1 AN | MPROVED ROLLER FOR SELECTI VELY APPLYI NG PAI NT AT SURFACE CORNERS
Field of the Invention [0001] The present invention relates to apparatuses
‘for applying fluids such as, paint, onto surfaces. In particular, the
present invention relates to a paint roller for selectively applying paint
at surface corners. Background of the Invention [0002 Paint rollers for
appl yi ng paint onto surfaces are knownl Typically, such paint rollers have
pai nt - absor bi ng surfaces that are dipped into paint containers and then
rolled over surfaces that are to be painted. Another type of paint rollers
has a per neabPNdVIPRQVED RQL-LIER.FORi SELECTIVELY ARREYY pai nt
rollers, can flow through for application onto surfaces that are to be

pai nted. [0003] Generally, existing paint rollers works well for a flat,
even surface on which oﬁA‘MTsA'ﬁ@URE}AQEﬂ@MER&m or is to be applied.
However, a problem arises when such paint rollers are used to apply paint
at surface corners forned, for exanple, by two walls or between a wall and
aceiling. Thisis a problen1g%é8use pai nt desired on one surface nay be
undesirably applied onto an abjeld&fithelpyaption| 0004] Prior art paint

rollers that @bdgviig préduht MRRYfORTRRIESTS BELUGRILS 1oPabERInCnfdS it

I ssued to Burns ét al., an appar at provi

as a barrier a% prinhtordeiswgfagep! i kdparticolam theel paesant isveritorerelai@scio pri or
art paint rol]ler rovide shield-1ike barriers that are detachably nounted
to the paint Q%Ff@ﬁ?fy%&?é%?é'?’?ym'wf‘gwt@gﬁ@rfac? CRES%Hrri ers causes

ot her problens. For exanple, the barrier may be required to contact an

adj acent surface for alignnment purposes and presents a probl em when an

adj acent surface has wet paBackground gfithe inwentinsequently, the adjacent
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such paint rollers have paint-absorbing surfaces that are dipped into paint
containers and then rolled over surfaces that are to be painted. Another
type of paint rollers has a permeable surface through which paint, stored
inside such paint rollers, can flow through for application onto surfaces that
are to be painted.

[0003] Generally, existing paint rollers works well for a flat, even surface on
which only a single paint shade or color is to be applied. However, a
problem arises when such paint rollers are used to apply paint at surface
corners formed, for example, by two walls or between a wall and a ceiling.
This is a problem because paint desired on one surface may be undesirably
applied onto an adjacent surface.

[0004] Prior art paint rollers that alleviate the above problem include US
Patent 5,623,740, issued to Burns et al., in which an apparatus provides a
shield that acts as a barrier to paint being applied onto an adjacent surface.
Such prior art paint rollers provide shield-like barriers that are detachably
mounted to the paint rollers. However, use of the shield-like barriers causes
other problems. For example, the barrier may be required to contact an
adjacent surface for alignment purposes and presents a problem when an
adjacent surface has wet paint or is delicate. Consequently, the adjacent
surface can be damaged or abrasion by contact with the guard.




require assenbling or attaching, which adds conplexity to prior art paint
roll ers. [0005] Another problemis that an uneven or rough painting surface
‘W ll cause the users of prior art paint rollers to skip certain areas of
the surface, given the inherent rigidity of the paint rollers. [0006] Yet
anot her problem comon to all paint rollers, is that application of an
overly heavy force in use will contrib@e to excessive paint being

squeezed out, resulting in an undesirably thick coat of paint. [0007] The
present i nvenfUBResnpE:; fshieldtike bawiarsl arsguardeaarki asceisaukes itbat typically

PCT/ SG03/ 000 . i NZent or . Poh, Leon r.. That earlier
i(nvent i on hasg%%é%y%%ggmgﬂﬁot@\{ﬁﬁbm'w 'CE\PQ&O??@PEXHVéHthMSa@@@H‘tas NL
8301130 (Shul milled), CA 2101124 (Bazydio S), US 5412832 (lrven N), and GB

2143158 (Ml tigood BV) by the W PO exam ner. [0008] However, the earlier
i nventi on ( PAPPET0OANOHEIFroplenvris Ehaklagounevsrt or spugh printing earfasendllof t he

probl ens of t InQr ke 0y ' 9 herefore. a need clearly
exists for a ér‘:l%uve fh%aLllénat’ré ° (lf)wlg}rjgb 3?5@@{0@%& €9e§ P C rﬁ%’ﬂﬁrﬁas ﬁgﬁ?ﬁ Sﬁacseurface
corners and tgiaen duemheséntritiditys oPtepfnt @IERSSOri es such as a barrier or a

guard to be assenbled or attached. In addition, a neans to mnimze
excessi ve appPPelt ¥eharethep peeblgancommag toradl pajat rallersiis dhatwmpplicatien be

desirabl e. Sugmgs t I an 0] e ' i s to
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corners. [ 00lsquegzed ot rgisultingrin @meursdesirably thivk qoaesepaint.nventi on provi des
a paint roller f applying paint onto a surface conprising a ]
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pai nt - absor babl e menber; a’citcular 3 Integra uar spose
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another aspeqy; g%186 78R Nler SR 900 PR (B o &' 085 L2832 (1rven N),
and GB 2143158 (Multigood BV) by the WIPO examiner.
[0008] However, the earlier invention (PCT/SG03/00015) by Mr Er also
suffers, to a degree, some of the problems of the prior art inventions.
[0009] Therefore, a need clearly exists for a novel paint roller for selectively
applying paint at surface corners and that does not need separate
accessories such as a barrier or a guard to be assembled or attached. In
addition, a means to minimize excessive application of force when using the
paint roller will also be desirable. ‘

Summary of the Invention

[0010] The present invention seeks to provide an apparatus and method for
applying paint to surfaces and surface corners.

| [0011] Accordingly, in one aspect, the present invention provides a paint
roller for applying paint onto a surface comprising a frustoconically-shaped
applicator having a coupler end; a distal end; an external surface between
the coupler end and the distal end; a paint-absorbable member; a circular




sel ectively applying paint onto surfaces and surface corners, the nethod
conprising using a paint roller conprising a frustoconically-shaped
applicator, a circular integral guard and a rolling guide, whereby the
circular integral guard prevents a paint-absorbable surface nmounted on the -
applicator from being excessively conpressed, and the rolling guide permts
paint to be applied to even surfaces aBd surface corners. Brief Description
of the Drawi ngs [0013] A preferred enbodi nent.of the present invention wll
now be nore integral gearst dispdsednt they cotiplex an) and wirohingefudde disposedtdte

drawi ngs of I ch; 0814] FIG 1 is an earlier invention by the sane

I nventor for gﬁﬂﬁ@h%n surface corners, exenplifying prior art inventions;
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i nvention show ng the main elenments; [0 w the 1 ntegral
guard preventSelegidealyiapplying aintranto swianpsaand sadfacé @OHTdrsFiiE methed an

expl oded vi e e i nent _of t resent. invention. [0018] FI 5is
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accommodat e uneven surfaces; an 9] FIG 7 an ow vari ations
of the resililBiggrabsgiardharevedris b paistabsbeatile esurface rmptnted on the

Drawi ngs [ 00 ; | . de I.pL ) of the present inventi.on will now be
gi ven in ac%pdéﬁ%gtﬁnb ﬁg{rﬁe péeésfé/PB);%O’ﬁﬂbe&&Pﬁeﬁﬁcﬁ{}@rmﬂwg 9%@%9?[’8%3. In
the fol | ow rppidietedye applisd todeten dinfaiee aHdMirfiRe doing@scri be the preferred
4 enbodi nents. It shall be apparent to one skilled in the art, however,
that the invention may be practiced w thout such details. Sone of these
details may not be described at |length so as not to obscure the invention.

[0021] There are many advantages of the preferred enbodi nent of the
Brief Description of the Drawings

[0013] A preferred embbdiment of the present invention will now be more
fully described, by way of example, with reference to the drawings of which:
[0014] FIG. 1 is an earlier invention by the same inventor for painting
surface corners, exemplifying prior art inventions;

[0015] FIG. 2 is an elevational view of one embodiment of the present
invention showing the main elements:

[0016] FIG. 3 shows how the integral guard prevents excessive force from
being applied;

[0017] FIG. 4 is an exploded view of one embodiment of the present
invention. |

[0018] FIG. 5 is a lateral view showing how the present invention is able to
accommodate even surfaces, while FIG. 6 shows how the present invention
is able to accommodate uneven surfaces; and

[0019] FIG. 7 and FIG. 8 show variations of the resilient means that can be
used.

Detailed Description of the Drawings
[0020] A detailed description of the present invention will now be given in
accordance with the preferred embodiments of the invention. In the
following description, details are provided to describe the preferred




I nvention. One advantage of the preferred enbodinent is that paint may be
applied to surface corners with precision, wthout damage to the surface as
-a barrier or shield is not needed. [0022] Another advantage is that an

i nventive nmeans of the present invention allows paint to be applied to
uneven or rough surfaces. [0023] Yet another advantage is that excessive
force when applying paint is reduced,4so that thin, even coats of paint
may be applied to a surface. [0024] Referring nowto FIG 1, it nmay be seen
that a pai nt embbdimerftstibhehall berapparentad ameeskilfedrinflaé atti howsvert deat tioor ner s

generally conprises a frustoconically-shaped applicator 110 wwth two
opposi te endg;BV?L@td?n gy be practiged vy téHSE dﬁ%gasem?p@ém%?ﬂeﬁﬁlﬁlrﬁa\’ he

ot her end 130,diase deddrdRarat | 05% ! g%ﬁ ross-section of
the end 120 with the éouplaetréﬁ@%%. T gb@gup epl'é;ﬁlh(?qkl] |oerdi sposed

central |y rellg021yeTheret aee pramaadyantagesset the psefefredoembedireent 6f tH80 and
permts the appli.cat to,rotate out xi s 140. [0025] An, external
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mount ed to t hapsiehabsurfagsrdorsersakith Pred@ibhi wghgﬁt-dé?ﬁé@é to HY sikfadenhg oduced
via a closable inlet 132 into a chanber formed by the “external surface 152
and the two ehbarrezEr shighd ismhet negded. t hen perneates the perforations (not

shown) in th e u th ai nt-absorbabl e ne r 152. [0026]
Al ternati vel 30@531 %@ﬁﬂgﬁé%ﬁ?bgn%m off theﬁ‘gﬁ? @e@ﬁlgngg?ﬁ%rprersgg rvoir
for the pai ntinvédﬂEﬁ%Iidwpéithlﬁb@&FpﬁédTw Mn&rerfbPReGhistifacas. cont ai ner  of

paint to charge t he paint-absorbable nmenber. In all paint rollers, as the
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can over cone,*'or
frustoconically-shaped applicator 110 with two opposite ends, 120, 130.
One of these ends has a coupler 122 while the other end 130 has a planar
cross-section smaller planar cross-section of the end 120 with the coupler
122. The coupler end 120 is disposed centrally relative to the planar cross-
sections of both ends 120, 130 and permits the applicator to rotate about an
axis 140.
[0025] An external surface 150 joins the two ends and a paint-absorbable
member 152 is mounted to the external surface of the applicator. Paint
may be introduced via a closable inlet 132 into a chamber formed by the
external surface 152 and the two ends 120, 130. The paint then permeates
the perforations (not shown) in the external surface to the paint-absorbable
member 152.
[0026] Alternatively, in other similar inventions without a chamber or
reservoir for the paint, these inventions may simply be dipped into a
container of paint to charge the paint-absorbable member. In all paint
rollers, as the applicator is rotated or rolled onto the surface, paint is

deposited onto the surface.




| east alleviate these problenms (FIG 2). The follow ng el enents of the
present invention are simlar to the prior art. The present invention is a
‘paint roller conprising a frustoconically-shaped applicator 210 with two
opposite ends: a coupler end 220, and a distal end 230. [00291 The coupl er
end has a coupler 222 that fits a handle 224 while the distal end 230 has
a planar cross-section substantially dbfferent (that is, either smaller or
| arger than) than that of the planar cross-section of the coupler end 220.
The coupl er 219927 sHawepek & exdhinadiapove| paintliets oftbepirionart may permit
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of ‘el ene

However, there are t sets nts in e present invention that are
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integral guard is carefully pre- determ ned suc at the pail nt-absorbabl e
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menber 252. Wk an axis 240.

[0030] An external surface 250 joins the two ends and a paint-absorbable
member 252 is mounted to the external surface of the applicator. The
present invention described thus far resembles paint rollers of the prior art.
In the preferred embodiment of the present invention, the planar cross-
section of the distal end 230 is larger than the planar cross-section of the
coupler end 220 to form the frustoconically-shaped applicator. It will be

~ appreciated that a paint applicator possessing the elements of present
invention but with the planar cross-section of the distal end smaller than
that of the coupler end will also come within the scope of the present
invention.
[0031] However, there are two sets of elements in the present invention that
are novel and inventive over the prior art. To prevent excessive force from
being applied and consequently squeezing out too much paint from the
paint-absorbable member 252, a circular integral guard 260 is disposed at
the coupler end 220 of the applicator.
[0032] The diameter of this circular integral guard is carefully pre-
determined such that the paint-absorbable member is not unduly
compressed during application of the paint. In FIG. 3, the longitudinal



correct use, a normal application force will not cause the integral guard
260 to contact the surface to be painted (FIG 3A). Should an excessive
‘frorce be applied by the user, the edge of integral guard will cone into
contact wth the surface being painted 300 (FIG 3B) and prevent the paint
-absor babl e nenber 252 from being overly conpressed. [0033] In paint rollers
of the prior art not possessing this nbvel elenment, the paint-absorbable
menber may be over-conpressed, allowi ng an undesirable anmount of paint to
be deposit ed. Cross-saciioBak Vieys ohéhe invantian shpws dowathe ntegrat guafdi2B0

pre-determ ne e ' tieQp. it. has t e suffici.entl arge to
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surfaces. [0035] The eccentric rotation of the applicator is achieved by a
novel set of aﬂoghawfegpemﬁgérpm@emeowm eepregsedy of the first
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surface. Factors such as the size of the applicator, and the thickness and
type of paint absorbable member used have to be taken into consideration.
[0034] To permit the applicator to accommodate uneven or rough surfaces,
the applicator of the present is able to move eccentrically about the axis
240. This bit of eccentric rotation allows the applicator to accommodate
uneven or rough surfaces.

[0035] The eccentric rotation of the applicator is achieved by a novel set of
elements, best seen in the exploded view of the first embodiment of the
present invention incorporating a chamber 270 or reservoir to contain paint
(FIG. 4).

[0036] The chamber is accessible by means of a closable inlet 232, of a
fixed diameter, in the distal end 232. A rolling guide 280 with a central
orifice 282 of diameter larger than the inlet diameter is disposed coaxially
over the distal end 230 of the applicator. A resilient means 290 is radially
disposed about the center of the rolling guide 280. In this preferred
embodiment, the resilient guide is made of a suitable material such as
elastomer, and is shaped like a washer-like perforated disk as shown in
FIG. 4.




guide as the resilient neans contacts the circular wall 284 that fornms the
central orifice 282 of the rolling guide 280. The resilient nmeans 290 is
“held in place by the flange 292 of a detachable retainer 294 that secures
to the distal end 230. This securing is possible as the detachable

‘retai ner 294 has engagenent |ugs 296 that engage conplenentary lugs 234 in
the internal walls of the inlet 230. The wall 298 of the internal dianeter
of the resilient neans 290 contacts the external wall of the retai ner 292
wi t hout i nt el0P8Ri hheveireumiasenee iafnther resiieningegosesnadteyetiptise rptiogs] To
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292 such that a |iquid-tight seal is achieved. The paint then flows through
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the roller is accommodating the uneven surface.
member (not shown for clarity).
[0039] A person skilled in the art will appreciate that the presence of the
resilient means sandwiched between the rolling guide and the retainer 292
allows the rolling guide to move eccentrically relative to the axis of the
applicator, within a certain range of motion.
[o040] With the present invention, paint may be applied to a substantially
even surface 500 by the user in the usual manner by holding the handle
(not shown) connected to the shaft 224 which is in turn connected to the
coupler end 220 (FIG. 5). As the roller is rolled over the surface to be
painted, the paint-absorbable member and the rolling guide come into
contact with the surface to be painted. As the roller encounters uneven or
rough patches 600 on the surface (FIG. 6), it is able to automatically
accommodate such patches by being able to rotate eccentrically relative to
the rolling guide to compensate for the uneven surface 600. The arrow
heads in FIG. 6 indicate the movements of these rolling guide and corner
roller and the axis lines show that the axis of the rolling guide and the axis
of the corner roller not coinciding when the roller is accommodating the
uneven surface.




8 [0041] Under normal use, the integral guard 260 at the coupler end 220
does not cone into contact with the surface being painted. As the integral
‘guard 260 does not contact the surface under normal usage, it functions
differently fromthe shields or barriers of paint rollers of the prior art.
“However, a novice user may apply excessive force when using the paint
roller. Wien this happens, the integral8 guard 260 contacts the surface and
prevents the paint-absorbabl e nmenber from bei ng excessively conpressed

(FIG 3). [00pa31]Abadeemozmabdisepthe dhteighal guaikie260i atvihatdouplaioasd 220
figure not shown) and the user

provide a chanber or reservoir for paint ( ] . ) )
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the applicator. Other elements of the invention enabling the eccentric rolling
of the rolling guide. The roller may then be used like any other corner roller
of the prior art without a paint reservoir.

[0044] The person skilled in the art will appreciate that while only a few
embodiments of the present invention have been described, it should be
understood that these embodiments are only illustrative and do not limit the
invention. Many variations possible under the scope of the present
invention. These include variations in handle shape, coupler function,
means of detachably engaging the retainer, closable inlet, choice of
material for the paint-absorbing member, and form of the resilient means.
'[00451 While the preferred embodiment of the resilient means is that of a
washer-like form made of elastomeric materials, other embodiments of the
resilient means are possible (FIGS. 7 & 8). These include a plurality of
curved “fingers” 70 radiating from the wall of the central orifice of the rolling
guide coacting against the retainer wall (FIG. 7). Alternatively, instead of
curved fingers, a plurality of coil springs 80 coacting on a flexible circular
wall 82 may be used to surround the retainer.




wal | 82 may be used to surround the retainer. 9 [00461 A person skilled in
the art will appreciate that the present invention nmay be made by
“injection-nolding one or nore suitable plastic materials. Wile the

i ntegral guide nmay be nol ded as one piece with the applicator, it is
“functionally-distinct fromthe coupler end. [0047] Wth such an invention,
painting of surface corners is made nu&h easier. No preparation such as
tenporarily shielding the edge of the corner wth masking tape to prevent
t he user fronioP4dhararsaniskilies imt thegardweél appeeciategthat thenpratet iftteméion

ti onal ' ) t face, . | eani
Sanding 1. oGS BREe b BEERBh RO bk Wiore sl pacte il o
usi ng the preggie thawmré@r@lrgaiaerneépbe%&aéu%%soﬁgHél@_e Vith H{e@éedl%ét&?it“er

roller, renoving the cap of the closable inlet, Ing t reservoir with
pai nt of the igddnetianaiptcistinat Hom the/couglenenthg the cap, and waiting a

short while f paj n ] e to..the _pai nt absorbabl e urface.
Thereafter, t@é&ﬁm@ré?% %g'r 'P‘%B’R%eﬂalﬂgngcﬂflséﬁpa&ﬁ_ ?q{g_egsufsf ; etr@ucﬁi ghtly
conpress the gadiot Rbyvepakitionsichaetehibdratigasticl@mgithe iddgd dffthe corfen
coat, using the rolling guide as a gw de as necessary. [0849] Excessi ve
force during Wil masking iapr & Pisvantdhe msegifram magvertently paindingrovairthaces

may be paint L & y Ler [ ' Sjr 0 one
napect, the Al iy Aedey P coRBRAEAY Mehblayiesiie Bfampre g e
appl i cat or wgucheas cleaaigedr saraling ftomaprbevésie befosx applyingethefpaiste from

bei ng exerted, and_a rol EIQ uide that allows uneven surfaces to be

pai nted. [009%948] nThg Bigtap ?ﬁ?g@m thenRresest kyentian dngrefar garoRtisRssusinget hod
of using su ' | j r ] haiil o]
shiel d the ?&‘gg’ip%;ﬁ? daﬁ?%ﬁ‘?'ﬁg'aﬁe’iﬁ%@ﬁé E’Z“éiC?ééfqﬁﬁébdgﬁbﬁﬁﬁcﬁﬁ'hﬁgvéa| 50
be quickly pesavedr withheaint of dhe desirpdration seclitely peplaeirtg theveap, and can
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described in gigfael . THércaftep, tRBHdrhERtdIRP A thdn B PYIRIESDH $hé 30rfAce to
lightly compress the paint absorbable surface to release paint in a thin,
even coat, using the rolling guide as a guide as necessary.
[0049] Excessive force during use is prevented by the integral guard and
uneven surfaces may be painted without any prior preparation if desired.
[0050] In one aspect, the present invention comprises a frustoconically-
shaped paint applicator with an integral guard for preventing excessive
force from being exerted, and a rolling guide that allows uneven surfaces to
be painted.
[0051] In another aspect, the present invention provides a method of using
such an invention to paint corner surfaces without having to shield the
edges where painting is not desired. Uneven surfaces may also be quickly
painted without undue preparation. The present invention can overcome, or
at least alleviate, the problems of the prior art.
[0052] It will be appreciated that although one preferred embodiment has
been described in detail, various modifications and improvements can be
made by a person skilled in the art without departing from the scope of the
present invention.




made by a person skilled in the art wi thout departing fromthe scope of the
~present imvention. PCT/ S&005/ 000089 Received 12 August 2005 10 C ai ns :
“1. A paint roller for applying paint onto a surface conprisi ng?CI/§G2005/000089
~frustoconical |l y-shaped applicator having: a coupler end; - aRefebted!]2eugust2005
external surface between the coupler end and the distal end; and -a

pai nt - absor babl e nenber; a circular integral guard di sposed at the coupler
end; and a rolling guide disposed at the distal end wherein the rolling

gui de coacts with a resilient- neans tqgpermt rotation about an axis of
rotation. 2. The paint roller of CQaim1l, wherein the planar cross-section
of the coupler end is not the sane as.the planar cross-section of the
distal end. 3. The paint roller of aim1l, wherein the

frustoconical | y-shaped applicator further conprising a chanber defined by
the coupler end, the distal end and the external surface joining the

coupl er ~di stal ends; the chanmber further having' a plurality of
perforations. 4. The paint roller of Caim3, wherein. the chanber is

- accessi e b paint roligbfer applying paint o6 alflirfce’ @hftisiy: G ai m 1, wherein

the coupler end has a coupler to fit a handle. 6. The paint roller of
Cdaim1, wheldfystosrnieallypshapashapplisatarihaving:ati on of the paint applicator
about an axis. Ans%leﬁl@%t. PCT/ S&R005/ 000089 Received 12 August 2005

" a distal end:
an external surface betWéen the coupler énd and the distal end; a‘nd S
a péint-absorbable member; - i
a circular integral g_Uard disposed at the coupler end; and
arolling 'guide dispoéed at the distal end
wherein the rolling guide coacts with a resilient means to permit
rotation about an axis of rotation. - -

2. The paint roller of Claim 1, wherein the planar cross-section of the co-uplér
' end is not the same as the planar cross-section of the distal end.

3. . The paint roller of Claim 1, wherein the frustoconically-shaped applicator
further cdmprising a ch_ambér deﬁned by the coupler end, the distal end and
‘the external surface joining the coupler and distal ends; the chamber further
having'a plurality of perforations. | |

4, The paint rdller of Claim 3, wherein the chamber is accessible by a closable

inlet.
5. The paint roller of Claim 1, wherein the coupler end has a coupler to fit a
- handle.
6. The paint roller of Claim 1, wherein the coupler end permits rotation of the

. paint applicator about an axis.

Amended Shéet




11 7. The paint roller of aim1, wherein the dianmeter of the integral
guard is . predetermined to allow the circul ar integral guard to contact the
" surf.ace only when excessive force is used to apply paint. 8. PEESGA005/6@0089
guide of Caim 1, wherein the resilient .nmeans is radially- Ramenaseduaﬁgunms
t he axis of rotatlon of .the frustoconically-shaped applicator. ‘9. The
rolling guide of laim1, wherein the resilient neans is held in place by

a retainer. 10. The. rolling guide of Cdaim1, wherein the rolling guide -
permts eccentric rotation of the paijgt applicator in use:. 11. A nmethod of
sel-ectively applying paint onto surfaces and surface corners, the nethod
‘conprising: using a paint roller conprising a frustoconlcally shaped
~applicator, an integral guard and a rolling guide, whereby the integral
‘guard- prevents a paint-absorbabl e surface. nounted on the applicator from

. being edcessiThg pam@mﬂl@saeﬁlamﬁﬂWr@rhewﬁrdlaﬁ@t@rﬂof thelpégrablguatdisck coat
of paint from bei ng applle and the rolli ng@?w de permts paint to be.
~ precisely apf'® eferpings te@llowothescisculat integ eguagdrtpmacmsmzﬁa%eet

~only when excessrve force is used to apply pamt

8.~ The rolling guide of Claim 1, wherein the resilient means is radially-
-disposed about the axis of rotation of the fruetoconically—shaped applicator.

9. The rollmg guide of Claim 1, wherein the resment means rs held in place by '
a retamer ' '

10. - The rolling guide of Clalm 1, wherem the rollmg guide permits eccentric
‘ rotation of the palnt apphcator in use. |

-11. A method of selectwely applying paint onto surfaces and surface corners,
N the method comprising: _ | |

‘ usmg a paint roller compnsmg a frustocomcally shaped appllcator an .

~ integral guard and a rollmg gurde ' |
whereby o ,
the integral guard prevents a paint-absorbable surface- mounted on the "
applicator from 'vbei‘_ng excessively-'compr_es'sed, thereby preventing an

_undesirably thick coat of paint from being applied, and o

| the rolling guide permlts paint to be precisely applred to surface corners and

uneven surfaces
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