A METHOD OF COLLECTING AND PROCESSING DATA TO GENERATE A PLURALITY OF
REAL-TIME RANKINGS OVER A PLURALITY OF TIME INTERVALS TECHNICAL FIELD [0001] The
present invention relates to the field of interactive data communication 5 networks. In particular, it
relates to a method of collecting and processing data to generate a plurality of real-time rankings over
a plurality of time intervals. BACKGROUND [0002] The advent of mobile communication devices
heralded the introduction of a new 10 range of data communication services or data gathering
services. Service pé%maﬁegﬁgrégfgég}mg ;&’&ﬂ?ﬁ%@@%@?‘?@?ﬁ%@ﬁ%gﬁéﬁﬂf&b"e telephones to
carry out polls, gather user information or preferences and/or to conduct quiz games and/or
competitions, fer grample oPrRFUSIVESHANKIAIE Jat/Etingrservitasy eletipretamiantly on Short
Message Services ("SMS") to send and receive data from a mobile telephone 15 user. The SMS data
transmissions #eyld thande processed accordingly. Such a service is disclosed in PCT application
published as WO 02/089506 ("the '506 Application™). The '506 Application discloses a telephone
exchange sysigionReCifd i a-EiAT aBledelRe AR UnIFRHANGY I Rk SRR Includes a
computer server for distributing messages over the cellular network. The computer server also allows
for interfacibg tet@@lthemigntietla, drdetatessend nMegsages ¢ollecing ubed spascessihgSiaHardy, the '506
Application also discloses that the system is capable of receiving SMS data from users. [0003]

However, with9E 8o YRS thiBIi e ARKRIS A AIWRLHEVIRESMFEAS longer limited to just

communicating via SMS Mobile devices are now capable of

BACKGROUND

[0002] The advent of mobile communication devices heralded the introduction of a new
10 range of data communication services or data gathering services. Service providers
leveraged on the widespread penetration and use of mobile telephones to carry out polls,
gather user information or preferences and/or to conduct quiz games and/or
competitions, for example. Previously, such data gathering services relied predominantly
on Short Message Services (“SMS”) to send and receive data from a mobile telephone
15 user. The SMS data transmissions would then be processed accordingly. Such a service
is disclosed in PCT application published as WO 02/089506 (“the ‘506 Application”).
The ‘506 Application discloses a telephone exchange system connected to a cellular
mobile telecommunication system. The system includes a computer server for distributing
messages over the cellular network. The computer server also allows for interfacing to
20 the internet in order to send messages to computers as well. Similarly, the ‘506

Application also discloses that the system is capable of receiving SMS data from users.

[0003] However, with the evolution of mobile devices, such mobile devices are no longer
limited to just communicating via SMS. Mobile devices are now capable of
communicating over various means. Examples of such means include, but are not limited
25 to, social networks established over the Internet, Internet-based messaging services,

cellular mobile telephone networks, or via direct peer-to-peer network connections, for



communicating over various means. Examples of such means include, but are not limited 25 to, social
networks established over the Internet, Internet-based messaging services, cellular mobile telephone
networks, or via direct peer-to-peer network connections, for example. Likewise, the services offered
over these new networks have also grown in sophistication. [0004] In this regard, PCT application
published as WO 02/13501 ("the '501 Application™) discloses a system and method for the provision of
interactive data 5 exchange and data communication services such as games and promotional,
informational exadpertisesmient messages tofareserdpagra ninaseivbrka hafdhesbbwpplication).
These services are disclosed as being transmitted over a computer or telecommunication network
such as a cellSPRREEHGK or the Internet. In a specific embodiment, the system and method relate to
the provision of quiz consisting of multiple 10 choice questions (page 9, lines 3-15 of the '501

Application). [6%8%] 1K oHEsemBYdimBAT dRbEann rHisted. AppiEatich! 18 3M¥er(Wito wikhes to

participate n a4z seds g1 or yses an iteiel er gEL sompuier pepuoL juerface to register
as a competitor. e user Is then provided with questions for him to answer. If the answer Is correct,

the user reiveentiiganexiduesiioBortauwmaabnl Hasitbsarawerds vyongs thedsammeauesijon is posed
to the user. If the user gets too many questions wrong, the quiz will terminate. A user who answers all
the questions EHTEEIR R ELENSMEEh GraterdesriP massadeand digek of prizk COKePSimilar services
provided inclu oting.and the collection of feedback in the form of suryvey questions, for example
(page 0, ines SHEALR e SE ACHER B R TSRBaT: koo, o it Y AESHRl Bl
particular the gauzseniceatibe sysiem ant methadidisclasedin thanbOitdpalicatiorssieas not cater for

the element of time, which is a disadvantage. In particular, in the case of a quiz, a first user who
completes theSJR2HBeRECH FYSICRLICSTAIRRIERIA A PR PECUTER T 8YIZCerteY A5BHHMS completes

the same qyiz GRUEGHYLIbNThAR SIMESS 2RBGRR: BdCABYRLAGH the same prize as the

[0005] In one embodiment disclosed in the ‘501 Application, a user who wishes to
participate in a quiz sends an SMS or uses an Internet or other computer network
interface to register as a competitor. The user is then provided with questions for him to
answer. If the answer is correct, the user receives the next question. However, if the
15 answer is wrong, the same question is posed to the user. If the user gets too many
questions wrong, the quiz will terminate. A user who answers all the questions correctly
will receive a congratulatory message and a gift or prize. Other similar services provided
include voting and the collection of feedback in the form of survey questions, for example

(page 9, lines 3 — 15 of the ‘501 Application).

20 [0006] However, in all the services provided, in particular the quiz service, the system
and method disclosed in the ‘501 Application does not cater for the element of time,
which is a disadvantage. In particular, in the case of a quiz, a first user who completes
the quiz correctly in 1 hour stands to win a prize. However, a second user who completes
the same quiz correctly in just 15 minutes appears to be awarded the same prize as the

25 first user. Also, given that the quizzes are run concurrently, there is a real possibility of
having multiple winners simultaneously, and may also give rise to participants colluding in

order to achieve the effect of having multiple winners at the same time.



25 first user. Also, given that the quizzes are run concurrently, there is a real possibility of having
multiple winners simultaneously, and may also give rise to participants colluding in order to achieve
the effect of having multiple winners at the same time. [0007] In other words, there is no taking into
account of both the time taken and the score attained by participants in an online quiz as factors for
differentiating between the participants in order to rank the participants of a quiz. Therefore, it is
possible for there to be multiple winners for the same quiz without any distinction as to which
participant is Goeat]y Ibetties atonaerehskdlfid| ibaskthe ioihaccésinuve mbvoned, Buehaggprabiemewould not

only limit the thrill and overall participation in the quiz since ever bo_(%I%/ could potentially be a winner,
but more impottaistiHainehiRL HAHERSHPd hAIGPIESATHA 1S faraiSOU ITBEE R ARV 8t fifental to the

business operatigns At INecondyeiRt ALihsAWzO8R) urhel.de RYSIRBRIINGIoY Of the

invention of the '501 Application is unable 10 to carry out real-time ranking and tabulation of results of
participants ame caniey thatensfermiticanie redd-tinhe asnyedidinaibpadiopaiits faavighnmsltiple
distribution channels such as cellular networks, the Internet and television, for example. The

information ToiFoLY BHBY AHB LG ST a0 the PiBe- A me B8 1A pIRSA BIPREMOV L ARY R¥¥imunicated in
that it is neithgr grovide dHechagl Y PR 19D i RUPlCe FRHOQRI AR 8GN his 2n objective of

the present invention to overcome the above-mentioned difficulties. Further, there rémains a need for
a method of celiestinga@nch@rodessirgtyaté iodgetetate aapunalitylef wimlensgshaveroalgplbrality of time
intervals in real-time to all participants and the public, if necessary, through multiple distribution
channels. ThePRIEHYY SREMENSEE He RENPES AR DRI B LR A B munication and data 20
infrastructure networks and be cost-effective. In this respect, the method as described below, and as

defined in the E1ffAs HBh RUSHEREIG ThEEtSh &' At iCaIErBIsfetave BRSeIRIPTIORPOF THE
INVENTIOR [Q %QJJ 0& 9%‘3?—’%% '&Y&m%%ae!%s%ﬁgn%msmeg & pCa‘PHSSFHQ RIRESIRINY data to 25

generate a plurality of real-time rankings over a plurality of time intervals. The method includes
establishing aiermmaidnicatien-link betwaien alicoanimpurcatiosuge meripin cyicathoshsaersier and at least
one communication network. [0011% The communication network may have at least one user (a

participant), _vvﬁ&’biﬁseca‘?_fﬁ'%rf fisenat %a%oﬁ@ﬁ?ér%ﬂ%ﬂ?@% d&%i@??&i‘%oﬁﬁ'ﬁﬂﬁ%@ﬁﬁ_ﬂ“with the
Comm“”'cat'c’@oﬁ@&{’@é MIADS,CUMMKHRIGRHRR Nahvosk: ABsiaRRIGaINFERFEIMRIGRI FIudes a

computer executable application programme installed thereon.
in that it is neither provided direct nor made available to the public.

15 [0009] As such, it is an objective of the present invention to overcome the above-
mentioned difficulties. Further, there remains a need for a method of collecting and
processing data to generate a plurality of rankings over a plurality of time intervals in real-
time to all participants and the public, if necessary, through multiple distribution channels.
The method should also be easy to implement with existing telecommunication and data

20 infrastructure networks and be cost-effective. In this respect, the method as described

below, and as defined in the claims appended hereto, meets the aforesaid objectives.

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0010] The present invention relates to a method of collecting and processing data to
25 generate a plurality of real-time rankings over a plurality of time intervals. The method
includes establishing a communication link between a communication server, an

application server and at least one communication network.



5 [0012] After establishment of a communication link between the communication server, application
server and at least one communication network, the communication server is open to receiving an
initiation request from the at least one user via the communications network. Upon receiving the
initiation request the communication server relays said initiation request to the application server that
has the application programme residing 10 and running thereon. [0013] The application programme
carries out processing of the initiation request and determines whether to grant the at least one user
access to the ppplitatiendpreguaimne Adwedin adiomve Gl ésismmy heea (epasitaiion, steprénitiated by the
user wherein the user sends information in a specific format to the communication server, which is
then relayed 1278 tAk UBpAEARBTH KlvetSernBprobRSsiAgdHitfe IRitiSHBRYRIGEES: W4y B¢ for the

purposes of camplaReeW|AGEHAAR: 'EAIEMERLS AEARSS RUDRRERGT YeNEYRg, g personal

particulars of the user for billing purposes. Alternatively, the initiation request may be a start message
indicating to theclappdieatopiaeogracnraddappltteipaptiapanhavishagdohateract with the application
programme. The application server may check the format of 20 the data contained in the initiation

request as wejbasihaconiaatishihieicsta toraacridaionthat Heevdatarsatisties needeiesnied
prerequisites contained in the application programme. Details regarding the content of the data of the
initiation requéPkIRIBRRSBIBEA T3y I8aTEPtfetailMBEIMRITOTEN] Thn i SRRBYRTRY By SEEhSplication

programme is complete. (e, BpRIEAHAN &2, BLOASRAMIR ML SRd QUNSE-AROSIVE, ARiztpunation

message or a negative determination message to the user via the communication network. If a
negative deterisinatiorugnessegens seninikedorocqsstanaibaipsuaiaithe 14sesr iscige taite-send an
initiation request whose data will be ag_ain subject to the processing stated above. [0015] In the event

that the applicRiiBHOPriaTinte he kR RIS RNt BRIrRh Atfo APRHE U RECHFATR J6F &HAtne will be
sending a{iéstaipﬂmm%qht réQﬁ at least one user indicating

[0013] The application programme carries out processing of the initiation request and
determines whether to grant the at least one user access to the application programme.
The initiation request may be a registration step initiated by the user wherein the user
sends information in a specific format to the communication server, which is then relayed
15 to the application server. The processing of the initiation request may be for the purposes
of compliance with regulatory requirements or for the purposes of verifying the personal
particulars of the user for billing purposes. Alternatively, the initiation request may be a
start message indicating to the application programme that the participant wishes to
interact with the application programme. The application server may check the format of
20 the data contained in the initiation request as well as the content of the data to ascertain
that the data satisfies predetermined prerequisites contained in the application
programme. Details regarding the content of the data of the initiation request are

described in greater detail below.

[0014] Once processing by the application programme is complete, the application
25 programme will send either a positive determination message or a negative determination

message to the user via the communication network. If a negative determination



5 that a response is required from the user. The first instruction may be, but is not limited to, a single
quiz question (either open-ended or multiple choice), a bundle or quiz questions, instructions to
perform specific actions, such as proceeding to a geographic location, instructions to provide feedback
to an event or a survey, for example. [0016] In one embodiment of the invention, the first instruction
may be preceded by a 10 message from the application programme providing confirmation that the
initiation request has been accepted and that access to or further interaction with the application
programme hasebegye adlaaredth® RlotkWhemthadir sihingisuctienisshisenbtecthenpatii cipanbiby the
application programme, the application programme also commences tracking concurrently at least one
personal 15 tinfa4RTEMARFeTIRA YA 86 PIPHNTROIREE I HICOIRfTRSINSEER4RBARe the first instruction is
dispatched by the application programme. The at least one personal time interval may be unique to
each initiation [RS4Bledb st YRpichehtis apricatnior oticannexepiatyPestibe dRieentaigingIR user may
engage in recglying, and respanding, o muliple fisl insinietions fiom e appliealianprogramme- In
such an exemp‘fgry emgo ment, eac of 20 the multipie Irst instructions may have Its own unique
personal tirge imdesviakpssaciaregundthiibniG0d Skén anetier iesterRIANHMEasIMERs: thatetser, upon
receiving the first instruction, responds to the first instruction by sending a response. The response
may include a'SirRyHas/eotHimH MRABN(FHORT PREUSBHRS Hie e tBiFprogratifife &r @Flurality of 25
communicatiops ML e seolR (1S ARRICALON OGN TIAI9049LL0G APRIE a0 RiReramme
receives the response’ from the at least one User wit ’

location, instructions to provide feedback to an event or a survey, for example.

[0016] In one embodiment of the invention, the first instruction may be preceded by a
10 message from the application programme providing confirmation that the initiation
request has been accepted and that access to or further interaction with the application

programme has been allowed.

[0017] When the first instruction is sent to the participant by the application programme,
the application programme also commences tracking concurrently at least one personal
15 time interval. The personal time interval commences at the time the first instruction is
dispatched by the application programme. The at least one personal time interval may be
unigue to each initiation request sent by each user. As such, in an exemplary
embodiment, a single user may engage in receiving and responding to multiple first
instructions from the application programme. In such an exemplary embodiment, each of
20 the multiple first instructions may have its own unique personal time interval associated

with it.

[0018] In another exemplary embodiment, the user, upon receiving the first instruction,
responds to the first instruction by sending a response. The response may include a
singular communication from the user to the application programme or a plurality of

25 communications from the user to the application programme.

[0019] The application programme receives the response from the at least one user with

respect to the first instruction. Upon receiving the response the application programme



respect to the first instruction. Upon receiving the response the application programme carries out a
processing of the response (which may be either a singular communication or plurality of
communications). The response may typically contain data, which the application programme will
process with respect to format and content. The processing of the format and content typically involves
the application programme carrying out a 5 comparison step against predetermined format
requirements and content requirements. However, this may not necessarily be the case as the first
instruction mayabeobsihractstingloathé neayoned (@nidirenapbpéitieoa sigginstampreceiaionined format
or content. [0020] If upon completion of the processing step of the response, a negative determination
is made, the u%reP'i‘érfih%ﬁﬁéB”BT"t‘H@aﬂ'éﬂ%)ieﬁg?eéeﬁ??ﬁ'éer@@o%@@r %Wtél’t‘eﬁ"i‘&i\)@?%"tﬁgeresponse is

simply rejected by (he ARBIAANAR RAPSIRAMNG WHIQUL ADYIRAICANPRARAP YHOpIBELeiRrEPN has

occurred. The user may be able to re-submit the same response or an alternative or modified
response. [002 banpositiveoeternypatinn iofdlvesrespappécafidhepugedrisnmadengtietagpplication
programme, the application programme terminates tracking of the at least one personal 15 time

interval. Cpﬁcﬁ?f%?ﬁf?f’ﬂwst’i‘?g E%"HP%QS?%EB%H]&"E’W@@HB%%?%@&%W%dﬁﬂBVS_@%me would also
assign an '”Crﬁg@z\?é?/@,b!ﬁsvﬁw'%ﬂﬁﬁ& RRALIERSLORR USE! KPR & RRETME ARG MNP bging made by

the application programme. The actual incremental value assigned to the user may be based on the
positive deterromatianit thayleotgtiyuifetbherpialeastagaiapansedeaktmieeihtematl @rditena combination of
both or any other comparative 20 parameter as des. [0022] In one exemplary embodiment of the
invention, the fostanstrugisan coapi@em bendie plogeszimukiple chaiee @upsianNsd Medan)e The
response from the user may be a singular communication having a series of alphanumeric values that
correspond to &HRES IR ifaBIa% the VarlolisNRITSS 8t RitefisHeicaresiHR isetefrapsesBbnd, if the

10 alternatively, the response is simply rejected by the application programme without any
indication as to why the rejection has occurred. The user may be able to re-submit the

same response or an alternative or modified response.

[0021] If a positive determination of the response of the user is made by the application
programme, the application programme terminates tracking of the at least one personal
15 time interval. Concurrently, in the course of processing the response, the application
programme would also assign an incrementable value to the at least one user upon the
positive determination being made by the application programme. The actual incremental
value assigned to the user may be based on the positive determination, the length of the
at least one personal time interval and/or a combination of both or any other comparative

20 parameter as des.

[0022] In one exemplary embodiment of the invention, the first instruction may be a
bundle of quiz multiple choice questions (MCQs). The response from the user may be a
singular communication having a series of alphanumeric values that correspond to
choices available in the various MCQs, or alternatively, the user may respond, if the
25 application programme permits, with a plurality of communications, each answering one
of the MCQs. In either case, that would constitute the response of the user that is

intended for processing by the application programme.



25 application programme permits, with a plurality of communications, each answering one of the
MCQs. In either case, that would constitute the response of the user that is intended for processing by
the application programme. [0023] Once the content of the user's response has been processed, the
user scores points either if all the answers to the MCQs are correct, or if some of the MCQs are
correct, depending upon the rules of that particular quiz. The points allocated to the user may be
based solely on the correct answers to the quiz MCQs (either individually or as a 5 whole), the time
taken for the yser3p submmita despansatibakis' capqbleohbeing piocessed, teanyrcambination of the
two, i.e., that the number of correct answers as well as the time taken by theﬁg%rticipant, as given by

the personal ti‘?ﬁ@%?&ﬁ%l,ifté"c@ﬁﬁ_ﬂ?t’éefﬁéoqiﬂ‘f’z Mﬁfzﬁsf’}rﬁwct‘l’fﬁ%o_(@_rrﬂbﬁi’f?eeﬂf] MRt 2Ry of the
above may be faken 0. AG60URLINRSIAD NG ASEES RN L0002 ARA fyther

illustrative exemplary embodiment, a user who correctly completes 10 MCQs in 10 minutes may be
allocated 10 poiatdavbareasialy se tvelorcart ectiyecom plet@sz10AQE @shier Bidivinudisdraia minutes may
be allocated 12 points or 8 points, respectively. This is an example of where the personal time interval

is used as & b%¥8RSor iR ASpiRkefoR By MIRInTe &Y RINECAEETRATRE. ihifoBRRRRIR IS RRRY embodiment,
a user 15 maVBF&'&Q@,eo?a‘H%QHRM&Qﬁtﬁé’f\%ﬁ'b&,i%l—p[@iﬂ%%ﬁr‘%hgﬁéé AnarherusRnmay

complete all 10 MCQs correctly in 20 minutes. In this other illustrative embodiment, where the number
of correct answerseasnweadkas bigetenpertaipanttaconepldietihepeumd Gigsiacertikervantgeaecount in
assigning a score to an individual, the latter user may score the same number of points as the earlier

user due to th&'foRYEriHRe tdReRT RN pFEIRHHEEt VY5 RS BRARMAUIRE JBf8Rt'BPthe quiz is for

a user to complete, the guiz has Sk dimRigaapssible with the greatest number of correct answers.
[0025] Based on the scoring, the application programme performs real-time ranking of the participants

using m““i@%&‘ﬁﬂ] pﬂézal?lt}ﬁﬂg?iﬁ'ﬁ?ﬁatﬁ/%r@l?@rﬁ%%‘( %i%ﬁéﬁF,Sat%see?'t%PHSJ&rP@cﬁﬂJ'?&rﬁ%i&‘%é gs of all the

participants. This ena e participants to be 25 ran or assessed on one’or more different
comparative peryanersaral inrseesloirg, eguadizesdhe tesms ofhearaparissst belvveerep@rticipants
without any element of luck. _ _ _ _

completes 10 MCQs in 8 minutes or 12 minutes may be allocated 12 points or 8 points,

respectively. This is an example of where the personal time interval is used as a basis for

the application programme to allocate points. In another illustrative embodiment, a user

15 may complete 8 out of 10 MCQs correctly in 10 minutes whereas another user may

complete all 10 MCQs correctly in 20 minutes. In this other illustrative embodiment,

where the number of correct answers as well as the time taken to complete the quiz

MCQs are taken into account in assigning a score to an individual, the latter user may

score the same number of points as the earlier user due to the longer time taken to

20 complete the 10 MCQs. Essentially, the object of the quiz is for a user to complete the

quiz in as quick a time as possible with the greatest number of correct answers.

[0025] Based on the scoring, the application programme performs real-time ranking of
the participants using multiple, and possibly limitless, comparative parameters to
establish parallel rankings of all the participants. This enables the participants to be
25 ranked or assessed on one or more different comparative parameters and in so doing,
equalizes the terms of comparison between participants without any element of luck.

Instead, the success of the participant in the quiz relies solely on the skill and ability of



Instead, the success of the participant in the quiz relies solely on the skill and ability of the participant.
The application programme concurrently also makes the results of participant's efforts, i.e the results
and scoring, available in real-time over multiple distribution channels. [0026] The method of the
invention may also include sending at least one further 5 instruction to the at least one user. This may
take place after each response from the at least one user to a prior instruction is received and
positively determined. The application programme may also carry out tracking, concurrently, of each at
least one furthee petsoipahtimedndppuedtidheatieasicoBentirtbeitiaisointere ¢cemewenseas at the time
the at least one further instruction is sent by the application programme until a response is 10 received
from the user RAtHFIRAPE D thatFuritferSRYtFuBRD oINS 7 Prdatfole reidE thavappNiedlEn programme
receives a response:in, the, flleast one further instruction, the application programme carries out a
processing of the response as described above. Upon a positive determination thereof being made,

the applicationeminales.pging ol ahisash ane urther ersanglime nieryal and,1s assigns &
further incrementable ValUe {0 the at least one use. gain, the value being as&gned“may be based on

the positivexletetimnaiionnta leagtbnefide. ahleasiane:fpHbwafersanaktipsadataivahang/or a
combination of both. [0028] Depending upon the type of quiz being conducted, there may be a further
plurality of instPaBtRIfsUSENIOLE PHEM SRS BSLahe G CasbYr o Paminae, HifPAPIFANSY 20 plurality

of responses Iegive o g BarlGPA by d1e2nRlalion o aS LB 9GesHiif, 0029] A
score or assighment of an increment | value based on any one or more of the above-mentioned

processing crifefvmpyrienidhial. theefalleudngie aurthbetisrorirg anaynbhechascst ol tive meaber of correct
answers/actions;
least one further instruction is sent by the application programme until a response is

10 received from the user with respect to that further instruction.

[0027] As above, once the application programme receives a response to the at least
one further instruction, the application programme carries out a processing of the
response as described above. Upon a positive determination thereof being made, the
application terminates tracking of the at least one further personal time interval, and
15 assigns a further incrementable value to the at least one user. Again, the value being
assigned may be based on the positive determination, the length of the at least one

further personal time interval and/or a combination of both.

[0028] Depending upon the type of quiz being conducted, there may be a further
plurality of instructions sent to the participant by the application programme, and a further
20 plurality of responses received from the participant by the application programme for

processing.

[0029] A score or assignment of an incremental value based on any one or more of the

above-mentioned processing criteria may result in the following:-
a. The scoring may be based on the number of correct answers/actions;

25 b. The scoring may be based on the number of correct answers/actions and

personal time interval needed to obtain those correct answers/actions;



25b. The scoring may be based on the number of correct answers/actions and personal time interval
needed to obtain those correct answers/actions; c. The scoring may be based on the number of
correct answers/actions and time interval needed to obtain those correct answers/actions and the
exact time and date of successful act by user and the sum of scores of the user by that specific time
and date. 5 [0030] Based on the scoring, the application programme performs real-time ranking of the
participants using multiple, and possibly limitless, comparative parameters to establish parallel
rankings of all thecpartieipadiisg g enakies thetpanieipants torketrankedseicassessedoa one or more
different comparative parameters and in so doing, equalizes the terms of comparison between

participants without dM§ 4R RFEAESIIRKAIDGNeRSteat e thansieEE_LignT e b XRiSihtTFtAR quiz relies
solely on the skill and, abilify, i e RAHHPAL, XF@tﬁ@QU&%P&cQE@%@H%'ﬂ?e?%g%{ @Bé‘é’f@lso makes

the results of participant's efforts, i.e the fesults and scoring, available in real-time over multiple
distribution channelst{d83h{i daking the exemplary embodiment of the quiz, the user, upon successfully
15 completing a response to the first instruction, may then receive a further instruction from the

application proguacnneasddish MhaysbRic@NHBgeplidaaen fhydaens pesasssueersshwigpaipletion in
response to the first instruction. In such a case, the application programme, may send the further
instruction whi€h rﬂ%’&'%éﬂﬁ%ﬁé’ﬁ"@dﬁ‘tﬂﬂ%‘ﬁgﬁ’éﬂdﬁﬂﬁjw dW&%ﬁ?ﬁalé@i’iﬂPé@F@ﬁu%ﬁ%F&%ﬁ@reater

challenge to b&?% lSfied argb(e A ZP zm%%z]p'g‘r iCi nttloq’ﬁls na ‘l’;[ tgartlm a’n?ﬂ%r B)rocessmg the
user's response to t II'St Instruction or to the St one further mstruc ion, the appllcatlon

programme mw@s&pﬁiegm(adﬁmkmgraﬁw@amem abgyeaaiéheanierst aneibserdwmasd on the
incrementable value assigned to the user. The ranking may be with respect to the sum
equalizes the terms of comparison between participants without any element of luck.
10 Instead, the success of the participant in the quiz relies solely on the skill and ability of
the participant. The application programme concurrently also makes the results of

participant’s efforts, i.e., the results and scoring, available in real-time over multiple

distribution channels

[0031] Taking the exemplary embodiment of the quiz, the user, upon successfully
15 completing a response to the first instruction, may then receive a further instruction from
the application programme. This may be contingent upon the user’s previous successful
completion in response to the first instruction. In such a case, the application programme,
may send the further instruction which may include MCQs of higher difficulty or

complexity or require tasks of greater challenge to be satisfied by the user.

20 [0032] As mentioned, at each stage, i.e., after processing the user’s response to the first
instruction or to the at least one further instruction, the application programme may also
perform a ranking as described above of the at least one user based on the
incrementable value assigned to the user. The ranking may be with respect to the sum
total of the score of the user. Alternatively, the ranking may be with respect to the user’s

25 score as achieved for responding to each instruction within at least one standard time
interval, provided the at least one personal time interval and/or the at least one further

personal time interval falls within the at least one standard time interval. A standard time



total of the score of the user. Alternatively, the ranking may be with respect to the user's 25 score as
achieved for responding to each instruction within at least one standard time interval, provided the at
least one personal time interval and/or the at least one further personal time interval falls within the at
least one standard time interval. A standard time interval may refer to a fixed unit of time such as a
minute, an hour, a day or alternate days, odd days (such as Tuesday, Thursday or Saturday), even
days (Monday, Wednesday, Friday or Sunday) weekly, biweekly, specific days of different weeks,
months, yearsiraéraalyheih esteotm laifiaén ndiogicahersilogicah withaelt anydimia toafosmatéemaef 5 time
intervals. [0033] As such, the assigned score and time taken to achieve that score m%Y be ranked by
é

considering m%@th%ﬁ’?oﬁ@’ﬁoﬁﬁﬁréﬁ/g \RsFRhetdrrEly e%rﬁﬁtfé’,_déyhsé\‘%“séé}‘é 4MaNsérsonal time
interval may bg, ianked Agains) Yhel HegSS Avah? Sidedayd padoterval as rkoit aboye, and may for

example refer to such intervalS such as an hourly interval, 10 daily interval and weekly interval.
Essentially, inrtivatexsegtasy aemixoel ntemtivabierdotheisiadgicel miaovals afieninauidymataibyoand weekly, a
user's single score may be ranked in at least 3 different running events depending on the criteria for
ranking. Acéoftﬂ’i‘ﬁdﬁ%%ﬂ% action by a user, for example a response to a first instruction, results in that
user being ranked across multiple events such as in the hourly ranking, daily ranking and weekly 15

ranking. [0034PAERAIf\ 3G RPETPRSEETRPRARN © HSOAIIRIR It TR ik S esBAYREY 3kgSond to the
first instruction, haylng A O MRS A3 DIRHES ARSHIPIRA e s gaim2l IAMGERRe and
personal time interval may be ranked against other users over a standard time interval as
set out above, and may for example refer to such intervals such as an hourly interval,
10 daily interval and weekly interval. Essentially, in the exemplary embodiment where the
standard intervals are hourly, daily and weekly, a user’s single score may be ranked in at
least 3 different running events depending on the criteria for ranking. Accordingly, one
action by a user, for example a response to a first instruction, results in that user being

ranked across multiple events such as in the hourly ranking, daily ranking and weekly

15 ranking.

[0034] Again, turning to the exemplary embodiment of the quiz, a user may respond to
the first instruction having 10 MCQs in 45 minutes. Assuming the user gets all 10 MCQs
correct, the user may be assigned a specific score for completing the 10 MCQs correctly
within 45 minutes. Given that the user completed the response to the first instruction
20 within 1 hour, the user may therefore be ranked against all other users who have also
completed their respective responses to the first instruction within 1 hour. In addition, the
user’'s same score may also be used to rank the user over a larger standard time interval
as a day. In other words, the user’s score may also be ranked against other users’ scores
over a 24 hour period, i.e., one day. As a further alternative, the user’s score may also be
25 ranked against other users’ scores over a 7-day period, i.e., one week. The user may be

ranked in the above-mentioned time intervals either based on the user’s score as attained

10



correct, the user may be assigned a specific score for completing the 10 MCQs correctly within 45
minutes. Given that the user completed the response to the first instruction 20 within 1 hour, the user
may therefore be ranked against all other users who have also completed their respective responses
to the first instruction within 1 hour. In addition, the user's same score may also be used to rank the
user over a larger standard time interval as a day. In other words, the user's score may also be ranked
against other users' scores over a 24 hour period, i.e., one day. As a further alternative, the user's
score may alsbybi huabkedfagaiast athesrsisersiscires evieroa Fasey petiad pesgrananieek. The user
may be ranked in the above-mentioned time intervals either based on the user's score as attained by
the number of BE/RLEKFLIREARISIRERIETISSA PP HHSEAYHIRE s ime interval taken to
complete the response to the first instruction, for example. [0035] As a further illustrative example,
another user Mﬁbmwm%@uﬁpﬁimm% another user may respond to the first instruction

having 10 MCQs in 1 hour 10 minutes. In such a case, this user would be precluded from

5 participation in the hourly ranking. However, it would still be possible for this user to
participate in the daily and weekly rankings as his personal time interval does not exceed
those other standard time intervals. Again, as mentioned, the standard time interval may
refer to a fixed unit of time such as a minute, an hour, a day or alternate days, odd days
(such as Tuesday, Thursday or Saturday), even days (Monday, Wednesday, Friday or

10 Sunday) weekly, biweekly, specific days of different weeks, months, years or any other

combination logical or illogical without any limit to formation of time intervals.

[0036] In all the embodiments of the method of the invention, the ranking of the user is
communicated to the at least one user via the communications network. The user may
check his rankings in real-time over various platforms such as the Internet, social
15 networks such as Facebook, platforms such as Andriod or iOS using applications, or
cellular networks, for example. The ranking of the user is available for viewing either
individually or simultaneously across any of the above-mentioned platforms. The ranking

will be identical and in real-time across all the platforms.

[0037] In another embodiment of the invention, the initiation request, the first instruction,
20 the at least one further instruction, the response to the first instruction and the response
to the at least one further instruction may be all stored in a database. The database may
typically be accessible by the application programme via electronic communication

between the application server and the database.

[0038] In one embodiment of the invention, the first instruction and the at least one
25 further instruction may be predefined within the application programme. In other words,
the first instruction and the at least one further instruction may be a set of predetermined,

preset or pre-planned quiz questions, or tasks, for example.

11



having 10 MCQs in 1 hour 10 minutes. In such a case, this user would be precluded from 5
participation in the hourly ranking. However, it would still be possible for this user to participate in the
daily and weekly rankings as his personal time interval does not exceed those other standard time
intervals. Again, as mentioned, the standard time interval may refer to a fixed unit of time such as a
minute, an hour, a day or alternate days, odd days (such as Tuesday, Thursday or Saturday), even
days (Monday, Wednesday, Friday or 10 Sunday) weekly, biweekly, specific days of different weeks,
months, years@zanyrothetheoarbingtigreogpaa ot ilegicahivithegliany dynitcodosmationaf time
intervals. [0036] In all the embodiments of the method of the invention, the ranking of the user is
communicated® ffeate PR eUsRM FE tPRECBNAPRTARII RS ABRRIRerTRetEerFEPCheck his

rankings in regl-fime, QYen VRS RIRLPINSAHSR a%ts IATIR! SREAbISNRIUPHS Rieb as

Facebook, platforms such as Andriod or iIOS using applications, or cellular networks, for example. The
ranking of the nises,is@véaitable farsdeaviing reiibaiomdividieallyger simwtaneaasty bictossdry of the
above-mentioned platforms. The ranking will be identical and in real-time across all the platforms.

[0037] In arbtfRGOMBERRTHA%: GPHls-inRhtRSACPRmifhelA rofaiet, tREUERS: IRGrdREIeIES20 the at least
one further insiyelion, {he (ERRANGaHE éB&#&SBé@éﬁﬂf&ﬁig&ﬁgﬂpmge{%ﬂmasa IR:tBFALdg@st one further

instruction may be all stored in a database. The database may typically be accessible by the
application pregrarmmneevisfele dicorictaamintunspation destngenfiiie tapplisiation seseecragththe database.
[0038] In one embodiment of the invention, the first instruction and the at least one 25 further

instruction ma$f 5% SRAEAIE PRARA B B BliERT0M PIEGFARTNES Hi B thEIERER 8 % Pinstruction
and the at leaglone,roer AR HGUARVRAYBSiS SEhaT ELG RN SERTRL ¥ RreRlaped quiz

guestions, or tasks, for example.
10 the first and/or any subsequent initiation request, response or further response from the

at least one user, the processing includes checking that the data contained therein, which
may be distinct from the specific descriptor, is in a pre-determined format and of a
required specific content that may be compared against the preset values or content in

the application server.

15 [0040] In another embodiment of the method of the invention, the communication server,
application server and database may be co-located on a single server on various physical
and/or logical partitions within the single server. Also, the at least one communication
network may be, but is not limited to, a social network, mobile telephone network, free-to-
air television and/or subscription television network, Internet or mobile/desktop

20 application. Accordingly, the at least one user may communicate with the communication
server via a device selected from the group consisting of a cellular communication
device, any personal computing device, a game console device, a portable, aircraft, ship
and/or vehicular entertainment device, a web-enabled television device, and/or any other

suitable network communication device.

25 [0041] In another embodiment of the invention, the method may include notifying the at
least one user of any incentive awarded or privileges accrued from the application

programme based on the at least one user's ranking over any given at least one standard

12



[0039] In another exemplary embodiment, the initiation request may include data, which may be in the
form of at least one specific descriptor. The at least one specific descriptor may include, but is not
limited to, content selected from the group consisting of the user's name, any form of personal
identification number, age, address, date of birth and/or 5 telecommunication details. The processing
of the initiation request thus includes evaluating the content of the specific descriptor against preset
criteria of the application programme. When the content of the specific descriptor fails to satisfy the
preset criteria tohéherappliEasonigiyo gramme ptaesatieast @nieedsee n3aytbarsentid naessage informing of
the same, as mentioned above. Likewise, when the application programme is E{rocessing 10 the first

and/or any §uH?er&ﬂ@HQ?rﬂi{i%ftFtWPé’ﬂYn@%‘ﬂOF’eé‘ﬁé'ﬁ)é_éeﬁP Lﬂ’t\ﬁ%&k%gﬁ.r('ﬂ?s%r PrB?ﬂ”fH_ _&‘iri%%xéf‘%ne user, the
processing inclygies ghackingthathiedata remfainss thaLeite Wi Hhemav e distincldis the specific
descriptor, is in a pre-determined format and of a required specific content that may be compared
against the presetoral iesusecanbersaindlthapphchtiog sleover baSe 0y nteercthededtbegiment of the
method of the invention, the communication server, application server and database may be

co-located Sn BEVRIIVBIR S8 NAIIE LR BrRgshul ofntins: FYgHCaT Sartindis WithaH'tHe @Ik server. Also,
the at least ong,cpmEYICAIRLRRNAEK BN RS 00k IBNIGH, 1023, SREIALRRAIKspObile
telephone network, free-toair television and/or subscription'television network, Internet or
mobile/desktopv2thegjplycatiaiay Accoradieyly weekiat ldastikine ypseifionagysovhniitfaicatevesids, the
communication server via a device selected from the group consisting of a cellular communication
device, any pePSBIaI ¥EHTAIRY YBT ML BN 'R O BER & AP ARLYE LR S HRRi S and/or
vehicular enteflainmgot device, a web-enabled television device, and/or any other suitable network
communication device. 25 [0041] In another embodiment of the invention, the method may include
notitying e ajdepst AnGe el REPIHISRNKNE FRLCRGL AR leagsageryed flam g geplication
programme based on the at least one user's ranking over any given at least one standard time
interval. Essemtialiyeaviven treddselos trenkiighasdittesHheaiser tisanawaistdrasan eststhi@giankings over

an hourly period, a daily period a weekly period or a monthly period, the application programme will
send a notificafBH e Bsdiafiathe BERRNIRELHIBATSRROIRSES iRt iher USSP YStte ¥8me. The

award may alsp, be-hased 90,A1 O N RIANORALL HIERIME YR MINGD MAkJosiida fixgd unit of time

such as a minute, an hour, a day or alternate days, odd days (such as Tuesday, Thursday or
Saturday), eveor days tiitooidaypsvedpesiday 6 ridaappiicSitndayy aeeldy T inwesklyalspedific days of
different weeks, months, years or any other combination logical or illogical without any limit to

formation St HAF0RISEPRIOADT! HEt dABHRETErABORFA dift Y iftE MyERIGOTIAY At Reast one user
may be provm&é{‘é{’ﬁé‘fb%ﬁ%ﬁ&%é@&Qﬁ‘@?&}'ﬁ}?rﬁ%ﬁﬁq@ﬁaﬂlkmﬁtﬂg‘béﬂﬁ%ﬂﬂ{%.requeStS' first instructions,

at least one further instructions, responses and further responses are viewable, along with the

correlating historical ring and ranking achieved by the user. for each type of response provided to
the application L B O B R carriec

out over the vasstidaaultipledormparadiveipgrameterprseditoastagiish paiada@htenkingsdagainst all the
participants. [0043] Although various aspects and embodiments of the present invention have been
described abo¥ETRRARYISWARRFTIRYSEr SABISSIOf BkEifaly BenwiEiTittidaand clarity of those

20 various embodiments of the invention. However, it should be noted that the scope of the
invention is by no means limited to the exemplary embodiments described and illustrated

hereafter, but rather, as set out in the claims that are appended hereto.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

25 [0044] FIGURE 1 is a schematic diagram showing a system upon which an embodiment

of the method is carried out; and
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accompanying description serve to further aid in the understanding and clarity of those 20 various
embodiments of the invention. However, it should be noted that the scope of the invention is by no
means limited to the exemplary embodiments described and illustrated hereafter, but rather, as set out
in the claims that are appended hereto. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 25 [0044]
FIGURE 1 is a schematic diagram showing a system upon which an embodiment of the method is
carried out; and [0045] FIGURE 2 is a process flow diagram showing how messages from a user
communicate withsyaricuRmadisles ploassA piplicatigramregoamgnadiahessides onnihe Agpplication
Server. 5 DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS [0046] FIGURE 1 is a schematic diagram
showing a systeRMPEAGMIEh YH 15 BRARRSNof THAPRIERHB BB JUR THAISE H¥hiBtic diagram
shows a comrﬁH&igg%q]rbggyé/@r 6. The communication server 6 is in wired and/or wireless
communication with one or more users 4 via a communication network. The communication network
may be cellular in 10 nature, in which case the communication protocols adopted would be those
generally suited for the SMS. In addition, the communication server 6 may be in communication with a

mobile devgeg&_}uﬁgge és\élglgplén %Pertﬁ opnection, n which case the communication neftwo_rk
would adop cmumt%onvm%mn%mg&% or example. 15 [0047] The communication
server 6 is linked electronically to an application server 8. The application server 8 houses the

computer exettade T eGaMmE Fapalic e B oA i L URRPOI e htardiBiBetween the

user 4 and the,applicaliRR. id REARPHGRHAR SERVAER i8idg &I SHANCCAURMUNCAtoRM LR & database
server 2. The database server 2 stores a record of all incoming and outgoing communications between

20 the applicalibs @nuneaichtiosseryo04 8 imvaredaediplainglesalsocimenntaodilvétmethodrodrthe invention,
a user 4 may either send an SMS via a cellular network or send a WAP message via a device

connected to RS ThibMiaf & THRUGISAINLARNEEE HSABTE YA BEAT iRERLAE8YHE SRAS'UA] the wAP
message q@ghtiaEontainsutticiempasticilatsdsiatingiaithgissiel dould be those generally

suited for the SMS. In addition, the communication server 6 may be in communication
with a mobile device of the user 4 via an Internet connection, in which case the
communication network would adopt communication protocols suited for WAP, for

example.

15 [0047] The communication server 6 is linked electronically to an application server 8.
The application server 8 houses the computer executable programme or application
programme that controls the interaction between the user 4 and the application. The
application server 8 is in electronic communication with a database server 2. The
database server 2 stores a record of all incoming and outgoing communications between

20 the application and each user.

[0048] In an exemplary embodiment of the method of the invention, a user 4 may either
send an SMS via a cellular network or send a WAP message via a device connected to
the Internet, to the communication network. In both instances, the SMS and the WAP

message ought to contain sufficient particulars relating to the user 4.

25 [0049] Upon being received by the communication server 6, the SMS and the WAP

message are forwarded to the application server 8. The application on the application

14



25 [0049] Upon being received by the communication server 6, the SMS and the WAP message are
forwarded to the application server 8. The application on the application server 8 checks the checks
the contents and format of the SMS and WAP message. In particular the format of the SMS and WAP
message is checked against a required predetermined format. [0050] Upon confirming that the SMS
and WAP message are in the correct format, the 5 content of the SMS and WAP message is then
checked against a prerequisite set of requirements. The requirements needed to be satisfied may
include the usetrdebeinigeoisative tiaitka ge: andiany atthésrneguwibdor\s eS| e Wwartentaddaay be
necessary. Once the initiating SMS and WAP messages are determined to be in conformity with the
prerequisite s@RBCHE UeEME, thésppiicafiBh Y tha apisicatior'sese rgadshds 'sAUBYnstructional
message to th&é&%@&ﬁm{g@%%;}he instructional message may be in the form of a survey, a quiz or
advertorials, for example. When the instructions are sent to the user 4, the application may also start a

timer in order jajsact the ime faken fonibeserd (D sspondor somp wilhlbednstuglions sent. The
user 4 may then respond to the instructions as most appropriate, 15 which may include responding by

sending a farthent&VIs aieV$MS mrssage itbayeanmiimitrivet SRMestt yhiehusithestrelayed to the
application in the application server 8. [0052] Any SMS or WAP message received after the initiating

SMS and WAREAEeBSg iSTRrasi pRsassaest sy ke apiifiest by dirhine f5oiRaatioirseiet 8 on a

different set of ZQ re% tgrrawined rit(;ria. Ilntthe gxamP_lIe f uiz, presumabl th8 SM% and WAP
message recesmd b T e < e e Rl e IR ld be
answers to thengjdtinguegBoARSENAM thessagbdiclionadtenesarge baeiappligatioty prasesses the
subsequent SMS and WAP message containing the answers as to format and content. If the format is

unrecognizabl® ¥ ME BB TSRSt IRCCBPIATHRY WitHO SRR HIRTSKNSHE fsitAaeThe application

may send i) MHBM%%Q&E% fRe yser 4 to alert the user 4 to the deficiency in the SMS or
WAP message. '

[0051] The instructional message may be in the form of a survey, a quiz or advertorials,
for example. When the instructions are sent to the user 4, the application may also start a
timer in order to track the time taken for the user 4 to respond or comply with the
instructions sent. The user 4 may then respond to the instructions as most appropriate,
15 which may include responding by sending a further SMS or WAP message to the
communication server 6, which is then relayed to the application in the application server

8.

[0052] Any SMS or WAP message received after the initiating SMS and WAP message
is further processed by the application on the application server 8 on a different set of
20 predetermined criteria. In the example of a quiz, presumably the SMS and WAP message
received by the application server 8 after the initiating SMS and WAP message would be
answers to the quiz questions sent in the instructional message. The application
processes the subsequent SMS and WAP message containing the answers as to format
and content. If the format is unrecognizable to the application, or is not in conformity with
25 the prerequisite format, the application may send an appropriate message to the user 4 to

alert the user 4 to the deficiency in the SMS or WAP message.

15



[0053] However, should the format of the subsequent SMS and WAP message be acceptable as
determined by the application, the application then proceeds to check the content of the SMS and
WAP message against its predetermined requirements. In the case of a quiz, for example, the check
would be to see if the answers provided match the 5 predetermined answers to the quiz. If the result is
positive, the application notes the time taken for the user 4 to have responded to the instructional
message appropriately, as well as the effectiveness of the response of the user 4. In the case of a
quiz, this woulgosderHovibenwnded dicasr@at anskeessishtainedswsthadsesd, hesaxantele.
Thereafter, the application assigns the user 4 a score. The score may be based on the performance of

2 10 user 4 in ft‘é?ﬁ%a@fetﬁ%W&?%_P&W&H@%W@rf%é%ti%{kgﬁ?&r ReetsEt 92Pf-’t‘i“r@"sf‘p_ond to the
instructional m@ssa96:Qhe SRARINAUANLIE LA fagiors: [ROpALQNGE RSRYSGAT HRENARebed to a

user 4 by the application, the application ranks the user 4 against other users within standard time
intervals. For exssypke gaiz) seredanaientheonapletedidis tespeonisedarthecinsimudmnabitessage within an
hour may be 15 ranked against other users 4 for that particular hour. The application may also rank

the user 4 Pad¥EI5HRTREEL ARTYFEJRIRRAYS thiHERESARSItfe 422 BRPUARTSRUBIEPLBRs 4 over the
course of otheg Siandard HBeJMEHRAISSHABRI AR RUVIBRY SV aap}%ﬁatelws%r 4 may be

ranked not just on the basis of the score achieved but also on the basis of the time taken to achieve

that score. Acesettlingffgclirdesstihétheetisponet thifeh2Qusievéntiothe assia gleaetry tbis point oéfparticipation

from the user 4 either from an SMS platform or a WAP message[PIatform enables the user 4 to be
a

ranked a plurdfit)"6fMHRBY iff SPIGFARTPEFEVEIRLET SKdlUB8" Aotlt THETRIR- tABSKRIGE- MR ntioned
processes may geCeUiiNJLLRUmE-JQP25] Ladhemuanbibaid g Raluctonal perssagrdfar a quiz, for

example, following the 25 successful response of the user 4, a further instructional message may be
generatedléhdisent ibyeaine aphiecatiobetethereseandwehehfutithe takestrioctienaleméssegeomiy be a

second , _ o
to the instructional message or a combination of both factors.

[0054] Once a score as been ascribed to a user 4 by the application, the application
ranks the user 4 against other users within standard time intervals. For example, a user 4
having completed his response to the instructional message within an hour may be
15 ranked against other users 4 for that particular hour. The application may also rank the
user 4 based on that single response to the instructional message against other users 4
over the course of other standard time intervals, such as a day, a week or even a month.
The user 4 may be ranked not just on the basis of the score achieved but also on the
basis of the time taken to achieve that score. Accordingly, under the method of the
20 invention, a single entry or point of participation from the user 4 either from an SMS
platform or a WAP message platform enables the user 4 to be ranked a plurality of times
in a plurality of events. It should be noted that all the above-mentioned processes may

occur in real-time.

[0055] In the event that the instructional message is for a quiz, for example, following the
25 successful response of the user 4, a further instructional message may be generated and
sent by the application to the user 4. The further instructional message may be a second

round of the quiz and may be harder and or increasing difficulty. The same process as
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round of the quiz and may be harder and or increasing difficulty. The same process as described
above takes place again with respect to the subsequent responses given by the user 4 via SMS or
WAP message. [0056] FIGURE 2 is a process flow diagram of one embodiment of the method of the
present invention. This exemplary process flow diagram describes how messages from a 5 user 22
communicate with various modules of an Application Programme that resides on the Application
Server 8 and the response of each module to the messages from the user 22. [0057] The process
starts with theddsemn22 senvdingkeshaids gtetrethtecascat WseareQuigibqitng ddpphdiespagebyl his UO
Message may be an initiation request that starts or 10 triggers the whole process The UO Message is
received by th@CEHHURiICHRDA BENEResSa8%e UO Message is then processed at the Communication
Server 8 to identify and to attach any relevant information relating to the 'source channel'. The 'source
channel' refersOPehe tRdRRet & plRiFerhs dYurdiRaien tieClFOPRSEAY Walberasdiefttdldh8uch as SMS,
WAP or any other %yitabktaocnhqnlnel ar Jatform. Dufrlgr\lﬂgathe gro&essl)r‘le% Rf the UQ 15 Message, the UO

Message is vdlidated and time-s aer>r(16pné With the exact date and dme (u%v%n ﬁ?ﬁﬁggscorﬁgs? at which this

UO Messade astves @nherficat mithieationnmeives & ahhepprrificatosyaliciating afsthes saurce channel
process and time-stamping process takes place during the "Validation of Source /Store Time" step 24.
[0058] After thEADPFEELRGENE T GRE S8R EFERAMRE OGN TTAREAdH ISEMASSBIGh BN 20 Mfessage is

sent to the Ap Ecation Server 8, at which the "Validation of User Status” step 26 occurs. This includes
the determination of what type of message the UO Message is and validation of the type of message.

In other word Hgg UQ Message may be arhin't'atiog regu st, r%%istrati?n message, response
0057] eé)roce start wlth the 'ﬁer 2 ? n m%w t Is referred o as @ ﬁ r
message or status ‘message, for example, and the application programme assessors the UO Message
to ascertain  Originating (UO) Message. This UO Message may be an initiation request that starts or
10 triggers the whole process. The UO Message is received by the Communication Server
6. The UO Message is then processed at the Communication Server 8 to identify and to
attach any relevant information relating to the ‘source channel’. The ‘source channel’
refers to the channel or platform over which the UO Message was transmitted, such as
SMS, WAP or any other suitable channel or platform. During the processing of the UO
15 Message, the UO Message is validated and time-stamped with the exact date and time
(up to milliseconds) at which this UO Message arrived at the Communication Server 8.

The verification/validation of the source channel process and time-stamping process

takes place during the “Validation of Source /Store Time” step 24.

[0058] After the UO Message is processed at the Communication Server 8, the UO
20 Message is sent to the Application Server 8, at which the “Validation of User Status” step
26 occurs. This includes the determination of what type of message the UO Message is
and validation of the type of message. In other words, the UO Message may be an
initiation request, registration message, response message or status message, for
example, and the application programme assessors the UO Message to ascertain

25 precisely which type of message it is.
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25 precisely which type of message itis. [0059] After the type of message has been determined, the
'Validation of User Status' step 26 validates the current status of the user 22. The validation of the
current status of the user 22 may be performed, in an exemplary embodiment, as follows: a. A new
user may need to register his personal particulars with the 5 application and only thereafter, can that
new user receive or request for instructions or content (quiz). As such, until the new user completes
registration, for example, the processing of the UO Message will be limited to carrying out the various
steps needed mosgmpietatany pe gistiadianphasersen e rhhe alte v dislapanasdtestsas has

completed registration, the user 22 will be sent, in the case of a %ﬂz game, a set of questions, for
i

example. c. ORER tReAIBIRSHI T HE ALY U?e‘fSQQZ_I%eT_E%f’B'_f L 06HE, HECAbTIREEIN will be
expecting ansyers from iRe MSEL AfmAS FUGhe e ARPUGHLMWI BEqsRERand treat UO Messages

from the user 22 as 15answers to the quiz questions accordingly. [0060] The above is one exemplary

embodiment by which the application programme on the Application S I'Ver processes ach UO
new user m need to registe tﬁl o] articulars”~ wit %ﬁ%e uo

Message. Once the appﬁ'ca ion programmé has processe e UOMEs age, a copy o
Message, & the original megsag&ios &enbie theréatabaseiRenear dsto resile i rdlatahase Storage
step 28. The UO Message 20 may be stored both for historical, statistical and/or regulatory
record-keeping purposes. [(UBLFIREr theW O MEYEhgeshas bebMip it @s¥etsas eBRIAIREd above, the

application registration, for example, the processing of the UO Message will be

limited to carrying out the various steps needed to complete any

registration process.

10 b. Thereafter, as soon as the user has completed registration, the user 22

will be sent, in the case of a quiz game, a set of questions, for example.

c. Once the application has sent the user 22 the set of questions, the
application will be expecting answers from the user 22. As such, the
application will process and treat UO Messages from the user 22 as

15 answers to the quiz questions accordingly.

[0060] The above is one exemplary embodiment by which the application programme on
the Application Server processes each UO Message. Once the application programme
has processed the UO Message, a copy of the UO Message, or the original message, is
sent to the Database Server 2 to reside in a Database Storage step 28. The UO Message

20 may be stored both for historical, statistical and/or regulatory record-keeping purposes.

[0061] After the UO Message has been processed as described above, the application
programme forwards all data is obtained from the processed UO message to a response
generator under a “Generate Response — time stored” step 23. Each response is referred
to as a User Terminated (UT) Message. Once the UT Message has been prepared by the
25 application programme, the UT Message is sent to the Database Server 2 in the
Database Storage step 28. The UT Message may be stored both for historical, statistical

and/or regulatory record-keeping purposes. The content of the UT Message that is
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programme forwards all data is obtained from the processed UO message to a response generator
under a "Generate Response - time stored" step 23. Each response is referred to as a User
Terminated (UT) Message Once the UT Message has been prepared by the 25 application
programme, the UT Message is sent to the Database Server 2 in the Database Storage step 28. The
UT Message may be stored both for historical, statistical and/or regulatory record-keeping purposes.
The content of the UT Message that is generated by the application programme is based on all data
that has been gbiamed b tieparbetdrocessingeot thasédriVigissag ehanchsieeinchise=orbe based on
any one or more of the following:- a. user status, 5b. time, delay, c. communication channel, and d.

response mes$&gEARIPERSIRIHIdRG Y th/ersgpeand may include or be based on any one or

more of the following:-
a. user status,
5 b. time, delay,
€. communication channel, and
d. response message and/or instruction to the user 22.

[0062] The application programme then determines the appropriate channel, source or
communication network to utilise in order to send the UT Message that has been
10 generated by the application programme. This is done in a “Determine Communication
Network” step 25. Finally, the UT Message is sent to the Communication Server 6 for
onward transmission of the UT Message via the appropriate communication channel and

then to the actual user 22 over SMS, WAP or any other platform.

[0063] As mentioned earlier, the above description of the exemplary embodiments of the
15 present invention merely serve to aid in the understanding of the underlying principle
behind the invention. The present invention is not to be construed as being limited to the

illustrated embodiments but rather, to the extent as defined in the claims that follow.
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[0062] The application programme then determines the appropriate channel, source or communication
network to utilise in order to send the UT Message that has been 10 generated by the application
programme. This is done in a "Determine Communication Network" step 25. Finally, the UT Message
is sent to the Communication Server 6 for onward transmission of the UT Message via the appropriate
communicetipmschannel and then to the actual user 22 over SMS, WAP or any other platform. [0063]
As mentioned earlier, the above description of the exemplary embodiments of the 15 present invention
merely sgyvg: to @shigytile understanding of the underlying principle behind the invention. The present
invention is not to be construed as being limited to the illustrated embodiments but rather, to the extent

as defined in the,RlaaS tRaidalRundd-odddsyVhal s %@igﬂﬁé ISpidraftyraetBediotGalerto g aNd

processing data to generate a plurality of real-time rankings over a plurality of time intervals, said
method compmdiraity of tirestateliciingpa cethpdwroationdtink between a communication server, an
application server and at least one communication network, said communication network having at
least one user, wheesiabtishiraj leashonéigstorhaskabdewiee forcoomuomitaiaatisgrveith aheagpitatamication
server via the communication network; and said application server having a computer executable

application progrAThATY feFashone OB TritaHio AL OB AR S IAIRIRE BSERSHa the
communicatiogsNelprk, ySHeiRd RN LEGeRY e INtiation BaveR e SomURIGaUAR SRever

relays said initiation request to the application server such that the application programme carries out
processing of thenmitiatoonreeguestito teterminaivdtiethesttedrantitiseidlgdisit@mnesaser agdegsato the
application; sending a first instruction from the application programme to the at least one user upon

the user beingtgPAEHXEEEaRIT AR NIRRT BIO IR Me; tracking concurrently at least one

personal time interval commencing at the time the first instruction is sent by the application
programme; receiving an initiation request from the at least one user via the communications network,

wherein upon receiving the initiation request the communication server relays said initiation
request to the application server such that the application programme carries out processing of
the initiation request to determine whether to grant the at least one user access to the

application;

sending a first instruction from the application programme to the at least one user upon
the user being granted access to the application programme; tracking concurrently at least one
personal time interval commencing at the time the first instruction is sent by the application

programme;

receiving a response from the at least one user with respect to the first instruction,
wherein upon receiving the response the application programme carries out a processing of the
response to make a determination, and upon a determination thereof being made, the

application terminates tracking of the at least one personal time interval; and

assigning an incrementable value to the at least one user upon the determination being
made by the application programme, said value being based on the determination, the length of

the at least one personal time interval or a combination thereof.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising:-
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receiving a response from the at least one user with respect to the first instruction, wherein upon
receiving the response the application programme carries out a processing of the response to make a
determination, and upon a determination thereof being made, the application terminates tracking of the
at least one personal time interval; and assigning an incrementable value to the at least one user
upon the determinatiosdiging anadet bydierapplicatioioptogharmmessait shieheirgchasssbase the
determination, the length of the at least one personal time interval or a combination thereof. 2. The
method of claim™@MfifeniredinpifsHe§F -0 @ PriYdRgiHEfian RasshesedriptAdamh st St REs i EPRast one

user after each 6%%8%@@%8’51 Fﬁ‘eea?ﬁéﬁﬁi%%%‘ée‘r‘%?rtﬁ& @BT&Q&JH%T&&?H%Q% been determined and the

incrementable value assigned to the at least one user by the application programme; tracking

concurrently at least one Qthherrpersogal gme {ntervfal ﬁommencipg at the tirpe the at leastt ne further
tracking.coricurren at leas one turther personal trme Interv. e

. . h (S t com{Henm{lPea
instruction is sent by the application programme; receiving a response rom tne at freast one user

with respect to threahécassneririhasinstruaiians Wherithe pesidacpiyiagr thenesponse the application
programme carries out a processing of the response to make a determination, and upon a

determination thereof heipgifades hesarBHEALCR lETIRalas tagking ol iaaratdeasine furHaer
personal time interval; and assigning a further incrementable value to the at least one user upon

the determinatianstyeshen metisely thenappticadothg regrenrseniddrenpigrtion afr tivearesp aaseetooticaat least
one further instruction,, saiéi value beinq based on the det.ermination thgﬁ:%n th of the at Ieb%st one

personal time iM&KET 2 4% SRBYHRMSEFsDARIHRE R 8P SRS AR ESE S ™Phe

method accordipgde ahy QfdikaRreeadingd AimrinG BNEE GRMRRLISHE further FRAIING thR Aileagt one
user in real-time based on the incrementable value assigned to the at least one user, the at least one

personal time ime#val and/or the at least one further personal time interval, wherein the real-time
ranking is carried out within an at least one standard time interval provided the at least one personal
time interval and/or thexstidjemst enéufinthenqersordhldimeluataovahéalis Watsin the asteaspongrstandard
time interval. 4. The method according to any of the preceding claims, wherein the assigned

incrementable VARSI PARRIAG IS BMACHALAT i H¥AMTRtEBREAPIdABITREGE 1A The
communicationg.aetyRrk. el RSIMEHIOIALCALEIBGIHY BRYLEFIRIMR & mhatdiSIRINGRR-BtiAIAR

request, the first and the at least one further instructions, and the corresponding responses are stored
in a database atwessitletpdhe tpplicatich pragdmmdwize@rsmaldicermimaicationdoetnasien the
application servte%re r%%g the database.

3. The method according to any of the preceding claims, further comprising:-

ranking the at least one user in real-time based on the incrementable value assigned
to the at least one user, the at least one personal time interval and/or the at least one further
personal time interval, wherein the real-time ranking is carried out within an at least one
standard time interval provided the at least one personal time interval and/or the at least one

further personal time interval falls within the at least one standard time interval.

4. The method according to any of the preceding claims, wherein the assigned incrementable
value and/or ranking is communicated in real-time to the at least one user via the

communications network.

5. The method according to any of claims 2 — 4, wherein the initiation request, the first and the at
least one further instructions, and the corresponding responses are stored in a database
accessible by the application programme via electronic communication between the

application server and the database.
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6. The method according to any of claims 2 - 5, wherein the at least one further instruction is of a
higher difficulty, complexity or challenge to the at least one user than the preceding instruction from
the application programme. 7. The method according to any of claims 2 - 6, wherein the preceding
claims wherein the first instruction and the at least one further instruction are predefined, preset or
predetermined withindiheeppbeabiom progieamme.2B- §henerethnd ageasding taaayietihegpreegding
claims, wherein the initiation request comprises at least one specific descriptor. 9. The method

according to clafn@NHhEFEH Y S AP RAEY RHieC8ptir HeditipfoletdnipAsestdie it dEctntom the
group consis:tin%g)[fr %Hﬁ‘éﬂ'ﬁﬁk S1cRELR p@ré‘#ﬁﬂ ification number, age, address, date of birth,

J %
telecommunication device particulars and?)or e-mail address. 10. The method according to any of the

precedin? claim§hwherein the proc ssin OP&the ir}itiaéiomgequftﬁast comprise evalugtirg% mee fcrg)tntent of

3. e method accordin an ai e € preceding claims
the SpPeciIrc descrlprr against pre%e? criteria Omﬁe app ICation programme suc t\ﬁa when tl!1e content

of the specific dgsgripiet taidstte satisiy the praset GrtriigetneableashomepHsRE is estictemassnge
informing of the same. The method according to any of the preceding claims, wherein the

communication WéEEneApplieitrPSsreBM nd database are co-located either physically or logically in a
single server environment. 12. The method according to any of the preceding claims, wherein the at
least oneBcommUrticatigvthetosorting doscoial dietheorkeecalindaciporovonelrie-toeainitelon sienastwork,
subscription television network and/or of -gemand television network, Internet or network of
mobile/desktop %%rﬂﬂf Saeﬁoaﬁvleaﬁ?nlehstg ?ﬁ'gfhc‘)aacgeg)&ding to any of the preceding claims, wherein the at
least one user communicates with the communication server via a device selected from the group

consisting of a CEfuBFEBMMARERTRA%IAH daicl, WRY PRrESNH E8Mh NGy i & 5§ E°EB1SEYe device,
a portable, aircrgftyshin.ArAPRYERIRUALERISHRING6NhEBYice ANFHLOpMERERRRIREIRICKIsIRRdevice.

14. The method according to any of the preceding claims, wherein processing of the first and/or any
subsequent respomnseldress, thtealf paist telreousarnimtinrises € hecking tlhatthe datbaddthesfirst and/or
any subsequent response is in a suitable pre-determined format and of a required preset value. 15.
The method accoreingHodaryaadictaions Boflie \maesdingtbiairankingent the pbdeasipoahdsertisiaarried
out in and provided to the at least one the user in real-time. 16. The method according to any of claims
3 - 15, further Cé@ﬁbqgii;@nprises evaluating the content of the specific descriptor against preset criteria of

the application programme such that when the content of the specific descriptor fails to satisfy

the preset criteria, the at least one user is sent a message informing of the same.

11. The method according to any of the preceding claims, wherein the communication server,
application server and database are co-located either physically or logically in a single server

environment.

12. The method according to any of the preceding claims, wherein the at least one
communication network is a social network, cellular network, free-to-air television network,
subscription television network and/or on-demand television network, Internet or network of

mobile/desktop applications.

13. The method according to any of the preceding claims, wherein the at least one user
communicates with the communication server via a device selected from the group consisting
of a cellular communication device, any personal computing device, a game console device, a
portable, aircraft, ship and/or vehicular entertainment device and/or web-enabled television

device.
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notifying the at least one user of any incentive awarded or privileges accrued from the application
programme based on the at least one user's real-time ranking over any given at least one standard
time interval. 17. The method according to any of claims 5 - 16, wherein the at least one user is
provided with access to the database such that all historic initiation requests, instructions, at least one
further instructiomeresfraasa:endiriy ttheny espensedsdrigwiainie, dlerdineg it acaw disgaaiany of
claims 3 - 17, wherein the standard time interval is selected from the group consisting of a minute, an

hour, a day or aﬁ@fﬁa?éeﬁa%, 'SERPERE/ EYBULH %téeﬁaéwa%erﬁm@%hs%uwa% thevéaiadayee
(Monday, Wedngsday, £riday ala AR NGek iPveaKIY. SPeslis dm Rf difereni yeeks ponths,

years.
preset value.

15. The method according to any of claims 3 — 14, wherein the ranking of the at least one user is

carried out in and provided to the at least one the user in real-time.
16. The method according to any of claims 3 — 15, further comprising:-

notifying the at least one user of any incentive awarded or privileges accrued from the
application programme based on the at least one user's real-time ranking over any given at

least one standard time interval.

17. The method according to any of claims 5 — 16, wherein the at least one user is provided with
access to the database such that all historic initiation requests, instructions, at least one

further instruction, response and further response is viewable.

18. The method according to any of claims 3 — 17, wherein the standard time interval is selected
from the group consisting of a minute, an hour, a day or alternate days, odd days (such as
Tuesday, Thursday or Saturday), even days (Monday, Wednesday, Friday or Sunday)

weekly, biweekly, specific days of different weeks, months, years.
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