
A method and system for ensuring that handoff requests take priority over
new cell requests to engage voice channels assigned to a particular target
cell are provided. A certain number of channels are reserved for handoff
requests. However, if no channels, reserved or unreserved, are available,
handoff requests to a particular target cell are stored in a corresponding
queue for a predetermined period of time. Thus, when voice channels become
available, they are seized in order to satisfy the handoff requests stored.
in that queue. If the handoff queue is empty, new call requests to a target
cell may be assigned to available voice channels.    


