
A magneto-resistance effect head (MR head) (10), wherein a lower
electrode-cum-magnetic  shield layer (12) on a substrate (62), a magnetic
gap adjusting layer (14) thereon, a magneto-  resistance effect element (MR
element) (30) on the magnetic gap adjusting layer (14), and an  upper
electrode-cum-magnetic shield layer (28) on the MR element (30), is
provided. A pair of  vertical bias layers (161, 162) is provided at both
sides of the MR element. In the MR element  (30), a lower layer, a free
magnetic layer (18), a nonmagnetic layer (20), a fixed magnetic layer
(22), and a fixing layer (24) are provided in order from the magnetic gap
adjusting layer (14)  side. By providing the magnetic gap adjusting layer
(14) between the lower electrode-cum-  magnetic shield layer (12) and the
free magnetic layer (18), the latter (18) can be made to be  sufficiently
separate from the former (12). Thereby, since a sufficient leak magnetic
field can be  applied to the free magnetic layer (18), the head
reproduction output is improved.  FIG. 1    


