
The invention concerns a method of en- suring that microcontroller
programmes with external memories cannot be read out and that
microcontroller assemblies cannot be dupli- cated. The aim of the invention
is to pro-
2 vide a method which, in combination with a simple circuit, makes it
possible to produce, under normal component-assembly conditions, any number
of selectively identifiable micro- controller assemblies which cannot be
copied by non-authorized persons and whose contents cannot be read out or
duplicated, and that the 



manufacturer of such microcontroller units also cannot produce or copy the
microcontrollers. This aim is achieved as illustrated, by virtue of the
fact that a microcontroller module (1), a microcontroller (2), a selection
module (7), an interface (9), an external-programming signal (11), an
external PROM (12), a user-specific known production key (19), a
production-data set (20) and a transcoding algorithm (21) operate in
conjunction with each other in accordance with an internal
operating-sequence plan.    


