
A method for the production of a-ketoacids, in
particular of a-ketomethionine, and their derivatives
is described, as also is the use of thiols for
reversing the polarity of aliphatic or aromatic
aldehydes. In this method, a) an aldehyde is reacted
with thiols to give the corresponding dithioacetal,
and b) the resultant dithioacetal then reacts with an
electrophile in the presence of a base and after
hydrolysis to give an a,a-(dithio)carboxylic acid and
c) the a,a-(dithio)carboxylic acid is then reacted via
acid-catalysed solvolysis to give the a-ketoacid or
its derivatives, with liberation of thiol.  


