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April 1980 (51) INT. CL.3 A63H 19/30 (52) Index at acceptance A6S  19A4E1 -
(72) Inventor DOUGLAS JAMES CLEMINSON (54) MODEL RAILWAY TRACK -(71)   We,
RovBx LIMITED, a British  coupled together alternatively in a comple-
Company, of Westwood, Margate, Kent, mentary reverse aspect for the
formation do hereby declare the invention, for which  of a straight length
of track, or in a com- we pray that a patent may be granted to us, mon
aspect by deformation of the rail-form- 5 and. the method by which it is to
be per- ing portions for the formation of a curved 50 formed, to be
particularly described in and  length of track. by the following
statement:-             Preferably the synthetic plastics material This
invention relates to track for model is an acetyl resin or high density
polythene railways and has been devised with the  and the ends of the
sleeper portion are -for- 10 general object of providing a track unit med
with recesses for lockably receiving 55 which, in association with one or
more  complementary terminal portions of the rail- similar units, can be
used alternatively to  forming portions of an adjacent identical form
straight or curved lengths of track  component or unit. as may be required.
A typical track component or unit in ac- 15  A track system for model
vehicles has to  cordance with the invention - and its mode 60 comprise,
inter alia, straight sections of of use. - is hereinafter described with
re- varying lengths and curved sections of vary- ference to the
accompanying drawings, in ing radii to enable a circuit to be built with-
which: in an available space.                   Fig. 1 is a plan view of
the unit; 20  It is expensive to tool up for these   Fig. 2 is a' side view
of the unit;   65 varieties of parts and it is difficult for the  Fig. 3 is
an end view of the unit; and manufacturer to know how many of each    Figs.
4 and 5 are plan views showing al-- to make relative to the others and
equally  ternate modes of coupling two units as for the retailer to know
how many of each  shown in Figs. 1 to 3. 25 to buy. Further, the consumer
is limited in    Referring firstly to Figs. 1 to 3 the model 70 the variety
of circuits he can construct by  railway track unit therein shown in a uni-
the quantity of each section which he pos- tary moulding of a somewhat
resilient syn- sesses.                                thetic plastics
material such as one of those The general object of the present inven-
mentioned above. The unit comprises a 30 tion is to overcome the foregoing
difficul- sleeper portion I from which rail-forming 75 ties by providing
only one unit of track  portions A and B extend in opposite direc- which,
depending on the way it is assem- tions. The sleeper portion is formed with
bled to its neighbours, enables the user to  rail chairs 2, and with
bearers 3 which are make up straight or curved lengths in an  recessed for
slidably receiving base flanges 35 almost unlimited variety of
configurations. 4 formed at the free ends of the rail-form- 80 In
accordance with the invention there- ing portions A and B of identical
units. Each fore a model railway track unit comprises  bearer 3 has a pair
of opposite deformable an integral structure made of moulded  locking
fingers 5 which are adapted to co- 



synthetic plastics material and having a  operate with pairs of stops 6 on
opposite 40 sleeper portion and two resiliently deform- sides of the rail
portion ends of identical 85 able  rail-forming  portions  of unequal units
to lock the units one to another. The length extending in opposite
directions from  sleeper portion also has three holes 7 for respective ends
of the sleeper portion, the  receiving the shanks of fixing pins. unequal
length of the rail-forming portions The main characteristic feature of the
45 being such as to permit two such units to be unit is that the
rail-forming portions A and 90    1 565 433 B are of different length, the
difference  extending in opposite directions  from  re- being a function of
the gauge of the track  spective ends of the sleeper portion, the and the
required radius of the track curves.   unequal length of the rail-forming
portions The unit which is shown could be suit-  being such as to permit
two such units to 5 able for the formation of a 3.5" gauge 3.5  be coupled
together alternatively in a com- foot radius track layout. The sleeper por-
plementary reverse aspect for the forma- 40 tion 1 of the component is 6
inches long  tion of a straight length, of track or in. a and .625
incheswide and the length of one  common aspect by deformation of the rail-
rail-forming portion (A), measured from the  forming portions for the
formation of a 10 longitudinal. centre line of the sleeper por-  curved
length of track. tion 1, is 3.156 (3.5") inches whilst the    2. A model
railway track unit according 45 length of the other rail-forming portion
(B)  to claim 1 wherein the ends of the sleeper is 3.440 (3j") inches.
.        portion have recessed parts for lockably re- Fig. 4 shows how
units are coupled to-  ceiving complementary parts at the free ends 15
gether in a complementary reverse aspect of the rail-forming portions of an
adjacent to form a straight length of track, the rail-  identical component
or unit.          50 forming portions A and B of respective units    3. A
model railway track unit accord- being straight, parallel and. undeformed.
ing to claim 2 wherein each recessed part Fig. 5 however shows how units
are coup-  is a bearer having inwardly directed fingers 20 led together in
a common aspect to form a  adapted to co-operate with stop members curved
length of track, the rail-forming  formed adjacent the end of a
rail-forming 55 portions A and B of respective units being  portion of an
identical component or unit. slightly deformed into concentric curves.
4. A model railway track unit substan- Using a plurality of identical units
asde-  tially as hereinbefore described with refe- 25 scribed, and by
.suitable selection of their  rence to, and as shown in, the accompany-
modes of coupling, as explained it will be  ing drawings.
60 readily apparent that a wide variety of track    5. A model. railway
track comprising a configurations can be achieved.    .       plurality of
connected units as claimed in WHAT WE CLAIM  IS                        any
of the preceding claims. 30   1. A  model railway track unit com-
MARKS & CLERK prising an integral structure made of mpul-         Chartered
Patent Agents ded synthetic plastics material and having a       57-60
Lincolns Inn Fields, sleeper portion and two resiliently deform-
London, WC2A 3LS. able rail-forming portionsof unequal length     Agents
for the applicant(s) Printed for Her Majesty's stationery Office by The
Tweeddale Press Ltd., Berwick-upon-Tweed, 1980. Published at the Patent
Office  25 Southampton Buildings, London, WC2A 1AT, from which copies 
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2 B are of different length, the difference  extending in opposite
directions from  re- 35 being a function of the gauge of the track
spective ends of the sleeper portion, the and the required radius of the
track curves.  unequal length of the rail-forming portions The unit which
is shown could be suit- being such as to permit two such units to 5 able
for the formation of a 3.5" gauge 3.5  be coupled together alternatively in
a com- foot radius track layout. The sleeper por- plementary reverse aspect
for the forma- 40 tion 1 of the component is 6 inches long  tion of a
straight length of track or in a and .625 inches wide and the length of one
common aspect by deformation of the rail- rail-forming portion (A),
measured from the  forming portions for the formation of a 10 longitudinal
centre line of the sleeper por- curved length of track. tion 1, is 3.156
(3.5") inches whilst the    2. A model railway track unit according 45
length of the other rail-forming portion (B) to claim 1 wherein the ends of
the sleeper is 3.440 (3.5") inches.                   portion have recessed
parts for lockably re- Fig. 4 shows how units are coupled to- ceiving
complementary parts at the free ends 15 gether in a complementary reverse
aspect of the rail-forming portions of an adjacent to form a straight
length of track, the rail- identical component or unit.       50 forming
portions A and B of respective units   3. A model railway track unit
accord- being straight, parallel and undeformed.   ing to claim 2 wherein
each recessed part Fig. 5 however shows how units are coup- is a bearer
having inwardly directed fingers 20 led together in a common aspect to form
a  adapted to co-operate with stop members curved length of track, the
rail-forming  formed adjacent the end of a rail-forming 55 portions A and B
of respective units being  portion of an identical component or unit.
slightly deformed into concentric curves.    4. A model railway track unit
substan- Using a plurality of identical units as de- tially as hereinbefore
described with refe- 25 scribed, and by suitable selection of their  rence
to, and as shown in, the accompany- modes of coupling, as explained it will
be  ing drawings.                        60 readily apparent that a wide
variety of track    5. A model railway track comprising a configurations
can be achieved.          plurality of connected units as claimed in WHAT
WE CLAIM  IS: -                   any of the preceding claims. 30  1. A
model railway track unit com-             MARKS & CLERK prising an integral
structure made of moul-      Chartered Patent Agents. ded synthetic
plasticsmaterial and having a    57-60 Lincolns Inn Fields, sleeper portion
and two resiliently deform-       London, WC2A 3LS. able rail-forming
portions of unequal length    Agents for the applicant(s) Printed for Her
Majesty's Stationery Office by The Tweeddale Press Ltd.,
Berwick-upon-Tweed, 1980. Published at the Patent Office, 25 Southampton
Buildings, London, WC2A 1AY, from which copies may be obtained.    


