An | SA-conpati bl e conputer system (100) includes an additional function key
on.its keyboard (150). The additional function key does not have a defined
function for conventional |SA-standard conputers. \Wen a conventi onal

al phanunmeric key or function key is activated on the keyboard, the conputer
system (100) is interrupted using IRQL (154) and the key information is
comuni cated to the conputer system (100) so that the conputer system (100)
can respond in a conventional manner using a conventional keyboard

i nterrupt handling routine. When the additional function key and an

al phanunmeric key are activated in conbi'nation, a second interrupt different
fromthe IRQL interrupt is activateggdma®y |RAS (222)). The conputer
system (100) responds to the second Interrupt by inputting an
identification of the activated al phanuneric key and perform ng a sel ected
predeterm ned function in response thereto. The handling of the second
Interrupt is perfornmed broareepsr 8b0® KBV eFuN@RTIdNEYR Ng routine within the
conput er syst em ( 100) MBCROPRGIC ESBORIBASHIR IcOMPUTERAEES®RE St ay resi dent
(TSR) prograns that intercept conventional keyboard inputs cannot readily

I ntercept keyboard input initiated by the additional function key.

An ISA-compatible computer system (100) includes an
additional function key on its keyboard (150). The additional
function key does not have a defined function for conventional
ISA-standard computers. When a conventional alphanumeric key or
function key is activated on the keyboard, the computer system
(100) is interrupted using IRQ1 {(154) and the key information is
communicated to the computer system (100) so that the computer
system (100) can respond in a conventional manner using a
conventional keyboard interrupt handling routine. When the
additional function key and an alphanumeric key are activated in
combination, a second interrupt different from the IRQ1l interrupt
is activated (e.g., IRQ15 (222)). The computer system (100)
responds to the second interrupt by inputting an identification
of the activated alphanumeric key and performing a selected
predetermined function in response thereto. The handling of the
second interrupt is performed by a seperate interrupt handling
routine within the computer system (100) so that conventional
terminate and stay resident (TSR) programs that intercept
conventional keyboard inputs cannot readily intercept keyboard

input initiated by the additional function key.
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