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TABLET DISPENSER WITH LOCKING MEANS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
I. FIELD OF THE INVENTION 
The present invention relates to dispensing containers, and 

more particularly, to such containers which dispense tablets. 
2. DESCRIPTION OF JHE PBIQR ART 
Many containers incorporate a mechanism for dispensing their 

contents. Included amo~g this group of containers are spr.ay, pump 
and squeeze bottles, aerosol containers, and even some cigarette 
packs. In addition, several known dispensing containers are 

10 specifically directed to·dispenstn·g tablets. The. term •tablets• as 
used herein includes pills, capsules, tablets, pellets and other 
relatively small objects, whether they ·be for medicinal or other 
purposes. 

One example of a_ tablet d1spens1·ng ·container is . disclosed in 

15 European Paten~ Application Number 345.413 which published on 
December 13, 1989. This tablet dispensing container incorporates a 
housing and .a reciprocating element. The reciprocating ~lement 

extends through the housing. Upon pressing the reciprocating 
element at the top end, the bottom end of the reciprocating.element 

2o which includes a tablet accommodating means passes through. a 
dispenstng opening i~ the housing with a tablet thereby dispensing 
the tablet. 

25 

Like many . existing tablet dispensing containers, those 
described above have a tendency to permit tablets to be 
inadvertently dispensed. Also, the ease of dispensing .that these 
containers offer creates another problem. Childr.en of a parti-cular 
age group are~ drawn to, and . intrigued by the operation of such 
containers. ~ More importantly, these .same children have a tendency 
to place th; dispensed contents into thetr mouths. This. can .be 

. . 
30 

disastrous where medications or other potentially poisonous ·items 
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are concerned. Thus, it is desirable to at least hinder a child's 

ability to obtain the container's contents, even 1f the container is 

not completely "child-proof". The addition~l time needed by the 

child to dispense the container's·contents may be all that is needed 

s to avoid a tragedy. 
Several tablet dispensers include a "child-proof• mechanism. 

This "child-proof• mechanism prevents operation of the dispensing 

mechanism until it has been defeated. Each time a tablet- 1s 

dispensed this extra mechanism must be defeated inmediately prior to 

10 operating the dispensing mechanism. I~ the mechanism is not 

defeated pri_or to dispensing, then a pill ~annot be dispensed fro• 

the container. As an example, United States Patent 4,767,023 issued 

on August 13, 1988 to Hackmann et al. discloses such a "child-proof• 

mechanism. The mechanism is biased to prevent operation of the 

15 dispensing mechanism. Thus, each time a tablet is dispensed ·this 

mechanism must be operat~d to permit operation of the tablet 

dispensing mechanism. 
One problem with the aforementioned tablet dispensers is that 

the "child-proof• mechanism must be operated each and every .time a 

20 . tablet is dispensed. In many instances thi_s creates an unnecessary 

hurdle which must be overcome before a user can obtain a tablet. · 

For example, inadvertent dispensing is most likely to occur under a 

particular ~et of circumstances. For example, it is highly unlikely· 

~hat acci~ental dispen_si"ng will occur if the container is resting 

25 alone on a shelf. On the other hand, ·it is quite likely that 

accidental ·dispensing will occur if the container ts stored ·in a 
purse. 

Furthermore, some households have children of an age where 
. . 

accidental ingestion is a major cancer~ while the vast majority·of 

30 • households do not have children in this age group. · Almo~t all of us 

have had difficulty operating •child-proof• ·containers; often times 

when there is virtually no likelihood that a ·child could be 

endangered. · Moreover; it may be ~esirable to dispense several i 

table.ts consecut_ively, and the mechanism unnecessarily hinders this 

35 operation. Con$equently, it . is desirable ·to have a dispensing. 

~ontainer which includes a locking· mechanism whtch ·could be either 
I 

i : 
I 



I 
I 
I 
t 

W091/17103 PCI"/US911027'2 

~ 

-·3-

activated or left inactivated depending upon the desires and 
circumstances of the user. 

· Accordingly, it ts an object of the present·, 1nventfon to 
provide a tablet dispenser with a· locking mechanism which remains in 

s either the locked or unlocked position until manually moved to the 
other position; 

It is additionally an ol;>ject of the present invention to 
provide such a tablet dispenser 1ocking mechanism whose operation is 
self-evident to adults; 

10 It is further an object of the present invention to provide 
such a tablet dispenser locking mechanism that is easily operated by 
adults, including the elderly; 

It is also an object of the present invention to provide such a 
tablet dispenser locking mechanism that provides a tactile and/or 

15 audible. indication when a particular status is reached; 
It ts additionally an object of the· present invention to 

provide such.a tablet dispenser locking mechanism that provides an 
indication. ·which readily identifies its status as locked or 
unlocked; 

20 It is lastly an object of the present invention to provide such 
a tablet dispensing container which accomplishes the aforementioned 
objectives.at minimal costs. 

SQMMABY OF THE INVENTION 
In accordance with one aspeet of the present invention a tablet 

25 d1spe~s1ng container is provided. The tablet dispensing container · 
comprehends a housing which includes a dispensing aperture ~nd a 
-reciprocating element aperture opposing each other. A reciprocating 
element which has a means for accommod·ating a tablet and an upper 
surface. The reciprocating element is attached to the housing and 

30 

35 

extends through the reciprocating element aperture. The recipro­
cating element is biased such that the mean-s for acconunodating a 
tablet blocks the dispensing aperture of the housing when at rest to 
form an enclosure. The tablet accommodating means is adapted to 
receive a tablet from inside the enclosure and, upon r~ciprocation 

of the. reciprocating element, pass the tablet from inside the ,. 
enclosure ~o the exterior of the enclos~re through the dispensing 

~ 

aperture, · thereby dispensing · a tablet. · A locking means for 
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selectively preventing reciprocation· of the reciprocating element is 
also included. The locking means can· be selectively manually moved 
between a locked and an unlocked position.·, The locking means is 
adapted to remain in either the locked or the unlocked position 

s until manually mO\'ed to the other posi_tion. 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE QRAWJNGS 

· While the specification concludes with claims which 
particularly point out and distinctly claim the invention, 1t is 
believed the present invention will be better understood from the 

10 follo~ing descrtptto~ of preferred embodiments taken tn conjunction 
with the accompanying drawings~ in which like reference numerals 
identify identical elements and wherein; 

Figure 1 is an elevation view of a ftrst preferred embodiment 
of a tablet dispensing container of the present invention; 

lS Figure 2 iS an exploded pers_pecttve v1ew of the tablet· 
dispensing ·container of Figure 1 illustrating the various components 
thereof; 

Figure 3 1s a cross-sectional top plan view of the tablet 
dispensing container of Figure 1 taken-along line 3-3 of Figure 1; 

20 Figure 4 ts a cross-sectional elevation view of the tablet 
. . 

dispenser of Figure 1 taken along line 4-4 of Figure 3; 
Figure 5 ts a cross-sectional elevation view taken along line 

5-5 of Figure 3; 
Figure 6 ts a top plan vtaw of the wheel which forms the 

2S locking mechanism of the tablet dispensing container of figure 1; 
Figure 7 is a fragmentary ·cross-sectional view similar to · 

Figure 5 illustrating the container of Figure 1 at the start of the 
dispensing cycle; 

Figure 8 ts a ·fragmentary cross-sec'.tional view similar to 
30 Figure 7 illustrating the container between the start and midpoint 

of the dispensing cycle; 
Figure· 9 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view similar to 

Figure 7 illustrating the container between at the midpoint c:>f the1 

dispensing cycle; 
35 Figure 10 is a fragmentary cross-sectional elevation view 

similar to Figure 7 illustrating the container between the midpoint 
ind end of the dispensing cycle; 

. :·. 

·' 
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Figure 11 is an elevatton vtew of a second preferred embodiment 

of a tablet dispensing container of the present invention; 
Figure 12 is a perspective view of the upper part of the 

reciprocating element of the tablet dispensing container of Figure 

s 11; and 
· Figure 13 ts a cross-sectional elevation view similar to Figure 

4 of the tablet dispensing container of Figure 11. 
DE$CRIPTIQN OF THE PREFERRED £MBODIMENJS 

In a preferred embodiment ~een tn Figure 1, a tablet dispensing 

1o container, indicated generally as 20,- ts provided. Importantly, 
this tablet dispensing container 20 incorporates a locking means 22 
which is selectively manually moveable between locked and unlocked 
positions. The lacking means 22 is adapted to remain in either the . 
locked or the unlocked position until. manually moved to the other 

15 position. This system pr~vtdes a choice as to whether to lock the 
container 20 or· not, thereby el tminating the need to defeat the 
locking means 22 each tt~e a tablet ts dispensed, tf desired. 

Referring to Figure 2, the tablet dispensing container 20 
generally includes a housing 24; a reciprocating element 26 which 

. 20 incorporates a table~ acconmodating mean~ 88 (seen in Figure 5); and 
the lockii:ag means 22. The housing 24 of this embodiment 1s a 
tubular sleeve having a substantially· circular horizontal cross 
section. The housing 24 · is open at the upper end creating a 
reciprocating element opentng 30. Additionally, the housing 24 

25 ~ncludes a generally horizontal bottom wall 32. This bottom wall 32 
1s attached near ~he lower end of the housing 24 leaving-an opening 
having a segment shape. 

Referring to Figures 4. and 5. the interior of the housing 24 
has several notable features. The interior side of the bottom wall 

30 
32 includes a_ centrally located ridge 34. Also,_ a stationary 
interior wall 36 is preferably integrally molded w1-th the housing 
24. ·The interior wall 36 has several facets or surfaces 38,·40, 42, 
44 and 46. Returning to Figure 2, the interior wall. 36 in 
combination with the bottom wall 32 creates a dispensing aperture 50 

35 
wh1.ch co~ntcates the interior of the housing· 24 with the ~erior. 
Addttiona\ly,· eight lugs 52 are positioned upon the interior surface , 
of the. housing 24 below the bottom wall 32 equidistant fr~m each 

L;;: 
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other. Furthermore, a vertical ridge 54 is located above the lugs 
52 and below the bottom wall 32 on the interior surface of the 
housing 24. 

The reciprocating element 26 is preferably made of an upper 
s part 56 and a lower part 58, although it could be integrally molded 

. . 
as one part. The upper part 56 includes the top wa 11 60 of the 
container 20 which is generally horizontal. An inner annular wall 
-62, having a relatively small diameter ·and large length, depends 
fr0m the top wall 60. As seen in Figure 4, a ridge 66 is located·on 

10 the interior side of this inner annular wall 62. An outer annular 
wall 68 also depends from this top wall 60 and has an exterior 
diameter slightly less than the interior diameter of the housing 24. 
Thus, the outer annular wall 68 is able to slide into the housing 24 
as the reciprocating element 26 is reciprocated. The top wall 60 in 

15 combination with the outer annular wall 68 prevents escape of any 
tablets stored therein through the u~per •nd of ~he_housing 24~ 

In an alternative embodiment (not seen) the top ·wall 60 is 
.attached to, and part of the housing 24. In this alternative 
embodiment the top wall 60 has an opening therein through which the 

20_ reciprocating element.- 2o projects. In any case, the housing 24 in 
combination with the upper end of the rec1procat1~g element 26 
prevents the escape of any tablets stored therei·n through the upper 
end of the housing 24 while allowing manual access to the·. 

2S 

reciprocating element 26. 
The lower part 58 is preferably integrally molded~ yet includes 

many distinct element~. A.shaft section 70 extends axially and has 
a notch 72 at its upper end which cooperates with the annular ridge 
66 of the inner annular wall 62 to attach the upper 56 and lower 58 
parts together. The -shaft section 70 is comprised of two planar 

30 
elements centrally atti:ched to each o~her at .right angles. The 
lower end of the shaft is attached :to a sloping wall 74. The lower 
end of the sloping wall Joins a vertical wall 7&.· The vertical wall 
76 1s further attached to the sloping wall 74 by two stabilizing 
members 78. Attached to the underside of the sloping wall 74 is a 

35 biasing means 80. The biasing means 80 of this embodiment 1.s a · 
generally diamond shaped loop of plastic attached to the ·sloping 
walt 74 by a vertical member 82. At the lowest comer of the loop 
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is a ra1.sed section 84 which cooperates with the ridge 34 on the 
bottom wall 32 to hold the biasing means 80 in place. 

Referring to Figure 4 and Figure 5, attached to., the other side . 
. of the veM;ical wall 76 are sever.al facets or surfaces, 86, 87, and 

s 88, extending perpendicularly therefrom. These surfaces 86, 87, 88 
1n conjunction with the vertical wall 76 provide.a guide path, choke 
and tablet accommodating.means 88 as will be discussed hereinafter. 
Additionally, a projection 90 extends horizontally fro~ the lower 
end of the vertical wall 76 toward the biasing means 34. This 

· io projection 90 in combination with the bottom wall 32 serves to hold 
the housing 24 an~ reciprocating element 26 together. 

In this embodiment the loeking_"means 22 is a wheel 91 attached 
. to the lower end _of the tablet dispensing container 20. The wheel 

91 has a groove 92 which cooperates with the lugs 52 of the housing 
. 15 24 to attach th~ housing 24 and wheel 91 together. Bel~w the groove 

92, the wheel 91 has an outer surfac• -Which has substantially the 
same outer diameter as the· housing 24. This outer surface . is 
knurled to provide a non-slip tactile gripping surface. As seen in 
Figure r, this outer surface has a marking 93 which, when the wheel . . 

20 91 is turned t~ the ~nlocked posi~1on,_ is aligned with. a 
corresponding marking 94 on th_e outer· surface of the hous.1ng 24. 
When the wheel 91 is turned to the locked positi~n these markings, 
93 and 94, do not line up. Thus, these markings, 93 and- 94, provide 
an indicatio~ which readily identift·e.s . the status of the locking 

25 means 22 as locked or unlocked. 
Referring to Figure 6 in conjunction with. Figure 4_, the upper 

portion of the wheel 91 :has a horizontal wall 95. This horizontal · 
wall 95 is s1_m11ar in shap~ -to the bottom -wall 32 of the housing 24 
and includes a dispensing opening 96 having a segment shape. The 

3o reciprocating element 26 is able to pass· through the dispensing 
open1 ng 96 when. properly a 11 gned; 1. e. , when the whee 1 1 s turned to 
the unlocked position. When the wheel 91 is in the locked position 
the horizontal· wall 95 prevents full reciprocation of the 
reciprocating element 26 thereby· preventing a tablet from being 

35 dispensed. . . 
Att~ched-to the upper surface of the horizontal wall 95 is an 

annular l-ing 97. The annular· ring 97 is unattached on the half 

';;:..= 
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nearest the dispensing opening 96 allowing this portion of the 
annular ring 97 to readily deform. The inner and outer boundaries ~ 

of this annular ring 97 are defined by two .~ircles having smaller 
and larger diameters respectively, the origins of which are offset 

s from each other. The origin of the c~rcle which .defines the outer 
boundary is located slightly toward the dispensing opening 96 from 
the origin of the circle·which defines the-overall boundary of the 

. . 

horizontal wall 95. The origin of the circle which defines the 
inner boundary of the annular ring 97 is located a slight distance 

10 further toward the dispensing opening 96 than the origin of the 
circle which defines the outer boundary. A notch 98 is located in 
the annular ring 97 on ·a line which runs through the origins of the · 
circles. 

Returning to Figures 4 and 5, when assembled the outer boundary 

15 of the annular ring 97 adjacent the· notch 98 abuts the· interior 
surface of the housing 24; but exerts virtually no force thereon. 
However, as the wheel 91 rotates and the notch 98 approaches the 
ridge 54, the outer boundary of the annular ring 97 begins to push 
against ·and ride upon ·the ridge 54. The closer the notch 98 and 

20 ridge 54 become the greater the force · upon the. ridge 54 by the 
annular ring 97. Consequently," as the wheel 91 is turned to the 
unlocked position the wheel 91 becomes harder ·to turn. This 
provides a tactile indication that the wheel 91 is approaching the 
unlocked position. likewise, as the wheel 91 is turned away from . 

25 
_the unlocked position the wheel 91 becomes easier to turn. 

When the dispensing opening 96 of the wheel 91 and the 
dispensing ap~rture·so are aligned the notch 98 catches the vertical 
ridge 54 on the inner surface of the housing 24. Consequently, as 
the wheel 91 is moved into the unlocked position the annu~ar ring 97 

30 
• forces the· notch 98 to snap against and •grab~ the ridge 54 of the · - , 

housing 24. This creates a tactile and audible indication that the · ·, ' 
locking wheel $1 is now in the unlocked position. ·-~ l 

=.~ . ; 

The approximate dimensions of the annular ring 97 of the. : ! 
preferred. emf:>odiment are provided herewith as exemplary of one i ::· 
possible annular ring 97. Other dimensions, and in fact _other .'. 

35 
t~ctne and audible indication means, can readily be developed by ~-. · 
tbpse skilled in the art. The· wheel 91 has an overall diameter of : 
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42. 4 nun. The horizontal wall 95 has an overall diameter of 40.Z nm. 
The diameter .of the circle of the o.u~er boundary of the annular wall 
97 is 29.2 nm and the diameter of the 1nner bound~ry circle is 26.2 
nm. The orfgf n of the outer boundary circle is s~s nun away from the 

s origin of circle definf.ng th~ exterior boundaries of the h()rizontal 
wall.· The origin of the inner boundary is 6.0 nun away from the 

. . 
origin of circle defining the exterior boundaries of the horizontal 
wall. 

To operate the tablet dispenser 20 the locking means 22 is 
io first turned to the unlocked position 1f it is not already in that 

position. If the markings, 93 and 94, on ·the wheel 91 and housing 
24 line up then the locking means 22 is unlocked, otherwise the 
locking means 22 must be manually turned to the unlocked position. 
Opposing manual forces must be· applied ~o the wheel 91 and the 

1s hous·i ng 24 to ·change the status of the 1 ocki ng means 22 because 
friction between these elements·, 24 and 91, hinders their relative 
rotation; thereby requiring manual manipulation. As the locking 
means 22 is tumed toward the. unlocked position the wheel 91 becomes 
progressively harder.to tu\"n providing a tactile indication.that the 

20 wheel 91 1s approaching. the unlocked position. Upon reaching the 
unlocked position the markings, · 93 and. 94, of the. housing 24 and 
wheel 91 become al i.gned. · Furthermore, a tactile. and audible 
indication is provided by the annular ring 97 and ridge 54 that the 
wheel 91 has reached the unlocked position~· D~e to the" tactile and 

25 audible indications the locking means 22 can be operated in the dark 
and without the need for glasses. in addition, the mar.kings, 93 and 
94, provide a continual indication that the wheel 91 is in the 
un~ocked position. 

Once the locking wheel 91 is tur.ned to the unlocked position 

30 tablets can be successively dispensed from the container 20 uritn · 
the· locking wheel 91 is manually turned to a locked position. To 
understand how tablets are dispensed from the container 20, refer to 
Figure· 7 thr~ugh Figure 10 of the drawings. 

The dispensing cycle begins with the reciprocating means 26 as 
35 seen in Figure 7. The tablets are resting in the guide path created 

by the va~ious surfaces 38, 40, 42, 44~ 46, 76, '86, 87 and 88. 
Figure 8 represents the container 20 ·shortly after the dispensing 
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cycle begins. As the cycle begins the lowermost tablet 99 is 
directed into the tablet accommodating means of the reciprocating 
element.by surface 46. Also, surface 87 nears.surface 46 creating a 
choke point. Ref~rring ~o Figure 9, at the midpoint of the 

s dispensing cycle the low~nnost t~blet, 99 rolls out of the tablet 
accommodating means and is dispensed. The second tablet 99' is held 
within the. dispenser. 20 due to ~he choke point created ·between 
surface 46 and surface 87. As seen in Ftgure 10, -the cycle . . 
continues with the reciprocating element 26 returning to its 

10 original position. By the time the second tablet 99'. is able to 
pass between the choke point between surface 46 and surface 87 it is 
held within· the container by the tablet accomodattng means and 
surface 46. The second tablet 99' becomes the lowermost tablet and. 
will be dispensed in the next cycle. At the end of the cycle the 
container 20 is retumed to its Ol"iginal status as seen in Figure 7 • . 15 
After dispensing th~ desired number of tabl~ts the locking means 22 
can either be left in the unlocked position or tul"ned to a locked 

• position as desired. · 
A more complete explanation of the operation.and structure of 

20 the container 20, minus the locking means 22, ts provided in 
Eu~opean Patent Application Number 345,413 which published. on 
December 13, 1989; the disclosure of which is hereby incorporated 
herein by reference. Although other tablet dispensing containers 
could include a locking nieans 22, the above-referenced tablet 

2s dispensing container ts preferred~· Therefore, · th~ various 
embodiments shown_ in the drawings are· all based upon this tablet 
dispensing container. 

In a second preferred embodiment seen. in Figure 11, the tablet 
dispensing container· _120 1~ generally similar in structure and ' · 

30 'operation to-the embodiment of Figure 1 except for the. locking means 
. 22. The locking means of this embodiment ·is. associated with the · ; ; 
upper end of the container i2o. Referring to Figure 13, the locking : '. 
means of this embodiment includes ·two male parts 125 and two female · \. 
parts 127. The female parts 127 of this embodiment are slots :, i 

35 located in the outer annular wall 168 of the reciprocating element 
126 and can best be seen in Figure 12. · The male parts 125 of this 

I 

. li1i1iii1i1iftf 
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embodiment are projections located on the interior surface of the 
housing 24 near its upper end. 

Like the previous embodi.ment, the reciprocating element 126 is 
made of an upper part 156 and a lower part 158. The upper and . . 

5 lower parts, 156 and 158, are Joined such that the upper part 156 
can· be manually rotated without. rotating the lower. part 158. 
Friction at the joint between the upper part 156 and the lower part 
158 prevents relative rotation between the parts unless opposing 
forces are manually applied to the parts, 156 ~nd 158. As seen tn 

10 Figure 11, this embodiment has markings 193 and 194 similar to the 
first embodiment. The markings of Figure 11 are located on the the 

. I 

reciprocating element 126 and the housing 124 which align when in 
.the unlocked position • 

. To operate the dispenser the locking mechanism 122 must be in 
15 the unlocked position. The status of the locking·mechantsm 122. can 

be verified by checking to see if the markings·,· 193 and 194, are 
aligned. If so, the locking mechanism 122 ts tn the _unlocked 
position. If not, ·then the locking mechanism 122 is in the locked 
position and must be manually turned to the unlocked p0sitton. The 

20 upper part 156 is rotated ~nttl the markings, 193 and 194, are 
aligned. At thts point tablets can be dispensed as descri~d 
previously. 

A tactile indication ts also provided by this configuration. 
· If the reciprocating element 126 is pressed dow while turning, then 

25 upon reaching the unlocked position the male. parts 125 or 
projections will simply fall into the female parts 12.7 or slots 
thereby eliminating the need for lighting to operate the dispenser 
120. A further modification of t~is embodiment (not seen) would 

· hiclude attachment of a s.imil~r annular ring to the bottom of the 

30 outer depending annular wall 168 which would cooperate with a ridge 
on the interior of the housing 124. This wo~ld provide the .same 
audible and tactile indications as in the previous embodiment • 
Mo!'eover, one skilled in the. art could easily conceive of additional 
ways to provide a tactile and audible indication. 

35 
Al~hough particular embodiments of the present invention have 

been shown and desert bed, modi fi cation may be ·made to the package . , . . 

without departing from the teachings of the present invention. 

i 
I 
I 
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Accordingly, the present invention comprises all embodiments within 
the scope of the appended claims • 

·• 

.. 
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1. A tablet dispensin] ccntainer bavinJ: {a) a b::udD1 bavinJ 
a dispens1nJ ~ m1 a reciprcc:at.inJ elaMut aperture q:posing 
each other therein; (b) a z:ecipr::acatil elev••lt bavinJ a means fer 

aoo """ datin; a tablet an:i · an ugm- sm:face, the ~ 
eJmmtt ming attadJed to the bcusinJ am ext:enclinJ. tbJ:aagh t:be 

~element apert:m:e ard.mhq biased such that the means 

fer aa:lall1ICda1:i a tabJ.et .bl.ccks the d1spensin; apertuz:e of the 

bcusiDJ whetl at rest fc:it'J1lin;J an encl.osUJ:e, the 1;ablet aoo 1m1"Jdatin:J . . . 

. means ming adapted to t:eeeive ~- tablet :fmll inside the enclcsure 
am, upcn recip:acatian of tbe ~ el.meat, pass the tablet 

rtm inside tbe enclcsure to the exteriar of tbe enclmure t!m::ulb 
~ dispensin] aperture, thereby dispensJJq a tablet; dm:acter.ized 

in that the. dispensirg container iJic.'briesi a lcdk:1n;r means fer 
selectively ~ recipax::ation of tb8. mc:ipl'acatin:r elena~; 

tbe l.cx:kinJ means ~ selectively maDJally moveable between a. 
1cdced mi an unl.ccked positim, · the l.cx:kinJ means ming adapted to 
remain in eitber the lcx::ksd ar the unJ.ock8d positipn until marmally 

mved to the other positicm. 

. 2;, A tablet dispensilq container acxxrdinJ to CJ.aim 1 wherein 

tbe. l.cx:kinJ means is associated with the J.aer . end of the 

~elmertt:. 

3. A ·tablet ~ container accarclin:J to Claim 2 wherein 
the l.ock:iDJ means is a l.ock:iDJ Weel .11bich has a djspensirq openinJ 

therein attadlecl to the lcwer . erd of tbe truJJ]ar sleeve, m· tbe 

1ccksd position the wheel limits .mvement of· the: ~ 
.• eleanent preveptinl t:ablet ~ am in tba un:J.cclcs.l positim _ ~ 

. ..mel PED!"'i:l#n:J ~ of the z:eciprccatirq eleaait tbJ:aagh tbe 
# • 

diSpensJlq _cpenirJJ am pecmi:ttin:J tablet dispensinJ. 
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4. A tablet dispensin;J cantait1er ac:xxn:dllq ta CJaim 1 wheJ:e.in 

tbe l.oc1d.rq means is 8ssaciatst with 1.JA?er end of tbe ~ 
el anent. 

· 5. A tablet dispenslllJ ~ aa:xmtinJ tO Claim 4_ wherein 

~ eJ.enent farther ·cc:qrises an oater ~ wan . 
dependinJ :fma · tbe uipr sUcface, ani lr4Jerein -the l.oc1d.rq means 
im.1.udes a female part located· an ane of ·ettber tbe mter dspen:liDJ 

wall Of the xecipccca1:i.DJ elars\t ·ar the qp!1:' erd at the baus~, 
am a cccpm:a.t:iDI :male part extei~ :frail the other of the cuter 

dspen:liDJ wall of tbe xecipccca1:i.DJ elanent ar the q;:per erd of tbe . . . . 
balsin:J, the male am the famle parts beir¥.J: aligned :in tbe' unlocked 

positim pmni~ reciprgc:atim of the rec:ip:ccathq elanent and 

bainJ ottset. in the lodmd pcsiticn .preventhq J:eCip:acatim of tbe 

reci.p:a:atirg element. . 

6. A tablet dispensin;J ~ aa:xmtinJ. to CJ aim 5 wherein 
the female part is l.ocat:ed al the mter: &p!ndinJ wall ~ the 

~ eJenent am tbe male part is l.ocated al the b:xJsinI. 

7. A tablet: di.spensinJ cantainer aa:xmtinJ to any ane of Claims 

1-6 wbe1:ein the · l.oc1cinJ means iD::.bJdes ~ tact:ile . signal · and an· 
audible signal. imi.cat.iDJ arrival of the l.oc1d.rq mean6 at the 

unlcckeci pasitim. 

s. A tablet dispmsinJ c0nt:amer ~to CJaim 7 Wherein 
the t:act:i.l8 signal. am. the andible signal are pmvided l:Jy ~ offset 

mnU.ar riJrJ att:adJed .to the l.oc1d.rq means am .bavllrJ a not.ch therein 
which is farced agaimt a ridge attadJed to the interior of tbe ... 

/. 

bcusin; ccea.tinJ the signals. . 

. 9. A tablet dispensiDI·_ cmt:ainer aa:xmtinJ to any ale of Claims ' . . 

· 3r8 Wherein the l.ac1dn;J means in=ludes a vJsnaJ signal imicatm; 
When tbe l.oc1d.rq means is in the unlocked positim • 
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