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CLAIMS
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1+, Aln—a—wireless—eommunieations—network;—a method for transmitting

content to one or more mobile electronic devices in a wireless communications network

according to their one or more respective locations, the method comprising:

detecting a mobile electronic device near a predetermined location by an

access  point of the wireless communications network, wherein the

predetermined area comprises a coverage range of the access point of the

wireless communications network, and wherein detecting further includes

identifying a MAC address of the mobile electronic device by the access point of

the wireless communications network;

authenticating the mobile electronic device for the receipt of content,

wherein authenticating the mobile electronic device includes determining the
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suitability of software or an operating system of the mobile electronic device for

receiving the content;

comparing the MAC address of the mobile electronic device to stored

MAC addresses, and authenticating the mobile electronic device based on

5 whether the MAC addresses of the mobile electronic device is a stored MAC

address; and
transmitting the content to the authenticated mobile electronic device by

a content provider via the access point.

10

243, The method as defined in claim 1+, wherein authenticating the mobile

electronic device includes determining one or more of’
the suitability of software or an operating system of the mobile electronic
15 device for receiving the content, wherein the suitability of the software or
operating system is based on the ability of the software or operating system to
display the content to a user of the mobile electronic device using one or more
of: aticker, an image, and a short message service-message; and
the amount of time the mobile electronic device has been within range of
20 the wireless communications network.

344, The method as defined in claim 14+, wherein the content comprises

promotional contentde
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415.  The method as defined in claim 3+, wherein :
the promotional content iseemmprises an electronic coupon that is displayed on a

display portion of the mobile electronic devicesand

516. The method as defined in claim 445, wherein a user of the mobile

electronic device forwards the electronic coupon to a second mobile electronic device.
6+7.  The method as defined in claim 446, further comprising receiving the

electronic coupon from thea user of the seeend-mobile electronic device and providing a

discount to the user ef-the-second—mebile—electronie—deviee—on a purchase at the

merchant’s locale.

719,  The method as defined in claim 648, wherein receiving the electronic

coupon comprises one or more of: viewing the display of the mobile electronic device;
scanning a barcode included in the electronic coupon; receiving an infrared
communication from the mobile electronic device; receiving a printed version of the
electronic coupon; and receiving an audio communication from the mobile electronic

device,
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820. The method as defined in claim 648, further comprising recording that
the electronic coupon from the mobile electronic device has been redeemed.

921, The method as defined in claim 828, further comprising preventing the
electronic coupon from the mobile electronic device from being redeemed a second
time.

1022. The method as defined in claim 14+, further comprising detecting a
second mobile electronic device near the predetermined location.

1123. The method as defined in claim 1022, further comprising not
authenticating the second mobile electronic device, and in response to not authenticating
the second mobile electronic device, not transmitting the content to the second mobile
electronic device.

1224, The method as defined in claim 14+, further comprising waiting a
specified period of time prior to transmitting the content to the mobile electronic device
after detecting that the mobile electronic device is near the predetermined location.

13, The method as defined in claim 3. wherein a user of the mobile

electronic device forwards the promotional content to a second mobile electronic

device.

14, A computer program comprising instructions for implementing any of

the methods according to claims 1 — 13,




