wO 2004/030384 A3 |00 0000 OO R A

A system and net hod of instant nessaging is provided.
A plurality of nessaging clients capable of
transmtting i nstant nessages to one another are each
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SYSTEM AND METHOD OF WIRELESS INSTANT MESSAGING

(57) Abstract: A system and method of instant
messaging is provided. A plurality of messaging
clients capable of transmitting instant messages to
one another are each configured to share presence
information with one another via a network. A
determination is made, with respect to each of the
messaging clients, as to whether the messaging
client is in a state in which it is receptive to
receiving presence information from the other
messaging clients, and if so, then the presence
information is provided to the messaging client.
The presence information may be provided
directly between the messaging clients, or it may
be provided through one or more centralized
proxy servers that store and propagate the
presence information. A special state is provided,

/V — referred to herein as the unknown state, which
when entered by a particular messaging client will
cause the system to cease further transmissions
of presence information to that client and/or
transmissions about that client. Upon changing
to a communicative state, the system resumes
providing presence information to/about the
messaging client.
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