
TAMPER EVIDENCING BAND Field of the invention The
present invention relates to a tamper evidencing band
for securing about an article or part of an article
which once secured cannot be removed without leaving
evidence that the band has been tampered with. In
particular, although not exclusively, the invention
relates to a band used to secure an item of luggage.
Background of the invention The transportation of
articles, such as items of personal baggage, is an
area of great concern. When baggage is transported
there are invariably periods of time in which the
baggage is susceptible to tampering. This may either
be when baggage is left unattended, however briefly,
by the owner, or may even occur after the baggage
owner has handed over the baggage to the care of the
transporters. Tampering with such articles of baggage
is becoming increasingly more common, and may well
have disastrous effects. Tampering can include merely
opening and rifling through the contents of a bag,
stealing contents from a bag or even inserting items
into a bag. Given this increase in tampering, and the
corresponding increase in awareness, there is a need
for a simple way in which to secure items of baggage
so as to be able to immediately ascertain whether the
item has been tampered with. The foregoing prior art
discussion is not to be taken as an admission of
common general knowledge. Summary of the invention In
accordance with a first aspect of the invention, there
is provided a tamper evidencing band for encircling an
article, the band including an elongate strip, the
band beingprovided with a loop, the provision of the
loop being such that attempted opening or 



removal of the loop will be evidenced by the band, the
strip having a portion distal from the loop which is
insertable through the loop and provided with
attachment means to selectively attach the distal
portion onto another portion of the strip to encircle
the article whereby attempted removal of the
attachment will be evidenced by the band. Preferably,
the loop is provided by means of a buckle which is
attached to the loop. The attachment should be done in
such a manner that any attempt to remove the buckle
will evidenced by the band. Preferably, the buckle is
provided at a proximal portion of the strip and may be
secured to the strip by inserting the proximal end of
the strip through a loop of the buckle and attaching
the proximal portion of the strip back onto itself. In
an alternative form of the invention the loop may be
provided by the strip itself by doubling over a
proximal portion of the strip and securing it back on
itself but leaving a loop of the strip unsecured to
itself. The nature of the formation or securement of
the loop is such that any attempt to open the loop or
remove the loop will be evidenced by the band. One way
which this can be achieved is by ensuring that the
adhesive bond required to form or secure the loop in
the strip is stronger than the material of the strip
itself. Therefore, upon attempted separation of
adhered portions of the strip, the material of the
strip will tear thus evidencing the attempt.
Additionally, the strip may be formed to enhance the
likelihood of a tear on attempted separation. This may
be achieved by forming slits or lines of weakness in
the strip such as chevron shaped slits. In an
alternative form of the invention, the strip may be
shaped with a pull tab which is narrower in width than
the remainder of the strip and thereby encourages
tearing longitudinally of the strip or along
predefined line of weakness. Additionally, means may
be provided to prevent or inhibit 



re-adhesion of the separated portions of the strip. In
a most preferred form of the invention, indicia are
provided which indicate tampering. For example, on
separation of adhered portions of the strip, a word
may be revealed, such as "TAMPER".In a particular form
of the invention, the tamper evidencing portion
securing or forming the loop may comprise a first
portion and a second portion attachable to the first
portion, the second portion having at least one
securing portion and a detachable portion which may be
irreversibly detached from the at least one securing
portion. Each of the at least one securing portions
may be joined to the detachable portion by a frangible
line with the force required to remove the at least
one securing portion from the first portion being
greater than the force required to break the frangible
line. Each of the at least one securing portions may
be attached to the first portion by nylon stitching.
Preferably, each of the at least one securing portions
may be attached to the first portion by an adhesive
bond. The detachable portion may also incorporate the
pull-tab which allows the detachable portion to be
easily grasped. In one embodiment, the first portion,
the loop and the detachable portion form a common
surface which is revealed on the formation of the open
loop, and the common surface may be printed with the
tamper indicating indicia. In a most preferred form of
the tamper evidencing band, the loop is provided
already formed or secured within the band. The tamper
evidencing band may then be applied to the article by:
encircling the article with the strip; inserting the
distal portion of the strip through the loop until the
band is taut around the article; and attaching the
distal portion of the strip onto an adjacent portion
of the strip, depending upon the configuration of the
strip around the article. The attachment is such that
any attempt to remove the attachment will be evidenced
by the band. The tamper evidencing of the distal
portion 



may have any of the features described above for
tamper evidencing of the loop. The tamper evidencing
band is suitably provided to the end user without the
attachment of the distal portion of the strip, the
attachment of the distal portion of the strip being
undertaken by the end user to suit the size of the
article. In order to make the attachment, at least a
portion of the strip may comprise an adhesive layer
and a removable backing layer. The removable backing
layer may be removable in portions which when removed
each expose a corresponding portion of the adhesive
layer.At least a portion of the strip may include one
or more apertures. Each of the one or more apertures
may be shaped to as to receive a second
tamper-evidencing band extending transversely. The
apertures are preferably in the form of slits or slots
extending longitudinally in the strip. Further, the
strip may be provided with a detachable ticket portion
which may be separated from the remainder of the strip
and retained by the owner of the article. The
detachable ticket portion may be provided as an end
portion adjacent the distal portion of the strip. In
accordance with a second aspect of the present
invention, there is provided a tamper evidencing band
for encircling an article, the band including an
elongate strip having a loop forming portion and a
portion distal from the loop forming portion, the loop
forming portion being formable into a loop such that
once formed, attempted opening of the loop will be
evidenced by the strip, the distal portion of the
strip being insertable through the loop and provided
with attachment means to selectively attach the distal
portion onto another portion of the strip to encircle
the article whereby attempted removal of the
attachment will be evidenced by the band. In
accordance with a third aspect of the invention, there
is provided a kit for a tamper 



evidencing band for encircling an article, including:
an elongate strip having a distal portion; a loop
which is attachable to the band in spaced disposition
from the distal portion in such a manner that
attempted removal of the loop will be evidenced by the
band, the distal portion of the strip being insertable
through the loop; and attachment means to selectively
attach the distal portion onto another portion of the
strip to encircle the article whereby attempted
removal of the attachment will be evidenced by the
band.In accordance with a fourth aspect of the
invention, there is provided a luggage strap for
securing an item of luggage comprising an elongate
strip and attachment means for securing the strip
around the luggage item wherein the strip includes
longitudinally extending slits or apertures to receive
another luggage strap which extends transversely. The
terms "proximal" and "distal" used in relation to the
strip are arbitrary terms used to label various
portions of the strip and describe only their relative
relationship to each other. As used herein, the term
"comprise" and variations of the term, such as
"comprising", "comprises" and "comprised", are not
intended to exclude other additives, components,
integers or steps. This invention may also be said
broadly to consist in the parts, elements and features
referred to or indicated in the specification of the
application, individually or collectively, and any or
all combinations of any two or more of said parts,
elements or features, and where specific integers are
mentioned herein which have known equivalents in the
art to which this invention relates, such known
equivalents are deemed to be incorporated herein as if
individually set forth. 



The invention consists in the foregoing and also
envisages constructions of which the following gives
examples. The invention will now be described with
reference to the accompanying drawings which show a
preferred embodiment of the tamper evidencing band. It
is to be understood, however, that the invention is
not limited to the features of the preferred
embodiment shown in the drawings. Brief description of
the drawings Fig. 1 provides a perspective view of a
tamper evidencing band according to a first embodiment
of the present invention with the loop portion
creating a closed loop;Fig. 2 provides a top view of a
tamper evidencing band with the loop portion creating
an open loop; Fig. 3 provides a perspective view of
the tamper evidencing portion of a tamper evidencing
band according to the present invention; Fig. 4
provides a perspective view of a tamper evidencing
band according the present invention secured about an
empty space; Fig. 5 provides a front view of an
article secured by 3 tamper evident bands according to
the present invention; Fig. 6 provides a
cross-sectional view of a part of the securing portion
of a tamper evident band according to the present
invention; Fig. 7 is a plan view of a second preferred
embodiment of a tamper evidencing band according to
the present invention; Fig. 8 is a side view of the
band of Fig. 7; Fig. 9 is a detailed view of Fig. 7;
Fig. 10 is a perspective view of the proximal end of
the band of Fig. 7; Fig. 11 is a detailed view of Fig.
7; 



Fig. 12 is a detailed view of Fig. 8; Fig. 13 is a
perspective view of a buckle to be used in the band of
Fig. 7; and Fig. 14 is a detailed view of a ticket
portion to be incorporated into the band of Fig.
7.Detailed description of the embodiments With
reference to figure 1 the present invention provides a
tamper evidencing band 100 for securing about an
article or part of an article. The tamper evidencing
band 100 comprises a strip of Tyvek(r) brand
protective material made by Dupont. Tyvek(r)is made
from very fine high-density polyethylene fibres which
are formed by flash-spinning. The fibres are randomly
distributed and non-directional and are bonded
together by heat and pressure - without the use of
binders, sizers or fillers. The strip of Tyvek(r)
material includes a tamper evidencing portion 102 at a
first (proximal) end of the tamper evidencing band
100, an article securing portion 104 at a second
(distal) end of the tamper evidencing band 100 and a
body portion 106 extending between the tamper
evidencing portion 102 and the article securing
portion 104. The body portion 106 is formed with a
number of apertures 108, 110 and 112, each of which is
shaped so as to be able to receive a second tamper
evidencing band 100 through the aperture as will be
described in connection with Figure 4. As is best seen
in figure 3, the tamper evidencing portion 102
comprises a first portion 302 proximate the body
portion 106, a second portion 304 distal the body
portion 106, and a loop portion 306 extending between
the first portion 302 and the second portion 304. The
second portion 304 comprises a first securing portion
308, a second securing portion 310, and a detachable
portion 312. Extending from the detachable portion 312
is a pull-tab 314, the pull-tab 314 shaped so as to be
easily graspable by, for example, a 



thumb and finger. The detachable portion 312 is joined
to the first securing portion 308 by a first frangible
line 316, and the second securing portion 310 is
joined to the detachable portion 312 by a second
frangible line 318. Prior to use of the tamper
evidencing band 100, the first securing portion 308
and second securing portion 310 are both attached to
the first portion 302. The attachment may be by any
conventional means provided that the force required to
remove the firstsecuring portion 308 and the second
securing portion 310 from the first portion 302 is
greater than the force required to break the first
frangible line 316 and second frangible line 318. One
such form of attachment could be by nylon stitching
through the first securing portion 308 and the first
portion 302, and through the second securing portion
310 and the first portion 302. Alternatively an
adhesive could be used to attach the first securing
portion 308 and second securing portion 310 to the
first portion 302. When the first securing portion 308
and the second securing portion 310 are attached to
the first portion 302, the loop portion 306 forms a
closed loop 114 in the tamper evidencing portion 102
of the tamper evidencing band 100, clearly visible in
figure 1. Once this closed loop 114 has been formed
the closed loop 114 may only be opened by either
cutting the loop portion 306, or by pulling the
pull-tab 314. As the attachment between the first and
second securing portions 308, 310 and the first
portion 302 are both stronger than the first frangible
line 316 and second frangible line 318, pulling the
pull-tab 314 causes both the first frangible line 316
and second frangible line 318 to break, releasing the
detachable portion 312 from the first and second
securing portions 308, 310. When the detachable
portion 312 is released from the first securing
portion 308 and the second securing portion 310, the
loop portion 306 forms an open loop 204, clearly
visible in figure 2. Also clearly visible in figure 2,
a common surface 202 is formed by one surface of each 



of the first portion 302, loop portion 306 and
detachable portion 312. When the open loop 204 is
formed the whole of the common surface 202 is clearly
visible. The common surface is printed with a tamper
indicating indicia 204 extending the length of the
common surface 202 which, in this case, clearly shows
the word 'TAMPERED'. It will of course be appreciated
that the tamper indicating indicia 204 printed on the
common surface 202 may be made up of any words,
colours, pictures or patterns. The article securing
portion 104, at the opposite end of the tamper
evidencing band 100 to the tamper evidencing portion
102, is used to secure the band 100 about an article.
The article securing portion 104 comprises a first
part 116 distal the tamper evidencingportion 102 and a
second part 118 proximate the tamper evidencing
portion. As shown in figure 6, at least one of the
first part 116 and the second part 118 comprise an
adhesive layer 604 atop the band 602, and a removable
backing layer 606 covering the adhesive layer 604. The
removable backing layer comprises several removable
backing layer portions 608, 610 and 612, each of which
may be removed independently to expose part of the
adhesive layer 604. As can be appreciated from the
foregoing description, the tamper evidencing band 100
of the present invention can be simply and
cost-effectively manufactured from a single continuous
band. The tamper evidencing band 100 may be supplied
to the user in the form shown in Figure 1 with the
loop already formed. Alternatively, the band 100 may
be supplied without the loop being formed, so that the
user forms the loop prior to installation of the band.
In order to secure the tamper evidencing band 100
about an article, the first part 116 of the article
securing portion 104 is passed around the article to
be secured and inserted through the closed loop 114 of
the tamper evidencing portion 102. As many removable 



portions 608, 610 and 612 of the article securing
portion 104 as is desired are removed to expose at
least part of the adhesive layer 604. The first part
116 is then attached anywhere along the strip from the
second part 118 including the body portion 106,
depending on the girth of the article. Figure 4 shows
a tamper evidencing band 402 secured about an empty
space. The adhesive bond which will be formed between
the article securing portion 104 and the part of the
strip to which it is secured is such that it will be
stronger than the material of the strip itself. This
will render the attachment tamper evident because any
attempt to separate the first part 116 and the second
part 118 will result in the strip material tearing.
Further, the strip material could be configured with
slits which enhance tearing in the event of attempted
detachment. Once the tamper evidencing band 100 has
been secured about an article, as described above, it
is not possible to release the tamper evidencing band
100 without leaving evidence of removal. The easiest
way to remove the tamper evidencing band 100 fromthe
article is by pulling the pull tab 314. As described
above, this causes the first frangible line 316 and
second frangible line 318 to break, releasing the
detachable portion 312 and creating the open loop 204.
Once the open loop 204 has been created, the article
securing portion 104 is freed which allows for the
tamper evidencing band 100 to be removed from the
article. Once broken, however the first frangible line
316 and second frangible line 318 cannot be rejoined,
leaving several clear signs of tampering in the tamper
evidencing band 100. Signs of tampering include the
broken frangible lines 316 and 318, or in the event
that the tamper evidencing band 100 has been removed
entirely from the article, the fact that the tamper
evidencing band 100 is not present at all. The most
obvious sign of tampering in the event that the
frangible lines 316 and 318 have been broken is found
in the tamper indicating indicia 204 formed on the
common 



surface 202 which becomes clearly visible when the
open loop 204 is formed. The tamper evidencing band
100, of course, may also be removed by cutting or
breaking the tamper evidencing band 100 at any point,
in which case the band cannot be joined back together
without leaving evidence of tampering. The tamper
evidencing band 100 will also show evidence of
tampering if there has been an attempt to separate the
article securing portion to where it is attached to
the strip. Such signs may include tearing or
distortion of the material in the strip. Once the
passenger arrives at their destination, if the band is
intact then they may proceed to unpack their luggage
by simply pulling on the pull tag 314. This is
particularly beneficial since travellers are at the
present time, not permitted to carry sharp
instruments. Figures 4 and 5 illustrate how three
tamper evidencing bands 100, 402 and 404, may be used
to secure an article 502. In figure 4 the article 502
has been omitted from the drawing so as to clearly
show the securing of the tamper evidencing band 100,
and in figure 5 the article 502 is a suitcase.The
first tamper evidencing band 100 is passed around the
article 502 and secured according to method described
above. In order to provide even greater security, two
more tamper evidencing bands 402 and 404 are passed
through the apertures 108 and 112 in the body 106 of
the first tamper evidencing band 402 and secured about
the 5 article 502, again in the same manner as
described above. Figures 7 to 14 show an alternative
form of the invention which is similar in many
respects to the first embodiment. Thus, like numerals
represent like parts, with the addition of a prime
symbol (') to indicate the parts in the second
embodiment which may be modified to suit the second
embodiment. 10 The tamper evidencing band 100' in the
second embodiment includes an elongate strip 



as with the first embodiment. The main difference is
that while the tamper evidencing portion 102' still
forms a loop 114', this loop is not intended to
receive the distal end 104' of the strip. Instead, the
loop 114' accommodates a buckle 115 as shown in Fig.
13. The buckle 115 defines a loop 117 through which
the distal end 104 of the strip passes. It is 15
intended that the tamper evidencing band 100' will be
provided to end users with the buckle 115 already
attached. Alternatively, the band may be provided in
kit form with the strip and buckle separate. The end
user on use of the band 100' inserts the distal
portion 104' through the loop 117 of the buckle 115
and secures the band 100' around the article as is
described in connection with the first embodiment. The
buckle 115 also 20 includes a recessed area for
insertion of advertising material, logo or another
identifier such as a serial number. Each band 100' may
be provided with its unique serial number identifier.
Fig. 9 is a detailed view of the distal portion 104'.
The distal portion 104' is adhesive backed with a
release paper (not shown) which the end user removes
in order to secure 25 the band 100' to a selected
portion of the body portion 106, depending on the
girth of the article. The body portion 106' is also
provided with chevron shaped slits 906 as shown which
will enhance tearing on attempted separation of the
distal portion 104' from the portion of the body
portion 106' to which it is attached. Additionally,
the strip may be provided with micro-printing which
distorts when the distal portion 104' is 30. removed
from the part of the strip to which it is attached.
This may.be an overall printdesign. The band 100' is
also reinforced with nylon stitching 908 about the
periphery of the strip. As shown in Figure 10, the
nylon stitching 908 may also extend along the
frangible tear lines 316' and 318'. Another feature of
this tamper evidencing band 100' is that instead of
the slots 108, 110, 112, the band 100' is provided
with slits 108'. The slits enable the passage of
additional 



bands in the manner shown in Fig. 4. Fig. 14
illustrates an additional feature of the band 100'.
Fig. 14 illustrates the configuration of a ticket
portion 900 which may be incorporated into the band
100'. The ticket portion 900 includes a separable
receipt portion 902 which is retained by the
traveller. This receipt portion 902 may be provided
with a unique serial number which corresponds to the
unique serial number provided in the recess 119 or
elsewhere on the band 100'. This enables the
traveller's receipt portion to be associated with the
correct item of luggage. The ticket portion 900 may be
a discreet portion as shown in Fig. 14 which is
adhered to the end of the distal portion 104'. The
receipt portion 902 may then be detached by separating
it along frangible line 904. Alternatively, the
receipt portion 902 may be formed as an integral
portion of the strip. It will be understood that the
invention disclosed and defined in this specification
extends to all alternative combinations of two or more
of the individual features mentioned or evident from
the text or drawings. All of these different
combinations constitute various alternative aspects of
the invention.CLAIMS 1. A tamper evidencing band for
encircling an article, the band including an elongate
strip, the band being provided with a loop, the
provision of the loop being such that attempted
opening or removal of the loop will be evidenced by
the band, the strip having a portion distal from the
loop which is insertable through the loop and the
strip being provided with attachment means to
selectively attach the distal portion onto another
portion of the strip to encircle the article whereby
attempted removal of the attachment will be evidenced
by the band. 2. The tamper evidencing band as claimed
in claim 1 wherein the loop is provided by means of a
buckle which is attached to the strip. 



3. The tamper evidencing band as claimed in claim 2
wherein the strip has a proximal end and a proximal
portion and the buckle has an aperture and wherein the
buckle is secured to the strip by inserting the
proximal end of the strip through the aperture of the
buckle and attaching the proximal portion of the strip
back onto itself such that attempted removal of the
buckle will be evidence by the strip or the buckle. 4.
The tamper evidencing band as claimed in claim 3
wherein the attachment of the proximal portion of the
strip onto itself is by an adhesive bond and/or
stitching which is stronger than the material of the
strip. 5. The tamper evidencing band as claimed in
claim 3 or claim 4 wherein the proximal portion of the
strip includes a pull tab which is defined, at least
in part, by one or more lines of weakness in the strip
for encouraging tearing along the one or more lines of
weakness. 6. The tamper evidencing band as claimed in
claim 1 wherein the strip has a proximal portion which
is doubled over and secured back on itself leaving a
portion of the strip unsecured to itself to define the
loop.7. The tamper evidencing band as claimed in claim
6 wherein the securement of the loop is such that an
attempt to open the loop or remove the loop will be
evidenced by the strip. 8. The tamper evidencing band
as claimed in claim 6 or 7 wherein securement of the
loop is by an adhesive bond and/or stitching which is
stronger than the material of the strip. 9. The tamper
evidencing band as claimed in any one of claims 6 to 8
wherein the proximal portion of the strip includes a
pull tab which, at least in part, is defined by one or
more lines of weakness in the strip for encouraging
tearing along the one or more lines of weakness. 



10. The tamper evidencing band as claimed in any one
of claims 3 to 9 wherein indicia are provided on the
proximal portion and are hidden or obscured by the
proximal portion being doubled over and secured back
on itself, the indicia being revealed on detachment of
the securement to indicate tampering. 11. The tamper
evidencing band as claimed in any one of the preceding
claims wherein the strip is formed with slits or lines
of weakness to enhance the likelihood of a tear on
attempted separation of the distal portion from said
another portion of the strip. 12. The tamper
evidencing band as claimed in any one of the preceding
claims wherein at least a portion of the strip
includes one or more apertures for receiving a second
tamper-evidencing band extending transversely. 13. The
tamper evidencing band as claimed in any one of the
preceding claims wherein the strip is provided with a
detachable ticket portion which is separable from the
remainder of the strip for retention by the owner of
the article. 14. A tamper evidencing band for
encircling an article, the band including an elongate
strip having a loop forming portion and a portion
distal from the loop forming portion, the loop forming
portion being formable into a loop such that once
formed, attempted opening of the loop will be
evidenced by the strip,the distal portion of the strip
being insertable through the loop and the strip being
provided with attachment means to selectively attach
the distal portion onto another portion of the strip
to encircle the article whereby attempted removal of
the attachment will be evidenced by the strip. 15. The
tamper evidencing band as claimed in claim 14 wherein
the loop forming portion is doubled over and secured
back on itself leaving a portion of the strip
unsecured to itself to define the loop. 16. The tamper
evidencing band as claimed in claim 14 or 15 wherein
securement of 



the loop is by an adhesive bond which is stronger than
the material of the strip or at leat of sufficient
strength to cause distortion or tearing of the
material of the strip. 17. The tamper evidencing band
as claimed in claim 15 or 16 wherein indicia are
provided on the loop forming portion and are hidden or
obscured by the loop forming portion being doubled
over and secured back on itself, the indicia being
revealed on detachment of the securement to indicate
tampering. 18. The tamper evidencing band as claimed
in any one of claims 14 to 17 wherein the loop forming
portion includes a pull tab which is defined, at least
in part, by one or more lines of weakness in the strip
for encouraging tearing along the one or more lines of
weakness. 19. The tamper evidencing band as claimed in
any one of claims 14 to 18 wherein the strip is formed
with slits or lines of weakness to enhance the
likelihood of a tear on attempted separation of the
distal portion from said another portion of the strip.
20. The tamper evidencing band as claimed in any one
of claims 14 to 19 wherein at least a portion of the
strip includes one or more apertures for receiving a
second tamper-evidencing band extending transversely.
2 1. The tamper evidencing band as claimed in any one
of claims 14 to 20 wherein the strip is provided with
a detachable ticket portion which is separable from
the remainder of the strip for retention by the owner
of the article.22. A kit for a tamper evidencing band
for encircling an article, including: an elongate
strip having a distal portion; a loop which is
attachable to the band in spaced disposition from the
distal portion in such a manner that attempted removal
of the loop will be evidenced by the band, the distal
portion of the strip being insertable through the
loop; and attachment means to selectively attach the
distal portion onto another portion of 



the strip to encircle the article whereby attempted
removal of the attachment will be evidenced by the
band. 23. The kit as claimed in claim 22 wherein the
loop is in the form of a buckle. 24. The kit as
claimed in claim 23 wherein the strip has a proximal
end and a proximal portion and the buckle has an
aperture and wherein the buckle is secured to the
strip by inserting the proximal end of the strip
through the aperture of the buckle and attaching the
proximal portion of the strip back onto itself such
that attempted removal of the buckle will be evidence
by the strip. 25. The kit as claimed in any one of
claims 22 to 24 wherein at least a portion of the
strip includes one or more apertures for receiving a
second strip extending transversely. 26. The kit as
claimed in any one of the claims 22 to 25 wherein the
strip is provided with a detachable ticket portion
which is separable from the remainder of the strip for
retention by the owner of the article. 27. The kit as
claimed in any one of claims 22 to 26 wherein the
strip is formed with slits or lines of weakness to
enhance the likelihood of a tear on attempted
separation of the distal portion from said another
portion of the strip.28. A luggage strap for securing
an item of luggage comprising an elongate strip and
attachment means for securing the strip around the
luggage item wherein the strip includes longitudinally
extending slits or apertures to receive another
luggage strap which extends transversely. 


