
The invention relates to a method for preparing
drilling operations that comprises the
single-operation installation, in a repositionable
manner, of a fully equipped drilling apparatus (10) on
a rig (20) in which the emerged portion (21) includes
at least one upper deck (16). The method comprises
using a semi-submersible supply barge in which the
hull includes two protrusions (1a, 1b) supporting lift
means (7a, 7c). The drilling apparatus (10) is first
installed on the two legs of the barge (1a, 1b) via
interface means (15b), and the barge moves into the
vicinity of the rig (20). It moves so as to place the
emerged portion (21) of the rig between the
protrusions thereof, lifts the drilling apparatus (10)
at a height higher than that of the upper deck of the
rig using said lift means while releasing ballast,
places in a single operation the drilling apparatus on
the upper deck (16) of the rig (20) and moves away
therefrom. 




