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This invention relates to a mail order sale method

in which goods or articles are purchased by seeing a
catalogue,

Nowadays when lifestyle has been diversified, the
type of shopping is changing from shop fronts to mail
orders. Such mail order sale is roughly classified into
one through catalogues, one through television (so-called
TV shopping) and one through Internet (so-called
Electronic Commerce). Among them, in particular, sale
through Internet is spreading rapidly and the transaction
amounts are increasing because with spreading of personal
computers, it is available at lower cost.

Since the mail order sale through Internet is
intended not only for one country but all over the world,
a system has been proposed in which goods catalogues are
offered not only in one language but languages desired by
purchasers (JP patent publication 10-312398).

On the other hand, for catalogue sale too, seeing
Japanese catalogues, foreign purchasers other than
Japanese, e.g. Taiwanese, are desirous of purchasing
listed goods. In view of convenience of purchasers, it is

preferable for mail order sale firms to prepare



purchasers (JP patent publication 10-312398). On the other hand, for
cat al ogue sal e too, seeing Japanese catal ogues, foreign purchasers other

't han Japanese, e.g. Taiwanese, are desirous of purchasing |listed goods. In
vi ew of conveni ence of purchasers, it is preferable for nmail order sale
firms to prepare 1 cat al ogues in | anguages used by the purchasers, such

Chi distrib t he Chi t th h . But it
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cat al ogue and all pages.and print e Thus, heretofore, only several
pages i ncl Qﬁf?heaggo%%Sﬁﬁggug?e£g?ghBFHF§8 Sﬁaaépgyﬁﬁbﬁpeé%eGeneralIy,
in buyingﬁﬁjgééégﬁ r goods, it is ordinary to nake a sel ection by
conpari sorr W ot het goods of the same kind. At this tine, one wants to

conpare it with ot@@E ggogg QXt 8%&? i885t .ttE”tEQE EE order sale
ges, Vv a?a

through Internet using various |angu rtual catal'ogues in a plurality
of | anguaggss & £oBSEs | HIF 02 f1 dpf 8bas63aNe 1 E8ERSE RN §d bR 23R gl &I Ret

delivery server, so that purchasers can open the virtual catal ogues by

accessi ng d1e ;s&g&¥eranVhhi vt rtNah. catralagURSc@BE0ERN 289 yORlW e
contents di splayed on a display screen at once. \When one sées a different

page (screemes thec pu@mi@ushsect eent dpagppeaestrihysatield iapadi fficult to
conpare a plurality of goods at once and it takes tinme for re-display and
it is troublesoneuted. contrast, wi th catal ogues, by turning pages, goods
can be easily conpared. Thus it is nore convenient. Al so, since catal ogues
are generally prirtetemiter,in buying articles or goods, it is

ordinary to make a selection by comparison with other

goods of the same kind. At this time, one wants to

compare it with other goods by collation. But in the mail

order sale through Internet using various languages,

virtual catalogues in a plurality of languages are made

into a database and registered in an Internet delivery

server, so that purchasers can open the virtual

catalogues by accessing the server. With virtual

catalogues, one can see only the contents displayed on a

display screen at once. When one sees a different page

(screen), the previous screen disappears. Thus, it is

difficult to compare a plurality of goods at once and it

takes time for re-display and it is troublesome.

In contrast, with catalogues, by turning pages,
goods can be easily compared. Thus it is more convenient.

Also, since catalogues are generally printed matter,

goods photos are beautiful and the desire to buy heightens.



goods photos are beautiful and the desire to buy heightens. 2 But if nost

part of such a catal ogue is in an ununderstandabl e | anguage, the desire to

buy will dwi ndle. Heretofore, it was the actual circunstances that in

buyi ng goods by a catal ogue, foreign purchasers do not sufficiently

under st and descriptions of goods but buy by judging only by photos. This

can cause trouble %ﬁ%eﬁprE%Qaﬁggﬂ'o%ns%%%e%ﬁ(ﬁgtéfgéyé q&gm@iqﬂlis to make
of a

it possible to deepen understanding of the contents cat al ogue even if

the | anguage,ysefstBnkag ﬂgatlahggggjei,stmt aa<des! refl 1ane - SYMARY, & THE

| NVENTION I'n order to solve t ect, according to this Invention,

cat al oguesyarecprepar edei fagnenkanguage uch s rkaRaneseatCatal ogues in one
| anguage have to be prepared anyway. So it costs the sane expenses as

before to phigpagegandsdbst bi bute lbhem, And it \Wurdrlsand alogust
corresponding to the catalogues is prepared in a | anguage different from

t he | anguager fisetefiol yt hadeatakhaduesscsugh iamsEng igindLChiuteseuwrbyor ean
which is different from Japanese, and made into a database. Looking in a
cat al ogue, jadpimghaséy banpactess tMbdidatcabasmusne amowWniamat tcat | ons neans
such as the Internet and open the virtual catalogue in a desired | anguage,
so 3 t hapuhehgahngee a catal ogue i n an understandabl e | anguage. Thus, it
is possible to select an item of goods by associating the virtual catal ogue
with the catal ogueAnsebfiRat BE &aAsSpdndlkadd arhd sgdoddnatie hi s s el lehe
under standi ng. This inproves conveni ence. On the other hand, for the nai
order sal et®i¢RFPERUBERYPEENIAPPoPLs the contents of a catalogue

even 1f the language used in the catalogue is not a

desired one.
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In order to solve the object, according to this
invention, catalogues are prepared in one language such as
Japanese. Catalogues in one language have to be prepared
anyway. So it costs the same expenses as before to
prepare and distribute them. And the virtual catalogue
corresponding to the catalogues is prepared in a language
different from the language used for the catalogues, such
as English, Chinese or Korean, which is different from
Japanese, and made into a database.

Looking in a catalogue, a purchaser can access the
database by any communications means such as the Internet

and open the virtual catalogue in a desired language, soO



According to the present invention, there is provided a nail-order sale

nmet hod in which a purchaser selects an item of goods from a catal ogue and
notify a mail-order sale firmof its item nunber by comunication to buy
the item characterized in that a virtual catal ogue in which description in
one | anguage in the catalogue is translated into other |anguage is put into

a dat abase,, pherelyahese 3; PUEeBasshe! 08kani NnbiBesearalegue) Bguean access
a cat al ogue,

t he dat abase throud% comuni cat1 ons network, open the virtua a

sel ect a degid edi{ angusgesinibead Lbecyir hHak ceqt 3lroguegsdipspl ay a portion
of the virtual catal ogue corresponding to the catal ogue, and select an item

of goods. dod et LAl At WYUESy BadaPaneseguer §heh ikhePakanalhe feis use in
our country. Also, irrespective of whether they are in Japanese or not, it

i s possiblend® ety potcioaty tataboegasswiBnhwluglithengntire part is
prepared in one | anguage but ones in which desired portions (pages) such as
t he front yaber stnshdinighastngs nehpodvasecbnapslahee .i nDa aheangage used by
the 4 pur chaser. For the comruni cations network, various neans such as
wirel ess arahdu riear t8hephabk oedeorksleahibe,séhectedviBet iimpricyes.ef er abl e
to enploy the rapidly igreading Internet. Via the Internet, it is possible
to access the dat abaser {hekpepstiel presontalnvensd onhe tiwerled.1sThe vi rt ual
cat al ogue may conprise description_ in the catal ogue, wherein collation of
correspondﬂﬁ@ﬁbﬁgyi%H@abh“@ﬁ@eéaﬁéiﬁgm@tﬁﬁé LReWhiLCuAl PUACHISGGTe is made

by referringB%S iten1nunb%%§, and wherein b inputtin%gan item nunber in
the virtudiSEAEE Juel TP aNs| APPORH HF °Phd 8é§éﬂpﬁpﬁoﬁ f A £d0fr espondi ng
item of goods, on éhe virtual cat Iogue.%s dis #a eg. B doin% Q, ones
equi 1 ng T3 H O Hat 3 Fapit Ty S ubhS ab HRo BOPEHNE Ya LB HAZCEE f 1 om t he
virtual cataload, Jnis fagilifates.ipgicatinn ah.tragslation . Qher, features
and objects o .he.present rnventron w Il “beconme apparent fronlthg .
fo'|0“‘ngjQF%ﬁiiéH'é&bé@%%%yﬁﬁhiﬁe&ﬁée@SEgEQgEh@na%%%”E%Q£U@%d$7¥@ ngs, 1n

whi ch: BRI EF DESCRI PTI ON 'OF THE DRAW NGS
translated into other language is put into a database,
whereby when a purchaser looks in the catalogue, he can
access the database through a communications network,
open the virtual catalogue, select a desired language to
read the virtual catalogue, display a portion of the
virtual catalogue corresponding to the catalogue, and
select an item of goods.

For the catalogues, a Japanese version is
preferable for use in our country. Also, irrespective of
whether they are in Japanese or not, it is possible to
employ not only catalogues in which the entire part is
prepared in one language but ones in which desired

portions (pages) such as the front page and purchasing

method are translated into a language used by the



Fig. 1 is a schematic view show ng one enbodinent; Fig. 2 is a perspective
view of a catalogue; and Fig. 3 is a partial enlarged view of the sane. 5
DETAI LED DESCRI PTI ON OF THE PREFERRED EMBCODI MENT An enbodi ment of this
invention is shown in Figs. 1-3. As shown, it is assuned that mail order
sale is made to users/custoners A (purchasers) using Chinese in and w t hout
Japan by lﬁ?rf’:ﬁa%% al ogyesthp daRANESEatEbhet ne@ iR - %@%u%ﬂn%aﬁ‘dé m B

prepares catalogues P (Fig. 2) in which photos E of goods are li1sted with

descri pti afudn i fs Jappaesesapdadisstehbukesphbam hetlhe rurghasers A using
e.g. Chinese as shown in Fig. 1. The description b of the goods includes

the size, s@tecrtad. featuiesiangdreserablehecgeagsoyl ke Hapiens, (order
nunbers) ¢ are assigned to the respective goods on the catal ogue. The

mai | - or dersised®d fhg NI Bt prepar esvaadahabaseer ekt udt dat 3oegue)leQda whi ch
description b corresponding to each itemnunber c is translated into

Chi nese, ateegisherdatbibaseannerpennetvedgr feomCalThevker tére may lak. owned
by the nmail-order sale firmB thensel ves or owned by a different entity.
When one opens t heTheneiphgel ofathéogael meydermpalisef idemcB,idid aranirbe

| inked to the virtual catal ogue. If a purchaser A who has received a

cat al ogue ¢  prisa hpguet eviheehanteliatbay, olie coOgnrsSEORHINg POTgdiTals
conputer Dto the Internet and opens the site of the virtual catal ogue of
the catal dfuetlre openlaguentedsthf ViekiadnBatadoone: He sesechYsite, the

description b of 6 _ . . .
referring to item numbers, and wherein by inputting an

item number in the virtual catalogue, translation of the
description of the corresponding item of goods on the
virtual catalogue is displayed. By doing so, ones
requiring a large data capacity such as photographs are
eliminated from the virtual catalog. This facilitates
indication of translation.

Other features and objects of the present
invention will become apparent from the following
description made with reference to the accompanying

drawings, in which:
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
Fig. 1 is a schematic view showing one embodiment;

Fig. 2 1s a perspective view of a catalogue; and

Fig. 3 is a partial enlarged view of the same.



the particular itemis displayed in Chinese. As before, for item nunber c,
Arabic figures and Roman characters are used. By carrying out this
operation for each item of goods, one can sel ect goods by reading
description b in a | anguage he can understand. In this enbodi nent, by
entering itemnunber c, only the description of goods is displayed. But
besi des the despETptipp DESOROASIONhOFOSHE oRrgesesDf gMeODg MEtam nunber c
may be sinultaneously displayed. Also, while only the description of goods
was the virtual catal ogue in this enbodinent, a virtual catal ogue of the
sanme contents as the catal ogue P, including photos E of goods, may be
prepared and regi sheredbafimbetsefvehi€ sovehatonhéls ahpwnchasdrigent ers an
i tem nunber or page nunber in the search site, the sane item or page on the
virtual cataloguks ashotioselbnishessaraflogbetcanibecodemedallen itshenade
enbodi ment, the virtual catal ogue was in Chinese for exanple. But this
|nvent|on'%%ﬁl%ﬁ%%/%@sb@@¢b§eﬂ f@ﬂfﬁhéﬁﬁfﬁélUééﬂél@@&@eﬁﬁ any asther

| anguage such as English or Korean. In_this case, i s adapted so that
when t he ‘B&gejﬁga%p%ﬁeﬂseoﬁg EéﬁaﬂPﬁReFolﬂhéapﬁﬁﬁﬁél céﬂéﬁ&gu@~|n such
a | anguage. rIy Ehe catalogues are no% h imted to egnese

ver si on. @F redlt of 1 AWt Ri BXFRIERF| GATAROLUGS ﬁotFBﬁly rdithary

goods but erV|cqiﬁsuch as_tray fi,nance, .i.nsurance,

o e R e e e el ot s B2 kT L R e B T e i
Vet o g Asser i becdssbove sioceuLh L pRsSBLeacsel sclaqors b,

associ at i ng the catal ogues w any | anguag

posSi bl & 0, J MRpeed §8 € OMNEIA EPRer 95 pwch@ﬁ@rae@,aqlb%o%erbv'offe ale the

mai | - or der sale
goods includes the size, material, features and use of

the goods.

Item numbers (order numbers) ¢ are assigned to the
respective goods on the catalogue. The mail-order sale
firm B prepares a database (virtual catalogue) Q in which
description b corresponding to each item number c is
translated into Chinese, and registers it at an Internet
server C. The server may be owned by the mail-order sale
firm B themselves or owned by a different entity. When
one opens the home page of the mail-order sale firm B, he
can be linked to the virtual catalogue.

I1f a purchaser A who has received a catalogue P
finds any item he wants to buy, he connects his personal
computer D to the Internet and opens the site of the
virtual catalogue of the catalogue P. When he enters an

item number C in the search site, the description b of



What is claimed is: 1. A nmail-order sale nethod in which a purchaser
selects an item of goods froma catal ogue and notify a nmail-order sale firm
of its item nunber by comrunication to buy the item characterized in that:
a virtual catal ogue in which description in one |anguage in said catal ogue
is translated into other |anguage is put into a database, whereby when a

purchaser {oks,}fi&aldrcatahogyeqingagaqasaess is@ise dahabaseddy ough a
comuni cations network, open said virtual catal ogue, select a desired

| anguage tfor eadefahdnpért dal acabatogugurdssphay ram@r iohelt s@ft @i d vi rtual
cat al ogue corresponding to said catal ogue, and select an item of goods. 2.
A mai | - or dere sas€d et Bpdcasrghagmedti Bheékabpel athienecifo rsaiadhyiirddialof
cat al ogue conprises description in said catal ogue, wherein collation of
correspondiggd porémOnNSa@nssdedtcavatieghg arddsaigd deiscirialt icat &8l dgues i s nmade
by referring to item nunbers, and wherein by inputting an item nunber in
said virtubkngatat ogeecahrangeastendof the description of the correspondi ng
item of goods on said virtual catalogue is displayed. 3. A nmuail-order sale
met hod as cl ai med Im thasnenbedimen, whgr entiesaing dorumvgetErore network is
the Internet and said database is registered at an Internet server, whereby
a pur chasenbante ceescEhpeiger 96r 9P8dspes dar®leetual Bt AFguHeEs 4. A

mai | - order sal e nethod, as claineg in an¥ of ,
the description of goods, photos E of goods for the item

number ¢ may be simultaneously displayed. 2Also, while
only the description of goods was the virtual catalogue in
this embodiment, a virtual catalogue of the same contents
as the catalogue P, including photos E of goods, may be
prepared and registered at the server C so that when a
purchaser enters an item number or page number in the
search site, the same item or page on the virtual
catalogue as those on the catalogue can be opened.

In the embodiment, the virtual catalogue was in
Chinese for example. But this invention can also be
employed for a virtual catalogue in any other language
such as English or Korean. In this case, it 1is adapted so
that when the home page is opened, one can link to the
virtual catalogue in such a language. Similarly, the
catalogues are not limited to a Japanese version.

Goods referred to in this invention include not
only ordinary goods but services such as travels, real

estate, finance, insurance, recruiting, marriage,
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1. A mail-order sale method in which a purchaser
selects an item of goods from a catalogue and notify a
mail-order sale firm of its item number by communication
to buy the item, characterized in that:

a virtual catalogue in which description in one
language in said catalogue is translated into other
language 1s put into a database, whereby when a purchaser
looks in said catalogue, he can access said database
through a communications network, open said virtual
catalogue, select a desired language to read said virtual
catalogue, display a portion of said virtual catalogue
corresponding to said catalogue, and select an item of

goods.

2. A mail-order sale method as claimed in claim 1
wherein said virtual catalogue comprises description in
said catalogue, wherein collation of corresponding
portions on said catalogue and said virtual catalogue is
made by referring to item numbers, and wherein by
inputting an item number in said virtual catalogue,
translation of the description of the corresponding item

of goods on said virtual catalogue is displayed.

3. A malil-order sale method as claimed in claim 1 or
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said database is registered at an internet server,
whereby a purchaser can access said server to open said

virtual catalogue.

4, A mail-order sale method as claimed in any of

claims 1-3 wherein said catalogue is written in Japanese.



