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(57) Abstract: Disclosed are methods of differentiating stem cells in order to
obtain hepatocyte-like cells, the method comprising the steps of a) subjecting
definitive endoderm to at least one epigenetic modulator to obtain hepatoblasts
and b) subjecting the hepatoblasts to at least one stem cell ditferentiation path -
way inhibitor to obtain hepatocyte-like cells; wherein steps a) and b) do not
comprise the use of a growth factor. In one preferred embodiment, the epigen-
etic modulator may be sodium butyrate and/or DMSO and the stem cell differ-
entiation pathway inhibitor may be SB431542 and/or DMSO. Also disclosed
are hepatocyte-like cells obtained from the method and uses of these cells such
as drug screening.
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