condition.

11



10 7. The container of claim1l conprising one of a mcrowave safe plastic,
paper and paperboard. 8. The container of claiml1l wherein the at | east one
tab conprises a pair of tabs, and the front side wall cooperates with the
pair of tabs to define a pair of undercuts at 15 each of the tabs. 9. The
container of claiml1 wherein the pair of tabs have one of a nushroom shape
and an arrowhead shape. 20 10. The container of claim8 wherein the tabs are
mati on forned as a
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when the cover is in the closed condition. 11 11. The container_ of claiml
wher ei nbasRsgh hahthe atieastanedabexirids thigughithe poyeravhete cQyehistiR& the at

| east one tab extends through the cover when the cover is in a closed

condi t i olesed corditiqihe cont ai ner of claim 1 wherein the flap axis is copl anar
with the front side wall when the cover is in the closed condition, and the
flap is adapted to be one of parallel to the cover and perpendicular to the
cover when the cover is in the closed condition. 13. The container of claim
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and a Ieft side wall, and the at | east one tab extends from one of: the
front sigenvfé bover is in the closed condition, and the flap is adapted to be one of parallel to

the cover and perpendicular to the cover when the cover is in the closed condition.

13.  The container of claim 1 wherein the at least one more side wall comprises a
10  right side wall and a left side wall, and the at least one tab extends from one of:
the front side wall;
both the left side wall and the right side wall; and

each of the front side wall, the left side wall and the right side wall.

15 14, A method of folding a container from an open position to a closed position
comprising, in combination, the steps of:
folding a front side wall, a rear side wall, at least one more side wall at about a
right angle with respect to a base;
folding a cover extending from the rear side wall from an open condition to a
20 closed condition, the cover defining at least one slot, wherein a flap extends from the
cover, with a flap axis positioned between the cover and the flap; and
inserting at least one tab of the front side wall into the at least one slot

corresponding to the at least one tab during the step of folding the cover to the closed

12



both the left side wall and the right side wall; and each of the front side
wall, the left side wall and the right side wall. 15 14. A nmethod of folding
a container froman open position to a closed position conprising, in

conbi nation, the steps of: folding a front side wall, a rear side wall, at

| east one nore side wall at about a right angle with respect to a base;
folding a cover extending fromthe rear side wall from an open condition to
a 20 closed condition, the cover defini. af | east one sl ot, erein a flap
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the flap; and inserting at_ |east one tab of the front side wall into the at

| east oniee slobwhep dhe sayrsisimiferdosedeconditioBast one tab during the step of
folding the cover to the closed 12 condition, wherein the at |east one sl ot
is positioned at the flap axis and the tab engages the slot when the cover
is in the closed condition. 15. The nethod of folding the container of claim
14 wher di5n t Mhe atethed of faldiag tied canmtdined of Hainh Mdmheseinehaal leasoopetat @nd o
define undercuts at the tabs; and the at |east one tab has a tab | ength and

the at lieagbniyide KAICOSPESAH ROdSHNR ultRScutd abth tab§naridh which is less than
the at |east one tab length. 13

the at least one tab has a tab length and the at least one corresponding slot has

a slot length which is less than the at least one tab length.
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