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WD 2004/ 044709 PCT/ US2003/ 036271 METHOD OF MUTUALLY
ENHANCI NG RETAI L SALES AND USER TRAFFI C ON A WEB SI TE

woLalsD4069 THE | NVENTI ON 5 This invention rel at BeTiUS2003/036271
mer chandi sing and web sites, and nore particularly,

to a meyhethmiormutyeehl ¥y emteneimg: rREELAL| ssmieaNand
user traffic on a web site. BRI EF DESCRI PTI ON OF THE
DRAW NGS 10 FI G USERHEARETACE PEnk @FRie* 0 a pronoti onal

card distributed to a custoner at a retail store in
an enbodi nent of the present invention. FIG 2 shows

a back side of th&Preh®F SHEI INEEEN FlG 1

di stohi; BUtiedelhR18n CYUSLARBE &l andRiRiddistiane 408 afeb 1Bites,
enbodi nent of the gr esent invention. FIGS. 3-6 show

andephesentRattdsslarlexefs afy Befeth Shot §utyérllpp enhancing
r %Q§SSQ§£§W%&§QHQM-%r§§EY8YO&Q£RH&ﬁ@iEEat may be

i spl ayed through a web browser on a display device of
a custonmer conmputer in an enbodi ment of the present

i nvention. 20 HlHR phsSROMEIGN d%“‘ix%@ brERinGs de of a

product package contalning a product nmade avail abl e
to &IGuslonehows aarefapht sedfe i Afanaenipsorpenenst card

dltSP:ZeK‘l u%%?n nv%ﬂts 8Iqer F%@ Ié@%ﬁ %@Oggt gﬁa%?(:lém%'oggment

uc pac age o made aval e to a
ofcmopeesamt a:LrWéHTJdT-IlbIlStOI‘e in an 25 enbodi nent of the

present Lnventijon, Angj ot
the%g[reod%ct %package 0 Ffjséglg7 or Elll%\ %récjoglé?:?%gg]io c1alrd of
FIshow r@mtesmmtt@til ons ef @xenplear yascreeeretahbt stofewsln an
a ered a_server_copnputer that may be 30
d% %ﬁﬁﬁ? h?%%éﬁ%ﬁ ﬁgblﬁy%ﬂ%eq?on a di splay device of
a CwIGENESs- EOBE@WefeprEﬁhuaﬁm@dBnEmﬂ edfempherpr esenén shots
i nvention. show r epresent at i
ofex 8RB at-?ayﬂ?crgﬁ lv%rr?é% szf helf PIgés %Oéﬁlﬁl&&red&@t may be
dlgs@m%dcmta@m thatwveBBYboBvsedi Sphayeddi ssughdavied of a
rowser on a display devi e of a cust oner _cp
CUisﬁoﬁﬁreﬁﬁ‘BH‘l“ﬁ%’ﬁtmoia%t ﬁ@bB Lt ‘?fﬁ&élﬁt Pofisent HetleTon.

FIG. 7 shows an outer front sgide of a product package
containing a product made available to a customer at a retail
store in an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 8 shows an outer back side of the product package of
FIG. 7 made available to a customer at a retail store in an
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 9 shows an interior side of the product package of
FIG. 7 or FIG. 8.

FIGS. 10-11 show representations of exemplary screen
shots of web pages delivered by a server computer that may be
displayed through a web browser on a display device of a
customer computer in an embodiment of the present invention.

FIGS. 12-42 show representations of exemplary screen
shots of web pages delivered by a server computer that may be
displayed through a web browser on a display device of a

customer computer in an embodiment of the present invention.
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-1 WD 2004/ 044709 PCT/ US2003/ 036271 FIG 43 shows a

fl ow di agram of an enbodi nent of the nethod of the
wones®at7op nventi on. FIGS. 44 and 45 show an exaoplus20B8/036271

the itemcode, instructions, and URL being on the

goodrTict. seBf .o GB. fMAbwandh £h-=shovE annexampE mehtt hef the
i tem caode instructions, and URL being on the
mefAoea G n§ hAuPERFERC TIEPALPED DESCRI PTI ON OF THE

I NVEENEEONs Wanyngoods amdywSesyi c@&ntpiadi bitonahéy s code,
in retail i o establishnents are nom1a|so sold on-1ine

ingtragghoneh and dRlpPeingeopnthe Erod At sedifer net

presaage Bl psndr awt enbhie SRl &efmp1@00ds apde Sefvdntegode,

both on-line and in retail stores. Advertising and
instametionsof 20ATRfodifs nanansehe i REK2IINg Ag8rtidh-to

traditional advertising avenues (e.g., 15 tel evision,

radi o, newspapers, magazi nes, biIIboards, etc.) is

now al so doﬂ@T&MMﬁhéﬁsﬁéﬁPEI@%émbﬂﬂﬁhéNVﬁNEFﬂ@t Many

WEb a‘f‘lkb/ o@cﬁ@ f%ﬁdeglﬂlc%oug Y@lcg t_LE'{eam retail

from ads aI|n to th
esﬂﬁbénshments arA newb a$$¢e$ql¢uwhiﬂw;d|ﬁh¥qmqbpMaVe§l§ﬁS on

t]:{eheinvi{eeprn%itt.e fk%hﬁflggh?e@o%}és@ f& l'?elg%b ?o‘n%te he sa(]je of
experiéences, arger t ntia evenue froma
gqﬂ@menenﬂion séENNE¢BS|tbptHhe q@thwuaof aM® piesentretail

Stloq:\/eesnt I ggv {:Jr.rgir?%es n%lfStng)ortel % 0%%% %%qrv:wes,
servi ces or re tr as vve ances
it r abfidtoon a tmebt&mw&tabﬁallabéﬁemtih;n@r mhenhes (e.g.,

dverti ses he goods or 25 services. .
ERIS VT OBy gEFé%O’ | B WIR T K BoPaF &P et e ﬁefle" mera s c.) is
ndvef €1 sé odbhke ttampohented tdieteaofon Ficar En]:ef'fhews aMany web

AR o P B ol Profare N S ENBOALHEATS of “ERe Danner

ad¥,eseMciB0thivedt | 88s Ref arimnikng: ovhd Oablré&xtdseay down web
.a  pr, card given oyt to

Frqont 100 may be onpt i ona

skts)st BMe- Hﬁ%ﬁr%ﬂk%u§PﬁgEF¥edt6”anE? & etﬁFFestc;P%fE more
t1HFfa cOi ¥envdlRy swher ecfifeidnelase e 000E8rOrtiBer Yotehtial
réé%d&%c%ig%r%d %EacggggtFggnéhgi§égn%&g§3 The method of the
present invention stimulates in-store purchases of goods and
gervices or in-store traffic, as well as enhances traffic on a
web site affiliated with, or which advertises, the goods or
services.

Referring now to the Figures, in which like reference
numerals refer to like components thereof, Figure 1 shows a
front side of a promotional card distributed to a customer at
a retail store in an embodiment of the present
invention. Referring now to FIG. 1, Card Front 100 may be a
promotional card given out to the first one-hundred customers
to enter a retall store on a given day where no purchase of
goods or services 1s mnecessary. Or, Card Front 100 may be

given out to each customer who purchases goods or services,

such as getting a haircut on a particular day or getting a

-2



15

- 20

25

30

35

gi ven out to each custoner who purchases goods or
services, 35 such as getting a haircut on a particular

wdagodgaaetting a -2 WO 2004/ 044709 PCT/ US200BC0R682003/036271
hai rcut during a particular period of tine during the

hﬂ%u@t dﬁrlﬂ%aé'ﬁé‘f@fcﬂ%!ﬂ peali68. ofaf thdra@ti ff)@ H@Yay at a
have Store me- 102, which identifies the retai

pasitgcalagsdiiiat etrl@t h (Red Jreamst | B8O BRY Dajisaphiere Name
102" Yiéhero 1 8ed04s 1 Wi ehel dbiifii @f 3t Nes ¥ Hd® with the

associated wth the pronotion. Card Front 100 _may
prenst 1REv e aPdoducgr@Eshi £01 nige $66eoflOfhe HE68 &@entlfles

lﬁfrw196519é59%b6E§9t&ﬁtQlﬁﬂetHEO%R%h6810§UChcé§ithﬁont 100
toy depicted by Product G aphic Inmage 106. Card

ma:yr edsol bovemyradvet ditrahicpAimagedl asef Ukl giedamy service
%0%8'%%88 Wtﬁnﬁf}@c?r&ﬁ&%}[)ﬁ &?chrhc%smtﬂeo ﬂlrl]l%hc%roq/ %glcted

0 provide the custoner wt usef ul
byrﬁxnduﬂﬂ straphie rlergel 196or eCand Fhenhweb08i mayi Ragheother

aspeq e t §&gg
PO p ora etéﬁ?F%§yor ,%ﬁﬁ%ﬁé5§|tgaﬁﬁggg%%ghﬁ;b arance of
ten emtdnshm@ ofo t peravetiai | tis stetemanmd vite varlss Mﬁeful
._anot her _aspect of the invention, the retail store and
3-%%gﬂﬁ§5 °Bite are owned by different corporate

ent itheeseaniilnditvirduang wWhe ared pﬂﬁkneﬂlngnéogephet o6 the
Igrom)te each other's .n eresh In yeL anot h 3 Eit

SdPRent %t Khe O ent? onttS hé 3FonSPE B Aay S gEtity or

ihetveealt heheeb shtewabdstbe 268 mmnekaehstien of ahe retail

roduct that is sold throu vari ous re tI
Sﬁ%etﬁél | JLEF ¥EE83- t H* idlY E“Fffeaﬁﬁac‘f h? ﬁ”al?w%fou é-Pn'

réd=8 1patbrer khg tﬁ@eW@@rsfﬂB’a&%eoﬂheﬂDby0ﬂ1f¢éMdnﬁIdﬁﬁporate
the various retall outl ets that hag en to C Gy

G o1 O APYEELIBYS SHi ATE5 DT GEF BLSE SHOURS Br ! sty promote
easdtlecehethe proRtisepal car deef aﬂ'd)‘@hell @m&bﬂbﬁéﬁ’@d dﬂ) the

a custoner at a retail store in an enbodi nent of th
IpfeadeRE | MPENPITERCt REF ePAY nBenBRF VST BS 2web cgihe Baeﬂ the

mAF a8 rarcedes pyehuas thei (HdeoRP2:nAdeM Q‘é@iﬁou%o?fetall
be a series of nunbers, letters, synbols, etc.

may
OHPLE0 cARbFhat Ferebicatfe ABGVEED| AEER LRET orie zwufacturer
atdSLEUELeE NGy together for the promotion apart from the

various retail outlets that happen to carry the good or
service for sale.

Figure 2 shows a back side of the promotional card of
FIG. 1 distributed to a customer at a retail store in an
embodiment of the present invention. Referring now to FIG. 2,
Card Back 200 has a code, such as Item Code 202. Item Code
202 may be a series of numbers, letters, symbols, etc., or any
combination of the above. Instructions 204 instruct the
customer to use the Item Code 202 at a Web Site Sponsor 208
whose address ig indicated by URL 206. TItem Code 202 may be
redeemed for a virtual item by going to URL 206. A virtual
item is an item or object that exists only within the wvirtual

world of Web Site 104. Card Back 200 may have other printed
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custonmer to use the Item Code 202 at a Wb Site

Sponsor 208 whose address is indicated by URL 206.
woremwodone 202 may be redeened for a virtual PCemSE3/036271

going to URL 206. A virtual itemis an itemor object
iddtaliceXbas S a0l YgMidHiidy the ¥hhhned Bhewaldukaafandéb of the

Site 104. Card Back 200 may have other printed -3 WO
ca04) T 7050 PCRROS3F83/ (F627 1008 He8EUct oS afher  Bseful

1iHARALesnt 0 Bnhanae dhedpReAEANCSE Ofhd NhveGAi$nanentl ¢ one
provi de the customer with other useful _ informtion,

siide @fother PERBREI PRt BT KentalRmt Fip, Iniyradien shgun on
cfs FRBnPr 2F®Ld:N A, GARd (£OPE@I NS the information shown
on s Card Front 100 and Card Back 200. In other
enbddi pEhes @medﬁwﬁﬂﬁﬁeﬁﬁiéhe iBnenpkomy| IS (reall of the
H@Qt Soff 4 Eent 199 ang LCard-Backa 200 36y key be
“a SOC|ated with an itemfor sale. For exanple, sone or
asgidcietedt tietlabavel tem diaratsipdn - majobes Rl maEe e all of
the dl%f%% 1239 Qllzagab@()%%ep?gl%é&hoﬂa)fhge inside cover
s n - W appe to pr ot éct em Code 202 from
ofb@i ngptre mﬁpm@pphamed by sbhntopesdped theaprofiect the Item
S I
o B rom S Th SRRl e oy STREO0E PP epan e
pudawell nbt bedeN|SDbbbtahm the ShemnkodeaplAuse lgastomer

moved. i.n el Q a e
iGN AAES  FLem Galte cuaie | KB BTN (5o 0302 NG fior be
vﬂﬁﬂbleﬁ@mdbehboumdunm arspahedtthg vemoged| td oaddr to view

attached t pl ush to emelr 39heSome her d,
I%ﬁﬂﬂ1¢#é% ?ﬁ%‘gogﬁ nﬁ§¥ 8% purc ase |n or érgfoFg?%e 202,
Itstierebns 02 0peraiderrse o 6andagppe ofsirat eor teemeGide tag or

202. I n 20 anot her, enbodi nent. of the,invention, lte

e@%@él 5559 GHISEREEL iths® 2B SNt URLI 268 T °F sofie’ other
gt alured 1At hﬁlegowbcprmmsrt ]@@cts@mmmtﬂmafd@f tbe the

good for sale. Crack-and-peel |abels
i S0t RSk G el b @R GITE G e 0 g BB Co e 02

arfeR @R r202%mpdt mekit] | esk i nthbe amfvewkhbn|ecagrize @&de 202,
that there are nunerous ways utilizing various

InFHERCEAPEs 1 804 astiytiWtle 206me2sf SPPERRheE™c dfsofeRtsor in
plfkaeahd Fhopt- 100 and GardBaek 209 Wsifea g8edKOAnd-peel

servicé for sale to discourage
labels, as well as scratch-o f cards may also be wused to

In

conceal Item Code 202. One skilled in the art will recognize
that there are numerous ways utilizing various materials to
associate some or all of the components of Card Front 100 and
Card Back 200 with a good or service for sale to discourage
tampering prior to the purchase of the good or service.

An example of the item code, instructions, and URL being
on the good itself is shown in FIGS. 44 and 45. FIG. 44 shows
Front Cover 4402 and Back Cover 4404 of Spiral Notebook 4400,
which in this <case is a ©product of the web site
sponsor. Spiral Notebook 4400 is sold in various retail
outlets in shrink-wrap form such that Front Cover 4402 and

Back Cover 4404 are visible through the shrink-wrap, but not
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tanpering prior to the purchase of the good or

service. An exanple of the itemcode, instructions,
wana4#dr7obei ng 30 on the good itself is shownPCWUSLBS036271

44 and 45. FIG 44 shows Front Cover 4402 and Back
tk@VﬁzﬁsfH@4c@\fr%1§pi sal ahlﬁt &h@gkiéﬁOﬁagewhi Clfiedh Ngité S4406 and

case is a product of t webh site sponsor. Spiral
RS0 JReaR08 DS o1 TP oGEor BOGTTS St PR otebook
480V i nkrenapoher st diamhikr @t o Coxesrfd O2handist¥pmer that

Back Cover 4404 are visible through the shrink-wap,

arpuitewt codg WBY20eR/ 699599 1PEFReISPRd3pH 38 EEPOPle $400.  In

F1d1SiqGE GOVRLSpRECEHYe B &f iistpRges. 1NeDIS #:&,A4Q%vard 4508
Graphic I mage 4408 help identify t he source of Spi r al

iNotkpwkafugpothet SRHTEHEEVIPRI HBS GRESHI AWYEd- nf 6FRB Code

480% CHslQIRE1bhat 4588, | Ll eRde 488%, befoynd Bl €8 Tnside
Spiral Not ebook 4400. In 5 FIG 45, after "purchase by

F@@u@@ﬁérﬁ%si de Front Cover 4508 is shown after
theA&h@xﬁ%ﬁ?@iggzﬁﬁeb %er€8@¥?dinééfﬂﬁé?8ﬂ% %%gZURLdgeing

Instructio and URL 4506, are print ed on | nsi
orFr ohhe Cowercka§08y Amagganpl e o6f t ehdwrem todeFIGS. 46  and

j NSt L.an U ei;ng 1.Q,,on _qs:_kcggj hi -
4'}rr'lalt gﬁgg?(e?ss%ah%\%% in Gég 456H Ogvrllld Shgfmgtl C relagac‘ﬁeijh o
thiG00 imsshowdsshr ehkow appedpraediiacth i rof t hithecaseavebs site

lso.ap . it S Pac j ;
R 605 A bHTy 5a7e Bo0Rcrm ST thre RS in che
slshimkkrapapgedtatat e bubutf uldlyl widigillel eororecea acustomer has

custoner has .15 pyrchase i cke acket_ 460 ali h ——
oS (e ity hEECRASodeR, S (PP SeteR, Gfe "Thrin
wiwp Ngwan assokénenthexfts vawioays bhaiagt edn stdsdHoertment of

are packaged with Packaging Card .4602. | tem_Code .
v e b REel, N S e crgen wr bR sRckEging , Card
sadtackagiceg Cadd 4602, 2thdtruatabher 4gmaodiarenturil &hes, are
i nvention ere the it code i s hidden fromvi ew
PHASE £8 Bﬁ%%‘%&a‘?ﬁe%%ad or service, there may or
may motae it idiodEedatcl amdcen tReentiaRd Oofhére t BRe item
packagi ng material. In other words, purchasing .a

: good
cqffe sfvitdogBest Tt YLAY amBéOTt N BRHTFRRMRDAEDR 19004 or

sd¥®rice, there may or may not be an item code found on the
good or on the packaging material. In other words, purchasing
a good or service does not guarantee that an item code will be
obtained, and thus, acquiring a virtual item i1s not
guaranteed. This may add to the element of risk associated
with a particular promotion.

Figures 3-6 show representations of exemplary screen
shots of web pages delivered by a server computer that may be
displayed through a web browser on a display device of a
customer computer in an embodiment of the  present
invention. Referring now to FIG. 3, the customer that has
received the promotional card with Card Front 100 and Card
Back 200 having Item Code 202, Instructions 204, and URL 206,

or has purchased a good or service from the retail store
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25 obtained, and thus, acquiring a virtual itemis not

guaranteed. This may add to the elenent of risk
wagssamdatned with a particular pronotion. Fi guPes/uS203/036271

show representations of exenplary screen shots of web

cpRgesnidgl irvemedoay aoger vesteaspldey 26wt smy LURL 306, has
di spl aged t hrough a web browser on a devi ce _of

I
engeggsh 206 NI aa W eenF P HERL d&fspg ﬁ%gcar gReft monitor

ofl @Rt | @RstBRELr § | NbrIRWetQ Fiem3, cdde o omeiget hato  is
has received the prormtl onal card wth Card Front 100
regi@nedr dto Bddle 200ShRRTG | CEMPEhEE F8 PASPIA%ET oS Che

not4orand WRs20Rr I2nPhirBas aRHEENRSEH Ri€WOORON 206 and Web
service fromthe retail store -5 WD 2004/044709

SipeT/19%2008£036071ed comees nPhgWeP efii Epdé0%0pay have already
%% “iqlt'émSwéMsl@@dldﬂp% f@seneat 6 esk UBJeorgoéhe Home

browser di splayed on a nonitor of the
We@é’c&ﬁﬁﬁer@o@ d@ﬁﬁut 6t: |tfernctodéhrepispageaBodopsin from Item

Cotro%teu@gﬁd E’ éh%wsﬁagmél§c]9ﬁf§3u%%r %919' spl@ygf @Bs and

> moni t by a sérver conputer associated with URL
f20ewang Wsbe Siltogin04prRegiistrer efonselVeb of Siep SiPé, such

h r oqgged.in ) el
pr%%% G%S g%n@r%?#?heﬂl}ﬁ%e lbebg%agqu ?FIG Cp% s 302
prlofv:ud@t tlrtehe:uﬂtemecamzitthg iinrﬁoﬁ:matrmmeﬂbomdeh@ébwagel item
cI i c g | n tto
arh B 5 B ot R g8 O PathE B0E A ' sByREea for
theeicngtwakl &oowwktdm Ittlem gofle 20t ructi ons 302 pr ovi de
t he stomsr vvlth ti about the VI
onaRRoRF LBt e dnde 55 CRltod g H g 12k coae
202 ovtidecd asn  Cdved cmsdsmexoa omncbeEnttgnBGadeozoz WAén the
Rferrin now t o ustoner has typed. ltem
G506 1R 00 Pt BT eBRr 50D PR TSRO Gy Feturne
comddatWhenibhe weist aee clsiooks (vneBus t ontd%artI{éOG cutshemer’ s
server conputer returns Congratul ati ons Wb Page 500

cEUGersY Of o9t et U SPoBR' §US tIMTUte MRS i spl ay on

t he retsk-OIRY ' SoWdDY trG. sZOvBeEaaII Dtgenlﬂ(BMZ A Fld@splayed as
a??ﬁf{%p%—?:lg {J}ngg]gFOZ%% ais gﬁgd ag; I%%alf LS Ifmiv%rtual Item

X gi t gEVER r tial “ e

502. Additional Text 506 provides more information regarding
Virtual Item 502. In this context, Virtual Item 502 may be a
rare virtual item on the web site, making it more valuable and
desirable to obtain by the customer. In one embodiment of the
invention, the only way to obtain Virtual Item 502 is through
gecuring Item Code 202 from a promotion and not from normal
use of Web Site 104. Thus, the rarity of Virtual Item 502, or
its unavailability through normal use of Web Site 104,
motivates the customer to obtain the Item Code 202 from the
merchant offering the promotion by buying the goods or service
associated with the promotion, or wvisiting the retail store
where the promotional card is made available. Once the
customer has obtained the promotional card having Item Code

202 from the merchant, the customer is motivated to go to the
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502. Additional Text 506 provides nore information

regarding Virtual Item502. In this context, Virtual
woremwB0@9may be a rare virtual itemon the weOTRISR®3/036271

making it nore val uable and 25 desirable to obtain by
wdtheitestoneededl T @vdedRoRntonfVidwali meent 50m, the

only way to obtain V|rtual Item 502 is through
sec%‘ls' r% | WS de T2 & Rkt S‘E?DﬂrGﬁ‘OEﬁBnnth‘FF%n?‘ay be

tdiDtles Wser@be\VebrSide ke ThHS, wibhe karidde tfvailable to
Vi rtual Item 502, or its unavailability through
theor RdPlige Gt WBBOSS t ESR0LYPSE /ot hSaR eglaYhé’ecuét Shidiferent

ndn®e@Dt 8F N Liheubiem Coge 202 {1 opniheu1ABr it to be made

offering the pronotion by buying the goods or service
avgddgeilet edFAF t BXEHRLDr ofr?§ rvinruadd sttsify ehetyRe appe may

bShRIR a0heligpibe Prcﬂﬂptdfo%%ec%z i's, W@%@Vﬂ}ﬂ@@h%ee, 500
Once the custoner has obtained t he pronotional card
O%aRMHﬁ?g faugm €ehge 3Bh2e2 fheonmamicyheicHam Vigkaal items may

bec%%tl%@(fe' Eo”@gbﬂa&@gef 0 gﬂsbo RQ@hln eé’@l 2105%4'1‘( C%légogthere
PCT/ US2003/ 036271 web site to redeem Item Code

mafyorbavi Yagist ilase e 0PhatAspairt: levdmpl eltefﬂt)rth[quar Fiosulexpmple,
r ti t y endy rare u
o O R T R matent At ar s o o Fhe bl ] oy be of
vartiesy tcerme,t ypeg00t herve hay dfe wadidtfer emp, 5 Fnbeay ofoe of
al ns arti e e
VaL\aéj\/laett tIhgegl'—'or3 géxgng EE ra%‘?}?utgﬁ%?t egn;ggo%()?y%aey be of
vegrietyay fibe, rradeta‘malg alt[he 4 000 oﬁitMmeltwmen% 006 type

of type_ th 500 of t efour et C. Thus
Onrean%fgmof %ﬁ% \?aﬁu%l |té$rs rra é%% reI a]illveelflog}é%e may be

redighére Akso, thet hnumieech off ematx;amletsherferloanaxglben item

varieties of .t rticul ar tem or exanpl.e
Y-t nEETB00%S PRTERRE | PO oft 1 JPet G, het00 SRy dpgterent
Vaﬁflet‘iaBI etfy iares, thRGO0 By én—haﬁcevafheetglémt 500 AByk and
ng varj ety thr%e, 300 may be of variety four, and
* ﬁﬁeﬁ'ﬁylﬁetllﬁ‘ PR Y five, totaling the 6,000

Vi r takhet eastohet yipes linaner ks, dode raei tty> ebdeb®, the

g ot ST YRS ERY he. Lebe LG Lo s ubel
selrypes cofiputetuab ktedsnandedli Ebes entp P@géeBD@Sf@f display
on 0 LRSS TBY Enance e e PN et 2K A% he customer
does not have another Item Code 202 to redeem, the customer
can click on Button Bar 510, which will cause the sgerver
computer to return Home Web Page 600 for display on the
monitor of the customer’s computer. Or, the user may use
Navigation Menu 602 to access other web pages of web
site. From Home Web Page 600 or other web pages available
from the web site the customer can then manipulate Virtual
Item 502 within the context of the web site.

Referring now to FIG. 6, Home Web Page 600 is the home
web page for the web site associated with the retail store or

the manufacturer and the promotion. Navigation Menu 602

provides links that may be clicked on by the customer, also

-7-
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interest in the pronotion. 20 If the custoner has

another Item Code 202 to redeem the custoner can
woli@k4o109 But t on Bar 508, which will cause thePCTaIS®B/036271

conputer to return Item Code Wb Page 300 for display

r&e A3e WBNizkokhaf vherepstONBECSs Cormtiials Wdb tdiges within
custoner does not have anot her Itemegde 202 to

theededih  t Pt RustiBnertB$ caiamlek ofBut toFBart%ho i an

eMU1GR 1 Whbht C3Kse Lhe S@E?E@flnioﬁf@k‘tﬁélt Qelk@t Ur Aoliov@r, one
Wb Page 600 for display on t nmonitor of the

skddisednein stéénﬁl}tterm]ér r?ﬁ%gftﬂs@r FR3C uSEheRaiIYPESi oif  Web
Sll\{bergj £0214 01RCCESR A NAle WebrPages Ohet¥dy Pt Echd™ @esent

Hone Wb Page 600 or other web pages available 30 from
indentiveb, siansl t hlee cydebHel ddie™ hesy nBAvBul Btidevi Yagkgd and

\/Ie%@eSOQEuWC'i:IEEbHst heI'l‘fé%Fg exatreof el 1l t %onB%Egﬁﬁbﬂg of

now 0 6, Page 600 1s the home web pag
mefusthamhie , \AB@I’SJIfta@tES‘g@CI andd st ithedr v i Mngtf‘évnbl@i?ed web

sité%% agggigr d%%%ggﬁ Pr Qﬁ'@é%scgful f&%t{ Q¥h MBHU enhance

provides |1 nk at may be clicked on by the
me{msktamriese aksbes, 7 WORO04Y OHAZG9 P@n/dusz@@B/ 36271 traffic

f.e d h " b
utJ. 1n8 &8 rﬁg%ﬁocf off"%?nr ﬁ%gergt?(gﬁﬁz%n\ﬁ gug ¥\§ 1829?:

an psntvﬂr‘dhawﬁtmﬁ ammanamehtepnrmgnwdtuab ;settss, virtual

n. t e, ar I 0
lt—‘o?“f‘fq’ercait ypes an—’mv\BBi%t%o:ltes Woul gh%elbgbl;ﬁggt %[)%I e W tﬁéb site
erfshierameiehed ofot hexpmedent viintwent i bremantayhebei retugdlioned,
i may have te varied and di er e functl ns.
e SRR B e

bt R6HBT nEtTohs® Sershants Virtual
ivef Asy uraso apd aftfdredat eca:hsmab_y@alfflbr atc'Ech\aElied by the
sites _that could devel op a successfu notion to
Usithand® iHifer cHRrdi e @%ﬁ ¥t Eltl%f %?‘gf 28 Khdthap world
validee t&@dficannuti lbei Bguyhe et hesidf folte prisepbsh in an
invention. As wiith other, entertai nnent oriented we

engryroamept PUEF1AS t bl EHh HetSrariBint &% i tHadn tﬁge terms

aPuURdaa ot i e WED Shd e weBNVETHRNMERbicE DIy €X%afP| Borth these
virtual itens may be auctioned, 15 traded, or _donated

PRFSLRER  URRE SUFFTS Wé:ev\geugiit}éy EECE 2§|erms and conditions.

Figure 7 shows an outer front side of a product package
containing a product made available to a customer at a retail
store in an embodiment of the present invention. Referring
now to FIG. 7, the promotion in this example is between the
web site and the product manufacturer who utilizes various
retail outlets for distribution of the manufacturer’s product
or service. Package Front Side 700 is the front of a cereal
box containing cereal, having Product Name 702, Manufacturer
Name 704, and Product Graphic 706. A graphic for Web Site 708
is shown, along with Game URL 710. Character Graphic 712
indicates that an item code for a virtual item is contained
within the cereal box. In this promotion, the web site, in
partnership with the manufacturer, has developed a Web-Based

Game 714 titled “Race For The Taste.” The character(s)
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itenms may al so be stored, displayed, or 'discarded by
the wuser. In this context, the virtual item has no
woeeal4/omodbd val ue, and cannot be bought or soPdTfus2003/036271
real cash in an environnent outside the web site,
a Sl adSdONw BBay thEhend @l fec 2 cand copsliddtongtat tiney Nut
web site typically set forth theieagparaneters,
d

d,
ChR&HIOSa PECH ABNBT B heFerRE e 08 8nﬂ?‘f‘?“69%r.ate§] gL the

cHa SIS (B8N Qukekibteat wside tof asdy ogued packagethe winged
containing a p‘r‘oduct made available to a custoner at, a
dxagoR | LARIGRE | FeRRE o e ABSGACERE re@BBaf 712) in the

Wt MR Ram&efeLring 25 nowto FIG 7, the pronotion
in this exanple is between the web site and the

prodierrAaurherara? AReCTt I edldmrafofde miduct package

oPWIE! § hQhedhshlidnid &b @f LBeRBAULACL UF&asSl RteHdCln an
or service. Package Front Side 700 is the front of a
ekddgienthex Ebat BFPFTRF cerV@alticRavi Ref Friodi tnarke FIG- 8,

P%%%%gék&%&&a%ﬁﬁéf%ogoi@a@%e7%%cka%§ @E@d%%EegﬁaBBkchaving a

_ graphic for Wb Site 708 1is shown, along with
g1Gaie cCUREOT 1(07ekCh i bet €303y aghng 7vth | Geineat 8L t Hfé -anGame
' f a vj Iy [ ont ai nedy W t i the g1p

Décéer egl%qggx. 4 ot h?rggéﬁoc%toﬁgn, §togé \/\g%@si fe, in Do
pyparitdeer shilpe W t busttenemnuf atthir er inhasnaleiel opedbaut the

- ed 1 ] ed "ggge F The T "
PT aFE%%ér(§§e£?gE&é 38%%%%2496 /%E%Og%fg%%%%f HE an
itaegs oo eftbmv & hviiheuahnifect deercoatpinddcvithie Homeyereal
Nut _Cheerios,Bee in_Product. Graphjc _706), .are .
o oSO F AT hA CHERCERE | GITHeCer Ta) - £0%0LHat ol (Hite are
shdwer, Wweb sElk {<.Brqgdudte Guephed 81K .agon | abel ed
"Scarchio" in Character Graphi.c 71 inthe 5
Wéb-‘@&&td R“Eé’r‘?é’g;fﬁ.s &ie WlegnS%WOV\ge n SGGEerSHPRER s e the
nfutthe upeodoet rpagskngeronsd G be rafieonmavall ablkedt @ighin a
custoner at a retail store in an ,b enhodi nent qf the
A HEEENITIRFERET 6n O RSt Engatew (B G° 82 ph¥kagéandard
m&ﬂ@poiiiﬁanfigtalt&sghea@a%éﬁ, ltBEaﬁéfeﬁﬂr bexufie¥yNg an the
10 graphic for Wb Site 802 along with Ganme URL A 804. ,
e’@ﬂﬁ’ge BESERi pPi EEGBO%,ali“ﬁsﬂ%’ctq'o@%ﬁo“ﬁ’ﬁ&"@aﬁrﬁ based in

cdd=Ni 6i8h0teREO¥LEMNt N BokSH OS] WH hrdhfrefhi@hi @R pPackage
Frao?l?:msitdhee 700 and Package Back Side 800. Only customers in
Canada who are also registered as Canadian users of the web
gsite can participate.

Figure 9 shows an interior gide of the product package of
FIG. 7 or FIG. 8. Referring now to FIG. 9, Package Interior
Side 900 may be located on the back side of Package Front Side
700, on the back gide of Package Back Side 800, or on any
other suitable interior side of the package. Thus, the
customer must buy the packaged product in order to have the
right to open t;he package and appropriate Item Code 902. Item
Code 902 may be a series of numbers, letters, symbols, etc.,

or any combination of the above. Instructions 904 instruct

the customer to use the Item Code 902 at a web site whose
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pronotion. Item Code Inside Gaphic 812 indicates that

an itemcode for a virtual itemis contained within
woheo4mas@al 15 box. Several Character G aphi csP8TASE®B/036271

the web site are shown, as well as Product G aphic

acdiliBss) ANt i PLQIREHORS, hRineearkit heoeveb mickegepanseriand side
the manufacturer or retail store may be regionally
YLy WAVS PLReTdBETREE gdBEFERHE O aet IKBPPArES . such as

WdB Ueh 2908 GhlYprSi@tdaishe2@ 18et60pRbii @0 shatdwdddiRlr with
area, state, or country) In the exanple shown in FIG

othesndsEEGL Snf@ﬁ@tr}rc@notl on is based in Canada, with

Lexty g bt BnEnol ssivand Brensh o Package
Fr ont 3%9 e j?'oo%nld% Packaéggfek Back Si de 800. ﬁ]g aty screen

sharst oferebi pag€anddaiveoc@riey ad seer e’y SQC@IP@Geés that may be

AN URRKR;Of 5 t Bie e, b GANaPEb1if BRlSce of
d |gugt 9 s oﬁ?han i#%griofméﬁﬁi og %ﬁe p?%ddgt pacﬁggé) 2
cuHtomerG Fomputd:G 8n RefBr riengpatswensy FIGﬁ 9,timack @gesent
r Q@y I t n e
¢%gka§§'Fr§%?§§?59i Otgﬁﬁﬁgf Q%ggkkkﬁ %%Eﬁhg bg} and
riBaok Sedell80Barpr aod amya et bepwsait adldeepat émlrorare not
si de h cka . S t
Bk 4580 “STBRRSt T order e 8 e R Lo Gty J, KBromer
tnduahxﬂﬂgny@hasddappeopacaagedtpnm&@ﬂ@ &HﬁbrleénunCGEGS 7,
902 be .a series _of n er Ietters
8ot J}V§H§ ggﬁﬁlﬁgglogggf ?% AHOVES nsg?ucppoggme URL
94 haﬂStefnlitféﬁ:eGSG‘aiﬂe UREt 0€r thfjou@e 4 heeld tlermvGede AE@Played
at_a web site whose -9 WD, 2004/044709

OTbEr/ MBIGPS PF6IFE AFHOBES Fs PRV ERE ed 5P -BaREIURETe Page

10A6. i Package ddntey i Qfe Siheke onRQ0 smi:)bm@thérObhar dpspbhedd on
|nstruct|ons and raghlcs such as . Site. 9 8 an

Ehs RRICLONamE §16°E8Shr G9THR$he®TIRG WiER f’RL 206

arB et diforTed i ORegbsEbgud e6sdBs 1df shew site 708 may have
representations of exe shot s of web

,Iar¥ Screen
2 Y756y dEPRoer 8 Y MERGIer TOBBELEF tRAth iy Bat from the

Hcﬁiﬁes RBicdy edgthisedghracyed) br omseloton thedivgRl-ayadevbge i8f from
custoner conmputer in an enbodi ment of the pr esent

Wq%\ﬁ@ﬁ@ﬂoﬁamﬁﬁégw heBASLY opl 1IN A IsHiFORUSERRLL008 and

fPAlowidBd the 1login procedure for Web Site 708. In one
embodiment of the invention, non-registered users can play the
game, but only registered users can redeem Item Code 902 for a
virtual item as explained in Instructions 1002.

Product Name 1010 is displayed on Web-Based Game Page
1000. Clicking on Redeem Your Rare Item Code Here Graphic
1004 will open up Dialog Box 1102 shown in FIG. 1l1. Entry Box
1104 is provided for the customer to enter Item Code 902,
which the customer has done as shown in FIG. 11. When the
customer clicks on Submit 1106, the virtual item is deposited
into the customer’s account, as explained in Instructions
1108. To view the wvirtual item acquired, the customer can
navigate to Your Items Web Page 1200 (FIG. 12) by utilizing

Navigation Menu 602. The customer can click on Play Game Here

-10-
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o right scroll bar, and the web browser address bar

are not shown for sinplicity.) Referring nowto FIG
waQeo4tonerogust oner that has purchased t he packageas2003/036271

product described in FIGS. 7, 8, and 9 having Item

Gr%@ﬁcg@gOGlJ@ﬁiél&’%i‘lcln%ﬁ%%"ru apdn&RMpidlly IGhik&S the web-
entered Gane URL 906 through a web browser displayed
bapsdogamenstiiliorlogt t keakblsignthe s CEshpter toVehaBakky game
(ﬂ@%”%hgéﬂf. 1000 is returned to the custoner's conputer
and di splayed on the nonitor by a server conputer
assEEREt el2v#3 h Gove UWRPTrgEEntaktoweb & t eexg@lary screen

sHRY Sleergd BagLs g{e%}é\#%%% e, 7@%mxh%%%guelo.£eeﬂxt may be

ogged int prior to this point fromthe
di2®lHyre WhrdRahe ®00epFli@owder | énngt , ditelalsedergape of a
I in fr - Based G?Fe Rage sl by i cki 0
(nf%%PﬁgBut%%hm¥%%é aﬁg fo IOMAng(%ﬁggfogi%kprggg%urgresent
irfventWeb . Si {Bha OBindawsormp arsddib@ent boftohe staveat ben, and
non-reqgi st.ered_user n pl on|
=R STerod (Sers Sah roReotel  ERSusdl gt hs “Rat ypre not
shewnt Uadr | 4iemlasieyp) ai Refermidnstowctd oREG10D2, Your Items

TR L ST P LI s

regiapbired 16€4 widhiepetheupcdhtadzog BOXthéO02nskowainment web
FI G 1%. Entry Box 1104 ismﬁrovided far . the_custoner 4

sitte -entBET Pt S0 wWhidh Phe SUSESHER KESTdars 9°

wid® Shompuan EkGns1li208heast hmrtcusfomdte ckhe&staimment web
Submit_ 1106, the virtual itemis,de ited i t he

51%Tot oL CETIE cBhneh dECAXDISR hedt Eoq het rot | B2, Such as

Tiki0&takF viw ,t Re i rddidde 1H@M @€ ORbx €0302 heFTEStIBIRrto be

can navigate to Your ltens Web Page_1200 (FIG 12) b
digpilpyeing B3P NHYi Gt ot dbnGoBER ™ h@ng‘ﬁﬂé‘{‘%ﬁf@n 0:5?134 foout

whaltl QKHPD@E'aMngaW@tHeE%e_W%QTWQIZQQéhg4éﬁpgthis case, Tiki
PCT/ US2003/ 036271 Graphic¢c 1006 which will open up a
em.

Stpdl WRAdowr it GHITATteReshbss TRREPHH&Re WiFFUdbal

enabhipg;ik eb%ust&weaséﬁ Bhaypdhe BAP®; (BRb YHOWHoose An
FI GS. 12-42 show representations of exe Iagﬁ Screen

ActighotBe*ofl 3RS YHedescards BaredUbyMersetd Hputky) to be
ailpabyaRY whenidi g apadnngddn apyebydnausen@R 2ontains a
dlspyéy devi ce of a
list of possible actions the user may select. One of the
things the user can do with their Virtual Items 1202 is to put
them up for sale in the user’s virtual items shop. Clicking
by the user on Put Into Your Shop 1404 collapses Pop Up Menu
1402 as shown in FIG. 15. Clicking by the user on Submit
Button 1312 causes Pop Up Box 1602 (FIG. 16) to be displayed,
which indicates in Message 1604 that Tiki Staff 1204 has been
transferred out of the user’s account and to the wuser’s
virtual items shop.

In order to correctly price virtual item Tiki Staff 1204
for sale, within the context of the wvirtual economy within the

web site and the wvirtual currency used within the web site,

the user can check to see what other users of the web site are

.11 -
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customer conputer in an enbodi nent of the present

i nvention. (The Wndows top tool bar, bottom status
woanq4/0asm9 ri ght scroll bar, and the web browsecT/US2003/036271

address bar are not 10 shown for sinmplicity.)

ciRefarig NngROW e FlsGmel2 it¥Qur téaies Nébiddagenl2®@nu 602
shows .the various Virtual Itens 1202 held by the

Magkfitolered Heer %9hi 170Re éBFfext’of ihedisplayed on  the

SRt 8bAMBRE Welkr /Sl tComphtRie aBALFRNBANI IR t Bdlows the
registered user can do wth Virtual |tenms 1202 as

USRF tEOf LR Emt EReanAREnPiwshe1Tistal eltP@kiOﬁg ighegRsSt as

Viqfgt r 1202, ard whi
e L R 0 e S Sipth s

thi spPiyar PopwiphBoxEngop Bewt a7 #3, |ﬁropﬁcaf:i<eﬁ91994search
Ugitial §8020° 000 Wkt Myl dbeblal sty kBodiS veb

S
case, Staff 12 and araCteristics 1306 of
Padee Jxﬁiorﬂt daﬂGu t & . 20Pdidec Rilsg 590?héh9‘5%rt]@ﬁ1 xfpits of the

w 1 o) 0 e
G52 BT LA08 (P Lif et he T ool St wiThe ry oY
OUFEIBOMS&BQZ fd?oanpil?JN;bnuSlm:OQ c@meai ng a:hel [ manY)f dlfferent

< SRR 5k T gy o

ngs The “Usercan Fei r
viguad putrr@hcyhgoinpsf e galseibiet heTuser ' s viareuatem such

i tel kin by_the user Put . I.nt o
e 0o s s2%ep8 s e i, e At oome
plhy fdd aihengldaay: .t hermseermSuﬂnmtlnﬁnﬁntactrioﬂlzheauses can
Po Box 1602 (FLG , t [ | ayed i ch .
SN Rpee ProRESt ot o (attrip DR Pef testl} fehrposes in
tieeaise30 st sansf ervesr mﬁo;ofWenoh@agsezbso acEDmNt20ndhows Tiki
the user's, virtual

St oL LIl PPYoRne B SUR (oat0s Tt R4 T Ehrnleer s

sHdie waent axt a@}fmt@qﬂvldet W&l 1686 POEIML WHiI1N pbmﬁtsvveb
site and the virtual currenc%/ used wthin the web
0

sit &eIeETERE ggartchR ERScklto Stickuid ¢ hkhe ydges gR Put

Ug heoreRusticn aneos - &1 VEH280468447%09 Meal/ WHMB0H H36RGIn in
Cha[@glt ng for the sane_item Using Navjgation Menu 602

F¥hr Ret | G 6CEES PRYe LEPOGOH (21 19Y5T S dPUBTayed b causes
Al onBO MO pe t BROYSEFTE. COMPULST HbeEMIp1B9%31708n1y the
ffﬁ;tom%egrmitems in Auction Items 2202 are displayed. By
gcrolling down the screen Tiki Staff 1204 would eventually be
visible at the end of the list of Auction Items 2202 (not
gshown) . Other users can now bid on Tiki Staff 1204 using the
virtual currency sgimilar to real world auction sites such as
eBay.com.

Another action the user can take with a virtual item such
as Tiki Staff 1204 1is to trade it with another user for
another virtual item. Using Navigation Menu 602, Trading Post
Web Page 2300 (FIG. 23) may be displayed on the monitor of the
user’s computer. The user’s current Virtual Items 2302 that
are available for trade are displayed, including Tiki Staff

1204. By clicking in Check Box 2304, the user can select Tiki

-12 -
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user to type in the nane of the virtual item of

interest as 5 shown in FIG 18. Pressing the enter key
wonoa/dephboard while the pointer is within EnPCcy/uB2003/036271

1702, or clicking on Search Shops Button 1802,

stdirgpl3a Ny ketplaces Seasgh ResuhbenVeh mage 24900The user
(FIG 19). Price List 1902 shows the_results of the

mayeaf it +RdRcatISRGIChe i THEY eRREBY | 888 1580y aSkégking on
stfa@% B¥ddd nQt RS UserSs deorrd ubisl Whaf frrdes ofetd NPage 2500

many different aspects of the entertainnent web site
(BIS.t 85ear nFrem mafopr vilredas el efegepofpP dhe user can

r %igbkﬁe pAT lgyrﬁri%kahg%ﬁt@ahceqsﬂaiigi 1.5t aght daP%s02.
can be very val uabl e and rnmportant to game play for
t he Anseher Angpietbi tthe tisier cahobalei ohth theigerlcdieps such
hen, ech hge for  Ti ki;xtatt 1204 for;gesale h
agpur%glége%q%ﬁffat E%b%selr stshg%l.‘%UséLE: Shop aV\é lnge 20(%IOt e
usgeE.G R20¥rsihmyws afakn tSt aFFC.1204 | eliwvinshebpf thige user on
Sal e, | 2 ' h ' OR, W a ki,ng -
R
FIH.G2614, Ctickkiqgbpy thee usser on Fumit20BWptfor 1312 causes

Auction 14 ol se op_Up Me a .
odg) @b oRod P708 15 2BS “THE B Peor S Ay P mur ForCRiD by ehe
uAUSES DoAtC hirobs 206 Pagkl 2280:51FlaGp2?2)ut melmer (not shown)
di s Iag}ed. ,Onl [

th irst.t it ti | t
1353 en e g Ly eddenbt Fg LFFH te s AL L uPhen, §Bym by
th‘.fif aisfherllzozthm?mscérem ualaéjle;ctkeel Ezm \g:‘sifdolteihlalt Sh&f@nﬁZO‘l to
(0] Ist O cti.on te ot
SR oFETIah Hoarh ST AR PP esbachs g 1 AL04 Tsifhncha
FMidklettdl wBHERERASY nSvMcbalapOed calniwe@ihg auet ieResi keg while

such as eBay.com Another actjan the user, can_tak
ERG (PPUSS i RRUHISY ¢ Hin BALREID %ﬂsﬁﬂlkigﬁ%?trl%o‘%ﬁsg?%‘l' oxr

clifddag bnWatheanethenuusen boss @D hedt sttiwall 1yt @éfensfer
Usi %% Navi ggtl on Menu 602, Tradi ng Post VWb Page 2300
TJ(kFL| 1 g

a58) 148§ BECWi SPPayRer oh TR UMnitColther 3Cregunt o the

£S5 @ %s%?”ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ&a%g@eillzlsgéi@ctﬁilﬁrf efx \d7okaual phpead 28022802

that are avallable for trade are displayed, I ncluding
(FRGe 28) afif IR U sBRYER) cRPAGCHRithebRaBox1hB04tathel204
hatS €M e@dn %@b@ﬁt thki 5 - 321V6, 2004{,04440Qugh  Message Text

PCT/ US2003/ 036271
2804. Your Items Web Page 2900 (FIG. 29) will be displayed to
the fellow user who received Tiki Staff 1204 as indicated by
Message Text 2902. Tiki Staff 1204 is also displayed as one
of the virtual items in the fellow user’s 1list of Virtual
Items 2904.

Another action the user can take with a virtual item such
as Tiki Staff 1204 is to just keep the virtual item for later
use. Referring again to FIG. 14, clicking by the user on Put
Into Your Safety Deposit Box 1410 collapses Pop Up Menu 1402
as shown in FIG. 30. Clicking by the user on Submit Button
1312 causes Pop Up Box 3102 (FIG. 31) to be displayed. This
automatically transfers Tiki Staff 1204 into the user’s safe

deposit box area of the user’s account for safe keeping until

-13.-
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Staff 1204 to create a trade as shown in FIG 24. The
user nmay type in a nessage in Text Entry Box 2306.
wabkbehouemoon Start Tradi ng Button 2308 ret ur nBCY@SL003/036271
Trades Wb Page 2500 (FIG 25). From Your Trades Wb
tlrFéag&sa5OQidC|’i@e@SEto cankkle resstiwl t herismdeviph cthekivigtual
..on Ca Thi s on 2502. Anot her tion _the |,
e ARt e TIPS [ DlalCFpaRF o AEHT AQOR-ki Chigking By
the2QdsdrS chocgb¥e Ahd aBo a['cgls‘ma Bacapat Beoe S@fes Your Safety
cllcklng by the_user on

f F
D%ecifg&rTloé] a%i%lf’ 2 r‘?t@%ﬂog W1 (BEpEes® Boptop Hendt Suyeds This

alltat icB11) Ehénsbs @ilkaKisharby1bbe Uses @k SBUA'ls safety
Button 1312 causes Pop Up Box 2702 (FIG 27) to bhe

deRsPILapess. aeﬁﬁcre#nﬁhﬁyuﬁﬁé S UREFOYH Covth WiokeErdng until

£t | LsEeVerlci@cROPL &P tRRBU {MHhehOWBYioh | $4itRY the virtual
previously identified fellow web site users known by

itege udekl” FRatfisef0hats slé%c%}éavrt Fginge thickil iStafof Yirtual
124 30020 fithe, fald %‘Qe‘i’sgr sgfép&@fyoeﬂt' %o§e!a§§y on Box

2704 (Samantha Flicker) which is now col |l apsed.
Hi t Anegheheaehienr Wy Uit eant hekaouseh poiritrugls item such

aé“%ﬂﬂﬂ'glé@ﬂ|T2@4S§|e%%' v@o%h%794rt8%} Qkéﬁkh goHQ of the
Gve ItemButton 2708 wll automatically trans

usHKis Staffal2pdt$ rarnaddengsée’ shacpavmbetars reestaadndolahted by

cflf 85 23cLol ot ‘%%%égdz §é ayedo! ol 9411 AN REE7 QY cne

Pop Up Box 280 I'spl aye
udeardiopaEangpt Bama kilaGt2afdoll2pdes hagp tiaenVI@weJMOtzo ag shown

, Wy yser | , a ex I
lr{/\?b Ggaag 29%%11(?%#%\1 . )%V%I Igl% :E;re %I sp}?alytecﬁﬁq_'ol{:ront tﬁ%’ﬁ causes
Pdpel[Upokoys @84 02hoOFI@ceidledtolibe dSeaflhyd@04 Hsid nad,it@maedically

b Text 2902. Tiki, . Staff 12 o
qély?pl ayezsgseon:ix BFt ﬁlgmviljrlt E&fﬂgﬁ?g'}m Wﬁﬁh ef gT]r]wa Staff

1204¢er ' shigst ief \Arrdmaltedltdm;s 2004sadw ot hrerctact3i4cml4.t hesing
user .can ake t items as Ti ff

na3GReER, MEG Fohao i PR barch s HSR, BRSe 1pBbo 3 TE. 35)

malys ehe Refsgﬂrajy@g agaithd andliGorl4éf cdHeCckisag’By ddguitser A1l
Put | nt,0 ur S it Box,1410 col ses Po

o it 482 Ve Bt SB08 a6 SHfrEei dochyting SaRalan

35mer Bga Sup Mk ift NenigdSilch aeusese PP ki Boxdcid2Game Web

nGas§31) to be |s | ayed. ThIS automatical ly
% s Y 3§t af ale%%, AreBlered uskr t§lesé"’fcéllt°r of the

user’s computer. Battledome Game Web Page 3600 is a game
within the web site that utilizes the virtual pets, such as
Samalan 3504. A list of Virtual Items 3602 that Samalan 3504
is equipped with is shown, including Tiki Staff
1204. Scrolling down the web page will reveal more of the
Virtual Items 3602.

Another action the user can take with a virtual item such
as Tiki Staff 1204 is to communicate with other users about
the wvirtual item through a message board within the web
site. Using Navigation Menu 602, Chat Web Page 3700 (FIG. 37)
may be displayed on the monitor of the user’s

computer. Clicking by the user on Trading/Auctions Icon 3702
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35 deposit box area of the user's account for safe

keepi ng until -13 WD 2004/ 044709 PCT/ US2003/ 036271
woheo4gen9 deci des to take anot her action with PO®US2003/036271

virtual item This is indicated by Message Text 3104.

cddd K PadIng t REAUSRICtABNE! 06D APgEg&0 3800SDEFIRUL BB to be
3106 causes Your Safety Deposit Box Wb Page 3200

dignlayeg2)n ¢hise MMd5Pay 6d. LRI 55T anit 6ABRT R 1 y Clicking by

tHd aﬂ§£§r%nT'dﬁeagbafﬁoa%ao‘hﬂﬂ'H 40 USeiesS 8pELEtY A Message
deposit box area of the user's account for safe

BQ@é@p YRp urge 390 (BEF- AR des e aRRlafRst-heSeyErpon text

eﬂ’ﬂnréh E&Eeé” fidabrot{®y foKi 5L ahgeiLZQ_éb | sheW Si¥QWhation,
lTst of Virtual Itens 3202 within the

m;silelrdl@gs@pérdeﬁié@ﬁt Tpsk Bresy QoK A&%Q%erlr&cﬁrue@ﬁ {reup Text
Eerl‘cggf £GP sake Wohh %e\é'c.rr&ﬂé‘ioﬂlt%gk@%ﬁtr?s Kzl f arcer

Isto give the virtual 1temto one of the user's
tha r tusgslr pées atcepedi ngnt d-hiche desiamet eisfesnabldnshed made

%lzec:itl%te&%sm%goﬁll %ﬁéﬁ% %%9%4 sﬁ&vﬂ: Ilq'i IJ'J.AG C3'9' c:K:'lr:].%k;lng

user o 12 col | 'apses Pop 'Up
ori\/mmﬁatmz/lwaghomala BnthblG 33® Iy i ke ngsday atllrem@stelcally
on Subm t Button 1312 causes Up B
p%sz:)s ;’%3'1 me a&ea beo&'lr IS Al roerarl%{gldcglol ;/?g:a%ﬁgé Auctlons
Weh rHagel 3;8@10 napedFiGantl)ards WeslsapheBdakd B3 f Gﬁmally,
Thi s is_indi atdb Text 3404, Usin
20GHA ght PONLNBNCE 6520 QuP R el €F Enct vbb PHEE 3500 Message
Bc(aEIdGA(G)&) a20 smmyrnbéndlﬁ‘igl aged ’oradn“rre; rrord tmrctafontsh@eb Page
copput er user' S Vi rtual Pet

er's
38 IR B he RN sl B o4 TeRGRVE ReTg - dnd an
111(\d&\da@:abh0rtH%’lLb16ﬂ2meiB@égé eHase veane @AﬁitedPage 36@@onse to
FIG 36 y [ ay n the rmnltor of
M a0 BT AP028as BY eH e S e PAIIS6BEoFE £002 as
sHgATE 2D mid.hign,t manehesishget Wab whigki 2@90t he \duto,pmayed on
pets, such as Samal an 3504 Alist of Virtual Ite

CHEROBOR hatT Saial GIF 3509 9 s COHRV T Vi TUlEhGRAL Of the

rddpdnédi A Fokhd SrafdespbdBd. nSEEd iaa@2down the web
page will reveal nore_of the Virtual Itenms 3602. 30

AnotfFSr 43t iBPvishe? udPVc AHATHRE \PF hal \AHQpdmenteRf the
me I S thekbrStahf 12A4disnt.0 ferEHAi LAt WHN raldiers, in

users about

step 4302 an item code is offered to a customer at a retail
store, a place of business, or other promotional site in one
of the ways described above. In step 4304 instructions are
provided with the item code directing the customer to visit a
web site, the instructions including the URL of the web
gite. In step 4306 the customer, wutilizing a computer
eqguipped with a web browser, a connection to the Internet, and
a display device, such as a computer monitor, accesses the web
site utilizing the URL address.

A sgerver computer associated with the web site in step
4308 returns to the customer’s computer a web page for display
on the customer’s monitor providing instructions to the user

regarding the item code. The customer then follows the
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the virtual itemthrough a nessage board within the

web site. Using Navigation Menu 602, Chat Wb Page
wWOZ0/gFI0s 37) nmay be displayed on the nonitecTal200be36271

user's 35 conputer. Cicking by the user on
iﬁrsﬁﬂdid&g/oﬁlécglr@{}idég 08nd 7872t ersl 4 DD 2004 &/ Qthere provided

PCT/ US2003/ 036271 causes Tradi ng And Auctions Wb
fpagensgbbe (PR 289t o2 S§PEHFEy et on 1T nBATE oritbf Step
43de user’ sceonmagher .tid i gki-pgr b¥ombheeusefe Qi voeati®e item

Board Link 3802 causes Create A Message Board Wb
cPifge BIOTSERPGES0)I 48 150 dgi s indy e TUSEertal Thextouptomer’s
ciPuePOXeSe Bl BaBE O\fbge%i%,g&a_tfhqnafi@atil@%eeh@r virtual item

information, Tncluding Board Name Text Entry Box .
tr@gnzt,f}q n‘ft’leﬁ*fé@!er@@?p Fexrirentthyopek $he4 itgnd code. If it
1DeSEEL AL 0N TeXt SEBLT %3BeX (3906.c1Rf tesr dis USLE R8Se item

typed in the desired information or made sel ections
cddesmtpulent gewntpgin g odhsabur®s G St3®, 48PBeki ng 10

on gfe%.tte "\%aséé.gaerﬁ%%ﬁd 1BULLQn 3998 l'l%ﬁﬁ:lﬂ]%hlés’‘?:rustomer does

aut onat | call y posts the nessage board just created to
nofy ddivieg mavg Ateti opdes\Vieb Ralger 3806 siae Ste@ 4806 gbe home

SS Boar . neral | f erj f .
patl\éeerreo,%go eer%veg)séggéw rg%@%o%%h?% ”k?gogspgagq% Olsﬁgg:rh% X&BZSlte’
ismasrshownedn tle gtdd. clisadinag’ AncoApcteons b sRage 4%Hl8 the
cuss O(I)nerrl‘a%l bee% upl% te%d W xtﬂg]tlrlmr et ngsesr? er k%1(r)narn S, r%r'\]fq_dgg for

Fha Cat i'6R 1At Ohe ressige Has Beef posted in ¥
by espponse boteMebsageheBoardudDORtenBys )claicekiirgdon
Mes e Board 4002 as _.shown in FIG 41, Chat ssa
Veb FRYgE94 2065 5 i Ll hFed P8R Phe HOITIGIG fhe MLl be
urldEHs't®odo Ut tHoselT ek fllleld tiextrlodf dhe tRA:resppnsdahSes in
found in Respgnse ssage 4202. F] G.,43 shows_a flow |,
CREGESER. BRSO et t67 LHe STRERHER SR A1b PHIgRFions
off N¥B8t ii9frenBebar g NoWgdesd-| GhedSelvds $teRod80depBrting
itemcode is offered to a custoner at a retail store,
o IR SEPPBUST neds PTEFEBE heR Vot onal site in one
25 of the ways descri bed above. In step 4304
instructions are provided with the item code
directing the custonmer to visit a web site, the
instructions including the URL of the web site. In
step 4306 the custoner, utilizing a conputer
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equi pped with a web browser, a connection to the

Internet, and 30 a display device, such as a conputer
waonmi4toas709 accesses the web site utilizing thePUORIDS2003/036271

address. A server conputer associated with the web

site in step 4308 returnsgihgvthe customer's conputer

a web page for display on the custoner's nonitor
WhartovisdEhgiredt¥sict i ons to the user 35 regarding the

item code. The custoner then follows the -15 WD

2004/ 044709 PCT/ US2003/036271 instructions provided
Claidh ént ePsmethieod tfay evdBahherentpringegetadt I ashend
udiED tﬁ}ggfiénﬁn sibpd $ithe {ReMA9Pe LBmSEERingt310. In

step 4312 the server conputer receives the item code,

pr odessesffaring drhnonds, aanteast wigs rebai hesewsteomar ' sitem

S, .C ter . page for display indicating the
@%F}?§EH ?%%ﬁ? lat the customer has acquired through

t he (bb emesbereing fbyi tsaidscdeteran medd Atemepod83 14 tthaeb

t he cu h nore item codes to enter, then
p%%%f%oﬁkgg?%?ﬁﬁﬁﬁfstep 4308. If it is determned in

st egcd3ldethatindie cuistoakridoeso iseidotubereemuteough
titee cgggs_tg(fnter, then in step 4316 the hone page
Bt "PReShed’ sT1%, or sone other web page of the web

sitgd) iattetzimeddid vhetcaktioner by senputestodar stiepin

4318 the_custoner may now i nteract within the
ERsWePofifERt provided for by the web site with the

virtual item(s) acquired. is Having described the
clyiesent ThA¥endtldy ddcowtlihgbes dirder st epdrdéiyn tdwise

skilled in the art that many changes in construction
oL FF WMPIBF§P ot HF ST GOBRBOI T Hent s and appl i cations  of

t he noRveBkh 0R MWd lsasbogestoldieibebueshakd hoWroduct in

departing fromthe scope of the present inventjon.

20 |
conpgngEl op 0wl oA PRI PEFPUERD 0 656871 TtamarkBe Wakpugl said

at€l1dagRdohs: r& 2 Isburbe b had 4 efisiBieal | y enhanci ng
retail sales and

Claim 3. The method according to claim 2 further comprising
the step of:
printing on a promotion al card said item code offered to

said customer and a URL for said web page of the web site.

Claim 4. The method according to claim 2 further comprising
the step of:

printing an instruction on said promotional card
directing said customer to ente r said item code in said web

page on the web site in order to redeem saild virtual item.

Claim 5. The method according to claim 1 wherein the web site

and said at least one retail source are jointly owned.

Claim 6. The method according to claim 1 further comprising

the step of:

- 17 -



2 user traffic on a web site, the nethod conpri sing:
(a) offering through at |east one retail source an
woOnemwo4d70gode to a customer; (b) entering by saCduUs2003/036271
custoner said itemcode in a web 6 page on the web
Si t @hehCihé B4l NiRG anMi L4 i@lad heAt0osal fottiSt @Ri-ce are
through 8 the web site; and (d) utilizing said
nayi dedably temasy SaabLish i WrORPR1on (RITRETRES SpEween

thg @aeg' 2i cdhedrethed saceosshi ngvd eethal Mduvhens husahdly

fering step further conprises: not requir ing said
emgp@nbhet@etwrlc wadesachrorhsbtat nlegsgorpantetdhl viqurce

arspicllof ke i ing 0f; sahdchtepisedet hrough said at |east
one retalil source to sald custonmer. Claim 3. The

met hod according to claim2 further conprising 2 the
Clstiep 7of : The imatihng ewcarpiegid ciadh ¢afdrsiay qopi sing
thCeOds eoff]ered to 4 said customer and a URL for said
Iége of the web site. Cdaim4. The nethod
accmeciumglmg) sdigl wuatbuet ey mombeEsi AgoZe tdfe astpepdof:t or

printi ng,an instr Wetion. on sai Q %o l.gard
& fiFeErT nbns%?n uclzllfs 8rx}e¥vl 0 SZn ng% sgP é maglode ltem code
tcsaaddwehst@age on the web site in order to redeem sal d
virtual item Caimb5. The rret hod accordi ng to claim

1\/\here| the wepb site |d a one retail
CI&dy Ee Z %‘i}}ﬁqb ;?C&ﬁﬁéang %h% %oqcomprlsmg
tRCeekedi Bg: to claim1 further corrprl sing 2 the step

of : -17 V\D 20Q4/ Q44709 PCT/ US20 /03627% Jede 2’9 yzve

si t ¥DERATR%I R HtEasP ond T BHAGTUESHr R S AHosEct or 2
picdibkkycowneth sestabki shé N JRILARDYI Sfnedy esyteMlishing a

between the web site and said _at |east _one retail
PIOBIREdent BIFRRMFNY PetEesRhER '$h&1t6t aPf Sl nagrfagiyrer

oxatﬁalleagko@ﬂﬁelr At SAUL §eentdittel BBeUSEFa1T afdfliee OB said
the web site
one of said product or said service at said at least one

retail source and the user traffic on the web site.

Claim 9. The method according to claim 7 wherein said web
page returned to said web browser is a web -based game on the

web site.

Claim 10. The method according to clalm 2 wherein said web -
based game is associated with said one of said product or said

service.

Claim 11. The method according to claim 10 wherein said web -
based game has at least one character associated with said
product and at least one character associated with the web

site.

Claim 12. The method according to claim 7 further comprising

the steps of:
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Caim?7. The nmethod according to claim1 further

conprising 2 the step of: requiring said custoner to
wouowvas®oa one of a product or 4 a service i RCT/US2003/036271

conjunction with said offering of sai d itemcode to

sai grgﬂﬁiﬂﬁaidgi%m 8odbe, fEded t8Cc691 dli At dohed! BhMsdid
further conprising 2 the step of.: when the web site
prafdcs  nehefsist $PaE dFeBageiprisdiet BisElYy Py FfidePrafuct

ai eLyi ML ROL A} @1 ptd M @wngdg establishing a
d%r g%otéi %%é]gég‘%legerrgnt %etv\%{én&{% he web site and said

man@iast imera GRér £94i 82 pi oveRi@AILoORUERRI TSP &rifianee a one
of @%iﬁe%%éucs@!ogs gtggiisﬁégka&rlﬁs%fo Saldappedyeds or said

service at sai gast one retail source and the
user traffic on the web site. Claim9. The net hod o
Cladoondi ngThe mdtdiodh Zcwhedg tsaicdawabl? Pagdiarecompeising

to said b browser is a web-based gane on the web
thsel 6Pt (\é\lf'm 10. The method according to claim?9

whepeiint sag dsaigh 12 ehasede gaiieresl &oseeidt@tbeunelr oai d

one of said pr.oduct .or, sai.d _service.. i 1..T
par%ftaﬁéagag%ror cﬁl(r%igpt%d%ftél mwrfl%e\ﬂﬁer é‘?ﬁ ls%rg Jv.\%dg)e 5 Egged
vigdid ehdsomtarl easisidaeof hsaat trerckagsogi abed with sai d

product and at_| east one.character associated . w th the.

web PALEF I aCItUgiLm%TE. SThe I?@geagréo?l?f 531 5 l\g:ealorrh Fid
pddkisbhag. conprising 2 the steps of: -18 WD 2004/ 044709

PCT/ US2003/ 036271 printing said itemcode offered to

said customer on said 4 product, wherein s%id item ., .
Cledde ts nbEe ViSiNeCe 2a6ROEAT grofuet™ ﬁﬁeflﬁlb her comprising
tHeagkagi 8g. of said product; and 6 printing a URL for

said web, page on the web site on a gne , of sajd ,

pr oBGEREH1I 2 dNFAEREHTIAY T $AFdOpr %wrer%%tm%s?ald

pa-grﬁ:{%gﬁﬁéhggr ?ec.ﬁ@ SirBeute, Chiadmeih2 shuat hering@rmet 86N irkets
t he steps of:
said custgmer to enter said item code in salid web page on the

web site in order to redeem said virtual item.

Claim 15. The method according to claim 13 wherein an element
of risk is introduced by not printing said item code on a
portion of a plurality of said product or on a portion of a
plurality of said packaging for said product used in
conjunction with said offering of said item code to said

customer.

Claim 16. The method according to claim 13 further comprising
the steps of:
entering said URL by said customer in a web browser; and
returning said web page to said web browser in response
to said entering said URL, wherein said web page has an entry

instruction for said item code.

Claim 17. The method according to claim 1 wherein said item

code is a one of a plurality of numbers, a plurality of

-19-



printing said itemcode offered to said custoner on a

4 packagi ng for said product, wherein said item code
wO200agu4709i si bl e from an outsi de of said packagCmgs2@ad36271

6 printing a URL for said web page on the web site on
1l s, PaCkBgHaGt yChal Byddo1dhermet et asgoidh rE &O

claim 13 further conprising 2 the step of: printing
plaralAsyr QEtPWHPEH  al6hEeHY . OF FYPPBUGct or said 4

packagi ng for said product, wherein said instruction

c1diiheeks $RL dnUMOHRECLQ1 SN Saka It gREode daRasai d
web page on the 6 web site 1n order to redeemsaid

vigitupdal ten e a0 ditaml Shaqesifdthea LactbEdithg G TEREE m
word dvaer eho ad), elseent 2 of risk is introduced by not

printing said itemcode on a portion of a plurality
of said product or on a portion of a 4 plurality of
Clgdind 19ac kdgé metfhed sardrgtegitet alséd inwhekemjuredidon

vﬂth';lsﬂgm é.ié i%[e ggagghéﬁédr ltee%equ to.spidh t%e web

CUSt ONEr . accor ingtoclaiml
sifter,t Wberebmpsdisl mg l2asheorsy emeoﬂfirm@brltrﬁjﬂ S& BOURL

id st oner . i I n gt urni ng
vl R e Bl D A e e 1
entering said URL, wherein said web page has an entry
Clﬁa:jnnszlor ucThemédtdrods acdoi-8 by ctuﬂe;la@tna'rlm ﬂﬂereTlh?e saetthed

ordln to cla‘l:[ml ere n.sgl Lc 0 arl isha cin

Sf<a ?%rvefﬁ A7 of “ROnbEry, eaSI U(I‘Da?IY of y—’l& WO
saZLQI)éfcoaléiQB el /MSR@G@/BBG@:B dtelikess, ome platealiityual
i S rrbo#lgncor ac rrbl natl n of ur.al |té/ of nunbers,

BF T Hsi]%afofh%aﬁrgt RoT-ACor'di ng to

obdadinind wﬁde}i&t&audleemrtual itemis an itemthat
exists only wwthin a virtual world of the web site.

19. The nethod according tqQ ¢laim1l wherein said
Clzal\m Piual THE TR TS ACPERt D (CARATy Fr PHSTC 1T SR

vith@aWeRtem can only be obtained by said customer through
said item code offered through said retail source, and

entering said item code in said web page on the web site.

Claim 22. The method according to claim 1 wherein said
virtual item is a one of a plurality of type of said virtual

item.

Claim 23. The method according to claim 22 wherein each of
said plurality of type of said virtual item is a one of a
plurality of variety of said plurality of type of said virtual

item.

Claim 24. The method according to claim 23 wherein said
plurality of type of said virtual item and said plurality of
variety of said plurality of type of said virtual item enhance
the element of risk and interest to said customer in obtaining

said virtual item.
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site, wherein said at | east one rare virtual itemis

nmore 4 valuable and desirable to obtain by said
woustioaen9 Cl ai m 20. The net hod accordi ng to ckarmsi®3/3e6271

wherein said at 2 least one rare virtual itemis at
cl=@asbsonerNargaineg weebehing S ¢latinl eashe Aieh \GRLGET Y

of said at |east one rare V|rtual 4 item enhances an
utdildgdRY BFeR | JKCHSE SaVRLEIRtomer in obtaini ng said

vi \S\Elé?‘kok&fﬁ% £ @il phga fetdied ReeoR T NO:di@ Glidicihl
1 erein said 2 virtual item can onlz be obtai ned by
o

iten yithsnomes v Gd§R. Weekpin ERlCoAETHIT et d CRFoBEH
puidiifg rg%%'vwaqe&t@ﬁduﬁ R ef=1Rg ; ﬁagglat&m%@@ kN
sai d"web page on the web site. Caim22. The nethod
vnsrc,t@@iidithgmﬁ cshddrai PRECWher e it sdrgualviFenam ifognPHst fon
<Ob ¢t sl Vi i L.em 1
R e B R e o T By
1t@ac hpofor 2t waied opl ar Arpdinafpasipaehf pege o iTidamept ahve,
I | f r o] [ u
siafoB, BB ol HERE Y g e S e R
saadcandtn@ltxt&mzﬁqm 23teherst n Saildg2spidralituplofiteypeo a
. [ iteman I j ty of
video o Pthicrd o B Sp SRt B en bt
paﬁmmeebeaeaﬁtaﬁludhgﬁ hydthaheﬂesntEo sad dowsisirgmer measage

obt ai_ni. aid virtual item 004/ 44
e AL O0s D ot B ot FEEDerEE REC RO cel dikg ot Ee
claim1 wherein said 2 utilizing step further
cuaimpabseSTh@ewéundd agcaﬁdﬁmjiuu1diwlmandwneméxnnyamﬂ th
said. virtu wherein
viGEiPaniFet Bame: GriSTRA Y i SOra SoLPELE LT AR SEas
orsAlfantBishi thad Ha@MBE' Gofe Wrirdlala it efBtsdlop, tepubttagding
said virtual itemup for tio E on_an auctlon web
EH&gEHf O5 HH IR oLt 851:?)1?1?%%%}?& %i §°6i YeRaT1tS8 item up
for trade on a trading post web page of said web site,

giving said virtual itemto a fellow web site user,
keepi ng
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10 said virtual itemfor |ater use, giving said
virtual itemto a virtual character of said custoner
weacowroditg to a set of 12 paraneters establi shedThg2dobe3s271
web site, and posting a nessage about said virtual
| tem oy azﬂesiagl@tﬁgérﬁozp'?nutttlh%lm@beﬁhzhﬁz:Lng(jx%ltml.ZGsales
The net hod according to claim1 wherein said 2 virtual
anft epehdsraf filcural #t yelbfsidiear BEPPEIOE CHRFLEE P past
one £}Jn0égt%1tl@ﬁ&n§ag pe JBRE: Vit MoetRicdnY kh Udbp | 41898
accord| ng Set ‘of paranmeters established by the
SpmebOS|4nﬁ a-Zb£W@:Q@U@YO44709 PCT/ US2003/ 036271 Cl ai m
ettt &h'aod%nfa%eebmgté@tmh $ak 8SpRofihon
user tra site e method conprising: (a)
toest aisd i siEmg a p rormtl on between the web site 4
SPovep” dpd i Qaéé%eé %mgﬁéeflfwr%é LR8B! g@@'@ from
ass &l at'et sa I'd” pronotion to a custoner;
saﬁ.éceusrtcmgen rasaadsetvrerccmbﬂrmmtterreﬂobﬂw@\ébl%pmerf‘F]@)]F@ugh
éalg é:US QuEr W%%I glt em code entered by said
& YEStBWET Throtigh "page of the web site; 10 (d)
ret wani rngetﬁrmmr@anfcdomesa/m steorvsal docmii)rmrst@mevi 2t ual
Jdtemthrou t he S|te (e) receiving from
Vl§nglch§?“b Oélgﬁ}lvgfrggl ' l? i npu t hrough the web
sitee) V\hﬁéc&hﬁfﬁ@l drcmsea)itmcusmbmeacaspw:ta‘iit114 ofaiidputs
vi rtual e h|nthe web site. Caim.z2
nEELh Py T4 ik SRR G Sra D PTG ey B
safidr ¥hefuL£0MYdns &S thnt e quil igigesai d custorrer to
purchase a product in 4 conjunction with said
offering of said itemcode to sa ner through

ISR orit S e RAP SR LR on 2l ey Par

of@kai i 28c dnirdiehegOoaBpSidg: 2 the step of: printi ng
on a pronotj onal card said item code offered to

sai BOE UEeSHET I Ngh §24 L URES FJIe s &R0 PHEBRPRY € é’frcidﬁgtwe%

co§1' L8t 16h a3 Qa1 Gher rethof et di Dgeh sdaicd 28id
urt her conpri si n%
customer through said promotion.

Claim 29. The method according to claim 28 further comprising
the step of:
printing on a promotional card said item code offered to

said customer and a URL for said web page of the web site.

Claim 30. The method according to claim 28 further comprising
the step of:

printing an instruction on said promotiocnal card
directing said customer to enter said item code in said web

page on the web site in order to redeem said virtual item.

Claim 31. The method according to claim 27 wherein the web

gite and said third party are jointly owned.

Claim 32. The method according to claim 27 wherein said third

party is a one of a retail sales source or a manufacturer.
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2 the step of: printing an instruction on said

pronotional card 4 directing said custoner to enter
weabd/muimm code in said web page on the web sPC®USm03/036271

order to redeemsaid virtual item Caim31l. The

met hod according to claim 27 wherein the web 2 site

L d LhLrd Bad ¥ y1ownedy £ AlR32Zonbhe

Cl%gﬁhgg'ac%%% Ing to 8 é\?%lgé]@&er eln said third OEIE sing
thpastypi sfa one of a retail sales source or a

menyl /944709, BCT/ 1)S2003/03627 L auct

d an %H%esar%e?dtzho té@%%r ﬁ%lq%o cl alym 273% urther nek o
a ceapLcsi iy ccmjlhl@}tsbepwt)tfh sraaqiuoﬁtfﬁglsgu@lf cisitdomspmt gode

ur chase one .of rodu t_or service in

anj uncr ‘g’o%m(':\'/\fttr%1 ar o?;l‘ rr?énogé gal d itemcode to

sai d custoner through said pronotion. Caim34. The
Claehaed . acThe dhetthdd ackair@iBy wherlein Sai wjhe/m:'m Zapdgweb

returpe sai d b wser is a_web 192118, on
patgt‘?ereg]éﬁngﬁgt%o %ﬁ]gr‘ﬁe&gr%%e%shod accoral F7TE it
wedd swherei n said web- 2 based gane i s associ at ed with
said one of said product or said. service. Caim36.
| ai m 33 _wherein sai

Th t hod di t
%&g‘ege gagg %gggé}3$g§§8r§+@ et By g%s‘gl?)%lf%‘tneﬁa\hdt Reb -

baildd gafle OdyICi s sutd adbdl Rash LMkl ohar act e4idsseehetedr said
with the web 4 site. Caim37. The nmethod according to

SedVafi-33 further conprising 2 the steps of: printing
said itemcode offered to s aid custoner on said 4

cligddgt . whergidhspiaecbleme ade d1%imots Vxlvl@él@ﬁl Ofk ISR WD -
product due to a packagi ng of said product; and 6

basednEprig BRURE fieRsEaPRS WBIP FEFeToASERS Rt e 6Atd

fya%ctognéaég HLAUCHOEL AL & HackagbNgc&@rwSal Ghe web
product. C aim 38. The nethod according to claim 33

sifigr-t her conprising 2 the steps of:

Claim 37. The method according to claim 33 further comprising
the steps of:

printing said item code offered to s aid customer on said
product, wherein said item code is not visible on said product
due to a packaging of said product; and

printing a URL for said web page on the web site on a one

of said product or said packaging for said product.

Claim 38. The method according to claim 33 further comprising
the steps of:

printing said item code offered to said customer on a
packaging for said product, wherein said item code is not
visible from an outside of said packaging; and

printing a URL for said web page on the web site on said

packaging.

Claim 39. The method according to claim 38 further comprising

the step of:
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printing said itemcode offered to said custoner on a

4 packagi ng for said product, wherein said item code
wO200agu4709i si bl e from an outsi de of said packagCmgs2@ad36271

6 printing a URL for said web page on the web site on
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product, erein said instruction directs sa
wefusticeeint ordemntisr rededni sad codEueA $56W- web page on
the 6 web site in order to redeen1sa|d virtual item
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of txemkcmdemtrrcaiuqm?r toyonobfplalrpillmlsauyl n;tersamﬁepp@dact
or_,on a.portjon af a Lu [ I
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plﬁtai&t& bf esa tbdedkagiagdfob saist preduct ased 40 The

.accordi ng .t Ia|n139 ur.t. Qnpr k Si the
R OP Brrerg, SHEA- UM By “EHC b oot B T % e
clytenzer.; and 4 returnlng sald web page to sald meb

browser in response to said entering said URL,

wher ei_n sa e . an entry n ction for .
T U e b S e A a2 B St aRcbp ey HpnbRising
tid ait@pd7owherein said |ten1 2 code is a one of a

plurality of nunbers, a plurality of  letters,
pl urFRItEEyRSf S %V%ﬁ%ﬁsbyoﬁghgcﬁnﬁt 4 on 8f ¥§ 4browser' and

Pl unlthiritifg SHHD&S D, phebt €5 Ssaidl w%}bl'fbebﬁseﬁ jal I’ﬁe%@onse
The net hod accordln%ﬁto claim 27 wherein sa

Ly iseigarnf eBmg Saf PRem Vhetsgkissts BRPyPIFt m%% gn entry

indeirhid@h on Wbt dsfq tikenvwebasi te. O aim 44. The net hod
according to claim27 wherein said 2 virtual itemis

at | east one rare virtual itemon the web . o
Claim 42. The method according to claim 27 wherein said item

code is a one of a plurality of numbers, a plurality of
letters, a plurality of symbols, or a combination of a

plurality of numbers, letters, or symbols.

Claim 43. The method according to claim 27 wherein said
virtual item is an item that exists only within a virtual

world of the web site.

Claim 44. The method according to claim 27 wherein said
virtual item is at least one rare virtual item on the web
gite, wherein said at least one rare virtual item is more

valuable and desirable to obtain by said customer.

Claim 45. The method according to c¢laim 44 wherein said at
leagt one rare virtual item is at least one variety, wherein

said at least one variety of said at least one rare virtual
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site, wherein said at | east one rare virtual itemis

nmore 4 valuable and desirable to obtain by said
woustioaen9 Cl ai m 45. The net hod accordi ng to ckarmsge3/036271

wherein said at 2 least one rare virtual itemis at
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of said virtual 4 item Caim49. The nethod
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iagecording to claim 27 wherein said 2 utilizing step
further conprises: performng an action by said
customer with said virtual 4 itemwthin the web
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pl\ﬁ!rr hual, bf e frokasal @1ftfha§la'1@eﬁlu§£@n§élc§ Hutantvgl of
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page of said site, giving said virtual itemto a

s&igl Vawtweb smﬁB user, keeping io said virtual itemfor
| at er use, giving said virtual itemto a

Claim 50. The method according to claim 27 wherein said
utilizing step further comprises:

performing an action by said customer with said virtual
item within the web site, wherein said action is a one of
putting said virtual item up for sale in said customer’s
virtual items shop, putting said virtual item up for auction
on an auction web page of said web site, putting said virtual
item up for trade on a trading post web page of said web site,
giving said virtual item to a fellow web site user, keeping
said virtual item for later use, giving said virtual item to a
virtual character of said customer according to a set of
parameters established by the web site, and posting a message

about said virtual item on a message board on the web site.
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virtual character of said custoner according to a set
of 12 paraneters established by the web site, and
weasddioagioa message about said virtual item onPar/us2003/036271
nmessage board on the web site. 25 WD 2004/044709
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Q}'{{ r%%?%%r el %ljosal d 2 VIF{-;!CT7 item has a pllur al |lty
vmfcuaﬁ:am@m drdsstei pduandiby crfe@tara@ﬁ@rmw-ﬁ Grc R4t Leant
fgggglg\%\t&astalcgan ﬁ@rlle 'vs @%g%“i%{)@'l?guaf' 102 a%%tordlng
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