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ABSTRACT

An apparatus for installing software onto a computer system includes a step
table and a component table. The step table contains a set of software installation
steps shared among different components of substantially all computer systems being
manufactured. The component table contains a set of substantially all possible

5  components that are included within computer systems being manufactured. The
computer system corresponds to a family of computer systems and the apparatus
further includes a family relation table, a family relation table and a family component
relation table. The family relation table identifies the relationship between a set of
software installation steps and each family of computer system being manufactured.

10  The family component relation table identifies the relationship between the family of
computer systems and the set of components. The family step relation table identifies
the relation between a component and a set of software installation steps appropriate

for the corresponding component.
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