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Claims: 

s 1. 	A cartridge for an electrophotographic 	. age 

	

forming apparatus, *herein a main assembly o 	said 

apparatus includes a main assembly engagin 	portion, 

to be driven by a motor, having a drivin' shaft and a 

rotational force applying portion prov .ed on the 

io driving shaft, wherein said cartridg= is dismountable 

from the main assembly in a dismo 	ing direction 

substantially perpendicular to an axial direction of 

the driving shaft, said cartridge comprising: 

i) a developing roller, for developing a latent 

• 

15 image, rotatable about a ro 	er axis 	thereof; 

ii) a coupling memeer rotatable about a 

coupling axis by a rotat onal force received from the 

main assembly engaging portion, said coupling member 

including a rotation 	force receiving portion 

20 engageable with tim rotational force applying portion 

to receive a rot= ional force to be transmitted to 

said developing roller from the main assembly engaging 

portion, and • rotational force transmitting portion 

for transmitting the rotational force to said 	' 

25 developin• roller through said rotational force 	. 

receivi . portion, 

wherein said coupling member is capable of 
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pivoting movement such that a rotational force 

receiving portion side of said coupling axis i 

positioned upstream from a rotational force 

transmitting portion side of said coupling axis with 

s respect to the dismounting direction, an. said 

coupling member is disengageabla from 	e main 

assembly engaging portion by the pivo ing movement. 

2. A cartridge according to Claim 1, wherein the 

to dismounting of said cartridge c• ses the pivoting' 

. movement. 

3. A cartridge accordi • to Claim 1, wherein when 

said rotational force receiving portion is behind the 

is rotational force apply ng portion with respect to the 

dismounting directio , said coupling member is capable 

of disengaging fro' the main assembly engaging portion 

with pivoting mo -ment of said coupling member, by 

said rotationa 	force receiving portion retracting 

20 from behind t e rotational force applying portion. 

4. A cartridge according to Claim 1. further 

compris' g a rotational force receiving member for 

recei 	ng the rotational force from said rotational 

as for•-  transmitting portion, wherein said coupling 

m'.ber is pivotably coupled with said rotational force 

eceivinq member. 
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5. A cartridge according to Claim 4, wherel• 

rotational axis of said rotational force rece ving 

member is substantially coaxial with the ro ler axis . 

s 

6. A cartridge according to Claim 5, 	herein said 

rotational force receiving member is .rovided on a 

longitudinal end of said developing 	oiler . 

io 7. A cartridge according to C aim 4, wherein a 

rotational axis of said rotati,  al force receiving 

member is offset from and su 	tantially parallel with 

the roller axis . 

15 8. A cartridge acco ling to Claim 7, further 

comprising an another rotational force receiving 

member that is pro 	ded on a longitudinal end of said 

developing roller 	wherein the rotational force is 

transmitted fro 	said rotational force receiving 

2o member to sai 	developing roller through said another 

rotational farce receiving member. 

9. A cartridge according to Claim 8, wherein said 

rotational force receiving member is meshing 

25 engaa-ment with said another rotational force 

re 	iving member. 
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10. A cartridge according to Claim 1, whexei 	said 

driving shaft is provided with a semi spher 	al 

surface at a free end thereof, wherein sai. coupling 

member includes a recess ; which is urge. by the semi 

s spherical surface when said coupling m- bar receives 

said rotational force from the main 	sembly engaging 

portion. 

11. A cartridge according Cla 	10, wherein said 

is recess is provided with an e 	ending portion which 

expands away from said coup 	g axis as the distance 

from said developing roll 	along said coupling axis, 

wherein said expanding portion is urged to said semi 

spherical surfaoe. 

15 

12. A cartridge according to Claim 1, wherein said 

coupling member . vots by receiving a force from the 

main assembly = gaging portion as said cartridge is 

dismounted f 	m the main assembly of the apparatus. 

to 

13. A of,: tridge according to Claim 1, further 

compris ng a pivoting assistance member for urging 

said •oupling member to assist pivoting movement of 

sal• coupling member as said cartridge is dismounted 

!s from the main assembly of the apparatus. 

14. A cartridge according to Claim 1, wherein said 
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cartridge is dismounted upwardly, and said coup ing 

member pivots by its weight with movement of --id 

cartridge in the dismounting direction ther 	f . 

5 15. 	A cartridge according to any one 	Claims 1 14, 

wherein when said coupling member is c•pable of 

receiving said rotational force from the main assembly 

engaging portion, said coupling ax s and said roller 

axis are substantially coaxial w 	h each other. 

10 

16, 	A cartridge according 'o Claim 15, wherein said 

coupling member pivots such that an angle between said 

coupling axis and said ro ler axis is 20 - 	60°, when 

said coupling member di:engages from the main assembly 

is engaging portion. 	 • 

17. 	A cartridge according to Claim 1, wherein said 

developing relic 	is movable toward and away from an 

electrophotographic photosensitive drum on which the 

20 'latent image is formed, and wherein in a state said 

cartridge 	- mounted to the main assembly, said 

coupling 	s pivotable with the movement toward and 

away fr.m the drum. 

25 :. 	A cartridge according to Claim 17, further 

i•cluding said electrophotographic photosensitive drum 

and an another coupling member that transmits a 
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rotational force from an another main assembly 

engaging portion provided in the main assembl 	to said 

electrophotographic photosensitive drum. 

5 19. A cartridge according to Claim 18 	wherein said 

another coupling member includes a tw -ted projection. 

20. A cartridge according to C1-.m 18, wherein said 

another coupling member is incli,eable with respect to 

to a drum axis of said electropho 'graphic photosenSitive 

drum. 

21. A cartridge for an ‘lectrophotographic image 

forming apparatus, wherein a main assembly of said 

15 apparatus includes a 	ain assembly engaging portion, 

to be driven by a m tor, having a driving shaft and A 

rotational force :•plying portion provided on the 

driving shaft, 	erein said cartridge is dismountable 

from the main assembly in a dismounting direction 

20 substantial 	perpendicular to an axial direction of 

the drivin, shaft, said cartridge comprising: 

a developing roller, for developing a latent 

imags, rotatable about a roller axis thereof: 

ii) a coupling member rotatable about a 

25 co ding axis by a rotational force received from the 

'.in assembly engaging portion, said coupling member 

including a rotational force receiving portion 
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engageable with the rotational force applying portion 

to receive a rotational force to be transmitt d to 

said developing roller from the main assemb 	engaging 

portion, and a rotational force transmitt 	g portion 

5 

10 

for transmitting the rotational force to said 

developing roller through said rotatie- al force 

receiving portion, wherein said coup ing member is 

capable of pivoting movement so th-t said coupling 

axis inclines relative to the ro ler axis, 

wherein when said rotational force receiving 

portion is behind the rotatinal force applying 

portion with respect to th‘ dismounting direction, 

said rotational force re 	lying portion is retractable 

from behind the rotatio al force applying portion by 

15 the pivoting movement 	by which said coupling member 

is disengageable £r• 	the main assembly engaging 

portion. 	- 

22. A cartr age according to Claim 21, wherein the 

20 dismounting •f said cartridge causes the pivoting 

movement. 

23. cartridge according to Claim 21, further 

comp•' sing a rotational force receiving member for 

25 re•eiving the rotational force from said rotational 

.rce transmitting portion, wherein said coupling 

member is pivotably coupled with said rotational force 
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receiving member. 

24. A cartridge according to Claim 23, wh= ein a 

rotational axis of said rotational force 	-ceiving 

5 member is substantially coaxial with the roller axis . 

25. A cartridge according to Cla 	24, wherein said 

rotational force receiving member 	s provided on a 

longitudinal end of said develop ng roller . 

1Q 

26. A cartridge according 	o Claim 23, wherein a 

rotational axis of said ro 	tional force receiving 

member is offset from an. substantially parallel with 

the roller axis . 

15 

27. A cartridge . cording to Claim 26, further 

comprising an ano 	er rotational force receiving 

member 	that is .rovided on a longitudinal end of said 

developing ro 	er, wherein the rotational force is 

20 transmitted 	rom said rotational force receiving 

member to said developing roller through said another 

rotatio = 	force receiving member. 

28 	A cartridge according to Claim 27, wherein said 

25 ro ational force receiving member is in meshing 

ngagement with said another rotational force 

receiving member. 
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29. A cartridge according to Claim 21, where n said 

driving shaft is provided with a semi spherical 

surface at a tree end thereof, wherein sai• coupling 

5 member includes a recess , which is urge. by the semi 

spherical surface when said coupling m 	ber receives 

said rotational force from the main a sembly engaging 

portion. 

10 30. A cartridge according Cl- 	29, wherein said 

recess is provided with an e p:nding portion which 

expands away from said coup ing axis as the distance 

from said developing rolle 	along said coupling axis, 

wherein said expanding p rtion is urged to said semi 

15 spherical surface. 

31. A cartridge •ccording to Claim 21, wherein said 

coupling member ••vots by receiving a force from the 

main assembly e gaging portion as said cartridge is 

zo dismounted fr m the main assembly of the apparatus. 

32. A cartridge according to Claim 21, further 

compris 	g a pivoting assistance member for urging 

said 	•upling member to assist pivoting movement of 

25 sal. coupling member as said cartridge is dismounted 

fr•m the main assembly of the apparatus. 
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33. A cartridge according to Claim 21, wherein said 

cartridge- is dismounted upwardly, and said or piing 

member pivots by its weight with movement r 	said 

cartridge in the dismounting direction hereof. 

5 

34. A cartridge according to any a e of Claims 21 33, 

wherein when said coupling member 	z capable of 

receiving said rotational force 	om the main assembly 

engaging portion, said couplin• axis and said roller 

10 axis are substantially coaxia 	with each other. 

35. A cartridge actor. 	g to Claim 34, wherein said 

coupling member pivots - oh that an angle between said 

coupling axis and salt roller axis is 20 - 	60°, when 

is said coupling member disengages from the main assembly 

engaging poition.  

36. A cartridge according to Claim 21, wherein said 

developing railer is movable toward and away from an 

20 electropho ographic photosensitive drum on which the 

latent 	rage is formed, and wherein in a state said 

cartritge is mounted to the main assembly, said 

coup 	ng is pivotable with the movement toward and 

aw.• from the drum. 

25 

37. A cartridge according to Claim 36, further 

including said electrophotographic photosensitive drum 

11 
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and an another coupling member that transmits a 

rotational force from an another main assembly 

engaging portion provided in the main assemb y to said 

electrophotographic photosensitive drum, 

5 

38. A cartridge according to Claim 3 , wherein said 

another coupling member includes- a tw sted projection. 

39. A cartridge according to Claim 37, wherein said 

to another coupling member is incl 	eable with respect to 

a drum axis of said electroph. ographic photosensitive 

drum. 

40. A cartridge for . 	electrophotographic image 

Is forming apparatus, who ein a main assembly of said 

apparatus includes a 	ain assembly engaging portion, 

to be driven by a 	•tor; having-a-drivfng-shaft-and -a 

rotational force .pplying portion provided on the 

driving shaft, 	herein said cartridge is dismountable 

20 from the main assembly in a dismounting direction 

substantial 	perpendicular to an axial direction of 

the drivi I shaft, said cartridge comprising! 

a developing roller, for developing a latent 

image, rotatable about a roller axis 	thereof: 

25 ii) a coupling member rotatable about a  

coupling axis 	by a rotational force received from the 

ain assembly engaging portion, said coupling member 
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including a rotational force receiving portion 

engageable with the rotational force applying 	ortion 

to receive a rotational force to be transmit ed to 

said developing roller from the main assem. y engaging 

5 portion, and a rotational force transmit. ng  portion 

for transmitting the rotational force 	• said 

developing roller through said rotat •nal force 

receiving portion, wherein said co .ling member is 

capable of pivoting movement so t at said coupling 

10 axis inclines relative to the riller axis, 

wherein when said rot• ional force receiving 

portion is behind the rotational force applying 

portion with respect to tee,dismounting direction, 

said rotational force r= eiving portion is retractable 

IS from behind the rotat *nal force applying portion by 

such pivoting moveme t of said coupling member that a 

rotational force r ceiving portion side of said 

coupling axis is •ositioned upstream from a rotational 

force transmit 	ng portion side of said coupling axis 

20 with respect 	o the dismounting direction, by which 

said coup]: g member is disengageable from the main 

assembly 	ngaging portion. 

41. 	A cartridge according to Claim 40, wherein the 

25 dismounting of said cartridge causes the pivoting 

movement. 
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42. A cartridge according to Claim 40, furt -r  

comprising a rotational force receiving memb; 	for 

receiving the rotational force from said r• ational 

force transmitting portion, wherein said 	oupling 

5 member is pivotably coupled with said rotational force 

receiving member. 

43. A cartridge according.to Claim 42, wherein a 

rotational axis of said rotatio T.J. force receiving 

10 member is substantially coaxi 	with the roller axis . 

44, 	A cartridge accordi • to Claim 43, wherein said 

rotational force receiving member is provided on a 

longitudinal end of s. . developing roller . 

15 

45. A cartridge 	cording to Claim 43, wherein a 

rotational axis o 	said rotational force receiving 

member is offse 	from and substantially parallel with 

the roller ax s . 

20 

46. A c. triage according to Claim 45, further 

comprisi g an another rotational force receiving 

member that is provided on a longitudinal end of said 

deve oping roller, wherein the rotational force is 

25 tr. smitted from said rotational force receiving 

ember 	to said developing roller through said another 

rotational force receiving member. 
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47. A cartridge according to Claim 46, wherei 	said 

rotational force receiving member is Meshing 

engagement with said another rotational fore 

s receiving member. 

48. A cartridge according to Claim 	O. wherein said 

driving shaft is provided with a se 	spherical 

surface at a free end thereof, whe ein said coupling 

10 member includes a recess , whir 	is urged by the semi 

spherical surface when said coupling member receives 

said rotational force from t e main assembly engaging 

portion. 

15 49. A cartridge acco ding Claim 48, wherein said 

recess is provided w 	h an expanding poJCtion which 

expands away from -,=id coupling axis as the distance 

from said develof ng roller along said coupling axis, 

wherein said eivanding portion is urged to said semi 

20 spherical su 	ace. 

50. A .-rtridge according to Claim 40, wherein said 

coupline member pivots by receiving a force from the 

main .ssembly engaging portion as said cartridge is 

25 dis,ounted from the main assembly of the apparatus. 

51. A cartridge according to Claim 40, further 
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1 

1 

2 

2 

comprising a pivoting assistance member for urg ng 

said coupling member to assist pivoting moveme t of 

said coupling member as said cartridge is dismounted 

from the main assembly of the apparatus. 

5 

52. A cartridge according to Claim 4', wherein said 

cartridge is dismounted upwardly, an. said coupling 

member pivots by its weight with m• ement of said 

cartridge in the dismounting dir-  tion thereof. 

) 

53. A cartridge according 	• any one of any one of 

Claims 40 - 	52, wherein wh= 	said coupling member is 

capable of receiving said 	otational force from the 

main assembly engaging ..rtion, said coupling axis and 

i said roller axis are s•bstantially coaxial with each 

other. 

54. A cartridg 	according to Claim 53, wherein said 

coupling member pivots such that an angle between said 

coupling axi- and said roller axis is 20 - 	60°, when 

said coupl 	g member disengages from the main assembly 

engaging .ortion. 

55. A cartridge according to Claim 40, wherein said 

dev loping roller is movable toward and away from an 

a ectrophotographic photosensitive drum on which the 

atent image is formed, and wherein in a state said 
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cartridge is mounted to the main assembly, sal,  

coupling is pivotable with the movement tow •'d and 

away from the drum. 

5 56. A cartridge according to Claim 5-. further 

including said electrophotographic p •tosensitive drum 

and an another coupling member tha 	transmits a 

rotational force from an another 	ain assembly 

engaging portion provided in th 	main assembly to said 

10 electrophotographic photosensitive drum. 

57. A cartridge accords g to Claim 56, wherein said 

another coupling member 	eludes a twisted projection. 

15 58. A cartridge according to Claim 56, wherein said 

another coupling 	mbar is inclineable with respect to 

a drum axis of s.id electrophotographic photosensitive 

drum. 

20 59. A ca tridge for an electrophotographic image 

forming -.paratus, wherein a main assembly of said 

appara 	s includes a main assembly engaging portion, 

to b 	driven by a motor, having a driving shaft and a 

ro 	tional force applying portion provided on the 

25 •.iving shaft, wherein said cartridge is dismountable 

from the main assembly in a dismounting direction 

substantially perpendicular to an axial direction of 
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the driving shaft, said cartridge comprising: 

i) a developing roller, for developing a latent 

Image, rotatable about a roller axis 	thereo•; 

ii) a coupling member rotatable ab. t 

s coupling axis 	to transmit a rotational rirce for 

rotating said developing roller, said •oupling member 

including a plurality of rotational F.rce receiving 

portions provided on a phantom cir Ae about the 

coupling axis at diametrically op.osite positions, and 

• lo a rotational force transmitting portion for 

transmitting the rotational farce to said developing 

roller through said rotatio al force receiving portion, 

wherein said coupling mem.-r is pivotable so that said 

coupling axis inclines r lative to the roller axis: 

is 

20 

iii) a rotatio : 	force receiving member for 

receiving the rotatif al force from the rotational 

force transmitting .ortion, wherein said coupling 

member is pivota.4y connected with said rotational 

force receivin• member, 

where 	said coupling member is capable of 

pivoting mo ement such that with movement of said 

cartridge in the dismounting direction, a rotational 

force r' eiving portion side of the coupling axis is 

posit'ipned upstream from a rotational force 

25 tra -mitting portion side of the coupling axis with 

respect to the dismounting direction, 

wherein when said rotational force receiving 
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portion is behind the rotational force applyinc 

portion with respect to the dismounting dire. ion, 

said rotational force receiving portion is 	etractabl 

from behind the rotational force applyin• portion by 

5 the pivoting movement of said coupling 	ember, by 

which said coupling member is diseng;.eable from the 

main assembly engaging portion. 

60. A cartridge according to 	laim 59, wherein a 

10 rotational axis of said rotat onal force receiving 

member is substantially Goa ,  al with the roller axis 

61. A cartridge according to Claim 60, wherein said 

rotational force recei ing member is provided on a 

15 longitudinal end of -aid developing roller . 

62, 	A cartridg 	according to Claim 59, wherein a 

rotational axi-  of said rotational force receiving 

member is off-et from and substantially parallel with 

20 the roller 	is . 

63. 	. cartridge according to Claim 62, further 

compr sing an another rotational force receiving 

memi‘r 	that is provided on a longitudinal end of said 

25 d-  eloping roller, wherein the rotational force is 

ransmitted from said rotational force receiving 

member 	to said developing roller through said another 
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rotational force receiving member, 

64. A cartridge according to Claim 63 	whe ein'said 

rotational force receiving member is in me- ing 

5 engagement with said another rotational farce 

receiving member. 

65. A cartridge according to Clai 	59, wherein said 

driving shaft 	is provided with a zemi spherical 

10 surface at a free end thereof, 	erein said coupling 

member includes a recess , whi h is urged by the semi 

spherical surface when said 'oupling member receives 

said rotational force from the main assembly engaging 

portion. 	) 

15 

66. A cartridge according Claim 65, wherein said 

recess is provided iith an expanding portion which 

expands away fro 	said coupling axis as the distance 

from said devel ping roller along said coupling axis. 

20 	wherein said c pending portion is urged to said semi 

spherical s 	face. 

67. A cartridge according to Claim 59, wherein said 

coupl 	g member pivots by receiving a force from the 

25 	main assembly engaging portion as said cartridge is 

di mounted from the main assembly of the apparatus. 



206 

68. A cartridge according to Claim 59, further 

comprising a pivoting assistance member 	for urging 

said coupling member to assist pivoting move 	t of 

said coupling member as said cartridge is ..smounted 

5 from the main assembly of the apparatus. 

69. A cartridge according to Claim .9, wherein said 

cartridge is dismounted upwardly, a.d said coupling 

member pivots by its weight with ..vement of said 

io cartridge in the dismounting di 	ction thereof. 

70. A cartridge according 	o any one of Claims 59 - 

69, wherein when said coup ing member is capable of 

receiving said rotationa 	force from the main assembly 

15 engaging portion, said coupling axis and said roller 

axis are substantial 	coaxial with each other. 

71. A cartridg 	according to Claim 70, wherein said 

coupling member pivots such that an angle between said 

zo coupling axis and said roller axis is 20 - 	60°. when 

said coupling member disengages from the main assembly 

engaging fortion. 

72. A cartridge according to Claim 59, wherein said 

25 deva.oping roller is movable toward and away from an 

e 	ctrophotographic photosensitive drum on which the 

atent image is formed, and wherein in a state said 
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cartridge is mounted to the main assembly, said 

coupling is pivotable with the movement towar. and 

• away from the drum. 

5 73. A cartridge according to Claim 72 	further 

including said electrophotographic pho osensitive drum 

and an another coupling member that 	ransmits a 

rotational force from an another m. n assembly 

engaging portion provided in the "in assembly to said 

10 electrophotographic photosensi .ve drum. 

74. A cartridge accordin• to Claim 73, wherein said 

another, coupling member i eludes a twisted projection; 

15 75. A cartridge according to Claim 73, wherein said 

another coupling me •er is inclinable with respect to 

a drum axis of sal.% electrophotographic photosensitive 

drum. 

20 76. An electrophotographic image forming apparatus 

for formin• an image on a recording material, said 

apparatus comprising: 

main assembly including a main assembly 

engag ng portion, to be driven by a motor, having a 

25 dri ing shaft and a rotational force applying portion 

provided on the driving shaft; 

a cartridge dismountable from the main assembly 
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in a dismounting direction substantially pexpen. cular 

to an axial direction of the driving shaft, s•.d 

cartridge including, 

i) a developing roller, for developing a latent 

s image, rotatable about a roller axis 	th: eof; 

ii) a coupling member rotatabl 	about a 

coupling axis 	thereof by a rotation 	force received 

from the main assembly engaging po• ion, said coupling 

member including a rotational fo. a receiving portion 

10 engageable with the rotational 	orce applying portion 

to receive a rotational forc- to be transmitted to 

said developing roller fro 	the main assembly engaging 

portion, and a rotational force transmitting portion 

for transmitting the ro ational force to said 

is developing roller thr. gh said rotational force 

receiving portion, 

wherein sa d coupling member is capable of 

pivoting moveme 	such that a rotational force 

receiving portion side of said coupling axis is 

20 positioned u'stream from a•xotational force 

transmit-LI g portion side of said coupling axis with 

respect 	o the dismounting direction, and said 

coupling member is disengageable from the main 

asse sly engaging portion by the pivoting movement. 

25 

77. 	An image forming apparatus according to Claim 76. 

wherein the dismounting of said cartridge causes the 
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pivoting movement. 

78. 	An image forming apparatus according 	o Claim 76, 

wherein when said rotational force receivi g portion 

s is behind the rotational force applying dortion with 

respect to the dismounting direction, -aid coupling 

member is capable of disengaging fro,  the main 

assembly engaging portion with piv. ing movement of 

said coupling member, by said ro =tional force 

10 receiving portion retracting fr.m behind the 

rotational force applying por ion. 

79. An image forming ap,aratus according to Claim 76, 

wherein said cartridge 	irther comprises a rotational 

ls force receiving member for receiving the rotational 

force from said rota tonal force transmitting portion, 

wherein said coupli ng member is pivotably coupled with 

said rotational 	.rce receiving member. 

20 80. An ima•= forming apparatus according to Claim 79, 

wherein a rotational axis of said rotational force 

receiving 	ember is substantially coaxial with the 

roller . is . 

25 81 	An image forming apparatus according to Claim 80, 

w -rein said rotational force receiving member is 

•rovided on a longitudinal end of said developing 
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roller . 

82. An image forming apparatus according 	o Claim 79, 

wherein a rotational axis of said rotatio al force 

5 receiving member is offset from and sub tantially 

parallel with the roller axis . 

83. An image forming apparatus according to Claim 82, 

wherein said cartridge further ••mprises an another 

10 rotational force receiving m- p•er 	that is provided on 

a longitudinal end of said • veloping roller, wherein 

the rotational force is t .nsmitted from said 

rotational force receiv 	g member to said developing 

roller through said a other rotational force receiving 

15 member. 

84, 	An image 	inning apparatus according to Claim 83, 

wherein said rotational force receiving member is in 

meshing enga•ement with said another rotational force 

20 receiving 	mber. 

85. 	image forming apparatus according to Claim 76, 

whern.n said driving shaft is provided with a semi 

sp =rical surface at a free end thereof, wherein said 

25 coupling member includes a recess , which is urged by 

the semi spherical surface when said coupling member 

receives said rotational force from the main assembly 
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• engaging portion. 

86. An image forming apparatus according Maim 85, 

wherein said recess is provided with an e landing 

5 portion which expands away from said coipling axis as 

the distance from said developing rol -r along said 

coupling axis, wherein said expandi 2 portion is urged 

to said semi spherical surface. 

to 87. An image forming apparat.s according to Claim 76, 

wherein said coupling member •ivots by receiving a 

force from the main assemble engaging portion as said 

cartridge is dismounted f om the main assembly of the 

apparatus. 

15 

88, 	An image form 	g apparatus according to Claim 76, 

wherein said cartr dge further comprises a pivoting 

assistance member 	for urging said coupling member to 

assist pivotin 	movement of said coupling member as 

20 	said cartrid• -  is dismounted from the main assembly of 

the appara-bs. 

89. 	' 	image forming apparatus according to Claim 76, 

where 	said cartridge is dismounted upwardly, and 

25 	sal.. coupling member pivots by its weight with 

m. ement of said cartridge in the dismounting 

irection thereof. 
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90. An image forming apparatus according to a 	one 

of Claims 76 - 89, wherein when said coupling 'ember 

is capable of receiving said rotational fort 	from the 

s 

10 

main assembly engaging portion, said coupe 	g axis and 

said roller axis are substantially coaxi- 	with each 

other, 

91. An image forming apparatus according to Claim 90, 

wherein said coupling member pivo s such that an angle 

between said coupling axis and -aid roller axis is 20 

- 	60°, when said coupling m-  •er disengages ±rom the 

main assembly engaging port • . 

15 

20 

92. An image forming .•paratus according to Claim 76. 

wherein said developin 	roller is movable toward and 

away from an electro•1 otographic photosensitive drum 

on which the laten' image is formed, and wherein in a 

state said cartr •ge is mounted to the main assembly, 

said coupling 	pivotable with the movement toward 

and away fro 	the drum. 

93. An 	mage forming apparatus according to Claim 92, 

said ca tridge further includes said 

25 elect ophotographic photosensitive drum and an another 

cow ing member that transmits a rotational force from 

a. another main assembly engaging portion provided in 
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the main assembly to said electrophotographic 

photosensitive drum. 

5 

94. An image forming apparatus accordi • to Claim 93, 

wherein said another coupling member in• udes a 

twisted projection. 

95. An image forming apparatus .ccording to Claim 93, 

wherein said another coupling member is inclinable 

io with respect to a drum axis of said 

electrophotographic photosen- tive drum. 

96. An electrophotogra 	Sc image forming apparatus 

for forming an image on a recording material, said 

is apparatus comprising: 

a main asse 	ly including a main assembly 

engaging portion, 	o be driven by a motor, having a 

driving shaft a . a rotational force applying portion 

provided on th 	driving shaft: 

20 a ca. ridge dismountable from the main assembly 

in a dismo 	ting direction substantially perpendicular 

to an ax .1 direction of the driving shaft, said 

cartri••e including, 

i) a developing roller, for developing a latent 

25 im•ee, rotatable about a roller axis 	thereof, and 

ii) a coupling member rotatable about a 

coupling axis 	by a rotational force received from the 
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main assembly engaging portion, said coupling me ber 

including a rotational force receiving portio 

engageable with the rotational force applyi • portion 

to receive a rotational force to be trans Atted to 

s said developing roller from the main as 	bly engaging 

portion, and a rotational force trans .tting portion 

for transmitting the rotational fore 	to said 

developing roller through said rot tional force 

receiving portion, wherein said 'oupling member is 

lo 

is 

capable of pivoting movement sw that said coupling 

axis inclines relative to til_ roller axis, 

wherein when said r,tational force receiving 

portion is behind the ro 	tional force applying 

portion with respect to the dismounting direction, 

said rotational force receiving portion retractable 

from behind the rot tional force applying portion by 

the pivoting mov-'ent, by which said coupling member 

is disengageabl 	from the main assembly engaging 

portion.. 

20 

97. 	An 	mage forming apparatus according to Claim 96, 

wherein 	he dismounting of said cartridge causes the 

pivoti g movement. 

25 •. 	An image forming apparatus according to Claim 96, 

erein said cartridge further comprises a rotational 

force receiving member for receiving the rotational 
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force from said rotational force transmitting po tion, 

wherein said coupling member is pivotably coup ed with 

said rotational force receiving member. 

5 99. 	An image forming apparatus accord 	g to Claim 

wherein a rotational axis of said rota 	onal force 

receiving member is substantially co 	mai with the 

roller axis . 

98, 

10 100. 	An image forming apparat . according to Claim 

wherein said rotational force 	eceiving member is 

provided on a longitudinal 	d of said developing 

roller. 

99, 

1s 101. 	An image forming apparatus according to Claim 98, 

wherein a rotational = is of said rotational force 

receiving member 1. offset from and substantially 

parallel with the roller axis . 

20 102. 	An ima•- forming apparatus according to Claim 

101, where' 	said cartridge further comprises an 

another r• ational force receiving member 	that is 

provide,  on a longitudinal end of said developing 

roller 	wherein the rotational force is transmitted 

2s from said rotational force receiving member 	to said 

de eloping roller through said another rotational 

torte receiving member. 
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103. An image forming apparatus according to 	laim 

102, wherein said rotational force receiving member is 

in meshing engagement with said another ro ational 

s force receiving member. 	- 

104. An image forming apparatus ac .rding to- Claim 96, 

wherein said driving shaft is prov Led with a semi 

spherical surface at a free end 	ereof, wherein said 

10 

15 

coupling member includes a recz..s , which is urged by 

the semi spherical surface w• 	said coupling member 

receives said rotational fo ce from the main assembly 

engaging portion, 

105. An image formin 	apparatus according Claim 104, 

wherein said recess 	s provided with an expanding 

portion 	which exp•nds away from said coupling axis as 

the distance fro 	said developing roller along said 

coupling axis, wherein said expanding portion is urged 

2o to said semi spherical surface. 

106. • 	image forming apparatus according to Claim 96, 

wherei 	said coupling member pivots by receiving a 

fore 	from the main assembly engaging portion as said 

2$ a- 	ridge is dismounted from the main assembly of the 

..naratus. 



217 

107. An image forming apparatus according to Claim 96, 

wherein said cartridge further comprises a p voting 

assistance member for urging said couplin• member to 

assist pivoting movement of said couplin• member as 

5 said cartridge is dismounted from the 	in assembly of 

the apparatus. 

108. An image forming apparatus =ccording to Claim 96. 

wherein said cartridge is dismo 	ted upwardly, and 

10 said coupling member pivots b/ its weight with 

movement of said cartridge 	the dismounting 

direction thereof. 

109. An image formin• apparatus according to any one 

15 of Claims 96 - 108, 	erein when said coupling member 

is capable of rece 	ing said rotational force from the 

main assembly alining portion, said coupling axis and 

said roller axi• are substantially coaxial with each 

other. 

20 

110. An 	age forming apparatus according to Claim 

109, whe ein said coupling member pivots such that an 

angle •etween said coupling axis and said roller axis 

is 21 - 	60°, when said coupling member disengages from 

25 th‘ main assembly engaging portion. 

111. An image forming apparatus according to Claim 96, 
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5 

wherein said developing roller is movable toward and 

away from an electrophotographic photosensit 	e drum 

on which the latent image is formed, and w 'rein in a 

state said cartridge is mounted to the m•An assembly, 

said coupling is pivotable with the mov ment toward 

and away from the drum. 

112. 	An image forming apparatus according to Claim 

111, said cartridge further inc udes said 

lo electrophotographic photosens tive drum and an another 

coupling member that trans 	ts a rotational force from 

an another main assembly 	gaging portion provided in 

the main assembly to sa V electrophotographic 

photosensitive drum. 

15 

113. 	An image for ing apparatus according to Claim 

112, wherein sai' another coupling member includes a 

twisted projec ion. 

20 114. 	An i age forming apparatus according to Claim 

112, whet-in said another coupling member is 

inclinz.ble with respect to a drum axis of said 

also 	ophotographic photosensitive drum. 

25 15. 	An electrophotographic image forming apparatus 

for forming an image on a recording material, said 

apparatus comprising; 
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a main assembly including a main assembly 

engaging portion, to be driven by a motor,:wing a 

driving shaft and a rotational force apply ng portion 

provided on the driving shaft; 

5 a cartridge dismountable from 	e main assembly 

in a dismounting direction substanti. ly  perpendicular 

to an axial direction of the drivilt shaft, said 

cartridge including, 

i) a developing roller, 	or developing a latent 

10 image, rotatable about a roll,.r axis 	thereof, and 

ii) a coupling membe 	rotatable about a 

coupling axis by a rotat Anal force received from the 

main assembly engaging eertion, said coupling member 

including a rotational force receiving portion 

Is engageable with the 	otational force applying portion 

to receive a rotational force to be transmitted to 

said developing seller from the main assembly engaging 

portion, and a 	otational force transmitting portion 

for transmitting the rotational force to said 

20 developing 	oiler through said rotational force 

receiving •ortion, wherein said coupling member is 

capable .f pivoting movement so that said coupling 

axis 	clines relative to the roller axis, 

wherein when said rotational force receiving 

25 potion is behind the rotational force applying 

sortion with respect to the dismounting direction, 

said rotational force receiving portion is retractable 
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from behind the rotational force applying port on by 

such pivoting movement of said coupling memb r that a 

• rotational force receiving portion side of said 

coupling axis is positioned upstream fro 	a rotational 

5 force transmitting portion side of sai• coupling axis 

with respect to the dismounting dire 	ion, by which 

said coupling member is disengagea••e from the main 

assembly engaging portion. 

10 116. An image forming appar. us according to Claim 

115, wherein the dismountin• of said cartridge causes 

the pivoting movement. 

117. An image formin. apparatus according to Claim 

15 115, wherein said ca tridge further comprises a 

rotational force receiving member for receiving the 

rotational force 	rom said rotational force 

transmitting p• -Lion, wherein said coupling member is 

pivotably co •led with said rotational force receiving 

20 member. 

118. image forming apparatus according to Claim 

117, 	erein a rotational axis of said rotational 

for's, receiving member is substantially coaxial with 

25 t e roller axis . 

119. An image forming apparatus according to Claim 
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118, wherein said rotational force receiving me •er 	J 

provided on a longitudinal end of said develop ng 

roller . 

5 120. 	An image forming apparatus accord 	g to Claim 

117. wherein a rotational axis of said rotational 

force receiving member is offset fro 	and 

substantially parallel with the re 	er axis . 

10 121. 	An image forming apparat s according to Claim 

120, wherein said cartridge farther comprises an 

another rotational force receiving member that is 

provided on a longitudina 	end of said developing 

roller, wherein the rot• ional force is transmitted 

15 from said rotational fires receiving member to said 

developing roller th ough said another rotational 

force receiving me••er. 

122. 	An image forming apparatus according to Claim 

2o 121, wherein -aid rotational force receiving member is 

in meshing 	ngagement with said another rotational 

force receiving member. 

123. 	An image forming apparatus according to Claim 

25 115, wherein said driving shaft 	is provided with a 

se i spherical surface at a free end thereof, wherein 

.aid coupling member includes a recess , which is 
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urged by the semi spherical surface when said c upling 

member receives said rotational force from th- main 

assembly engaging portion. 

5 124. An image forming apparatus accor. ng  Claim 123, 

wherein said recess is provided with 4.0 expanding 

portion which expands away from sal,  coupling axis as 

the distance from said developing 	oiler along said 

coupling axis, wherein said exp 	ding portion is urged 

10 to said semi spherical surface 

125. An image forming apparatus according to Claim 

115, wherein said coupli.• member pivots by receiving 

a force from the main 	sembly engaging portion as 

is said cartridge is di 	wanted from the main assembly of 

the apparatus. 

126_ 	An image 	orming apparatus according to Claim 

115, wherein 	aid cartridge further comprises a 

20 pivoting as- stance member 	for urging said coupling 

member to -ssist pivoting movement of said coupling 

member .- said cartridge is dismounted from the main 

assemk.y of the apparatus. 

25 1 7. 	An image forming apparatus according to Claim 

15, wherein said cartridge is dismounted upwardly, 

and said coupling member pivots by its weight with 
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movement of said cartridge in the dismounting 

direction thereof. 

128. An image forming apparatus accordi • to any one 

5 of Claims 96 - 108, wherein when said cp piing member 

is capable of receiving said rotation. 	force from the 

main assembly engaging portion, sai. coupling axis and 

said roller axis are substantially coaxial with each 

other. 

10 

129. An image forming apparatus according to Claim 

128, wherein said coupling 	ember pivots such that an 

• angle between said coupling axis and said roller axis 

is 20 - 	60°, when said 	oupling member disengages from 

15 the main assembly engaing portion. 

130. An image fo,  ing apparatus according to Claim 

115, wherein sad 	developing roller is movable toward 

and away from 	n eleetrophotographic photosensitive 

20 drum on whic, the latent image is formed, and wherein 

in a state 	aid cartridge is mounted to the main 

assembly, said coupling is pivotable with the movement 

toward 	nd away from the drum. 

25 13 . 	An image forming apparatus according to Claim 

1 0, said cartridge further includes said 

electrophotographic photosensitive drum and an another 
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coupling member that transmits a rotational force from 

an another main assembly engaging portion pr. ided in 

the main assembly to said electrophotograpric 

photosensitive drum. 

5 

132. An image forming apparatus according to Claim 

131, wherein said another coupling 	ember includes a 

twisted projection. 

10 133. An image forming appar. us according to Claim 

131. wherein said another c• piing member is 

inclineable with respect 	• a drum axis of said 

electrophotographic pho .sensitive drum. 

15 134. An electropho ographic image forming apparatus 

for forming an iM.te on a recording material, said 

apparatus compri.ing: 

a main =ssembly including a main assembly 

engaging por ion, to be driven by a motor, having a 

20 driving shaft and a rotational force applying portion 

provided on the driving shaft; 

a cartridge dismountable from the main assembly 

in a iismounting direction substantially perpendicular 

to zn axial direction of the driving shaft, said 

25 - tridge including, 

i) a developing roller rotatable about a roller 

axis 	thereof; 
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a coupling member rotatable about a cou.ling 

axis 	to transmit a rotational force for rota ing said 

developing roller, said coupling member inc uding a 

plurality of rotational force receiving p,rtions 

5 provided on a phantom circle about the •oupling axis 

at diametrically opposite positions, -,d a rotational 

force transmitting portion for trap- itting the 

rotational force to said developin4 roller through 

said rotational force receiving 'portion, wherein said 

is coupling member is pivotable st that said coupling 

axis inclines relative to th: roller axis; 

iii) a rotational f,rce receiving member for 

receiving the rotational 	orce from the main assembly 

engaging portion, where n said coupling member is 

is pivotably connected Wth said rotational force 

receiving member, 

wherein sad coupling member is capable of 

pivoting such t it with movement of said drum unit in 

the dismountins direction, a rotational force 

20 receiving po tion side of the coupling axis is 

positioned 	pstreem from a rotational force 

transmit 	ng portion side of the coupling axis with 

respect to the dismounting direction, 

wherein when said rotational force receiving 

25 par ion is behind the rotational force applying 

pPrtion with respect to the dismounting direction, 

said rotational force receiving portion is retractable 
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front behind the rotational force applying portion by 

the pivoting of said coupling member, by whit. said 

coupling member is disengageable from the m. n 

assembly engaging portion. 

s 

135. 	An image forming apparatus according to Claim 

134, wherein a rotational axis of sa d rotational 

force receiving member is substant ally coaxial with 

the roller axis . 

10 

136. 	An image forming apparatus according to Claim 

135, wherein said rotation.. farce receiving member 

provided on a longitudin 	end of said developing 

roller . 

is 

15 

137. 	An image fo 	ng apparatus according to Claim 

134, wherein a ro -tional axis of said rotational 

force receiving 	ember is offset from and 

substantially ,arallel with the roller axis . 

20 

138. 	An 	age forming apparatus according to Claim 

137, whe ein said cartridge further comprises an 

anothe' rotational force receiving member that is 

prov lied on a longitudinal end of said developing 

25 ro 	er, wherein the rotational force is transmitted 

om said rotational force receiving member 	to said 

developing roller through said another rotational 
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force receiving member. 

139. An image forming apparatus according 	o Claith 

138. wherein said rotational force receiving member is 

5 in meshing engagement with said another 	otational 

force receiving member. 

140. An image forming apparatus a cording to Claim 

134, wherein said driving shaft 	s provided with a 

10 semi spherical surface at a fret end thereof, wherein 

said coupling member includes a recess , which is 

urged by the semi spherical surface when said coupling 

member receives said rotational force from the main 

assembly engaging portims. 

15 

141. An image for 	g apparatus according Claim 140, 

wherein said races: is provided with an expanding 

portion which e 'ands away from said coupling axis as 

the distance f •m said developing roller along said 

20 coupling axis, wherein said expanding portion is urged 

to said sem' spherical surface. 

142. A' image forming apparatus according to Claim 

134, w erein said coupling member pivots by receiving 

2s a fo ce from the main assembly engaging portion as 

sa d cartridge is dismounted from the main assembly of 

e apparatus, 
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143. An image forming apparatus according to Cl im 

134, wherein said cartridge further comprises . 

pivoting assistance member for urging said coupling 

s member to assist pivoting movement of said 	oupling 

member as said cartridge is dismounted frim the main 

assembly of the apparatus. 

144. An image forming apparatus ac ording to Claim 

10 134, wherein said cartridge is di- ounted upwardly, 

and said coupling member pivots •y its weight with 

movement of said cartridge in 	e dismounting 

direction thereof. 

15 145. An image forming ..paratus according to any one 

of Claims 134 - 144, wrerein when said coupling member 

is capable of receiv'•g said rotational force from the 

main assembly enga.ing portion, said coupling axis and 

said roller axis 	re substantially coaxial with each 

20 other. 

146. An i 	ge forming apparatus according to Claim 

145, wher= n said coupling member pivots such that an 

angle b 	ween said coupling axis and said roller axis 

25 is 20 	60°, when said coupling member disengages from 

the 	ain assembly engaging portion, 
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147. 	An image forming apparatus according to Cl im 

134, wherein said developing roller is movable 	toward 

and away from an electrophotographic photose 	itive 

drum on which the latent image is formed, . d wherein 

s in a state said cartridge is mounted to 	se main 

assembly, said coupling is pivotable w 	h the movement 

toward and away from the drum. 

148. 	An image forming apparatus according to Claim 

10 147, said cartridge further Inc udes said 

electrophotographic photosens tive drum and an another 

coupling member that transm ts a rotational force from 

an another main assembly 	ngaging portion provided in 

the main assembly to sa'd electrophotographic 

15 photosensitive drum. 

149. 	An image £o Coming apparatus according to Claim 

148, wherein sa'd another coupling member includes a 

twisted proje 	ion. 

20 

150. 	An 	mage forming apparatus according to Claim 

148, whc ein said another coupling member is 

incli -able with respect to a drum axis of said 

ele 	rophotographic photosensitive drum. 

25 
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Claims 

1. 	A cartridge for an electrophotographic image forming apparatus, 
wherein a main assembly of said apparatus includes a main assembly engaging 
portion, to be driven by a motor, having a driving shalt and a rotational force 
applying portion provided on the driving shaft, and an electrophotographic 
photosensitive drum, wherein said cartridge is dismountable from the main 
assembly in a dismounting direction substantially perpendicular to an axial 
direction of the driving shaft, said cartridge comprising: 

i) a developing roller, for developing a latent image of the 
electrophotographic photosensitive drum, rotatable about a roller axis thereof; 

ii) a coupling member rotatable about a coupling axis by a 
rotational force received from the main assembly engaging portion, said coupling 
member including a rotational force receiving portion engageable with the 
rotational force applying portion to receive a Motional force to be transmitted to 
said developing roller from the main assembly engaging portion, and a rotational 
force transmitting portion for transmitting the rotational force to said developing 
roller through said rotational force receiving portion, 

wherein said coupling member is capable of pivoting movement 
such that a rotational force receiving portion side of said coupling axis is positioned 
upstream from a rotational force transmitting portion side of said coupling axis with 
respect to the dismounting direction, and said coupling member is clisengageable 
from the main assembly engaging portion by the pivoting movement. 

2. A cartridge according to Claim 1, wherein the dismounting of said 
cartridge causes the pivoting movement. 

3. A cartridge according to Claim 1, wherein when said rotational 
force receiving portion is behind the rotational force applying portion with respect 
to the dismounting direction, said coupling member is capable of disengaging from 
the main assembly engaging portion with pivoting movement of said coupling 
member, by said rotational force receiving portion retracting from behind the 
rotational force applying portion. 

4. A cartridge according to Claim 1, further comprising a rotational 
force receiving member for receiving the rotational force from said rotational force 
transmitting portion, wherein said coupling member is pivotably coupled with said 
rotational force receiving member.  

5. A cartridge according to Claim 4, wherein a rotational axis of said 
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rotational force receiving member is substantially coaxial with the roller axis. 

6. A cartridge according to Claim 5, wherein said rotational force 
receiving member is provided on a longitudinal end of said developing roller. 

7. A cartridge according to Claim 4, wherein a rotational axis of said 
rotational force receiving member is offset from and substantially parallel with the 
roller axis. 

8. A cartridge according in Claim 7, further comprising an another 
rotational force receiving member that is provided on a longitudinal end of said 
developing roller, wherein the rotational force is transmitted from said rotational 
force receiving member to said developing roller through said another rotational 
force receiving member. 

• 
9. A cartridge according to Claim 8, wherein said rotational force 

receiving member is meshing engagement with said another rotational force 
receiving member. 

10. A cartridge according to Claim 1, wherein said coupling member 
includes a recess, which is urged by a free end of the driving shaft when said 
coupling member receives said rotational force from the main assembly engaging 
portion. 

11. A cartridge according Claim 10, wherein said recess is provided 
with an expanding portion which expands away from said coupling axis as the 
distance from said developing roller along said coupling axis, wherein said 
expanding portion is urged to the free end of the driving shaft. 

12. A cartridge according to Claim 1, wherein said coupling member 
pivots by receiving a force from the main assembly engaging portion as said 
cartridge is dismounted from the main assembly of the apparatus, 

13. A cartridge according to Claim 1, further comprising a pivoting 
assistance member for urging said coupling member to assist pivoting movement of 
said coupling member as said cartridge is dismounted from the main assembly of 
the apparatus. 

14. A cartridge according to Claim 1, wherein said cartridge is 
dismounted upwardly, and said coupling member pivots by its weight with 
movement of said cartridge in the dismounting direction thereof. 

15, 	A cartridge according to any one of Claims 1-14, wherein when said 
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coupling member is capable of receiving said rotational force from the main 
assembly engaging portion, said coupling axis and said roller axis are substantially 
coaxial with each other. 

	

16. 	A cartridge according to Claim 15, wherein said coupling member 
pivots such that an angle between said coupling axis and said roller axis is 20 - 60°, 
when said coupling member disengages from the main assembly engaging portion. 

	

17. 	A cartridge according to Claim 1, wherein said developing roller is 
movable toward and away from the electrophotographic photosensitive drum, and 
wherein in a state said cartridge is mounted to the main assembly, said coupling 
member is pivotablc with the movement of said developing roller toward and away 
from the drum, 

	

18. 	A cartridge according to Claim 1, wherein the electrophotographic 
photosensitive drum is dismountable from the main assembly. 

	

19. 	A cartridge for an electrophotographic image forming apparatus, 
wherein a main assembly of said apparatus includes a main assembly engaging 
portion, to be driven by a motor, having a driving shaft and a rotational force 
applying portion provided on the driving shaft, and an electrophotographic 
photosensitive drum, wherein said cartridge is dismountable from the main 
assembly in a dismounting direction substantially perpendicular to an axial 
direction of the driving shaft, said cartridge comprising: 

i) a developing roller, for developing a latent image of the 
clectrophotographic photosensitive drain, rotatable about a roller axis thereof; 

ii) a coupling member rotatable about a coupling axis by a 
rotational force received from the main assembly engaging portion, said coupling 
member including a rotational force receiving portion engageable with the 
rotational force applying portion to receive a rotational force to be transmitted to 
said developing roller from the main assembly engaging portion, and a rotational 
force transmitting portion for transmitting the rotational force to said developing 
roller through said rotational force receiving portion, wherein said coupling 
member is capable of pivoting movement so that said coupling axis inclines relative 
to the roller axis, 

wherein when said rotational force receiving portion is behind 
the rotational force applying portion with respect to the dismounting direction, said 
rotational force receiving portion is retractable from behind the rotational force 
applying portion by the pivoting movement, by which said coupling member is 
disengageable from the main assembly engaging portion. 

20. 	A cartridge according to CI aim19, wherein the dismounting of said 
cartridge causes the pivoting movement. 
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21. A cartridge according lo Claiml9, further comprising a rotational 
force receiving member for receiving the rotational force from said rotational force 
transmitting portion, wherein said coupling member is pivotably coupled with said 
rotational force receiving member. 

22. A cartridge according to Claim 21, wherein a rotational axis of said 
rotational force receiving member is substantially coaxial with the roller axis. 

23. A cartridge according to Claim 22, wherein said rotational force 
receiving member is provided on a longitudinal end of said developing roller. 

24. A cartridge according to Claim 21, wherein a rotational axis of said 
rotational force receiving member is offset from and substantially parallel with the 
roller axis. 

25. A cartridge according to Claim 24, further comprising an another 
rotational force receiving member that is provided on a longitudinal end of said 
developing roller, wherein the rotational force is transmitted from said rotational 
force receiving member to said developing roller through said another rotational 
force receiving member. 

26. A cartridge according to Claim 25, wherein said rotational force 
receiving member is in meshing engagement with said another rotational force 
receiving member. 

27. A cartridge according to Claim 19, wherein said coupling member 
includes a recess, which is urged by a free end of the driving shaft when said 
coupling member receives said rotational force from the main assembly engaging 
portion. 

28. A cartridge according Claim 27, wherein said recess is provided 
with an expanding portion which expands away from said coupling axis as the 
distance from said developing roller along said coupling axis, wherein said 
expanding portion is urged to the free end of the driving shall. 

29. A cartridge according to Claim I 9, wherein said coupling member 
pivots by receiving a force from the main assembly engaging portion as said 
cartridge is dismounted from the main assembly of the apparatus. 

30. A cartridge according to Claim 19, further comprising a pivoting 
assistance member for urging said coupling member to assist pivoting movement of 
said coupling member as said cartridge is dismounted from the main assembly of 
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the apparatus. 

31. A cartridge according to Claim 19, wherein said cartridge is 
dismounted upwardly, and said coupling member pivots by its weight with 
movement of said cartridge in the dismounting direction thereof. 

32. A cartridge according to any one ofClaims 19-31, wherein when 
said coupling member is capable of receiving said rotational force from the main 
assembly engaging portion, said coupling axis and said roller axis arc substantially 
coaxial with each other. 

33. A cartridge according to Claim 32, wherein said coupling member 
pivots such that an angle between said coupling axis and said roller axis is 20 - 609, 
when said coupling member disengages from the main assembly engaging portion. 

34. A cartridge according to Claim 19, wherein said developing roller is 
movable toward and away from the electrophotographic photosensitive drum, and 
wherein in a state said cartridge is mounted to the main assembly, said coupling 
member is pivotable with the movement of said developing roller toward and away 
from the drum. 

35. A cartridge according to Claim 19, wherein the electrophotographic 
photosensitive drum is dismountable from the main assembly. 

36. A cartridge for an electrophotographic image forming apparatus, 
wherein a main assembly of said apparatus includes a main assembly engaging 
portion, to he driven by a motor, having a driving shaft and a rotational force 
applying portion provided on the driving shaft, and an electrophotographic 
photosensitive drum, wherein said cartridge is dismountable from the main 
assembly in a dismounting direction substantially perpendicular to an axial 
direction of the driving shalt of the electrophotographic photosensitive drum, said 
cartridge comprising: 

i) a developing roller, for developing a latent image, rotatable 
about a roller axis thereof; 

ii) a coupling member rotatable about a coupling axis by a 
rotational force received from the main assembly engaging portion, said coupling 
member including a rotational force receiving portion engageab le with the 
rotational force applying portion to receive a rotational force to be transmitted to 
said developing roller from the main assembly engaging portion, and a rotational 
force transmitting portion for transmitting the rotational force to said developing 
roller through said rotational three receiving portion, wherein said coupling 
member is capable of pivoting movement so that said coupling axis inclines relative 
to the roller axis, 
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wherein when said rotational force receiving portion is behind 
the rotational force applying portion with respect to the- dismounting direction, said 
rotational force receiving portion is retractable from behind the rotational force 
applying portion by such pivoting movement of said coupling member that a 
rotational force receiving portion side of said coupling axis is positioned upstream 
From a rotational force transmitting portion side of said coupling axis with respect 
to the dismounting direction, by which said coupling member is disengageable 
from the main assembly engaging portion. 

37. A cartridge according to Claim 36, wherein the dismounting of said 
cartridge causes the pivoting movement. 

38. A cartridge according to Claim 36, further comprising a rotational 
force receiving member for receiving the rotational force from said rotational force 
transmitting portion, wherein said coupling member is pivotably coupled with said 
rotational force receiving member. 

39. A cartridge according to Claim 38, wherein a rotational axis of said 
rotational force receiving member is substantially coaxial with the roller axis. 

40. A cartridge according to Claim 39, wherein said rotational force 
receiving member is provided on a longitudinal end of said developing roller. 

41. A cartridge according to Claim 39, wherein a rotational axis of said 
rotational force receiving member is offtet from and substantially parallel with the 
roller axis. 

42, 	A cartridge according to Claim 41, further comprising an another 
rotational force receiving member that is provided on a longitudinal end of said 
developing roller, wherein the rotational force is transmitted from said rotational 
force receiving member to said developing roller through said another rotational 
force receiving member. 

43. A cartridge according to Claim 42, wherein said rotational force 
receiving member is meshing engagement with said another rotational force 
receiving member. 

44. A cartridge according to Claim 36, wherein said coupling member 
includes a recess, which is urged by a free end of the driving shaft when said 
coupling member receives said rotational force from the main assembly engaging 
portion. 

45. A cartridge according Claim 44, wherein said recess is provided 
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with an expanding portion which expands away from said coupling axis as the 
distance from said developing roller along said coupling axis, wherein said 
expanding portion is urged to the Free end of the driving shaft. 

46. 	A cartridge according to Claim 36, wherein said coupling member 
pivots by receiving a force from the main assembly engaging portion as said 
cartridge is dismounted from the main assembly of the apparatus. 

47. A cartridge according to Claim 36, further comprising a pivoting 
assistance member for urging said coupling member to assist pivoting movement of 
said coupling member as said cartridge is dismounted from the main assembly of 
the apparatus. 

48. A cartridge according to Claim 36, wherein said cartridge is 
dismounted upwardly, and said coupling member pivots by its weight with 
movement of said cartridge in the dismounting direction thereof. 

49. A cartridge according to any one of any one of Claims 36 - 48, 
wherein when said coupling member is capable of receiving said rotational force 
From the main assembly engaging portion, said coupling axis and said roller axis 
are substantially coaxial with each other. 

50. A cartridge according to Claim 49, wherein said coupling member 
pivots such that an angle between said coupling axis and said roller axis is 20 - 60°, 
when said coupling member disengages from the main assembly engaging portion. 

51. A cartridge according to Claim 36, wherein said developing roller is 
movable toward and away from the olcetrophotographic photosensitive drum, and 
wherein in a state said cartridge is-mounted to the main assembly, said coupling is 
pivotable with the movement of said developing roller toward and away from the 
drum. 

52. A cartridge according to Claim 36, whrein the electrophotographic 
photosensitive drum is dismountable from the main assembly. 

53. A cartridge for an electrophotographic image forming apparatus, 
wherein a main assembly of said apparatus includes a main assembly engaging 
portion, to be driven by a motor, having a driving shaft and a rotational force 
applying portion provided on the driving shaft, and an electrophotographic 
photosensitive drum, wherein said cartridge is dismountable from the main 
assembly in a dismounting direction substantially perpendicular to an axial 
direction of the driving shaft, said cartridge comprising: 

i) a developing roller, for developing a latent image of the 
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electrophotographic photosensitive drum, rotatable about a roller axis thereof; 
ii) a coupling member rotatable about a coupling axis to transmit 

a rotational force for rotating said developing roller, said coupling member 
including a plurality of rotational force receiving portions provided on a phantom 
circle about the coupling axis at diametrically opposite positions, and a rotational 
force transmitting portion for transmitting the rotational force to said developing 
roller through said rotational force receiving portion, wherein said coupling 
member is pivotahie so that said coupling axis inclines relative to the roller axis; 

iii) a rotational force receiving member for receiving the 
rotational force from the rotational force transmitting portion, wherein said 
coupling member is pivotably connected with said rotational force receiving 
member, 

wherein said coupling member is capable of pivoting movement 
such that with movement of said cartridge in the dismounting direction, a rotational 
force receiving portion side of the coupling axis is positioned upstream from a 
rotational force transmitting portion side of the coupling axis with respect to the 
dismounting direction, 

wherein when said rotational force receiving portion is behind 
the rotational force applying portion with respect to the dismounting direction, said 
rotational force receiving portion is retractable from behind the rotational force 
applying portion by the pivoting movement of said coupling member, by which 
said coupling member is dise»gageable .from the main assembly engaging portion. 

54. A cartridge according to Claim 53, wherein a rotational axis of said 
rotational force receiving member is substantially coaxial with the roller axis. 

55. A cartridge according to Claim 54, wherein said rotational force 
receiving member is provided on a longitudinal end of said developing roller. 

56. A cartridge according to Claim 53, wherein a rotational axis of said 
rotational force receiving member is offset from and substantially parallel with the 
roller axis. 

57. A cartridge according to Claim 56, further comprising an another 
rotational force receiving member that is provided on a longitudinal end of said 
developing roller, wherein the rotational force is transmitted from said rotational 
force receiving member to said developing roller through said another rotational 
force receiving member. 

58. A cartridge according to Claim 57, wherein said rotational force 
receiving member is in meshing engagement with said another rotational force 
receiving member. 
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59. A cartridge according to Claim 53, wherein said coupling member 
includes a recess, which is urged by a free end of the driving shaft when said 
coupling member receives said rotational force from the main assembly engaging 
portion. 

60. A cartridge according Claim 59, wherein said recess is provided 
with an expanding portion which expands away from said coupling axis as the 
distance from said developing roller along said coupling axis, wherein said 
expanding portion is urged to the free end of the driving shaft. 

61. A cartridge according to Claim 53, wherein said coupling member 
pivots by receiving a force from the main assembly engaging portion as said 
cartridge is dismounted from the main assembly of the apparatus. 

62. A cartridge according to Claim 53, further comprising a pivoting 
assistance member for urging said coupling member to assist pivoting movement of 
said coupling member as said cartridge is dismounted from the main assembly of 
the apparatus. 

63. A cartridge according to Claim 53, wherein said cartridge is 
dismounted upwardly, and said coupling member pivots by its weight with 
movement of said cartridge in the dismounting direction thereof. 

64. A cartridge according to any one of Claims 53-63, wherein when 
said coupling member is capable of receiving said rotational force from the main 
assembly engaging portion, said coupling axis and said roller axis arc substantially 
coaxial with each other. 

65. A cartridge according to Claim 64, wherein said coupling member 
pivots such that an angle between said coupling axis and said roller axis is 20 - 60°, 
when said coupling member disengages from the main assembly engaging portion. 

66. A cartridge according to Claim 53, wherein said developing roller is 
movable toward and away from the electrophotographic photosensitive drum, and 
wherein in a state said cartridge is mounted to the main assembly, said coupling is 
pivotable with the movement of said developing roller toward and away from the 
drum. 

67. A cartridge according to Claim 53, wherein the electrophotographic 
photosensitive drum is dismountable from the main assembly. 

68. An electrophotographic image forming apparatus for forming an 
image on a recording material, said apparatus comprising: 
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a main assembly including a main assembly engaging portion, to 
be driven by a motor, having a driving shaft and a rotational force applying portion 
provided on the driving shaft, and an electrophotographic photosensitive drum; 

a cartridge dismountable from the main assembly in a 
dismounting direction substantially perpendicular to an axial direction of the 
driving shaft, said cartridge including, 

i) a developing roller, for developing a latent image of the 
electrophotographic photosensitive drum, rotatable about a roller axis thereof; 

ii) a coupling member rotatable about a coupling axis thereof by 
a rotational force received from the main assembly engaging portion, said coupling 
member including a rotational force receiving portion engageablo with the 
rotational force applying portion to receive a rotational force to he transmitted to 
said developing roller from the main assembly engaging portion, and a rotational 
force transmitting portion for transmitting the rotational force to said developing 
roller through said rotational force receiving portion, 

wherein said coupling member is capable of pivoting movement 
such that a rotational force receiving portion side of said coupling axis is positioned 
upstream from a rotational force transmitting portion side of said coupling axis with 
respect to the dismounting direction, and said coupling member is disengageable 
from the main assembly engaging portion by the pivoting movement. 

69. An image forming apparatus according to Claim 68, wherein the 
dismounting of said cartridge causes the pivoting movement. 

70. An image forming apparatus according to Claim 63, wherein when 
said rotational force receiving portion is behind the rotational force applying 
portion with respect to the dismounting direction, said coupling member is capable 
of disengaging from the main assembly engaging portion with pivoting movement 
of said coupling member, by said rotational force receiving portion retracting from 
behind the rotational force applying portion. 

71. An image forming apparatus according to Claim 68, wherein said 
cartridge further comprises a rotational force receiving member for receiving the 
rotational force from said rotational force transmitting portion, wherein said 
coupling member is pi votably coupled with said rotational force receiving member. 

72. An image forming apparatus according to Claim 71, wherein a 
rotational axis of said rotational force receiving member is substantially coaxial 
with the roller axis. 

73. An image forming apparatus according to Claim 72, wherein said 
rotational force receiving member is provided on a longitudinal end of said 
developing roller. 
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74. An image forming apparatus according to Claim 71, wherein a 
rotational axis of said rotational force receiving member is offset from and 
substantially parallel with the roller axis. 

75. An image forming apparatus according to Claim 74, wherein said 
cartridge further comprises an another rotational force receiving member that is 
provided on a longitudinal end of said developing roller, wherein the rotational 
force is transmitted from said rotational force receiving member to said developing 
roller through said another rotational force receiving member. 

76. An image forming apparatus according to Claim 75, wherein said 
rotational force receiving member is in meshing engagement with said another 
rotational force receiving member. 

77, 	An image forming apparatus according to Claim 68, wherein said 
coupling member includes a recess, which is urged by a free end of the driving 
shaft when said coupling member receives said rotational force from the main 
assembly engaging portion. 

78. An image forming apparatus according Claim 77, wherein said 
recess is provided with an expanding portion which expands away from said 
coupling axis as the distance from said developing roller along said coupling axis, 
wherein said expanding portion is urged to the free end of the driving shall. 

79. An image forming apparatus according to Claim 68, wherein said 
coupling member pivots by receiving a force from the main assembly engaging 
portion as said cartridge is dismounted from the main assembly of the apparatus. 

80. An image forming apparatus according to Claim 68, wherein said 
cartridge further comprises a pivoting assistance member for urging said coupling 
member to assist pivoting movement of said coupling member as said cartridge is 
dismounted from the main assembly of the apparatus. 

81. An image forming apparatus according to Claim 68, wherein said 
cartridge is dismounted upwardly, and said coupling member pivots by its weight 
with movement of said cartridge in the dismounting direction thereof. 

82. An image forming apparatus according to any one of Claims 68-81, 
wherein when said coupling member is capable of receiving said rotational force 
from the main assembly engaging portion, said coupling axis and said roller axis 
are substantially coaxial with each other. 
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83. 	An image forming apparatus according to Claim 82, wherein said 
coupling member pivots such that an angle between said coupling axis and said 
roller axis is 20 - 60°, when said coupling member disengages from the main 
assembly engaging portion. 

84. 	An image forming apparatus according to Claim 68, wherein said 
developing roller is movable toward and away from the electrophotographie 
photosensitive drum, and wherein in a state said cartridge is mounted to the main 
assembly, said coupling is pivotable with the movement of said developing roller 
toward and away from the drum. 

85. 	An image forming apparatus according to Claim 68, wherein said 
el eetrophotographic photosensitive drum is dismountable from the main assembly. 

86. 	An clectrophotographic image funning apparatus for forming an 
image on a recording material, said apparatus comprising: 

a main assembly including a main assembly engaging portion, to 
be driven by a motor, having a driving shaft and a rotational force applying portion 
provided on the driving shaft, and an electrophotographie photosensitive drum; 

a cartridge dismountable from the main assembly in a 
dismounting direction substantially perpendicular to an axial direction of the 
driving shaft, said cartridge including, 

i) a developing roller, for developing a latent image of the 
electrophotographic photosensitive drum, rotatable about a roller axis thereof, and 

ii) a coupling member rotatable about a coupling axis by a 
rotational force received from the main assembly engaging portion, said coupling 
member including a rotational force receiving portion engagcable with the 
rotational force applying portion to receive a rotational force to be transmitted to 
said developing roller from the main assembly engaging portion, and a rotational 
force transmitting portion for transmitting the rotational force to said developing 
roller through said rotational force receiving portion, wherein said coupling 
member is capable ofpivoting movement so that said coupling axis inclines relative 
to the roller axis, 

wherein when said rotational force receiving portion is behind 
the rotational force applying portion with respect to the dismounting direction, said 
rotational force receiving portion retractable from behind the rotational force 
applying portion by the pivoting movement, by which said coupling member is 
disengageable from the main assembly engaging portion. 

87. 	An image forming apparatus according to Claim 86, wherein the 
dismounting of said cartridge causes the pivoting movement. 

88. 	An image forming apparatus according to Claim 86, wherein said 
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cartridge further comprises a rotational force receiving member for receiving the 
rotational force from said rotational force transmitting portion, wherein said 
coupling member is pivotably coupled with said rotational force receiving member. 

89. An image forming apparatus according to Claim 88, wherein a 
rotational axis of said rotational force receiving member is substantially coaxial 
with the roller axis. 

90. An image forming apparatus according to Claim 89, wherein said 
rotational force receiving member is provided on a longitudinal end of said 
developing roller. 

91. An image forming apparatus according to Claim 88, wherein a 
rotational axis of said rotational force receiving member is offset from and 
substantially parallel with the roller axis. 

92. An image forming apparatus according to Claim 91, wherein said 
cartridge further comprises an another rotational force receiving member 	that is 
provided on a longitudinal end of said developing roller, wherein the rotational 
force is transmitted from said rotational force receiving member to said developing 
roller through said another rotational force receiving member. 

93. An image forming apparatus according to Claim 92, wherein said 
rotational force receiving member is in meshing engagement with said another 
rotational force receiving member. 

94. An image forming apparatus according to Claim R6, wherein said 
coupling member includes a recess, which is urged by a free end of the driving 
shaft when said coupling member receives said rotational force from the main 
assembly engaging portion. 

95. An image forming apparatus according Claim 94, wherein said recess 
is provided with an expanding portion which expands away from said coupling axis 
as the distance from said developing roller along said coupling axis, wherein said 
expanding portion is urged to the free end of the driving shaft. 

96. An image forming apparatus according to Claim 86, wherein said 
coupling member pivots by receiving a force from the main assembly engaging 
portion as said cartridge is dismounted from the main assembly of the apparatus. 

97. An image forming apparatus according to Claim 86, wherein said 
cartridge further comprises a pivoting assistance member for urging said coupling 
member to assist pivoting movement of said coupling member as said cartridge is 



200 

dismounted from the main assembly of the apparatus. 

98. An image forming apparatus according to Claim 86, wherein said 
cartridge is dismounted upwardly, and said coupling member pivots by its weight 
with movement of said cartridge in the dismounting direction thereof. 

99. An image forming apparatus according to any one of Claims 86-98, 
wherein when said coupling member is capable of receiving said rotational force 
from the main assembly engaging portion, said coupling axis and said roller axis 
are substantially coaxial with each other. 

100. An image forming apparatus according to Claim 99, wherein said 
coupling member pivots such that an angle between said coupling axis and said 
roller axis is 20 - 60°, when said coupling member disengages from the main 
assembly engaging portion. 

101. An image forming apparatus according to Claim 86, wherein said 
developing roller is movable toward and away from the electrophotographic 
photosensitive drum, and wherein in a state said cartridge is mounted to the main 
assembly, said coupling is pivotable with the movement of said developing roller 
toward and away from the drum. 

102. An image forming apparatus according to Claim 86, wherein said 
elcetrophotographie photosensitive drum is dismountable from the main assembly. 

103. An electrophotographic image forming apparatus for forming an 
image on a recording material, said apparatus comprising: 

a main assembly including a main assembly engaging portion, to 
be driven by a motor, having a driving shaft and a rotational force applying portion 
provided on the driving shaft, and an electrophotographic photosensitive drum; 

a cartridge dismountable from the main assembly in a 
dismounting direction substantially perpendicular to an axial direction of the 
driving shaft, said cartridge including, 

i) a developing roller, for developing a latent image of the 
clectrophotographic photosensitive drum, rotatable about a roller axis thereof, and 

ii) a coupling member rotatable about a coupling axis by a 
rotational force received from the main assembly engaging portion, said coupling 
member including a rotational force receiving portion engageable with the 
rotational force applying portion to receive a rotational force to be transmitted to 
said developing roller from the main assembly engaging portion, and a rotational 
force transmitting portion for transmitting the rotational force to said developing 
roller through said rotational force receiving portion, wherein said coupling 
member is capable of pivoting movement so that said coupling axis inclines relative 
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to the roller axis, 
wherein when said rotational force receiving portion is behind 

the rotational force applying portion with respect to the dismounting direction, said 
rotational force receiving portion is retractable from behind the rotational force 
applying portion by such pivoting movement of said coupling member that a 
rotational force receiving portion side of said coupling axis is positioned upstream 
from a rotational force transmitting portion side of said coupling axis with respect 
to the dismounting direction, by which said coupling member is disengageable 
from the main assembly engaging portion. 

104. An image forming apparatus according to Claim 103, wherein the 
dismounting of said cartridge causes the pivoting movement. 

105. An image forming apparatus according to Claim 103, wherein said 
cartridge father comprises a rotational force receiving member for receiving the 
rotational force from said rotational force transmitting portion, wherein said 
coupling member is pivotably coupled with said rotational force receiving member. 

106. An image forming apparatus according to Claim 105, wherein a 
rotational axis of said rotational force receiving member is substantially coaxial 
with the roller axis. 

107. An image forming apparatus according to Claim 106, wherein said 
rotational force receiving member is provided on a longitudinal end of said 
developing roller. 

108. An image forming apparatus according to Claim 105, wherein a 
rotational axis of said rotational force receiving member is offset from and 
substantially parallel with the roller axis. 

109. An image forming apparatus according to Claim108, wherein said 
cartridge further comprises an another rotational force receiving member that is 
provided on a longitudinal end of said developing roller, wherein the rotational 
force is transmitted from said rotational force receiving member to said developing 
roller through said another rotational force receiving member. 

110. An image forming apparatus according to Claim 109, wherein said 
rotational force receiving member is in meshing engagement with said another 
rotational force receiving member. 

111. An image forming apparatus according to Claim 103, wherein said 
coupling member includes a recess, which is urged by a free end of the driving 
shaft when said coupling member receives said rotational force from the main 
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assembly engaging portion. 

112. 	An image forming apparatus according Claim 11 1 , wherein said 
recess is provided with an expanding portion which expands away from said 
coupling axis as the distance from said developing roller along said coupling axis, 
wherein said expanding portion is urged to the free end of the driving shaft. 

113.. An image forming apparatus according to Claim 103, wherein said 
coupling member pivots by receiving a force from the main assembly engaging 
portion as said cartridge is dismounted from the main assembly of the apparatus. 

114. An image forming apparatus according to Claim 103, wherein said 
cartridge further comprises a pivoting assistance member for urging said coupling 
member to assist pivoting movement of said coupling member as said cartridge is 
dismounted from the main assembly of the apparatus. 

115. An image forming apparatus according to Claim 103, wherein said 
cartridge is dismounted upwardly, and said coupling member pivots by its weight 
with movement of said cartridge in the dismounting direction thereof, 

116. An image forming apparatus according to any one of Claims 
103-115, wherein when said coupling member is capable of receiving said 
rotational force from the main assembly engaging portion, said coupling axis and 
said roller axis are substantially coaxial with each other. 

117, 	An image forming apparatus according to Claim 116, wherein said 
coupling member pivots such that an angle between said coupling axis and said 
roller axis is 20 - 60°, when said coupling member disengages from the main 
assembly engaging portion. 

J18. 	An image forming apparatus according to Claim 103, wherein said 
developing roller is movable toward and away from the electrophotographic 
photosensitive drum, and wherein in a state said cartridge is mounted to the main 
assembly, said coupling is pivotable with the movement of said developing roller 
toward and away from the drum. 

119. An image forming apparatus according to Claim 103, wherein the 
electrophotographic photosensitive drum is dismountable from the main assembly. 

120. An electrophotographic image forming apparatus for forming an 
image on a recording material, said apparatus comprising: 

a main assembly including a main assembly engaging portion, to 
be driven by a motor, having a driving shaft and a rotational force applying portion 
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provided on the driving shaft, and an electrophotographic photosensitive drum; 
a cartridge dismountable from the main assembly in a 

dismounting direction substantially perpendicular to an axial direction of the 
driving shaft, said cartridge including, 

1) a developing roller, for developing a latent image of the 
electrophotographic photosensitive drum, rotatable about a roller axis thereof; 

a coupling member rotatable about a coupling axis to transmit a 
rotational force for rotating said developing roller, said coupling member including 
a plurality of rotational force receiving portions provided on a phantom circle about 
the coupling axis at diametrically opposite positions, and a rotational force 
transmitting portion for transmitting the rotational force to said developing roller 
through said rotational force receiving portion, wherein said coupling member is 
pivotable so that said coupling axis inclines relative to the roller axis; 

iii) a rotational force receiving member for receiving the 
rotational force from the main assembly engaging portion, wherein said coupling 
member is pivotably connected with said rotational force receiving member, 

wherein said coupling member is capable of pivoting such that 
with movement of said drum unit in the dismounting direction, a rotational force 
receiving portion side of the coupling axis is positioned upstream from a rotational 
force transmitting portion side of the coupling axis with respect to the dismounting 
direction, 

wherein when said rotational force receiving portion is behind 
the rotational fbrce applying portion with respect to the dismounting direction, said 
rotational force receiving portion is retractable from behind the rotational force 
applying portion by the pivoting of said coupling member, by which said coupling 
member is disengageable from the main assembly engaging portion. 

121. An image forming apparatus according to Claim 120, wherein a 
rotational axis of said rotational force receiving member is substantially coaxial 
with the roller axis. 

122. An image forming apparatus according to Claim 121, wherein said 
rotational force receiving member is provided on a longitudinal end of said 
developing roller. 

123. An image forming apparatus according to Claim 120, wherein a 
rotational axis of said rotational force receiving member is offset from and 
substantially parallel with the roller axis. 

124. An image forming apparatus according to Claim 123, wherein said 
cartridge further comprises an another rotational force receiving member that is 
provided on a longitudinal end of said developing roller, wherein the rotational 
force is transmitted from said rotational force receiving member to said developing 
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roller through said another rotational force receiving member. 

125. An image forming apparatus according to Claim 124, wherein said 
rotational force receiving member is in meshing engagement with said another 
rotational force receiving member. 

126. An image forming apparatus according to Claim 120, wherein said 
coupling member includes a recess, which is urged by a free end of the driving 
shaft, when said coupling member receives said rotational force from the main 
assembly engaging portion. 

127. An image forming apparatus according Claim 126, wherein said 
recess is provided with an expanding portion which expands away from said 
coupling axis as the distance from said developing roller along said coupling axis, 
wherein said expanding portion is urged to the free end of the driving shaft. 

128. An image forming apparatus according to Claim 120, wherein said 
coupling member pivots by receiving a force from the main assembly engaging 
portion as said cartridge is dismounted from the main assembly of the apparatus. 

129. An image forming apparatus according to Claim 120, wherein said 
cartridge further comprises a pivoting assistance member for urging said coupling 
member to assist pivoting movement of said coupling member as said cartridge is 
dismounted from the main assembly of the apparatus. 

130. An image forming apparatus according to Claim 120, wherein said 
cartridge is dismounted upwardly, and said coupling member pivots by its weight 
with movement of said cartridge in the dismounting direction thereof. 

131. An image forming apparatus according to any one of Claims 
120-130, wherein when said coupling member is capable of receiving said 
rotational force from the main assembly engaging portion, said coupling axis and 
said roller axis are substantially coaxial with each other. 

132. An image forming apparatus according to Claim 131, wherein said 
coupling member pivots such that an angle between said coupling axis and said 
roller axis is 20 - 60°, when said coupling member disengages from the main 
assembly engaging portion. 

133. An image forming apparatus according to Claim 120, wherein said 
developing roller is movable toward and away from the eleetrophotographic 
photosensitive drum, and wherein in a state said cartridge is mounted to the main 
assembly, said coupling is pivotab le with the movement of said developing roller 
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toward and away from the drum. 

134. 	An image forming apparatus according to Claim 120, wherein said 
electrophotographic photosensitive drum is dismountable from the main assembly. 


