
The invention comprises a method for applying a curable resin (50) to a
reinforcing structure (40) and an apparatus therefor. The apparatus
comprises a working surface (72) having a pattern of recesses therein
structured and designed to at least partially receive a reinforcing
structure (40), a means for disposing the reinforcing structure (40) in the
pattern of recesses of the working surface, a means (55) for applying a
fluid resinous material to the reinforcing structure disposed in the
recesses of the working surface, and a means for solidifying the fluid
resinous material to provide a patterned resinous framework joined to the
reinforcing structure. The process comprises the steps of at least
partially disposing the reinforcing structure in the recesses of a working
surface, applying the fluid resinous material to the reinforcing structure,
and then solidifying the fluid resinous material to form a patterned
resinous framework joined to the reinforcing structure. Preferably, the
reinforcing structure has voids, penetrable by the fluid resinous material,
intermediate the first and second sides, and the resinous material occupies
at least some of the voids in the reinforcing structure. The finished belt
comprises a patterned resinous framework joined to the reinforcing
structure such that a substantial portion of a bottom side of the resinous
framework is between two opposite sides of the reinforcing structure.    


