A bgot assenbly used with a joint assenbly has an el astoneri c boot and
an annul arly shaped retainer ring. The el astoneric boot is

approxi mately cup shaped and has an axis with a cavity therealong— A
substanti al | .90,602a28%I(3680 D) aperture at a base portion of the boot opens

to the cavity. The retainer ring is substantially 'm@shaetrﬂasB

the first aperture of the boot and is secured to the

portion. The retainer ring has a plurarfry of radially |

extending fingers. Each finger. has a finger aper ure

t her et hrough reduci ng a bendin tEEBgEE 0 i I;l nger in response to an
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

'A boot assembly used with a joint assembly has an
elastomeric boot and an annularly shaped retainer ring. The
. elastomeric boot is approximately cup shaped and has an axis
wit:h a cavity therealong. A substantially coaxial first

erture at & base portion of the boot opens to the cavity. The
retainer ring 1s substantially concentric with the first
aperture of the boot and 1s secured to the boot at the base
portion. The retainer ring has a plurality of radially inwardly
extending fingers. Bach finger has a finger aperture
therethrough reducing & bending strength of the finger in
response to an axial force thereagainst.
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