METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR PROVI DI NG AN ALL DIA TAL LOOP W TH

POWER- OPTI M SED MODE An apparatus for use in an all digital |oop
contains a first network node (30), a second network node (31), and a data
transm ssion line (32) there between. J{:fCh one of the first and second
network nodes (30, 31) is operable to ansmt to the other at |east one
digitised tel ephone signal with other digital data via a set of carriers.
One of the first and second netvvorkABSBEACﬂ_SO 31) thereto incl udes or is

node (30) suchthat thefl rsbgj @gg 6%)M9ggba’h§)nly V|aa I|mted subset
of said carriers. This limt 0 mnimse the power
required for the transm ssion of a tel ephone lifeline signal between the

first and second nodes &30, 31).
5 " An apparatus for use in an all digital loop contains a first network node {30), o

second network node (31), and a data transmission line (32) there between. Each one
of the first and second network nodes (30, 31) is operable to transmit to the other at
least one digitised telephone signal with other digital data via a set of carriers. One of
the first and second network nodes (30, 31) thereto includes or is associated with
10 means which in the event of power failure at the first network node (30}, is operable
selectively to provide power to the first nod.é {30) such that the first node (30} operates
only via a limited subset of said carriers. This limited subset is such as fo minimise the
power required for the transmission of a telephone ljfeline signal between the first and

second nodes {30, 31).
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