-1 I MPROVEMENTS RELATI NG TO ARTI CLES OF GLOTHI NG The .invention relates to an
article of clothing for wearing, particularly, but not. exclu5|vely . about
t he neck of an individual. Articles of clothing, and particularly
accessories, such as scarfs, shawls, neckerchiefs, cravats ggg W?de&SCi(
typically conprise a single piece of generally 5 ;% e and
typically rectangul ar material which is worn draped or tied around a
wearer's neck. In the instance where the article is draped around a
wearer's neck where the wearer suffers the inconveni ence of having the
draped article alter in position or even fall off as the individual noves

“around. In the instance where the articlk is 10 hel d in place by
fastening or tying or the like, one typically finds that the article
beconmes creased or even possibly damaged at the site where a knot is tied,

" and any event the article is still likely to be altered in position
although it is less likely to fall off. There is therefore a need to
ﬁrévide such an article of clothing which can be worn 15 nor e

reliably and further, which is so innovatively designed and held in
position that it can be worn in a nunber of ways and so to a nunber of
advant ages. According to the invention there is therefore provided an

article of clothin for wear i n about an individual conprising: at |east
one el ongate pi TENGSTO ARTICLES QRICLOTHINGas provi ded
at at least two predeterm ned ends;

- The invention relates to an article of clothing for wearing, particularly, but not
exclusively, about the neck of an individual.

Articles of clothing, and particularly acceésories, such as scarfs, shawls,
neckerchiefs, cravats and the like, typically comprise a single piece of generally

5 elongate and typically rectangular material which is worn draped or tied around
a wearer's neck.

In the instance where the article is draped around a wearer's neck where the
wearer suffers the inconvenience of having the draped article alter in position or
even fall off as the individual moves around. In the instance where the article is

10 ' held in place by fastening or tying or the like, one typically finds tlﬁt the article
becomes creased or even possibly damaged at the site where a knot is tied, and
any event the article is still likely to be altered in position although it is less likely
to fall off.

There is therefore a need to provide such an article of clothing which can be worn
15 more reliably and further, which is so innovatively designed and held in position

that it can be worn in a number of ways and so to a number of advantages.

According to the invention there is therefore provided an article of clothing for
wearing about an individual comprising: at least one elongate piece of fabric

characterised in that said fabric has provided at at least two predetermined ends;



2 at | east one drawi ng-in menber into which at |east part of the fabric is
“drawn; and attached to said draw ng-in nenbers an attachnent nenber. for
bringing at | east one pair of said drawi ng-in nmenbers |ocated at opposite
ends of said fabric releasably theretogether; and further wherein at |east
one of said drawing-in 5 menbers or attachment nmenber is weighted
so that the article can be positioned about a wearer. It follows fromthe
above that the article of the invention is fashioned, by the draw ng-in
menbers and attachnment nenber, into a | oop structure which can be worn to
advant age about a user's neck. 10 In a preferred enbodi ment of the
i nvention said drawi ng-in nenbers and att2achnent menber conprise

aest hetically designed pieces which are ggpealing to a wearer, for exanple,

such pi efces natyleastonexdrapving-in member-istiwhicd ahjeast par@féh@fabrisd%dmnem I Ier y.
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an appeal i ng gl paif rof said Aedwing-inemembersi locited \at dpposiee Omishot s4ie fabfict he ~

fabric. In yet a further enmbodiment of the invention said fabric conprises
one el ongat e Isieasably thergiogetherinand, further swhersineat legst qne, jof rsaid, drawing-imat

what is commopl 0 ' Si | | | | e
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t he i nventi onaboachaveaserpr ovi ded an article of clothing for wearing about an

I ndi vidual conprising a plurality of the aforedescribed articles releasably
j oi ned theretogether by way of the provision of a conmon and conpl enentary

attachment mefiiGioPE @dni!She QBovehie fHel drtible: of the invention is fashioned, by the -
drawing-in members and attachment member, into a loop structure which can be
worn to advantage about a user's neck.

10 In a preferred embodiment of the invention said drawing-in members and
attachment member comprise aesthetically designed pieces which are appealing to
a wearer, for example, such pieces may be fashioned in accordance with items of

modern jewellery.

In a preferred embodiment of the invention and in particular, where only one
15 piece of fabric is used, said fabric is printed such that an appealing pattern, colour
or texture is provided on both sides of the fabric. ~

In yet a further embodiment of the invention said fabric comprises one elongate
piece of fabric which is fashioned in tubular form so that what is commonly
known as the right side of the fabric only is viewable when the article is worn.

20 According to a yet further aspect of the invention there is provided an article of
clothing for wearing about an individual comprising a plurality of the
aforedescribed articles releasably joined theretogether by way of the provision of

a common and complementary attachment member provided on each article.

According to this further aspect of the invention the said attachment member may



~According to this further aspect of the invention the said attachnent

- menber may 3 conprise a screw barrel arrangenent. That is t-0 say: a fwo
part nenber which has the outward appearance of a barrel whenm-the-two ;parts
are joined theretogether and which conprises a first part having at the
attachnment end thereof a projecting nenber including an outer threaded
portion and the other part having at the 5 attachnment end t hereof
an inner recess portion which includes a screw thread conplenentary to said
thread on said other portion. It will be evident that, using the

af orenenti oned arrangenent, a nunber of articles can be joined

t heret ogether by sinply mating the apprd%riate ends of said screw barrel

arrangement. Thus. a nunmber of articles,can be joined together to forma 10
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represents a plan view of the fabric shown in Figure e ends have
been drawn; complementary to said thread on said other portion.

It will be evident that, using the aforementioned arrangement, a number of articles
can be joined theretogether by simply mating the appropriate ends of said screw
barrel arrangement. Thus, a number of articles can be joined together to form a
10 sash which will be appropriately weighted at pre-determined intervals.

It is to be understood that the article may have any preferred or conventional
forms of attachment members. It is not intended that the invention is to be limited
by the single attachment described herein.

An embodiment of the invention will now be described, by way of example only,
15 with reference to the accompanying Figures wherein:

Figure 1 represents a plan view of a fabric for use in accordance with the
invention;

Figure 2 represents a plan view of the fabric shown in Figure 1 after the ends
haye been drawn;

20 Figure 3 represents 2 plan view of an attachment member for use in the invention.
Referring to the Figures and firstly to Figure 1, there is shown a plan view of a

single piece of fabric for use in the invention. Where only one piece of fabric is
to be used in an unfolded fashion, it will be clear that the fabric selected must



20 Figure 3 represents a plan view of an attachnent nenber for
"use in the invention. Referring to the Figures and firstly to Figure 1,
there is shown a plan view of a single piece of fabric for use in the

i nvention. Where only one piece of fabric is to be used in an unfol ded
fashion, it will be clear that the fabric sel ected nust 4 have appeal
when viewed fromboth sides. Since this may be rare it will be nore
comonpl ace to use a single piece of fabric which is folded in half al ong
its longitudinal axis so as to provide, when appropriately sewn, a tubul ar
menber. However, it will be clear that s%id tubul ar nenber may be formed by
joining 5 t heret ogether, along two seans, two ideally equally

sized and sim]ar r r : ol qP d
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provi ded joining theretogether so as to form a desired tubular shape comprising a plurality _
of strips of sections of fabric. ~
10 Once the tubular member has been made the outer most ends A-B thereof are

drawn together to form two reduced and gathered ends which are secured in any
conventional way by means of drawing-in members 1, 2 provided at ends A-B
respectively. Drawing-in members 1, 2 may take any preferred shape and
configuration but it is thought that a particularly attractive arrangement comprises

15 an appealingly plated metallic member which is shaped into a cup shape having
an upper fluted edge as best seen in Figure 3. The cup shape may be provided
with any preferred pattern, indentation, sculpturing or the like.

Having drawn the fabric as aforedescribed, one is provided with an essentially
ruched or gathered article.

20 The ends of said article are joined theretogether using an attachment member and
ideally an attachment member as illustrated in Figure 3. This attachment member
comprises a rigid loop 3 or 4 attached to the bottom central portion of cups 1 and
2 respectively. Hook members 5 and 6 engage at a first outer most end with loops
3 and 4 respectively and are attached at the other end to first and second barrel

25 members 7 and 8. Barrel member 7 comprises a first decorative part 7a and a
second protruding part 7b located centrally on the, in use, inner most side of
barrel 7. Protruding part 7b is provided with an outer most screw thread



with any preferred pattern, indentation; sculpturing or the |ike. Having
drawn the fabric as aforedescribed,-one is provided with an essentially

ruched or gathered article. 20 - The ends of said article-are.
j oi ned theretogether using an attachnment nenber and ideally an attachnent
menber as illustrated in Figure 3. This attachnment nenber conprises a rigid

| oop 3 or 4 attached to the bottomcentral portion of cups 1 and 2
respectively. Hook nmenbers 5 and 6 engage at a first outer nbst end with

| oops 3 and 4 respectively and are attached at the other end to first and
second barrel 25 menbers 7 and 8. Barrel nenber 7 conprises a
first decorative part 7a and a second pﬁotrudlng part 7b located centrally
on the, in use, inner nost side of barrel 7. Protruding part 7b is provided
with an out SHTANEEMERLr v t hr ead 5 arrangenent. Barrel nember 8 conprises
an aesthetic part 8a having a centrally | ocated aperture protrudi ng i nwards
towards the centre of the barrel fromthe inner nost surface of the barrel

Sai d i nner [Bartel invensber 8i cdemprises dn as&enepart&lmdngacmtgﬁydoﬂatﬂ aperture
conplenmentary to _sai,d screw thread arra 0 truding part, 7b. In
use, member l;)/'B‘TPng BwAnds dowa @"Eﬁé?r}%ﬁgg 'o&P e jipneg ‘Pséls“'fﬁﬁ?ber 8

and screwed 4 tigg t wi e&gﬂ’" ﬁﬁmﬁﬁ g fabric
are brought tfﬂg@e géelt he?i y,l %vsl&aliean{gog and barrel ers 7 and 8
ar® nade of compiémertanyl tp said g:lrmy thread arrangement on protruding part 7b.

In use, member 7b is inserted into the aperture provided in barrel member 8 and
screwed into position. In this way, the two ends A and B of the fabric are brought
theretogether.

Ideally, cups 1 and 2 and barrel members 7 and 8 are made of a relatively weighty
10 material so as to provide weight to the article. This ensures that the article can be
suitable positioned and draped about a wearer.

The article may be worn in a number of appealing ways. For example, the two
ends of the article may be positioned at the back of a wearer's neck and the length
of the article provided on the front of a wearer may be so arranged such that the
15 lower most part forms a single straight folded edge, rather like a conventional arm
sling, which can then be tucked into the front of a skirt or pair of trousers. A
cardigan or jacket worn over this arrangement creates the impression that the
article is a wrap over blouse.

Alternatively, the article may be worn at a cummerbund, neck choker, edge to a
20 jacket, head scarf, neck scarf, sash or in any other appealing way.

In the instance where the article is to be worn as a sash, it is possible to join a
plurality of articles theretogether so as to create an extended length. This is
possible where a number of such articles have the same fastening members so that

the joining theretogether of complementary fastening members is possible.



10 material so as to provide weight to the article. This ensures
that the article can be suitable positioned and draped about a wearer. The
article may be worn in a nunber of appealing ways. For exanple, the two
ends of the article may be positioned at the back of a wearer's neck and
the length of the article provided on the front of a wearer may be so
arranged such that the 15 | ower nost part fornms a single straight
fol ded edge, rather like a conventional armsling, which can then be tucked
into the front of a skirt or pair of trousers. A cardigan or jacket worn
over this arrangenent creates the inpresaéon that the article is a wap
over blouse. Alternatively, the article y be worn at a cunmerbund, neck

choker, edge to 20 l,.acket = .head sca ck. sca S on in
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a sash, it is W taing lfeshidnableQlppeRantelof SO as
to create an e eng%gﬂ}%ﬁg?%h%’%r?%@ﬁp%ﬁs|ei#hém\gmere a nunber of such
articl es havethehattachment asemberncannberiseorn Boatmumberhef positionsgandavays dget her
of conplenentgé fastenlng nmenbers is possible. 6 It will be apparent
fromthe abov 38t he invention conprises an innovative and appealing
article which as a result of the weighting and fashi onabl e appearance of

the attachnent nenber can be worn in a nunber of positions and ways to
advant age.



. CLALMS 1. An article of clothing for wearing about an individual
conprising at |east one elongate piece of fabric characterised in that said

fabric has provided at at |east two predeterm ned ends; 5 . i)
at |l east one drawing-in nmenber into which at |east part of the fabric i's
drawn; and attached to said drawi ng-in nenber, ii) an attachment

menber for bringing at | east one pair of said drawi ng-in nenbers | ocated at
opposite ends of said fabric rel easably theretogether; and further wherein
at | east one of said drawi ng-in nenbers or 10 at t achnment nenber
Is weighted so that the article can be positioned about a wearer. 2.

An article of clothing according to Caljfm 1 wherein said fabric is el ongate
and said drawi ng-in nmenbers and attachnment nenber are provided at either

. transverse end thereof. 15 3. An article of clothing
-according to Claim2 wherein said fabric is tubular and arranged so that
what is commonly know as the right side of the fabric only is viewabl e when
the article is worn. 4. An article of clothing according to C aim
1, 2 or 3 in which said drawi ng-in nenbers and attachnent nenber conprise
aesthetically designed 1111111 1121111 111112111211121111 * C L M

S *

- CLAIMS

1. An article of clothing for wearing about an individual comprising
at least one elongate piece of fabric characterised in that said fabric has provided

at at least two predetermined ends;

5 i) at least one drawing-in member into which at least part of the fabric
is drawn; and attached to said drawing-in member,

ii) an attachment member for bringing at least one pair of said
drawing-in members located at opposite ends of said fabric releasably
theretogether; and further wherein at least one of said drawing-in members or
10 attachment member is weighted so that the article can be positioned about a

wearer.

2. An article of clothing according to Claim 1 wherein said fabric is
elongate and said drawing-in members and attachment member are provided at

either transverse end thereof.

15 3. An article of clothing according to Claim 2 wherein said fabric is
tubular and arranged so that what is commonly know as the right side of the fabric
only is viewable when the article is worn.

4. An article of clothing according to Claim 1, 2 or 3 in which said

drawing-in members and attachment member comprxse aesthetmally des1gned



pi eces. 5.

An article of clothing according to Claim1l1, 2 or

wherein said fabric is printed such that an appealing pattern, colour

texture is
article of
att achnent
article of
a two part

provi ded on both sides of the fabric. 5 6.
clothing according to any preceding C aimwherein said
menber conprises conplinentary mating nenbers. 7.
clothing according to Caim6 wherein said attachnment nenber
menber in the formof a screw barrel arrangenent which conprises

a first part having at the attachnment e t hereof a projecting nmenber
I ncluding an outer threaded portion and the other part having at the

attachnent end thereof an inner

thread complinmentary to said thread on said upper portion. 8.
conposite ar Pie€P® of cl ot hi ng wherein any combination of articles according
to Clains 1-7 are releasably joined theretogether with the aid of said 15

attachnment nenber. 9.

i ndi vi dual

illustrated in the acconpanyi ng draw _ngs.

10

15

fabric is printed such that an appealing pattern, colour or texture is provided on
both sides of the fabric.

6. An article of clothing according to any preceding Claim wherein
said attachment member comprises complimentary mating members.

7. An article of clothing according to Claim 6 wherein said attachment
member is a two part member in the form of a screw barrel arrangement which
comprises a first part having at the attachment end thereof a projecting member
including an outer threaded portion and the other part having at the attachment end
thereof an inner recess portion which includes a screw thread complimentary to
said thread on said upper portion.

8. - A composite article of clothing wherein any combination of articles
according to Claims 1-7 are releasably joined theretogether with the aid of said
attachment member.

9. An article of clothing for wearing about an individual substantially

as described herein with reference to and as illustrated in the accompanying
drawings.
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