In an i mage codi ng nethod of the present invention, after a process such as
DCT is perfornmed to digital image data, quantization process is perforned,
and then, to resultant quantized transform coefficients, variable I ength
coding process is performed with reference to a variable Iength code table
showi ng how variable | ength codes are alégcated, and in a conparison
precess between an event derived fromthg®quanti zed transform coefficients
and a reference event included in the variable | ength code table,

transformatio geris performed to increase a possibility of perforning
vari abl e Ieng%‘wﬁh satisfactory coding efficiency.

IMAGE CODING AND DECODING METHODS

In an image coding method of the present invention, after a
process such as DCT is performed to digital image data,
quantization process is performed, and then, to resultant quantized
transform coefficients, variable length coding process is performed
with reference to a variable length code table showing how variable
length codes are allocated, and in a comparison process between an
event derived from the quantized transform coefficients and a
reference event included in the variable length code table,
transformation process is performed to increase a possibility of

performing variable length coding with satisfactory coding efficiency.
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