ABSTRACT Di sclosed is a melanin production 7 nhibitor which
has an excellent inhibitory activity on the production of nelanin and
i's hi9Q5.<§ﬂ%S;p&pe mel ani n production inhibitor conprises a conpound
represent ed by géeneral formula (1) (excluding clotrimzole) and/or a
phar macol ogi cal |y acceptable salt thereof. In the fornula, A, A2 and
A3 are independently selected froma hydrogen atom an aryl group

whi ch may have a substituent, and an aromatic heterocyclic group

whi ch nmay have a substituent, wherein at |east one of A, A2 and A3
is selected fromthe aryl group and the aromatic heterocyclic group,
the total nunber of carbon atons %gﬁh@h in A, A2 and ABis 6 to
50 and, when at least two of Al, and A3 represent the aryl groups
or the aromatic heterocyclic groups, the adjacent two aryl or
aromatic heterocyclic groups may be bound to each other via an al kyl

chain or an %hﬁﬁﬂﬂse%hié“é‘%éf%hqhap&E%%'tEbBeEBﬁ§S§E§raﬂhlEﬁ§g%§ oh

0 to 2; Xrepresents a hetero atom “a hydrogen atom or a car
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an oxo group, erein oné o I's an oxo group, t
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Cl-9 h on group 1N one or sone en atons
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wher ei S presen e ‘conpound corresponds

the nu@%’haq:fme?goﬁo%':{@’almegcég\gt%lMaQtR%hei‘egyf? 134} %@tf’orlint&ﬁa??’ﬁl?

A2 and A3 are independently selected from a hydrogen atom, an aryl
group which may have a substituent, and an aromatic heterocyclic
group which may have a substituent, wherein at least one of Al,
A2 andA3is selected fromthe aryl groupandthe aromaticheterocyclic
group, the total number of carbon atoms contained in Al, A2 and
A3 1s 6 to 50 and, when at least two of Al, A2 and A3 represent
the aryl groups or the aromatic heterocyclic groups, the adjacent
two aryl or aromatic heterocyclic groups may be bound to each other
via an alkyl chain or an alkenyl chain to form a ring; m represents
an integer of 0 to 2; X represents a hetero atom, a hydrogen atom,
or & carbon atom; R1 and RZ2 are independently selected from a hydrogen
atom and an oxo group, wherein when one. of R1 and R2 is an oxo group,
the other is not present; and R3 is selected from a hydrogen atom,
and a C;-g hydrocarbon group in which one or some of hydrogen atoms
or carbon atoms may be substituted by a hetero atom or hetero atoms,
wherein the number of R3’s present in the compound corresponds to

the number of X’s and, when two or more R3’s are present, the R3's
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are independently present and the adjacent two R3' s may be bound to
each other to form together with X, a ring, and the term nal of R3
may be Bg&gg%éﬁgP carbon atomto which Al, A2 and A3 are bound,

t hereby~ T o g ring. Formula 1

are independently present and the adjacent two R3’s may be bound
to each other to form, together with X, a ring, and the terminal
of R3 may be bound to a carbon atom to which Al, A2 and A3 are bound,

thereby forming a ring.

Formula 1
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