5 The present invention provides an air perneable, substantially

~ liquid .nperneable’ - barri-er structure and products nade
therefrom such as sanitary napkins, pantiliners, incontinence
products and di apers. The barrier structure has a porous | ayer

" havi ng opposi ng sides, the porous |ayer having: a porous substrate having
pores, which extend between the opposing sides that correspond to the

opposi ng 10 si des of the porous |ayer, whereby a liquid may
transverse the substrate; and particles that are fused to at

| east one side of the porous substrate so as to restrict entry
of the liquid into the pores; wherein the porous |ayer resists penetration
by the liquid when it is contaiggdin an absorbent structure
that overlays the side of t he porous layer to which the
particles are fused, and is under a |oading of one pound per

square inch; and wherein the porous |layer has a Frazier air perneability
value in the range of greater than zero t%gt@#§ 80 mmferr]/ft[err]/mn
_ T

(861 nmmjerr]/merr]/mn). per neabl.e, substantially
l'iquid inperneable barrier structure is di stingui shed by
having the particles that are fused to the porous substrate being
predom nantly on the surface of the porous substrate rather than being
adm xed 20 5 Theypresentiindention eravides ag air ipermesplehsubstantially fiquid impermeablea t
conpri se the poroUspgHidpSkthithffe and products made therefrom, such as sanitary napkins,
pantiliners, incontinence products and diapers. The barrier structure has a porous
layer having opposing sides, the porous layer having: a porous substrate having
pores, which extend between the opposing sides that comrespond to the opposing
10 sides of the porous layer, whereby a liquid may transverse the substrate; and
particles that are fused to at least one side of the porous substrate so as to restrict
entry of the liquid into the pores; wherein the porous layer resists penetration by
the liquid when it is contained in an absorbent structure that overlays the side of
the porous layer to which the particles are fused, and is under a loading of one
15 pound per square inch; and wherein the porous layer has a Frazier air permeability
value in the range of greater than zero to about 80 mm*/#t/min (861 mm*m?min). -
The air permeable, substantially liquid impemmeable barmier structure is
distinguished by having the particles that are fused to the porous substrate being
predominantly on the surface of the porous substrate rather than being admixed
20 with and penetrating the dt_apth of the materials that comprise the porous substrate.
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