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[Clanm 381 (Ness)

1. An image coding method for coding a current block_included in a slice of the
image, comprising: |

deriving a first candidate having a first motion vector that has been used to code
a first block;

determining whether or not a total number of one or more candidates having the
first candidate is less than a maximum candidate number;

deriving a second candidate having a second motion vector when the total
number of one or more candidates having the first candidate is less than the maximum
candidate number; and

coding an index corresponding to a candidate having a motion vector,

wherein the motion vector is used to code the current block, and

wherein the candidate is one of a plurality of candidates having the first
candidate and the second candidate, and

wherein the maximum candidate number embedded in a slice header for the

slice is fixed for all blocks in the slice.

97



2. An image decoding method for decoding a current block included in a slice of the

image, comprising:

deriving a first candidate having a first motion vector that has been used to
decode a first block;

determining whether or not a total number of one or more candidates having the
first candidate is less than a maximum candidate number;

deriving a second candidate having a second motion vector when the total
number of one or more candidates having the first candidate is less than the maximum
candidate number; and

decoding a coded index corresponding to a candidate having a motion vector,

wherein the motion vector is used to decode the current block, and

wherein the candidate is one of a plurality of candidates having the first
candidate and the second candidate, and

wherein the maximum candidate number embedded in a slice header for the

glice is fixed for all blocks in the slice.

3. An image coding apparatus that codes a current block_included in a slice of the

image, comprising:

a first deriver configured to derive a first candidate having a first motion vector
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that has been used to code a first block:

a determiner configured to determine whether or not a total number of one or
more candidates having the first candidate is less than a maximum candidate number;

a second deriver configured to derive a second candidate having a second motion
vector when the total number of one or more candidates having the first candidate is less
than the maximum candidate number; and

a coder configured to code an index corresponding to a candidate having a
motion vector,

wherein the motion vector is used to code the current block, and

wherein the candidate is one of a plurality of candidates having the first
candidate and the second candidate, and

wherein the maximum candidate number embedded in a slice header for the

slice is fixed for all blocks in the slice.
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4, An image decoding apparatus that decodes a current block included in a slice of

the image, comprising:

a first deriver configured to derive a first candidate having a first motion vector
that has been used to decode a first block;

a determiner configured to determine whether or not a total number of one or
more candidates having the first candidate is less than a maximum candidate number;

a second deriver configured to derive a second candidate having a second motion
vector when the total number of one or more candidates having the first candidate is less
than the maximum candidate number; and

a decoder configured to decode a coded index corresponding to a candidate
having a motion vector,

wherein the motion vector is used to decode the current block, and

wherein the candidate is one of a plurality of candidates having the first
candidate and the second candidate, and

wherein the maximum candidate number embedded in a slice header for the

slice is fixed for all blocks in the slice.
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