ABSTRACT A net hod, apparatus and conputer program product for virtual

tradi ng of a commpdity between business entities using the Internet, an
Intranet, or an Extranet (340) are disclosed. A trading center (400)
rreceives a sale order for the comopdity froma custonmer system (470) using
ext ensi bl e Styl e Language (XSL) and/or thggextensible Markup Language (XM)
(410E). The trading center (400) includes a web server (330), a back-end

processi ng system (3Ngtwork-BasedViretiial OommoeditysExchangei00)
_sources (434-436) a supplier system (480-484) of the conmmodity from several

supplier systens (480-484) dependent upon information nade avail abl e using
XML (410E). The custoner and supplier systens (470-474, 480-484) each
.include a froABSERAGAocessi ng system (470A, 480A), a back end processing

-system (470B, ,4 ' ; i pur chase
transaction ( @Q&Qﬁﬁ%@%@%@ﬁﬁﬁ &#%ﬁgr?(ﬁgp%%aﬁﬂ%g#% omthe
tradi ng cent egorfiddity betwde basinedsieatitieirgNthe AReméf 4 Intedney oXbh Byaatdt) . A
comodity sale transaction (444, 448) is then committed vja the network
(490) from t hE340) axri digeloserl: & tradinpyenter (4AQ) recaivesresalegrdercior thememmodityysi ng
XM (410E). from a customer system (470) using eXtensible Style Language (XSL) and/or the

eXtensible Markup Language (XML) (410E). The trading center (400) includes a

web server (330), a back-end processing system (310), and storage media. The

trading center (400) sources (434-436) a supplier system (480-484) of the commodity

from several supplier systems (480-484) dependent upon information made available

using XML (410E). The customer and Supplier systems (470-474, 480-484) each

include a front end processing system (470A, 480A), a back end processing system

(470B, 480B), and storage media (470C, 480C). A commodity purchase transaction

(438, 442, 446) is committed via the network (492) from the trading center (400) to

the supplier system (480-484) using XML (410E). A commodity sale transaction

(444, 448) is then committed via the network (490) from the trading center (400) to

the customer system (470-474) using XML (410E).
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